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is, these postal managers could not de-
liver their way out of a paper bag. I be-
lieve they do not even know their
heads from their assets. I say the Con-
gress should join with Martha Cherry
and give her a hand in putting her 13-
inch goose step right up their gestapo
tactics.

After all, I admit the Postal Service
has a problem, but it is not Martha
Cherry’s footwork.

I yield back the balance of all this
chicanery.
f

NATIONAL DEBATE ON TAX CODE

(Mr. PAXON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAXON. Mr. Speaker, the way
this Congress balanced the budget was
in 1994 in the Contract With America,
we set the date on which we would bal-
ance the budget, 2002, then we began a
great national debate on how we would
accomplish that.

My friends, we need to do the exact
same thing in reforming our Federal
Tax Code. Yesterday I filed legislation
that would sunset the entire Federal
Tax Code absent Social Security and
Medicare effective December 31, 2000.
That action by this Congress in giving
the President that bill this year will
begin a great national debate. We will
have the opportunity to listen to the
American people on whether they want
a flat income tax, a national sales tax,
a match tax proposed by the Cato In-
stitute or some other approach.

But the important thing is to begin
that debate. But sunsetting the IRS
Code, by passing that legislation this
year, the debate can begin. The start-
ing gun will go off. I think it will be a
great experience to go to this country,
to listen to the American people, to get
their views. I hope my colleagues will
join with me in this important historic
national effort.
f

SUPPORTING THE EXPORT-IMPORT
BANK

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, our
first job in Congress must always be to
do everything we can to defend and cre-
ate American jobs. Yet the charter of
one of the strongest tools in our job
creating arsenal, the Export-Import
Bank, runs out on September 30. Why
should we care? We should care because
European-based Airbus, which receives
substantial export support from
France, Germany, and Britain, is as we
speak trying to steal international cli-
ents from American-based Boeing.

Airbus is openly telling Boeing’s cus-
tomers that congressional inaction is
evidence they can no longer rely on the
U.S. Export-Import Bank to keep pro-
viding the backing for their trans-
actions. Boeing has thousands of sup-

pliers spread across the country, 72 of
them in my home State of New Jersey.
Each one of those suppliers supports
families and homes and school tuition
for hard working Americans.

I am here today with my distin-
guished colleague the gentleman from
Illinois [Mr. HASTERT], the chief deputy
Republican whip, because this is not a
partisan issue, it is an American issue,
it is a jobs issue. For these reasons, it
is an issue that should move to the top
of the agenda and on to the House
floor.
f

EDUCATION A PRIORITY FOR ALL

(Mr. EWING asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mr. EWING. Mr. Speaker, education
is the priority for all of us. There is a
lot more to education though than just
putting more money in it. Sometimes
this body appears to confuse that.

Let us say, for instance, school struc-
ture. I could not be prouder than I am
of the city of Chicago, which only a few
years ago had some of the worst
schools in the country, and working
with the Democratic mayor, working
with the Republican legislature, they
put a new structure in place which has
reduced crime, put out a core curricu-
lum, and has increased test scores sev-
eral times over.

They are really moving in the right
direction. I am also proud of this body.
Yesterday we voted the Goodling
amendment. The teachers in my dis-
trict have told me very plainly, we do
not need to test and test and test. I
guess my question is, like a farmer, if
you test too many times, it is like
weighing your cow every day. It does
not do any good.

The Republicans, I believe, have the
right idea for education and we need to
keep pursuing it.
f

SOLIDARITY IN ORANGE COUNTY

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, during
the August recess I joined over 2,000 of
my constituent to rally in support of
human rights and democracy in Viet-
nam. We marched in protest of the re-
cently reported human rights abuses
and religious oppression by the Govern-
ment of Vietnam.

In response to high taxes and official
corruption, uprisings have begun in the
provinces of Vietnam. And what was
the response of the Vietnamese Gov-
ernment to these protests? Well, re-
ports indicate that the Vietnamese
Government has dispatched security
forces and arrested hundreds of these
protesters, and the farmers have also
been forcibly removed from their land
by the special police.

Last month I joined my constituents
in sending a strong message to Hanoi,

a message that these injustices will not
be tolerated, a message that the Gov-
ernment must obey, respect and honor
human and religious rights in Vietnam.

I urge the administration to ensure
that the protection of religious prac-
tice and freedom of expression remains
key in any policy towards Vietnam.
f

THE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FREEDOM TRAIN

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, ex-
actly 50 years ago today on September
17, 1947, the Freedom Train began its
historic 16-month tour across the Unit-
ed States. This special train, com-
monly known as the Spirit of 1776, car-
ried over 100 historic documents to
hundreds of communities in all of the
then 48 States.

More than a rolling museum, the
Freedom Train was a 16-month experi-
ment in civic awareness that provided
a vivid reminder of the greatness of
America’s heritage to a nation still re-
covering from economic depression and
world war.

Imagine what it must have felt like
to see the Freedom Train rolling into
your hometown in 1947 and open its
doors to reveal original documents like
the Magna Carta, the Mayflower Com-
pact and the Declaration of Independ-
ence. The Freedom Train’s tour logged
more than 37,000 miles.

Today railroading enthusiasts across
the country pause to pay tribute to
this unique train and to its enlightened
mission to renew pride in our Nation’s
founding principles.

I would like to give special thanks to
Mary Jayne and John Z. Rowe, two
Virginians who have worked tirelessly
to ensure that the special story of the
Freedom Train will never be forgotten.
f

THE HOUSE SCHEDULE

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I know
many people wonder what takes prece-
dence here in Washington, DC. It is
kind of puzzling when you watch the
House in session. Is it the 13 unfinished
appropriations bills, the bills that will
fund every part of the Government for
the next fiscal year, which are due on
the first of October? Not a one has been
passed? Can we avoid another Govern-
ment shutdown? Is that a crisis we
should be working on day and night?

No, that is not it.
How about repeal of the special $50

billion tax break snuck into the tax
bill for the tobacco industry? Does that
take precedence?

No.
There is one simple thing. The House

is adjourning at 4 p.m. today, a day on
which we usually work late into the
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night, with all its business pending, for
the thing that always drives this body
and is driving the majority party. Cam-
paign finance reform will not be heard,
but they will be raising money in New
York.

They are going to New York. They
have got corporate jets coming to pick
them up. They are going to New York
to raise money. We are adjourning
early today and the people’s business
will not be done so they can go to a
$10,000 a plate fund raiser.
f

STONEWALLING CAMPAIGN
FINANCE REFORM

(Mr. SCARBOROUGH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker,
my goodness. Thank God the liberals
have never raised money in New York
City. You know, it is interesting, the
last speaker shows us the nature of the
Democrat’s complaints in the past.
Here we have somebody complaining
about us adjourning at 4 o’clock, when
he voted at 10 o’clock to adjourn. I do
not understand it. Do you like 10
o’clock better than 4 o’clock?

By gosh, this is the same Democratic
Party that complains about campaign
finance reform, and complains about
not being able to trace soft money,
when the same people that come here
get over $500,000 from unions that we
could not trace for 6 months. We fi-
nally traced it. They are getting more
money that you cannot trace than I
got in my entire TWO campaigns, and
yet they are saying we must do some-
thing to trace soft money.

Mr. Speaker, it is absolutely ridicu-
lous. That is why the New York Times
this past weekend attacked the DNC
for stone-walling campaign finance re-
form. They attacked the DNC for not
doing enough to really clear this up.
Stop changing the subject.
f

FIGURES ON CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM

(Mr. MILLER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, our Speaker, Speaker GING-
RICH, is fond of numbers. Here are new
numbers on campaign finance reform.

Zero. Never has the Republican ma-
jority brought campaign finance re-
forms to the floor of the House for a
vote.

Two. Twice in this past decade Demo-
crats passed campaign finance reforms,
only to see them vetoed by a Repub-
lican president.

Twenty-eight. It has been 28 months
since Speaker GINGRICH and President
Clinton shook hands promising cam-
paign finance reform.

Two hundred sixty-five. In the 1996
election cycle, both parties raised $265
million in soft money.

Finally, 4:30. At 4:30 this afternoon,
NEWT GINGRICH and the Republican
Party will fly in private planes to New
York to raise money for the party, in-
sisting that we have no time for cam-
paign finance reform.
f

USE OF UNION DUES FOR
POLITICAL PURPOSES

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, it is inter-
esting that they want to change all the
campaign laws, when the Democrat
Party has had trouble keeping the laws
we have on the books today.

But here is an issue that you will not
hear many of the liberal colleagues dis-
cuss when speaking so passionately
about campaign finance reform. It is
the use of union dues for political pur-
poses.

During the last election, the AFL–
CIO spent a minimum of $35 million in
an unprecedented effort to buy Con-
gress. This money came from the pay-
checks of American workers through
special assessments of local unions,
and yet national polling tells us that 40
percent of the union workers did not
agree with the way their money was
being spent.

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘To compel a
man to furnish contributions of money
for the propagation of opinions which
he disbelieves, is sinful and tyran-
nical.’’ Later on, in 1988, the Supreme
Court said in its Beck decision that the
use of compulsory dues and fees for
purposes ‘‘beyond those necessary to fi-
nance collective bargaining activities
violated the judicially created duty of
fair representation.’’

I welcome the AFL–CIO’s involve-
ment in the political process. They
should however respect the rights of
their members. Let us free up the pay-
checks of American workers.

Union workers should be allowed to volun-
tarily participate in politics. Not against their
will but voluntarily. And no campaign reform is
acceptable without freeing the paychecks of
American workers.
f

A TRIP TO WALL STREET

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
there is nothing more important for
this Congress to consider than cam-
paign finance reform. The American
people ask for it, the President asks for
it, and Members of this Congress sup-
port it. Two years ago the President
and the Speaker shook hands on it.

Mr. Speaker, this year, many of us
sent a letter to the Speaker, a re-
minder, asking for consideration of
campaign finance reform within 100
days.

One hundred days have come and
gone, and this leadership refuses to act.

Instead, they are closing down all busi-
ness in the House so they can go to
New York for a fundraiser. That is
right. Tonight the House will close
early, very early, so Republicans can
go and raise more money, hundreds of
thousands, millions of dollars.

Mr. Speaker, this is no way to rep-
resent the American people. We de-
serve better. Bring campaign finance
reform to this floor and stop stone-
walling.
f

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF NEVADA LAS VEGAS ON
ITS 40TH ANNIVERSARY
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to congratulate the University of
Nevada Las Vegas, which this month
begins its 40th year of providing qual-
ity education to the citizens of Nevada.

The University of Nevada Las Vegas
began in 1957 as the Nevada Regional
Division of the University of Nevada,
and in its first year of existence, UNLV
consisted of only one building on 80
acres of desert land with a total enroll-
ment of 498. Today, the university in-
cludes more than 60 structures, span-
ning 335 acres, and has an estimated
20,000 students enrolled this fall.

With an unyielding commitment to
academic excellence and the support of
the people of Nevada, UNLV now
claims over 35,000 alumni.

b 1045
Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-

gratulate President Harter on this
great achievement and wish the Uni-
versity of Nevada Las Vegas, every
continued success in the future.
f

VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON FAST TRACK
(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
what is the hurry? Before we rush
headlong into another trade agreement
that costs American jobs and endan-
gers America’s food supply, let us slow
down. Before passing fast track, let us
fix the North American Free Trade
Agreement, some of its biggest prob-
lems. Twelve thousand trucks a week
cross the border from Mexico into the
United States, yet only 1 percent of
those trucks are inspected and half of
the trucks that are inspected fail the
safety test.

Since NAFTA was passed in 1993,
there has been an increase of 45 percent
in the amount of frozen and fresh fruits
and vegetables that have crossed the
border and passed into the United
States, yet less than 1 percent of those
foods are inspected at the border.

Mr. Speaker, let us slow down on fast
track. Let us protect our food supply,
let us keep our highways safe. Vote
‘‘no’’ on fast track.
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