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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mrs. EMERSON].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
September 25, 1997.

I hereby designate the Honorable Jo ANN
EMERSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Reverend J.A. Panuska, S.J.,
president, University of Scranton,
Scranton, PA, offered the following
prayer:

Let us pray.

From “Pied Beauty’” by the Jesuit
poet Gerard Manley Hopkins.

Glory be to God for dappled things—

All things counter, original, spare,
strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled, (who

knows how?)

With swift, slow, sweet, sour; adazzle,
dim;

He fathers-forth whose beauty is past
change: Praise him.

We praise You God for life in all its
dazzling varieties. We thank You for
gifts, basic yet beautiful: for love, for
faith, for truth, and for dreaming. We
ask Your blessing on this great Nation,
on every nation, and on those who lead
them. May we remember in our glad-
ness those who suffer. May we share
our prosperity with those in need. And
may we seek justice and peace in our
hearts and in our world. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. MCNULTY. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, | demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Chair’s approval of
the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McCNULTY. Madam Speaker, |
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, further proceed-
ings on this question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Arkansas [Mr. HUTCH-
INSON] come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HUTCHINSON led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
without amendment bills of the House
of the following titles:

H.R. 2248. An act to authorize the Presi-
dent to award a gold medal on behalf of the
Congress to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholo-
mew in recognition of his outstanding and
enduring contributions toward religious un-
derstanding and peace, and for other pur-
poses; and

H.R. 2443. An act to designate the Federal
building located at 601 Fourth Street, NW.,
in the District of Columbia, as the ‘“‘Federal
Bureau of Investigation, Washington Field
Office Memorial Building”’, in honor of Wil-
liam H. Christian, Jr., Martha Dixon Mar-
tinez, Michael J. Miller, Anthony Palmisano,
and Edwin R. Woodriffe.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ments of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2209) ““An Act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1998, and
for other purposes.”

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed bills of the following
titles, in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 542. An act to authorize the Secretary of
Transportation to issue a certificate of docu-
mentation with appropriate endorsement for
employment in the coastwise trade for the
vessel FAR HORIZONS;

S. 662. An act to authorize the Secretary of
Transportation to issue a certificate of docu-
mentation with appropriate endorsement for
employment in the coastwise trade for the
vessel VORTICE;

S. 830. An act to amend the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act and the Public
Health Service Act to improve the regula-
tion of food, drugs, devices, and biological
products, and for other purposes; and

S. 880. An act to authorize the Secretary of
Transportation to issue a certificate of docu-
mentation with appropriate endorsement for
employment in the coastwise trade for the
vessel DUSKEN IV.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will recognize fifteen 1-minute
speeches from each side after the gen-
tleman  from Pennsylvania [Mr.
McDADE].
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