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the children of every working parent in
this country the greatest gift of all:
the gift of economic security for their
future, and for future generations of
Americans.
f

DEMOCRATS STOOD UP AND
FOUGHT FOR HARD-WORKING
FAMILIES

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remind my Democratic col-
leagues of what we can accomplish
when we stand up and fight for what we
believe in.

Last week our Republican colleagues
were calling a tax cut for hard-working
police officers and kindergarten teach-
ers welfare. But Democrats stood tall
and fought hard for tax relief for all
Americans who work for a living, who
pay taxes, even though they may not
make a lot of money.

Today, this House will vote on a tax
bill that includes a $500 tax credit for
all of America’s working families. This
bill also provides a $1,500 HOPE schol-
arship to make college more affordable
for middle-class families, and $24 bil-
lion for children’s health care, the sin-
gle largest investment in health care
since 1965.

All of these priorities the Democrats
in the last several weeks have fought
and stood tall on and have won. The
Democrats said, in fact, that what they
did not want to do was to provide tax
breaks for the richest and the wealthi-
est in this country. It is middle class
families who have won the benefit of
the Democrats’ hard work in these last
several weeks.
f

TODAY MARKS A START IN REVIS-
ING TAX SYSTEM AND TAX PHI-
LOSOPHY IN UNITED STATES

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, we are
here today taking a step toward revis-
ing the tax system and revising the tax
philosophy that has too long been
headed in the other direction. We are
here today to decide that American
families can spend their money better
than the Government can spend their
money.

The only bad news in the bill for
working families today is it is going to
be 6 months before they begin to see
what really happens when they have
their money back instead of the Gov-
ernment having that money.

A $500-per-child tax credit means to a
family of three, a working family of
three, $125 every month that the Gov-
ernment has been spending that they
can now start spending next year. It is
going to make a difference.

This bill will make a difference as we
work to make education more afford-

able. Vocational education, college
education, $5,000 in tax credits over 4
years of college; tax savings accounts,
education savings accounts that are
going to be tax free, that allow families
to save for college. We will not be tax-
ing the interest on student loans any
more.

This is a great day for American fam-
ilies, Mr. Speaker.
f

DEMOCRATS MADE TAX BILL
BETTER FOR WORKING FAMILIES

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I think all of us have a recol-
lection of gathering at the family
home and knowing that in the kitchen
a stew is brewing. But that stew does
not begin to get good until it gets
stirred. Today we vote on a bill that
the Democrats stirred and made well.

I want to speak to those individuals
that may be in fact not where our voice
can be heard. Maybe they have a black
and white television set, maybe they
do not have access to the C–SPAN, but
let me tell them, as they go to their
jobs and make $20,000 a year, the
Democrats have put together a tax bill
that will help them.

Or maybe they make $25,000. The
Democrats have stirred the pot to help
them, because they get a $500-a-year
child tax credit, and we respect the
fact that they are out working for a
living. The Democrats also gave them
$1,500 so they can start that college
education in the Houston Community
College, which I represent, or any com-
munity college around the Nation.

The Democrats recognize that these
working families they may not be
somewhere advocating and lobbying,
but we recognize that they make
America work. And to the small busi-
nesses, we say we count on them too,
because the Democrats give them a $1
million tax exemption that starts next
year!

The Democrats stirred the pot on
this tax bill, and made it fair.
f

b 1030

THREAT TO FREEDOM, TOO MUCH
POWER IN HANDS OF GOVERN-
MENT

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, when the Founders were
debating the Constitution in Philadel-
phia in 1787, one of the most important
subjects of debate concerned what they
considered to be threats to freedom.

Some thought that too much govern-
ment power was the greatest threat to
freedom. Some thought that too much
power in the hands of the majority
would be a threat to the freedom of mi-
norities.

Men like Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison wrote extensively
about these threats to freedom, and
they were right. Today I would like to
call special attention to the threat to
freedom that Thomas Jefferson feared
the most, too much power in the hands
of government. When the government
takes nearly one-half of a family’s in-
come, government has too much power.

Today we consider whether to take a
cue from President Jefferson and re-
duce the power of government by pass-
ing the tax relief package currently be-
fore Congress, before us now, and to re-
turn the authority to the very families
that sent us here to do the job.
f

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT

(Mrs. TAUSCHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the Taxpayer Relief Act
and to celebrate the balanced budget
agreement.

The balanced budget agreement that
we are voting on to implement this
week will eliminate the deficit and
strengthen the foundation of our econ-
omy. It will also put more money in
the hands of the American taxpayers
through the child tax credit, the HOPE
scholarship plan, and reductions in the
capital gains tax rates and greater pro-
tection from estate taxes.

Most importantly, this agreement
provides tax relief in a fair and equi-
table manner. Working families in
America who deserve the child tax
credit will be eligible to receive it.
Middle-class families struggling to
save enough money to put their chil-
dren through college will qualify for
the HOPE scholarship plan, and in-
creased protection from estate taxes
will protect more families from
unaffordable tax bills when they in-
herit a small family business or farm.

At the same time, reckless and
unaffordable tax cuts have been
dropped in this agreement, protecting
the budget from exploding deficits in
the future. The balanced budget agree-
ment provides a sensible path toward
eliminating the deficit and providing
tax relief.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
balanced budget agreement, and I en-
courage my colleagues to support it as
well.
f

GREAT DAY FOR EVERY
AMERICAN

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, what an
incredible difference the Republican
Congress makes. Just a few short years
ago, we saw the largest tax increase in
history proposed by President Clinton.
We are going to be repealing large
parts of that today, and we saw a plan
for nationalized health insurance,
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much of which is going to be addressed
successfully with our private sector ap-
proach that is included in this bill.

Today we celebrate the first balanced
budget in nearly three decades, we cel-
ebrate the first tax cut in 16 years, and
we mark the transformation of Bill
Clinton from a tax-and-spend liberal to
custodian of the Republican legacy of
lower taxes and less government. It is
a great day for every American.

f

TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, the
last speaker and I probably are book-
ends for this Congress. Yesterday and
today, 44 million people without health
insurance in this country; maybe we
gave health insurance to 2 million chil-
dren. The other 42 million, we could
not seem to address that issue, while
we can give a $95 billion tax break this
afternoon.

Now, in my view, this is payday for
people who pay for campaigns. There
are a few bones for people who have
kids and a little bit for education, but
the long-term effects of this bill are for
those people who contribute to cam-
paigns.

The New York Times says the deal’s
long-term effects has economists un-
easy because they look at what hap-
pens in the long run. I believe that we
have to deal with the issue of soft
money in campaigns when we come
back in September. The Members of
this House have to be prepared to sit
and deal with that issue if we are going
to change the way this country’s eco-
nomics go.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Mr. Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested.

S. 871. An act to establish the Oklahoma
City National Memorial as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System; to designate the Okla-
homa City Memorial Trust, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
2015) ‘‘An Act to provide for reconcili-
ation pursuant to subsections (b)(1) and
(c) of section 105 of the concurrent res-
olution on the budget for fiscal year
1998.’’.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2014,
TAXPAYER RELIEF ACT OF 1997
Mr. DREIER, from the Committee on

Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 105–221) on the resolution (H.
Res. 206) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 2014) to provide
for reconciliation pursuant to sub-
sections (b)(2) and (d) of section 105 of
the concurrent resolution on the budg-
et for fiscal year 1998, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered printed.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 206 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 206
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider the
conference report to accompany the bill
(H.R. 2014) to provide for reconciliation pur-
suant to subsections (b)(2) and (d) of section
105 of the concurrent resolution on the budg-
et for fiscal year 1998. All points of order
against the conference report and against its
consideration are waived. The conference re-
port shall be considered as read. The con-
ference report shall be debatable for two and
one half hours equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for pur-
poses of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas [Mr. FROST]. All time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.
Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time
as I may consume.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, if I were
to address the American people, I
would say, Today, you can finally be-
lieve that you will get a tax cut. We
will pass it. The President will sign it.
You can take this tax cut to the bank.

This rule provides for consideration
of the conference report on H.R. 2014,
the long-awaited Archer tax cut bill.
The rule waives all points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 2014 and against its con-
sideration. The rule provides that the
conference report be considered as
read. The rule also provides for 21⁄2
hours of debate equally divided and
controlled between the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Speaker, I want to point out at
the beginning that a balanced budget,
even with this tax relief, will not solve
all of our Nation’s problems. However,
the Archer bill is a major victory for
American workers who pay the tax-
ation that run the Government.

The American family has not seen
tax relief from their excessive Federal
tax burden since 1981. Taxes eat up too
much of the average family budget. I
am honored to represent many working
families who, unfortunately, pay more
in taxes then they spend on food, cloth-

ing, and housing combined. Hard work-
ing people who save for retirement or
struggle to build a small business or
family farm see Federal taxes eat up
far too much of their savings and in-
vestments. The Archer bill will help to
address those problems.

Last November, the American people
gave Congress and the President a
mandate to balance the Federal budg-
et, provide tax relief for working fami-
lies, create incentives for private sec-
tor job creation, preserve the Medicare
program, and promote quality edu-
cational opportunities for all children.

Let us face it, Mr. Speaker, many
Americans did not believe that we
would deliver. Commitments from
elected officials mean little or nothing
to those disillusioned by broken prom-
ises of big government and high taxes.

A Washington Post columnist, David
Broder, once described the President’s
trust deficit with the American people
as even more damaging than the budg-
et deficit. Congress is helping to elimi-
nate both.

In November of 1994, American voters
made Republicans the majority in Con-
gress for the first time in four decades.
They wanted a change, and the new
Congress vowed to succeed where pre-
vious Congresses had failed. That
change in leadership sent us down the
path that we are on today.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican major-
ity believed that keeping promises was
as important a goal as balancing the
budget, cutting taxes and reducing the
size and scope of the overly intrusive
Federal Government. Now, there is no
doubt that this zeal did not always
adapt well to the political realities of
divided government. The American
people have watched Washington’s
rocky moments with some understand-
able frustration, but they have also
witnessed some momentous accom-
plishments, and from my perspective,
the Archer tax relief legislation is at
the top of that list.

As the sponsor of the bipartisan, job
creating and investment encouraging
capital gains tax relief bill, which I
join with my colleague, the gentle-
woman from Kansas City, MO [Ms.
MCCARTHY] and other Democrats and
Republicans, we put together the larg-
est number of cosponsors, I want to
thank the gentleman from Texas [Mr.
ARCHER], the chairman, for the tremen-
dous work that he did in the face of the
outdated class warfare rhetoric that
came from some of our colleagues on
the other side of the aisle. Reducing
the job killing, investment stifling cap-
ital gains tax is the single best way to
promote wage growth, spur real eco-
nomic growth, and ensure that we will
balance the budget by the year 2002. I
applaud the effort of our negotiators
because they share the commitment to
raise the wages of American workers
and ensure that strong growth balances
the budget.

At the end of the day, when the dust
clears, we must look back over the past
3 years with some amazement and
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