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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. GIBBONS].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 30, 1997.

I hereby designate the Honorable Jim GiB-
BONS to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

May Your good word, O God, that
comforts and gives strength, be with
those who have suffered from violence
and hatred and who have experienced
the brutality of conflict. We remember
especially those innocents who go
about their daily lives seeking only to
do their work and know their families
and yet who suffer so tragically from
the cruelty of malice and hatred. In
spite of the strife known to nations and
peoples, we pray that we will be instru-
ments of peace and messengers of good-
will so that everyone may know the
bounty of Your grace and Your peace.
Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California [Mr. FARR]

come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. FARR of California
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

led the

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate had passed
with amendments in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested, bills of
the House of the following titles:

H.R. 2209. An act making appropriations
for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses; and

H.R. 2266. An act making appropriations
for the Department of Defense for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1998, and for other
purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendments to
the bill (H.R. 2209) ““An Act making ap-
propriations for the Legislative Branch
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes,” requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. BENNETT, Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. CRAIG, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr.
DORGAN, Mrs. BOXER, and Mr. BYRD, to
be the conferees on the part of the Sen-
ate.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 2266) ‘“An Act making ap-
propriations for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses,”” requests a conference with the
House on the disagreeing votes of the
two Houses thereon, and appoints Mr.
STEVENS, Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. SPECTER,
Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. BoND, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. SHELBY, Mr. GREGG, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. HOLLINGS,
Mr. BYRD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. BUMPERS,

Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. HARKIN, and Mr.
DORGAN, to be the conferees on the part
of the Senate.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 1757) ““An Act to consoli-
date international affairs agencies, to
authorize appropriations for the De-
partment of State and related agencies
for fiscal years 1998 and 1999, and to en-
sure that the enlargement of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
proceeds in a manner consistent with
United States interests, to strengthen
relations between the United States
and Russia, to preserve the preroga-
tives of the Congress with respect to
certain arms control agreements, and
for other purposes’, disagreed to by
the House and agrees to the conference
asked by the House on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses thereon, and
appoints Mr. HELMS, Mr. COVERDELL,
Mr. HAGEL, Mr. GRAMS, Mr. BIDEN, Mr.
SARBANES, and Mr. DopD, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain ten 1-minute
speeches from each side.

TAX RELIEF

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, it appears
to finally be here, we have an agree-
ment on tax relief for working Ameri-
cans. Congress and the White House
have come together and developed a
package that will sustain a strong
economy.

Is it perfect or the best we could do?
Probably not. But in a democracy we
all give a little. So it is not perfect but
tax relief is necessary and it is long
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overdue. The St. Louis Post Dispatch
said it well when it said: Nobody asked
wage earners in Missouri if they could
afford President Clinton’s 1993 tax in-
crease. The Republican tax relief plan
puts some of the money back where it
belongs, in the pockets of working
Americans. The tax relief plans passed
by the House and the Senate are not
government handouts. This money be-
longs to the workers of Missouri and
they should not have to come on
bended knee to the Federal Govern-
ment just to keep more of what they
worked so hard to earn.

It is the same for wage earners in
Kansas in my district and across Amer-
ica, they should keep more of what
they worked so hard to earn. | urge my
colleagues to vote for the tax relief
plan for working families. It is long
overdue.

CONDEMNING TERRORISM IN
JERUSALEM

(Mr. LANTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise
with a sense of profound outrage and
steely determination to denounce the
murderous terrorist attack against
children, women, and elderly men in
Jerusalem’s open marketplace by the
assassins of Arab extremism, who are
hell-bent on destroying the peace proc-
ess so desperately craved by millions of
decent Israelis and Arabs in the region.

It is long past time for Arafat to
order his huge police force to destroy
the countless terrorist nests scattered
through the territory under his con-
trol. Until Arafat focuses his vast re-
sources on destroying terrorism, there
can be no progress toward peace in the
region.

This morning | am introducing a res-
olution condemning today’s terrorist
attack in Jerusalem, expressing the
solidarity of the Congress and the
American people with the grieving
families and people of Israel and call-
ing on Arafat to begin in earnest a war
against the assassins of people and
peace in the Holy Land. This resolution
is cosponsored by the distinguished Re-
publican chairman of the House Com-
mittee on International Relations, Mr.
GILMAN, and the distinguished ranking
Democratic member of the Committee
on International Relations, Mr. HAMIL-
TON. It is supported by the Democratic
leader, the gentleman from Missouri,
Mr. GEPHARDT, and Senator HELMS and
Senator BIDEN are concurrently intro-
ducing it in the other body.

TAX CUTS FOR MORE FREEDOM
AND LESS GOVERNMENT

(Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Mr.
Speaker, the sun is rising this morning
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in America and shining on many happy
faces. Taxpayers are celebrating be-
cause conservatives in Congress and
President Clinton have agreed on plans
to simultaneously balance the budget
for the first time in more than 30 years
while providing tax cuts for the first
time in 16 years.

Liberals however have woken up and
are crying boohoo. Liberals are aghast
at the prospects of the Federal Govern-
ment balancing its budget and reducing
spending. Liberals are horrified by the
Federal Government simultaneously
letting taxpayers keep more of the
money that they earn. Oh, the horror,
the horror.

Tax cuts equal more freedom for in-
dividual hard-working American tax-
payers and less power for the Federal
Government in Washington. No wonder
liberals are crying boohoo.

DEMOCRATS DESERVE CREDIT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats and Republicans have reached a
historic balanced budget deal, and this
morning | want to congratulate my
Democratic colleagues and the White
House for standing firm in defense of
what we knew was right. There is no
doubt that Democrats are responsible
for the inclusion of some of the budget
deal’s most important provisions.

As a result of the Democrats efforts,
the Federal budget will have $24 billion
to provide health care for at least 5
million children who would otherwise
have been uninsured. It will have a $500
per child tax credit for many families
with incomes under $30,000, thereby
covering 13 million more children than
would have been the case under the
GOP plan.

It will have education tax credits in-
cluding the President’s HOPE Scholar-
ship Program that would have been de-
nied to many students pursuant to the
Republican proposals.

Mr. Speaker, the Republicans clearly
felt the pressure from the White House
and the congressional Democrats in the
final days of the budget negotiations.
Indeed as a result of our defense of
what is right, we now have a budget
that will benefit the average working
American instead of just the rich one.

PROMISES MADE, PROMISES KEPT

(Mr. ROGAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, what a dif-
ference a few years makes. In 1993, Re-
publicans were entering their 39th year
in the minority in this House. That
year was significant because Congress
passed on to working people the largest
tax increase in American history. The
next year Republicans made a promise
to the American people. They said that
we will return more hard-earned money
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to working families, and put our na-
tional fiscal house in order, when we
balance our Federal budget.

Today, Mr. Speaker, we are on the
verge of a historic agreement, because
the promises made by our side are now
promises kept for the American people.
We are about to enact the first tax cut
in 16 years and the first balanced budg-
et since | was in the sixth grade.

Promises made, promises kept.

BORDER PATROLS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, due
to an unfortunate shooting on the bor-
der, the Pentagon has removed our
military troops from the Mexican bor-
der. That shooting must be inves-
tigated, but the simple truth is in the
last 3 months seven Border Patrol
agents were shot and the borders are
now wide open.

And from the community where this
young man was shot, a group came up
to meet with me, and listen to what
they said, Congress. They said they
want open borders, no immigration.
They oppose military troops on the
border.

Of an 8-hour shift, the Border Patrol
spends 6 hours in coffee shops, and
their local sheriff was convicted and is
in jail for smuggling 2,200 pounds of co-
caine.

Beam me up. America has no drug
program. We have got open borders. We
have got heroin and cocaine on every
street corner. Kids are dying and the
White House is more concerned with
politics than our children. Congress,
wake up. When it is as easy to get her-
oin and cocaine as it is to get aspirin,
there is something wrong in high
places.

THE COLLINS FAMILY

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, back in
the First District of Georgia what will
the tax cut mean to the Collins family?
Mr. and Mrs. Collins, who have a com-
bined income of $61,000 and three Kids,
Dennis, Tom, and Sue Ellen, the $500
per child tax credit means the Collins’
will pay $1,500 less in taxes next year.

Mr. Collins is a farmer. Mrs. Collins
is a school teacher. Because he is self-
employed, he can start deducting 100
percent of his health care costs. That
makes health care for the Collins fam-
ily more affordable and more acces-
sible. And when it comes time to estate
planning, to pass that family farm,
that American dream back down the
line to Tom, Dennis, and Sue Ellen, Mr.
and Mrs. Collins will now have a $2.6
million unified tax credit on their
death taxes that will be exempt from
the taxes so that they can pass the
farm on to the next generation.
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