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The Clerk announced the following

pair:

On this vote:
Ms. Danner and Mr. Reyes for, with Mr.

Smith of Michigan against.

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

OMISSION FROM THE RECORD OF
FEBRUARY 26, 1997, PAGE H643

SOUTH DAKOTANS AND THE
BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT

Mr. THUNE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to address the floor this morning
by talking a little bit about my recent
trip to South Dakota, and over the
course of the President’s recess I had
the opportunity to spend 9 days in my
home State, much of which was spent
traveling around the State and listen-
ing to the people of our State talk
about the issues that are important to
them. One of the things that I at-
tempted very much to discuss during
the course of my travels was the up-
coming vote on the balanced budget
amendment.

Now, it is interesting to note that al-
ready the radio ads are running in my
State attacking me for supporting a
balanced budget amendment and,
again, trying to scare South Dakota
seniors against this important issue
and trying to generate opposition that
is based upon a divide and conquer type
of strategy and approach, and it is in-
teresting as I was traveling around the
State, and I would stop in cafes across
South Dakota and raise this issue, and
people, as they listened to the radio
ads, would have questions about how in
fact this would affect important pro-
grams like Social Security. It was al-
ways amazing to me, as I explained to
them that the balanced budget amend-
ment as it is drafted can be overridden
by a three-fifths vote of the Congress,
and now takes 60 votes in the Senate to
do anything, that 60 votes could over-
ride this amendment, and 290 votes in
the House, and when I explained to
them that in fact a balanced budget
amendment would not in any way de-
part from the current budgetary agree-
ment of Social Security; in other
words, the fact that Social Security
trust fund surplus is already being ap-
plied to hide the deficit, they would be
surprised; and I went on further to ex-
plain that in this country each year we
spend $148 billion to pay the interest on
the amount of money that we bor-
rowed.

When they heard the facts, they were
like: ‘‘I didn’t realize that,’’ and, ‘‘This
really is important. This is something
that we should do.’’

Now I have not been in Washington
for all that long, but it is clear to me
from the time that I have been here in
Washington; you know, we are falling
all over ourselves these days, patting

each other on the back over getting the
deficit down, and frankly the deficit
has been coming down as the economy
has been performing well, but still, a
$126 billion deficit this year is $126 bil-
lion that goes on to the $6.6 or $5.4 tril-
lion debt, and in fact, even if the Presi-
dent’s budget is adopted, which I ques-
tion that it will be, and even if his eco-
nomic assumptions are accurate, the
debt at the end of the 5-year period in
the year 2002 is $2.6 trillion.

Now that is $26,000 for every man,
woman, and child in America, and fur-
thermore, a kid born in America today
will spend $200,000 over the course of
their lifetime just to pay the interest
on the money that we have borrowed.
And when you put that in that context,
you realize that this vote is really a
vote about the future of this country
and what we are doing to the next gen-
eration of Americans, and I believe
profoundly that, as we debate this over
the next couple of weeks, that this is
the most important vote that we will
make for the future of America, and I
would like to think that this body, the
Congress, could make those decisions,
but frankly, it has proven over the
years that it cannot. In fact, the Presi-
dent’s budget, what is supposed to bal-
ance the budget by the year 2002, in
fact puts 73 percent of the savings after
he leaves office.

We have proven that we do not have
the political courage to make the deci-
sions to get out country on a sound fis-
cal track, and so I would ask the
Democrats and the Republicans, people
from both sides of the aisle—I know
many of the Democrats who ran in this
last election year, and many of my Re-
publican colleagues, as well as fresh-
men, ran on support of a balanced
budget amendment, and it is too im-
portant to the future of this country.

I have a strong commitment to So-
cial Security; most of the Members of
this body do; and I will not do anything
in my support for a balanced budget
amendment that does in any way di-
minish that strong support. But this is
not about Social Security. It is about
the future of this country. And if we do
not do something, we not only will not
have any money for Social Security,
but for every other program that we
have in America today.

And so this is a vote for our kids, this
is a vote for our families, this is a vote
for the future, and as the debate begins
in the next few weeks, and I would cer-
tainly hope that the Senate will have
the votes next week to pass a balanced
budget amendment, and if they do and
it comes over to the House, that we
will work together as Republicans and
Democrats, because this is not a Re-
publican issue or a Democrat issue,
this is an American issue, and it is
critical to the future of this country
that we do the right thing for our kids.

And so, Mr. Speaker, despite all the
ads that may be running out there, I
hope that in this vote that we will take
in the next few weeks that this body
will serve our country well and serve
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our kids well and enact a balanced
budget amendment that will bring the
fiscal discipline to this Congress, to
this country, that we have lacked since
1969, which is the last time that we bal-
anced our budget.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SCARBOROUGH) to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material:)

Mr. HUTCHINSON, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, on March 5.
Mr. SCARBOROUGH, for 5 minutes,

today.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SCARBOROUGH) and to in-
clude extraneous matter:)

Mr. TOWNS.
Mr. PAYNE.
Mr. VENTO.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. SCARBOROUGH) and to in-
clude extraneous matter:)

Mr. GINGRICH in three instances.
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska.
Mr. COBLE.
Mr. PORTER.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WOLF) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA.
Mr. ALLEN.
Mr. BENTSEN.
Mr. PORTER.

f

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 2 o’clock and 30 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Tuesday, March
4, 1997, at 12:30 p.m. for morning hour
debates.

f

RULES AND REPORTS SUBMITTED
PURSUANT TO THE CONGRES-
SIONAL REVIEW ACT

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(d), executive
communications [final rules] submit-
ted to the House pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1) during the period of May 22,
1996, through January 7, 1997, shall be
treated as though received on March 3,
1997. Original dates of transmittal,
numberings, and referrals to commit-
tee of those executive communications
remain as indicated in the executive
communication section of the relevant
CONGRESSIONAL RECORDS of the 104th
Congress.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XXIV, execu-
tive communications were taken from
the Speaker’s table and referred as fol-
lows:

2008. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Nevada: Final
Authorization of State Hazardous Waste
Management Program Revisions [FRL–5699–
5] received February 28, 1997, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

2009. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Designation of
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes:
Ohio [OH54–2; FRL–5698–4] received February
28, 1997, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to
the Committee on Commerce.

2010. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Clean Air Act
Approval and Promulgation of State Imple-
mentation Plan for Colorado; Carbon Mon-
oxide Attainment Demonstrations and Re-
lated SIP Elements for Denver and
Longmont; Clean Air Act Reclassification;
Oxygenated Gasoline Program [CO–001–0011;
CO–001–0012; CO–001–0013; CO–001–0014; FRL–
5692–3] received February 28, 1997, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on
Commerce.

2011. A letter from the Director, Office of
Regulatory Management and Information,
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting the Agency’s final rule—Regulation of
Fuels and Fuel Additives: Adjustments to In-
dividual Baselines for the Reformulated Gas-
oline and Anti-Dumping Programs [AMS–
FRL–5696–2] received February 28, 1997, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Commit-
tee on Commerce.

2013. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting the 1997 ‘‘International Narcot-
ics Control Strategy Report,’’ pursuant to 22
U.S.C. 2291(b)(2); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations.

2014. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, the Department of
State, transmitting the President’s deter-
mination regarding certification of the 32
major illicit narcotics producing and transit
countries, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2291 (H. Doc.
No. 105–50); to the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and ordered to be printed.

2015. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State,
transmitting a report of activities under the
Freedom of Information Act for the calendar
year 1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(e); to the
Committee on Government Reform and
Oversight.

2016. A letter from the Agency Freedom of
Information Officer (1105), Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting a report of
activities under the Freedom of Information
Act for the calendar year 1996, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552; to the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight.

2017. A letter from the Chairman, Board of
Governors, Federal Reserve System, trans-
mitting a report of activities under the Free-
dom of Information Act for the calendar year
1996, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(d); to the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and Over-
sight.

2018. A letter from the Chairman, National
Credit Union Administration, transmitting a
report of activities under the Freedom of In-
formation Act for the calendar year 1996,

pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(d); to the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight.

2019. A letter from the National Endow-
ment for Democracy, transmitting a report
of activities under the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act for the calendar year 1996, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 552(e); to the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform and Oversight.

2020. A letter from the Vice President and
General Counsel, Overseas Private Invest-
ment Corporation, transmitting a report of
activities under the Freedom of Information
Act for the calendar year 1996, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552(e); to the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight.

2021. A letter from the Chairman, Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting
a report of activities under the Freedom of
Information Act for the calendar year 1996,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552(b); to the Committee
on Government Reform and Oversight.

2022. A letter from the Deputy Associate
Director for Compliance, Department of the
Interior, transmitting notification of pro-
posed refunds of excess royalty payments in
OCS areas, pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1339(b); to
the Committee on Resources.

2023. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule—Fisheries of
the Northeastern United States; Northeast
Multispecies Fishery; Framework Adjust-
ment 16 [Docket No. 970214031–7031–01; I.D.
011697C] received March 3, 1997, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Re-
sources.

2024. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans-
mitting the Administration’s final rule—
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Offshore Component Pollock in
the Aleutian Islands Subarea [Docket No.
961107312–7021–02; I.D. 022197A] received
March 3, 1997, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Resources.

2025. A letter from the Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s final rule—Fisheries of
the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South At-
lantic; Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources
of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic;
Trip Limit Reduction [Docket No. 950725189–
6245–04; I.D. 022697B] received March 3, 1997,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Resources.

2026. A letter from the Secretary of the
Navy, transmitting the Department’s report
entitled ‘‘U.S. Navy Ship Solid Waste Com-
pliance Plan for MARPOL Annex V Special
Areas,’’ pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 1903; jointly, to
the Committees on National Security and
Transportation and Infrastructure.

2027. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General for Administration, Department of
Justice, transmitting the National Institute
of Corrections’ plan for Short-Term Improve-
ments for the District of Columbia (D.C.) De-
partment of Corrections, pursuant to Public
Law 104–134; jointly, to the Committees on
Appropriations, the Judiciary, and Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight.

f

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 5 of rule X and clause 4
of rule XXII, public bills and resolu-
tions were introduced and severally re-
ferred as follows:

By Mr. COX of California (for himself,
Mr. RAHALL, Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. HALL
of Texas, Mr. DELAY, Mr. LIVINGSTON,
Mr. BLILEY, Mr. SOLOMON, Ms. MOL-
INARI, Mr. PITTS, Mr. LARGENT, Mr.
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