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providing health care for our children
must be a top priority. Yesterday the
Democratic leaders asked the majority
leadership to move the expansion of
health care coverage for children to the
top of their legislative agenda. There
are 10 million reasons why we must do
this, for the 10 million children in this
country living without health insur-
ance.

If there is one thing the American
people are counting on us to do, it is to
make the world a better place for their
families, and we cannot have healthy
families without healthy kids. We need
to make health care work for all of
America’s children. We must take this
issue, make it a top priority, in this
new session of the Congress.

f

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT
APPEARS DOOMED

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, by any
measure of public opinion the balanced
budget amendment is one of the most
popular political issues in America
today. But sadly, because some politi-
cians believe that it is perfectly ac-
ceptable to say one thing at home and
do another in Washington, DC, we have
a situation where the will of the Amer-
ican people will be thwarted once
again. This is the kind of thing the
American people have come to loathe
about Washington, DC. This is why
they threw out the last majority in
1994, because they were tired of seeing
politicians say one thing and do an-
other.

Mr. Speaker, it is a very sad day
today. The balanced budget amend-
ment has wide bipartisan support in
this body and in the Nation as a whole.
But as long as the American people
keep sending Representatives and Sen-
ators to Congress who do still believe
in honor, who do still believe in trust
and who do still believe in telling the
truth, we will eventually have a bal-
anced budget amendment.

f

‘‘SCHINDLER’S LIST’’

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to talk about
some of the inappropriate actions of
some Members of this House. I cannot
begin to fathom why someone watching
the Academy Award winning
‘‘Schindler’s List’’ on television the
other night would choose to focus their
attention on the harsh language or the
images depicted in the film rather than
the horrifying message of that film.

Yes; an apology was given, a little
late I might add, for the Holocaust is
one of mankind’s worst moments in
history and the importance of telling

this story to the widest audience pos-
sible is what happened the other night.
Those of us with compassion and feel-
ing understood that history cannot be
repeated. Only by retelling the story
can we prevent millions of innocent
victims from losing their lives again.
The story of man’s inhumanity to man
should have been the focus, not some-
one’s prurient interest in this great
film.

Mr. Speaker, some apologies come
too late and are disingenuous in light
of what was said. I think we need to
understand where these insensitive
comments come from, just as we under-
stand where the comments came from
yesterday about the Branch Davidians
and David Koresh were innocent vic-
tims. They were not. They raped young
women.

Mr. Speaker, I hope this pattern does
not continue. I think this House needs
to get on with the right kind of busi-
ness, the people’s business.
f

THE BALANCED BUDGET AMEND-
MENT AND POTOMAC FEVER

(Mr. WHITE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WHITE. Mr. Speaker, it looks as
though the balanced budget amend-
ment once again is going to fall victim
to the disease that we see way too
much of here in Washington, DC, a dis-
ease that you might call Potomac
fever. How do you know if you have Po-
tomac fever?

Well, if you have wobbly knees or are
weak or of faint heart, you might have
Potomac fever. If you have a sudden
urge to break a campaign promise,
then you definitely have Potomac fever
because that is what we see all too
much of here today.

This disease is not restricted to a
particular party or a particular issue,
and the effects are devastating not
only on a politician’s career, that is
OK, but also on the sort of legislation
that we can enact in this House.

Mr. Speaker, unfortunately with the
balanced budget amendment, the les-
son is very clear. The American people
support this amendment, our country
needs this amendment so we can get
our budget in order. But because of Po-
tomac fever, it looks like we are not
going to get it again this year. That is
a shame, Mr. Speaker. I hope we can do
it again next year.
f

KIDS HEALTH CARE

(Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. HOOLEY of Oregon. Mr. Speaker,
we have an opportunity to help the 10-
million-plus children in the United
States who do not have health insur-
ance. Together we can help families
help themselves by providing parents
with a tax credit that will enable them
to purchase health insurance for their
children. When you really think about

it, the current situation is unconscion-
able; 10 million uninsured children
have to rely on emergency room treat-
ment instead of their family doctor for
treatment; 90 percent of these unin-
sured children have parents who work,
but their employers do not provide
health coverage for their children.

Mr. Speaker, I think about the par-
ents who lay awake each night wonder-
ing what they will do if their kids get
sick. Caring for your children is per-
haps the most basic human instinct
and, as things stand now, millions of
hard-working parents are having trou-
ble providing health coverage for their
children.

We can help. Soon I will cosponsor a
plan that requires insurance companies
to provide kids-only health plans with
tax credits to help families pay the pre-
miums. I believe this is something
Members from both sides of the aisle
can agree on. It is not a new program.
It is a program to help our children.
f

SUPPORT H.R. 636 TO PROHIBIT
CERTAIN EXECUTIVE BRANCH
FUNDRAISING

(Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. FOX of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to alert my colleagues to the
importance of H.R. 636. This legisla-
tion, which is bipartisan, would pro-
hibit from this moment forward, once
adopted, the fundraising at the White
House, the Vice President’s residence
or any of the retreats that are in the
executive branch.

We need this to restore confidence
with the public when it comes to cam-
paign fundraising and as well this area
of executive fundraising. We already
have restrictions here in the House and
Senate on any fundraising in the Cap-
itol. The same should apply at the
White House.

We passed last year the gift ban. We
passed last year lobby disclosure re-
form. Now we need to have campaign
finance reform. And H.R. 636 will be a
great part of campaign finance reform
by making it off limits to sell any part
of the White House for fundraising, soft
money or any other kind of political
fundraising. I appreciate the support of
my colleagues and look forward to its
passage.
f

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR
CHILDREN

(Mr. BLAGOJEVICH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, as
a new father I can think of nothing
more important than the health of our
children. It is immoral that 10 million
children in this Nation do not have the
comfort and protection of health insur-
ance.

In my State of Illinois, there are al-
most a half million children without



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH678 February 27, 1997
health insurance. Many of their par-
ents cannot afford to send them to doc-
tors or dentists for regular checkups.
In fact, doctors never see half of unin-
sured children with asthma or one-
third of those with persistent ear infec-
tions.

The answer is clear. Congress should
encourage the creation of affordable
kids-only insurance plans. Right now
the United States is the only major in-
dustrialized Nation whose children do
not have a guarantee of health insur-
ance. With 10 million of our children
endangered without insurance, think
about it; 10 million American children
have no health insurance. What does it
say about us if we fail to act?
f

A LEGACY OF DEFENSE CUTS

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, the
President’s defense budget is now in,
and he continues to slash national se-
curity. He has cut the Army from 18 di-
visions, that is what we had during
Desert Storm, to 10 divisions. Cut it al-
most in half. He has cut our air power
from 24 fighter airwings to only 13. He
has cut air power almost in half. He
has cut our Navy from 546 ships, that is
what we had during Desert Storm, to
only 346 ships.

Mr. Speaker, this President wants a
legacy, but if we endorse his budget on
national security, his legacy will be
that he is the President that left us un-
prepared for war.
f

EXPANDING HEALTH INSURANCE
FOR AMERICAN CHILDREN

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, as a fa-
ther and also a Member of this body, I
rise to add my voice to those leaders of
my party who yesterday called upon
the majority to work in this session to-
ward expanding health insurance for
American children. When we know that
10 million American children have no
health coverage, I wonder why the ma-
jority leadership of this body needs to
be asked to make this pressing need for
American families a priority.

Mr. Speaker, our economy is chang-
ing and unfortunately too many new
jobs do not offer health insurance for
workers’ families and workers’ chil-
dren. Ninety percent of these uninsured
children’s parents work. I was proud to
participate in the introduction of the
families first agenda last year when I
was a candidate for this office. That
agenda addresses the real needs of our
families and if made into law would
make health coverage available to
those families. Those are the priorities
of the people of the Ninth District of
Texas and that they elected me to fight
for. It may not be popular inside the
beltway but if we want to rebuild the

trust of the American people in this in-
stitution, those are the priorities both
parties should share.

f

PASS BALANCED BUDGET
AMENDMENT FOR OUR CHILDREN

(Mr. SCARBOROUGH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I
love children. I have two children my-
self, and I enjoy listening to politicians
try to use children for their own politi-
cal gain, especially when it smacks of
hypocrisy. Some politicians in Wash-
ington love children so much that they
go to them first when they want to
steal their money. This country is in
debt to the tune of $5.5 trillion and
guess who Senator KERREY’s commis-
sion, a Democrat, said was going to be
paying for that $5 trillion?

b 1230

Senator KERREY’s commission says
by the year 2020, because of the $5.5
trillion deficit, our children will pay 89
percent of every dollar they earn to
taxes to the Federal Government.

Now if these people really love chil-
dren, they can pass a balanced budget
amendment, get rid of Potomac fever;
stop promising one thing at home,
coming up to Washington DC, doing
something else, and start allowing our
children to have the same American
dream that each one of us was able to
enjoy.

Mr. Speaker, we need to pass it now.

f

CHILDREN’S HEALTH CARE

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
support the Democratic leadership’s
proposal to add children’s health care
to the priorities we address this ses-
sion. Today more than 10 million
American children have no health in-
surance coverage.

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday the New
York Times reported that over the past
5 years the number of children without
insurance has risen twice as fast as the
number of adults. Most of these are the
children of working families earning
between $15,000 and $45,000 per year. In
my State the Maine Health Care Com-
mission estimated that in 1996 36,000
Maine children had no health insurance
coverage, and 91 percent of Maine’s un-
insured children live in families with
at least one working parent.

Ten million American children rely-
ing on emergency room treatment in-
stead of a family physician is wrong
and expensive. We can and must do bet-
ter. This Congress should encourage
kids-only insurance policies and ex-
pand basic Medicaid coverage to unin-
sured children.

PASS THE BALANCED BUDGET
AMENDMENT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, as a fa-
ther of four children I certainly share
the concern that so many people have
expressed about our children. That is
why I am hoping that many Members
on that side will join us in the passage
of a balanced budget amendment.

As we know, yesterday, because of
the New Jersey Senator, the balanced
budget appears to be dead in the U.S.
Senate. But, as my colleagues know, if
we are going to balance the budget we
have to have that constraint. It is the
same constraint my colleagues and I
have in our households; it is the con-
straints that parents have when they
are saying no to their children who
want more of this and more of that.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. SCARBOROUGH] mentioned
earlier that if we continue on the path
we are on, our children will have a tax
rate of 89 percent just to maintain the
present level of goods and services in
America.

While I know there are Members of
the House who want a brand new enti-
tlement program, I think it is very im-
portant that we look at what are we
going to do for tomorrow’s children. If
we want to help the children of tomor-
row, we should not enslave them with
an 80- or 90-percent tax burden. Reach
out to them and let them share in the
American dream so that they can go
out and help another generation.
f

INVESTING IN THE HEALTH OF
OUR CHILDREN

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Mr. Speaker, I want
to also challenge my colleagues to
begin to think that we as a Nation
have an opportunity to say that our
children indeed are important, not only
as we want to use them to talk about
the balanced budget or use them to
talk about education. But when it is
said, really when one thinks of how a
society reacts, it is how it takes care of
its children. Surely, surely, the health
of our young people is equally as im-
portant as the opportunity for them to
pay taxes.

Their health indeed may mean that
we may pay less taxes if we invest
early. Recent reports have indicated
that if we take care of our children
early in their life, not only their car-
pentry skills but their health skills
and education skills are better. And,
therefore, if we invest in our children
we have an opportunity not to have
such severe health costs later in life.

So investing in our children is not a
Democratic issue, it is not a Repub-
lican; it should be an American issue
because we care about our children.
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