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PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON
APPROPRIATIONS TO HAVE
UNTIL MIDNIGHT MONDAY, JULY
14, 1997 TO FILE REPORT ON FOR-
EIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT FI-
NANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
1998

Mr. REGULA. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that the Commit-
tee on Appropriations may have until
midnight Monday, July, 14, 1997 to file
a privileged report on the bill making
appropriations for Foreign Operations,
Export Financing and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1998, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All
points of order are reserved on the bill.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5 of rule I, the pending
business is the question of the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal of the last
day’s proceedings.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

COMMUNICATION FROM HONOR-
ABLE RICHARD A. GEPHARDT,
DEMOCRATIC LEADER

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable RICHARD
A. GEPHARDT, Democratic Leader:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OF-
FICE OF THE DEMOCRATIC LEADER,
Washington, DC, July 11, 1997.
Hon. NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to Section
40003 of Public Law 105-18, | hereby appoint
the following individuals to the National
Commission on the Cost of Higher Edu-
cation:

Dr. Blanche Touhill, St. Louis, Missouri.

Dr. Walter Massey, Atlanta, Georgia.

Yours very truly,
RICHARD A. GEPHARDT.

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JULY
14, 1997

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 3 p.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY,
JULY 15, 1997

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns on Monday, July 14,
1997, it adjourn to meet at 10:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, July 15, 1997, for morning
hour debates.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask

unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NA-
TIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE
ARTS FOR 1996—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce:

To the Congress of the United States:

It is my pleasure to transmit the An-
nual Report of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts for 1996.

One measure of a great nation is the
vitality of its culture, the dedication of
its people to nurturing a climate where
creativity can flourish. By supporting
our museums and theaters, our dance
companies and symphony orchestras,
our writers and our artists, the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts pro-
vides such a climate. Look through
this report and you will find many rea-
sons to be proud of our Nation’s cul-
tural life at the end of the 20th century
and what it portends for Americans
and the world in the years ahead.

Despite cutbacks in its budget, the
Endowment was able to fund thousands
of projects all across America—a mu-
seum in Sitka, Alaska; a dance com-
pany in Miami, Florida; a production of
a Eugene O’Neill play in New York
City; a Whistler exhibition in Chicago;
and artists in schools in all 50 States.
Millions of Americans were able to see
plays, hear concerts, and participate in
the arts in their hometowns, thanks to
the work of this small agency.

As we set our priorities for the com-
ing years, let’s not forget the vital role
the National Endowment for the Arts
must continue to play in our national
life. The Endowment shows the world
that we take pride in American culture
here and abroad. It is a beacon, not
only of creativity, but of freedom. And
let us keep that lamp brightly burning
now and for all time.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, July 11, 1997.
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COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA’S FISCAL YEAR 1998
BUDGET REQUEST ACT OF 1997—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Appropriations and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section
202(c)(5)(C)(ii) of the Financial Respon-
sibility and Management Assistance
Act of 1995 (‘‘the FRMA Act”), | am
transmitting the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s “‘Fiscal Year 1998
Budget Request Act of 1997.”

The Council’s proposed Fiscal Year
1998 Budget was disapproved by the Fi-
nancial Responsibility and Manage-
ment Assistance Authority (the ““‘Au-
thority’’) on June 12. Under the FRMA
Act, if the Authority disapproves the
Council’s financial plan and budget,
the Mayor must submit that budget to
the President to be transmitted to the
Congress. My transmittal of the Dis-
trict Council’s budget, as required by
law, does not represent an endorsement
of its contents. The budget also does
not reflect the effect of my proposed
Fiscal Year 1998 District of Columbia
revitalization plan.

The Authority is required to trans-
mit separately to the Mayor, the Coun-
cil, the President, and the Congress a
financial plan and budget. The Author-
ity sent its financial plan and budget
to the Congress on June 15.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
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STUDY ON OPERATION AND EF-
FECT OF THE NORTH AMERICAN
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CHABOT) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, without objection, referred to the
Committee on Ways and Means:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit the Study
on the Operation and Effect of the
North American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA), as required by section 512 of
the NAFTA Implementation Act (Pub-
lic Law 103-182; 107 Stat. 2155; 19 U.S.C.
3462). The Congress and the Adminis-
tration are right to be proud of this
historic agreement. This report pro-
vides solid evidence that NAFTA has
already proved its worth to the United
States during the 3 years it has been in
effect. We can look forward to realizing
NAFTA’s full benefits in the years
ahead.
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NAFTA has also contributed to the
prosperity and stability of our closest
neighbors and two of our most impor-
tant trading partners. NAFTA aided
Mexico’s rapid recovery from a severe
economic recession, even as that coun-
try carried forward a democratic trans-
formation of historic proportions.

NAFTA is an integral part of a
broader growth strategy that has pro-
duced the strongest U.S. economy in a
generation. This strategy rests on
three mutually supportive pillars: defi-
cit reduction, investing in our people
through education and training, and
opening foreign markets to allow
America to compete in the global econ-
omy. The success of that strategy can
be seen in the strength of the American
economy, which continues to experi-
ence strong investment, low unemploy-
ment, healthy job creation, and sub-
dued inflation.

Export growth has been central to
America’s economic expansion.
NAFTA, together with the Uruguay
Round Agreement, the Information
Technology Agreement, the WTO Tele-
communications Agreement, 22 sec-
toral trade agreements with Japan, and
over 170 other trade agreements, has
contributed to overall U.S. real export
growth of 37 percent since 1993. Exports
have contributed nearly one-third of
our economic growth—and have grown
three times faster than overall income.

Workers, business executives, small
business owners, and farmers across
American have contributed to the re-
surgence in American competitiveness.
The ability and determination of work-
ing people across America to rise to
the challenges of rapidly changing
technologies and global economic com-
petition is a great source of strength
for this Nation.

Cooperation between the Administra-
tion and the Congress on a bipartisan
basis has been critical in our efforts to
reduce the deficit, to conclude trade
agreements that level the global play-
ing field for America, to secure peace
and prosperity along America’s bor-
ders, and to help prepare all Americans
to benefit from expanded economic op-
portunities. I hope we can continue
working together to advance these
vital goals in the years to come.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.

THE WHITE HOUSE, July 11, 1997.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

THE QUINCY LIBRARY GROUP
FOREST RECOVERY AND ECO-
NOMIC STABILITY ACT OF 1997

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. HERGER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HERGER. Mr. Speaker, this week
marks a monumental breakthrough for resolv-
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ing conflict over forest management in our na-
tional forests. By passing the Quincy Library
Group Forest Recovery and Economic Stabil-
ity Act of 1997, we sent a message to Amer-
ica that local compromise and community con-
sensus is the new way of doing business on
environmental issues. For more than 15 years
environmentalists and members of the forest
products industry have waged war over man-
aging western forests.

In 1993, Bill Coates, Plumas County super-
visor from Quincy, CA, took up the challenge
of breaking the gridlock over forest manage-
ment. He did so by arranging a meeting with
environmental attorney Michael Jackson and
Sierra Pacific Industries forester Tom Nelson.
They met in the library because they knew
they wouldn't yell at each other. QLG is now
a coalition of 41 local environmentalists, forest
products industry representatives, public offi-
cials, and concerned citizens who meet each
month at the Quincy Library to discuss ways
to improve local forest health. This program
has been endorsed by local environmental or-
ganizations including the Plumas Audubon So-
ciety, the Friends of the Plumas Wilderness,
the Sierra Nevada Alliance, and the Shasta-
Tehama Bioregional Council. At the heart of
their discussions is the overriding threat that
fire will destroy the forests before any action
can be taken. Nationwide, last year more than
5.8 million acres burned with total fire sup-
pression costs close to $1 billion. The group
turned to the best science available, including
the recently released Sierra Nevada eco-
system project [SNEP] report which defines,
among other things, the elements of a healthy
forest. H.R. 858 takes the first vital step to-
ward conflict resolution of environmental is-
sues across the Nation by implementing the
QLG proposal as a 5-year pilot project on
three of northern California’s national forests.

This legislation passed with a recorded vote
of 429 to 1. It is fitting that a plan born from
consensus would, in the end, pass the House
of Representatives with a strong consensus
vote. The QLG plan represents an entirely
new approach to managing our Federal for-
ests. We now have a local group bringing
local solutions to Washington instead of
Washington forcing solutions on local commu-
nities. | want to thank everyone who played a
part in making this happen. This could never
have happened without all 41 members of the
Quincy Library Group; especially Bill Coates,
Tom Nelson, Michael B. Jackson, and Linda
Blum. This is truly their legislation. | want to
salute them and their efforts. This is the way
government should function. | also want to
thank DON YOUNG, HELEN CHENOWETH, DAVID
DREIER, BoB SMITH, Speaker GINGRICH, TOM
DELAY and the entire leadership, JiIM SAXTON,
WAYNE GILCHREST, TOM CAMPBELL, SHERRY
BOEHLERT, VIC FAzio, PETER DEFAZIO,
GEORGE MILLER, and every one of the 429
Members of Congress who supported this leg-
islation. | would also like to thank the commit-
tee staff whose understanding and dedication
brought this legislation to fruition.

Particularly | would like to thank Duane Gib-
son, Bill Simmons, Anne Heissenbuttle, Lloyd
Jones, Liz Megginson, Dave Tenny and from
my own staff John Magill, Fran Peace, Rich
Nolan, Steve Thompson, Dallas Scholes,
Dave Meurer, Dave Oleander, Mike
Digiordano, Patsy Atkins, Kathy Summers,
Donna Burton, Lemoine Sharpe, Ron Shinn,
Katy-Duke Chamberlin, Annette Gatten, Lisa
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Strohman, and George Morris. This is a great
victory. We have finally shown that com-
promise and bipartisan effort does pay off.
Again, thank you for your support and for
helping us save the environment in northern
California. | hope this bill will move expedi-
tiously through the Senate and eventually be
signed into law. | would also encourage that
we take the momentum from this bill and use
our new-found ability to compromise in a way
that makes this Congress a success for Amer-
ica.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. FILNER] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. FILNER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

THE AGENDA OF THE REPUBLICAN
PARTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. SAXTON]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, | took
out this 5-minute special order to hope-
fully bring some perspective to some of
the things that were said here in the
House this week.

Mr. Speaker, it has been said over
and over again that the agenda for the
majority party, at least, in the House
over the past several weeks has been
threefold; one, to move toward a bal-
anced budget; two, to reduce the tax
burden on the American people; and
three, to save Medicare.

I would like to talk about the first
two of those three issues for just a cou-
ple of minutes, as | said, to try to bring
some perspective to this week’s debate.
I recently read an article that was
written, an op ed piece, by an individ-
ual that 1 know who is quite famous in
the economic world. His name is Mil-
ton Friedman. He is a fellow at the
Hoover Institute. He wrote about the
economy of this country and, because
of what has happened, is in the process
of happening in Hong Kong, compared
our economy with the economy and the
historical perspective of Hong Kong.

He noted in his article that the econ-
omy of the United States on a per cap-
ita basis used to be seven times larger
than the economy of Hong Kong. In
other words, for every man, woman,
and child in this country, we had seven
times more economic power than an in-
dividual in Hong Kong.

Over the years since as we have
moved through history the two coun-
tries have actually come much closer
together, because today on a per capita
basis we are no longer seven times big-
ger than the Hong Kong economy. As a
matter of fact, we are almost the same;
a difference of just 7 percent. In other
words, our total economy on a per cap-
ita basis is just 7 percent larger than
Hong Kong’s. In other words, we have
come from a situation like this to a
situation on a per capita basis where
we are almost the same.
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