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Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to commend the young
members of the Mt. Vernon, IL Future
Farmers of America who have won the
Illinois FFA career development con-
test and will soon head to the national
contest in Kansas City, MO.

As part of the contest, this group of
young men and women from southern
Illinois was asked to choose a topic of
debate on agriculture. The Mt. Vernon
FFA chose to debate on the ethanol tax
incentive, which is so important to the
environment, energy independency,
and economic growth in this country.
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FFA debate team members will now
travel to Kansas City on November 12
to debate with other FFA groups na-
tionally.

I want to commend the Mount Ver-
non Township High School FFA for
their hard work and wish each and
every one of them the best of luck in
debating ethanol in Kansas City.

Hopefully, they can come out and
help me as we fight for the ethanol tax
credit here in Washington, DC.

EDUCATION: REAFFIRMING OUR
COMMITMENT

(Mr. FILNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today along with many of my col-
leagues to reaffirm our commitment to
the education of our children and to
our role in supporting local initiatives
for strong neighborhood public schools.

One fine example of a local initiative
which has fostered the success of thou-
sands of children in my home State of
California is the Parent Institute for
Quality Education which has just cele-
brated its 10th anniversary. The pri-
mary emphasis of the Institute and its
founder, Vahac Mardirosian, is the in-
volvement of parents in their chil-
dren’s education. The Institute pro-
vides parents with the skills and
knowledge necessary to become ac-
tively involved with their kids both at
home and in their children’s schools.

The Institute works with schools
that have the most at-risk students.
By building partnerships between par-
ents, teachers and school administra-
tors, the work and efforts of each are
strengthened and every measure of
quality education is demonstrably im-
proved.

Plans to increase parental involve-
ment in all our schools are included in
the Democratic agenda for first class
public schools. | encourage my col-
leagues to support this agenda which
reaffirms our commitment to our chil-
dren and to public education in our Na-
tion.

COINCIDENCE OR ABUSE OF
POWER
(Mr. HEFLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, the
President of the United States says
that we should not politicize the IRS. |
agree. So let us see if |1 have got this
straight.

The White House is going to be the
defender of the IRS from politics. That
must be awfully inspiring to the con-
servative groups and critics of the Clin-
ton administration who have all sud-
denly found themselves targeted for an
audit. Pure coincidence, | am sure.

Look at the record. Let us see how
this nonpolitical IRS is working out in
reality. A nonprofit group in Wiscon-
sin, Fortress America, mailed a fund-
raising letter criticizing Hillary Clin-
ton. What happened? Coincidence time.
They got audited. A charter company,
UltraAir, was one of those who got the
ax in the travel office scandal. What
happened? Coincidence time. They got
audited. Billy Dale, coincidence time
again, he got audited. Paula Jones
brings a lawsuit. You guessed it. An-
other audit. Coincidence or abuse of
power? You decide.

NATIONAL SAVE OUR CHILDREN
DAY

(Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CHRISTIAN-GREEN. Madam
Speaker, not just October 27, but every
day should be National Save Our
Schools Day. As | see it, October 27 and
every day should be National Save Our
Children Day. This is the test by which
our generation will be judged. The de-
gree to which our Nation prospers in
the 21st century and beyond will de-
pend on our success as leaders in devel-
oping safe, well-equipped and well-
managed public educational institu-
tions which will promote and nurture
the academic, social, and emotional de-
velopment of our children from the
very beginning of their lives.

Today, much of the greatness that
this country could realize is being lost
in the broken down hallways and ill-
equipped classrooms of the public
school system which we have created
through our neglect.

No one would disagree that the sys-
tem as a whole is dysfunctional, but
would not this Congress be also dys-
functional if conditions were in the
same despicable state in which too
many of our children spend most of
their young impressionable lives?
Every day that this nation’s children
enter most of our public schools, the
message that they get is that we, their
leaders, do not care and they naturally
respond in kind. So, Madam Speaker,
not just on Monday, but every day we
should make saving our children from
despair and neglect our highest prior-

ity.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY HELPS
THOSE WHO HELP THEMSELVES

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
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the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam
Speaker, | am pleased to congratulate
Habitat for Humanity for kicking off a
6-week effort to construct five town
homes in Fredericksburg, MD. Since
1976 Habitat for Humanity has used the
model that the Lord helps those who
help themselves to build simple decent
homes in all 50 of the United States
and more than 50 other countries.
Habitat for Humanity is an ecumenical
religious housing ministry that wel-
comes all people’s participation and
donations in their work.

By providing decent housing, using
donated materials and volunteer labor,
habitat builds the self-esteem and self-
reliance of God’s people in need and
builds a stronger sense of community
among all people by providing opportu-
nities for individuals to bear active
witness to their individual faiths and
responsibilities as members of a com-
munity. | commend Habitat for Hu-
manity for building homes and
strengthening our communities.

UNION PACIFIC MONOPOLY

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEeFAZIO. Madam Speaker,
freight rail service in large parts of the
Western United States is at the point
of collapse. Shipments have been de-
layed for weeks, even lost for months.
That is not uncommon. Rail car short-
ages are so bad that plants in my dis-
trict and throughout the Northwest are
laying off workers, curtailing produc-
tion for which they have orders be-
cause they cannot ship the product and
they have got no place to put it.

Union Pacific’s response has been, we
are a monopoly now. We really do not
care very much about your problems
because you have got no place else to
turn. Shippers have turned to the Serv-
ice Transportation Board of the Gov-
ernment in desperation and now Union
Pacific has a response, a suggested
form letter with a carbon copy to
President Dick Davidson of UP saying,
we do not want any help or interven-
tion, things might get better. UP is
going to fix things now. They are pay-
ing attention.

They are being coerced into signing
these letters, they are telling me, for
fear that the dribble of rail cars they
are now getting will be totally shut off.
The Government has to step in and get
the attention of this monopoly and
straighten this out.

GROSS ABUSE AT IRS

(Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. LINDA SMITH of Washington.
Madam Speaker, the American people
were treated to quite a spectacle last
week. Year after year, we have heard
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complaints from citizens about heavy-
handed tactics of the IRS, gross abuse
of power and politically motivated tax
audits. Finally, we are treated to a
public hearing of these accusations.
The only surprise is that things are
even worse than we thought.

IRS stories are nothing new. |
worked in this field for 15 years prepar-
ing tax returns. | had to live through
many of these horrors with families.
Everyone has got one, someone who
has had their whole life turned upside
down by an IRS agent who cannot tell
the difference between a tax cheat, the
little guy who has made an honest mis-
take, and an ordinary citizen trying as
best they can to comply with an in-
credibly complicated Tax Code that
even IRS experts, from my experience,
do not understand.

We need to clean up the system and
simplify it.

CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Madam Speaker, does
a fish feel the wet? So asked an edi-
torial writer last week in discussing
campaign finance reform. A fish spends
so much time in water he does not
wake up one morning and say, gosh, |
feel damp today.

Have we in Congress become so im-
mersed in campaign dollars that we no
longer feel the wet? Have we become
fish, so used to swimming in the search
for campaign donations that we no
longer feel the wet? Have our lives be-
come so immersed in making calls for
donations that we no longer feel the
wet? Do we spend so much time worry-
ing about the level of money in our
campaign funds that we no longer feel
the wet? Has the Republican leadership
become so immersed in the flood of
campaign donations that they no
longer feel the wet and will do every-
thing they can to block campaign fi-
nance reform from even coming to the
floor of this House? Madam Speaker,
we have been immersed so long our
voters no longer think we are wet.
They think we are sliding. It is time to
get out of the wet, dry off, and pass
campaign finance reform.

LT. COMDR. ROBERT CURBEAM

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Madam Speaker, we Re-
publicans in Congress are fighting to
return rigorous academic standards to
the public classroom. However, some-
thing just as critical is also missing
from public schools: teaching our chil-
dren virtue, patriotism, and citizen-
ship. A shining example of those quali-
ties was presented in my district last
week when Lt. Comdr. Robert
Curbeam, U.S. Navy, joined me in visit-
ing four schools in the 27th Congres-
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sional District of California. For 6
straight hours, Bob Curbeam shuttled
from Burbank to Glendale to Pasadena
to Altadena. Bob went from classroom
to classroom, and assembly to assem-
bly talking to hundreds of children—
many of them at-risk children—about
his experiences as an astronaut aboard
the NASA space shuttle Discovery, mis-
sion STS 85. | wish every Member of
this body could have seen the faces on
these children when they were able to
see and listen to Bob Curbeam talking
about the importance of studying hard,
staying away from drugs and gangs,
and believing in themselves.

The final school we visited was a
school for emotionally disturbed chil-
dren. Many of them live at the school
because no suitable family homelife is
available to them. At the end of Bob’s
speech, two young wide-eyed boys
walked up to him and said, “when |
grow up, | want to be just like you.”
What a wonderful tribute that was to a
wonderful role model. That is what he-
roes are all about. That is what patri-
otism is all about. That is what Robert
Curbeam is all about. I am proud to
count him as a friend; | am grateful for
his service to our country; and I am
deeply thankful that there are role
models for young children like Bob
Curbeam. As long as America produces
leaders like him, we can continue to
look forward to the future of our coun-
try with great confidence.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL’S FIRST-
EVER PLAY BY A WOMAN

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Madam
Speaker, | want to bring to the atten-
tion of the House the fact that history
was made in my district last Saturday.
Liz Heaston, a 20-year-old junior, made
college football’s first ever play by a
woman. Playing for the fifth-ranked
undefeated NAIA Willamette Univer-
sity football team in Salem, OR, she
entered the stadium late after playing
in an earlier soccer game and kicked
an extra point following the Bearcats’
second touchdown at the end of the
second half. Not only has Liz Heaston
made history, but she has also dem-
onstrated to everyone that with hard
work, dedication, and the ability to
dream, you can accomplish anything.
Good work, Liz.

WORKING TO REFORM THE IRS

(Mr. THUNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. THUNE. Madam Speaker, are
you afraid to step up to the customer
service counter at Sears and return an
item if it is the wrong size or color?
Are you afraid to send a plate of cold
food back to the kitchen in a res-
taurant? Are you afraid to tell your
mechanic about the strange noise in
the new muffler they just installed?
Probably not.
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Are you afraid to call the IRS after
finding an honest mistake in your tax
return? You bet you are. So are most
Americans.

A few weeks ago in church | met a
man who was having terrible problems
with the IRS. He wanted to come for-
ward and share his story with one of
the local TV stations, but in the end he
decided not to. He was too afraid.

We have a lot of things to fear in the
world today, from terrorist bombings
abroad to gang violence here on the
home front. Dealing with a Govern-
ment agency created by and supported
by our tax dollars should not be one of
them. This is one of the reasons we
need to reform the IRS, but that alone
is not enough. We cannot expect effi-
ciency and accommodation from an
agency that is expected to enforce the
world’s most complicated Tax Code. We
need to reform the IRS, but we also
need to reform the Tax Code. Paying
taxes is hard enough. We do not need
110,000 IRS employees and 4,000 amend-
ments to the Tax Code to make it even
harder.

CHARTER SCHOOL AMENDMENT
ACT

(Mr. GREEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GREEN. Madam Speaker, | would
like to join my colleague and say that
we do need to reform the Tax Code and
reform the IRS. Let us do it this year.
Let us do it before we leave here in No-
vember. Let us take care of it now so
the folks next year, when they pay
their taxes, will be able to deal with it.

I am going to talk about a bill that
is on the calendar today. H.R. 2646 is a
bill we will vote on today that will
allow for IRA’s for education expenses
for elementary, secondary students.
Public education has always been im-
portant to the United States. H.R. 2646
allows a parent to set up a tax-free IRA
of $2,500 a year per child and that
money could be used for subsidizing in-
vestment accounts for either public or
private school extra expenses. How-
ever, the bill takes scarce Federal dol-
lars and leaves out 90 percent of the
students who attend public schools.
This will cost the taxpayers $5 billion a
year.

Why should taxpayer money be redi-
rected to a small few? Sixty-four per-
cent of families with children under
the age of 18 will not be able to partici-
pate in this bill. They have to buy uni-
forms and computers, too. Let us help
most of the people, not a select few.

EDUCATION

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker,
why are the Democrats trying to keep
the status quo in public education? Are
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