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right to vote on the House floor in the
Committee of the Whole and in one of
this body’s most ungenerous acts, this
vote was taken from me by rule by the
majority, an act that violates the prin-
ciples of the majority and the minor-
ity. It is a vote I hope to reclaim.

More important than my vote, Mr.
Speaker, however, is the survival of my
city and your Capital. As we begin the
105th Congress, I ask Members to keep
an open mind as we try to find a way
toward recovery for the Capital of the
United States. We are not asking to
tax others. We are asking that the
money we spend in Federal taxes be cut
somewhat so that we can help revive
our city. You must not allow the Cap-
ital of the United States to become an
absolute disgrace because its problems
have been laid only at its feet and its
own great country has not come for-
ward to help it. The President wants to
help. I now ask my own colleagues to
help as well.
f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:40 p.m., for the purpose
of receiving in joint session, the Presi-
dent of the United States.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.) the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m.
f

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 9 TO
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms, Mr. William Sims, announced
the Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas [Mr.
ARMEY];

The gentleman from Texas [Mr.
DELAY];

The gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
BOEHNER];

The gentleman from California [Mr.
COX];

The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr.
DICKEY];

The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr.
HUTCHINSON];

The gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
GEPHARDT];

The gentleman from Michigan [Mr.
BONIOR];

The gentleman from California [Mr.
FAZIO];

The gentlewoman from Connecticut
[Mrs. KENNELLY];

The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr.
BERRY]; and

The gentleman from Arkansas [Mr.
SNYDER).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Mississippi [Mr.
LOTT];

The Senator from Oklahoma [Mr.
NICKLES];

The Senator from Florida [Mr.
MACK];

The Senator from Georgia [Mr.
COVERDELL];

The Senator from Idaho [Mr. CRAIG];
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr.

MCCONNELL];
The Senator from Arkansas [Mr.

HUTCHINSON];
The Senator from South Dakota [Mr.

DASCHLE];
The Senator from Kentucky [Mr.

FORD];
The Senator from Maryland [Ms. MI-

KULSKI];
The Senator from Louisiana [Mr.

BREAUX];
The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr.

KERRY];
The Senator from Nevada [Mr. REID];
The Senator from West Virginia [Mr.

ROCKEFELLER];
The Senator from North Dakota [Mr.

DORGAN]; and
The Senator from New Jersey [Mr.

TORRICELLI].
The Assistant to the Sergeant at

Arms announced the acting dean of the
diplomatic corps, His Excellency
Mohsin A. Alaini, Ambassador of
Yemen.

The acting dean of the diplomatic
corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Associate Justices
of the Supreme Court of the United
States.

The Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States
entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seats re-
served for them in front of the
Speaker’s rostrum.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 11 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Wilson
Livingood, announced the President of
the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives, and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-

gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
f

THE STATE OF THE UNION AD-
DRESS BY THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Vice President, Members of the 105th
Congress, distinguished guests, and my
fellow Americans:

I think I should start by saying
thanks for inviting me back.

I come before you tonight with a
challenge as great as any in our peace-
time history, and a plan of action to
meet that challenge, to prepare our
people for the bold new world of the
21st century.

We have much to be thankful for.
With 4 years of growth, we have won
back the basic strength of our econ-
omy. With crime and welfare rolls de-
clining, we are winning back our opti-
mism, the enduring faith that we can
master any difficulty. With the Cold
War receding and global commerce at
record levels, we are helping to win an
unrivaled peace and prosperity all
across the world.

My fellow Americans, the state of
our union is strong, but now we must
rise to the decisive moment, to make a
Nation and a world better than any we
have ever known. The new promise of
the global economy, the information
age, unimagined new work, life-en-
hancing technology, all these are ours
to seize. That is our honor and our
challenge. We must be shapers of
events, not observers. For if we do not
act, the moment will pass, and we will
lose the best possibilities of our future.

We face no imminent threat, but we
do have an enemy: The enemy of our
time is inaction.

So tonight I issue a call to action, ac-
tion by this Congress, action by our
States, by our people, to prepare Amer-
ica for the 21st century. Action to keep
our economy and our democracy strong
and working for all our people; action
to strengthen education and harness
the forces of technology and science;
action to build stronger families and
stronger communities and a safer envi-
ronment; action to keep America the
world’s strongest force for peace, free-
dom, and prosperity. And above all, ac-
tion to build a more perfect union here
at home.

The spirit we bring to our work will
make all the difference. We must be
committed to the pursuit of oppor-
tunity for all Americans, responsibility
from all Americans, in a community of
all Americans. And we must be com-
mitted to a new kind of government,
not to solve all our problems for us,
but to give our people, all our people,
the tools they need to make the most
of their own lives.

And we must work together. The peo-
ple of this Nation elected us all. They
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want us to be partners, not partisans.
They put us all right here in the same
boat. They gave us all oars, and they
told us to row. Now, here is the direc-
tion I believe we should take. First we
must move quickly to complete the un-
finished business of our country, to
balance the budget, renew our democ-
racy, and finish the job of welfare re-
form.

Over the last 4 years, we have
brought new economic growth by in-
vesting in our people, expanding our
exports, cutting our deficits, creating
over 11 million new jobs, a 4-year
record. Now we must keep our economy
the strongest in the world. We here to-
night have an historic opportunity. Let
this Congress be the Congress that fi-
nally balances the budget.

In two days, I will propose a detailed
plan to balance the budget by 2002.
This plan will balance the budget and
invest in our people while protecting
Medicare, Medicaid, education and the
environment. It will balance the budg-
et and build on the Vice President’s ef-
forts to make our government work
better even as it costs less.

It will balance the budget and pro-
vide middle class tax relief to pay for
education and health care, to help to
raise a child, to buy and sell a home.

Balancing the budget requires only
your vote and my signature. It does not
require us to rewrite our Constitution.

I believe it is both unnecessary and
unwise to adopt a balanced budget
amendment that could cripple our
country in time of economic crisis and
force unwanted results, such as judges
halting Social Security checks or in-
creasing taxes. Let us at least agree we
should not pass any measure, no meas-
ure should be passed that threatens So-
cial Security. Whatever your view on
that, we all must concede, we do not
need a constitutional amendment; we
need action.

Whatever our differences, we should
balance the budget now. And then for
the long-term health of our society, we
must agree to a bipartisan process to
preserve Social Security and reform
Medicare for the long run so that these
fundamental programs will be as
strong for our children as they are for
our parents.

And let me say something that is not
in my script tonight: I know this is not
going to be easy, but I really believe
one of the reasons the American people
gave me a second term was to take the
tough decisions in the next four years
that will carry our country through
the next 50 years. I know it is easier for
me than for you to say or do, but an-
other reason I was elected is to support
all of you without regard to party to
give you what is necessary to join in
these decisions. We owe it to our coun-
try and to our future.

Our second piece of unfinished busi-
ness requires us to commit ourselves
tonight before the eyes of America to
finally enacting bipartisan campaign
finance reform. Senators MCCAIN and
FEINGOLD, Representatives SHAYS and

MEEHAN have reached across party
lines here to craft tough and fair re-
form. Their proposal would curb spend-
ing, reduce the role of special interests,
create a level playing field between
challengers and incumbents and ban
contributions from noncitizens, all cor-
porate sources and the other large soft
money contributions that both parties
receive.

You know and I know that this can
be delayed, and you know and I know
that delay will mean the death of re-
form. So let us set our own deadline.
Let us work together to write biparti-
san campaign finance reform into law
and pass McCain-Feingold by the day
we celebrate the birth of our democ-
racy, July 4th.

There is a third piece of unfinished
business. Over the last four years, we
moved a record two and a quarter mil-
lion people off the welfare rolls. Then
last year, Congress enacted landmark
welfare reform legislation demanding
that all able-bodied recipients assume
the responsibility of moving from wel-
fare to work. Now each and every one
of us has to fulfill our responsibility,
indeed our moral obligation, to make
sure that people who now must work
can work.

Now we must act to meet a new goal,
2 million more people off the welfare
rolls by the year 2000.

Here is my plan: Tax credits and
other incentives for businesses that
hire people off welfare; incentives for
job placement firms and States to cre-
ate more jobs for welfare recipients;
training, transportation and child care
to help people go to work.

Now I challenge every State: Turn
those welfare checks into private sec-
tor paychecks. I challenge every reli-
gious congregation, every community
nonprofit, every business to hire some-
one off welfare. And I would like to say
especially to every employer in our
country, whoever criticized the old
welfare system, you cannot blame that
old system anymore. We have torn it
down. Now do your part. Give someone
on welfare the chance to go to work.

Tonight I am pleased to announce
that five major corporations, Sprint,
Monsanto, UPS, Burger King and Unit-
ed Airlines, will be the first to join in
a new national effort to marshal Amer-
ica’s businesses, large and small, to
create jobs so that people can move
from welfare to work. We passed wel-
fare reform. All of you know I believe
we were right to do it. But no one can
walk out of this Chamber with a clear
conscience unless you are prepared to
finish the job.

And we must join together to do
something else, too, something both
Republican and Democratic governors
have asked us to do, to restore basic
health and disability benefits when
misfortune strikes immigrants who
came to this country legally, who work
hard, pay taxes and obey the law. To do
otherwise is simply unworthy of a
great Nation of immigrants.

Now, looking ahead, the greatest step
of all, the high threshold of the future

we must now cross and my number one
priority for the next four years is to
ensure that all Americans have the
best education in the world.

Let us work together to meet these
three goals: Every 8-year-old must be
able to read; every 12-year-old must be
able to log on to the Internet; every 18-
year-old must be able to go to college;
and every adult American must be able
to keep on learning for a lifetime.

My balanced budget makes an un-
precedented commitment to these
goals, $51 billion next year. But far
more than money is required.

I have a plan, a call to action for
American education based on these 10
principles.

First, a national crusade for edu-
cation standards, not Federal Govern-
ment standards, but national standards
representing what all of our students
must know to succeed in the knowl-
edge economy of the 21st century.

Every State and school must shape
the curriculum to reflect these stand-
ards and train teachers to lift students
up to them. To help schools meet the
standards and measure their progress,
we will lead an effort over the next 2
years to develop national tests of stu-
dent achievement in reading and math.

Tonight I issue a challenge to the Na-
tion: Every State should adopt high na-
tional standards, and by 1999 every
State should test every fourth grader
in reading and every eighth grader in
math to make sure these standards are
met.

Raising standards will not be easy,
and some of our children will not be
able to meet them at first. The point is
not to put our children down, but to
lift them up. Good tests will show us
who needs help, what changes in teach-
ing to make, and which schools need to
improve. They can help us to end social
promotion, for no child should move
from grade school to junior high or
junior high to high school until he or
she is ready.

Last month, our Secretary of Edu-
cation Dick Riley and I visited north-
ern Illinois where eighth grade stu-
dents from 20 school districts in a
project aptly called ‘‘First in the
World’’ took the Third International
Math and Science Study. That is a test
that reflects the world class standards
our children must meet for the new
era. And those students in Illinois tied
for first in the world in science and
came in second in math.

Two of them, Kristin Tanner and
Chris Getsla, are here tonight, along
with their teacher, Sue Winski. They
are up there with the First Lady, and
they prove that when we aim high and
challenge our students, they will be the
best in the world. Let us give them a
hand. Stand up, please.

Second, to have the best schools, we
must have the best teachers. Most of us
in this Chamber would not be here to-
night without the help of those teach-
ers. I know that I would not be here.

For years, many of our educators, led
by North Carolina’s Governor Jim
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Hunt and the National Board for Pro-
fessional Teaching Standards, have
worked very hard to establish nation-
ally accepted credentials for excellence
in teaching. Just 500 of these teachers
have been certified since 1995. My budg-
et will enable 100,000 more to seek na-
tional certification as master teachers.

We should reward and recognize our
best teachers. And as we reward them,
we should quickly and fairly remove
those few who do not measure up, and
we should challenge more of our finest
young people to consider teaching as a
career.

Third, we must do more to help all
our children read. Forty percent, 40
percent, of our 8-year-olds cannot read
on their own. That is why we have just
launched the America Reads Initiative,
to build a citizen army of 1 million vol-
unteer tutors to make sure every child
can read independently by the end of
the third grade. We will use thousands
of AmeriCorps volunteers to mobilize
this citizen army. We want at least
100,000 college students to help.

And tonight I am pleased that 60 col-
lege presidents have answered my call,
pledging that thousands of their work/
study students will serve for 1 year as
reading tutors.

This is also a challenge to every
teacher and every principal: You must
use these tutors to help your students
read. And it is especially a challenge to
our parents: You must read with our
children every night.

This leads to the fourth principle:
Learning begins in the first days of
life. Scientists are now discovering how
young children develop emotionally
and intellectually from their very first
days and how important it is for par-
ents to begin immediately talking,
singing, even reading, to their infants.

The First Lady has spent years writ-
ing about this issue, studying it, and
she and I are going to convene a White
House Conference on Early Learning
and the Brain this spring to explore
how parents and educators can best use
these startling new findings.

We already know we should start
teaching children before they start
school. That is why this balanced budg-
et expands Head Start to 1 million chil-
dren by 2002. That is why the Vice
President and Mrs. Gore will host their
annual family conference this June on
what we can do to make sure that par-
ents are an active part of their chil-
dren’s learning all the way through
school.

They have done a great deal to high-
light the importance of family in our
life, and now they are turning their at-
tention to getting more parents in-
volved in their children’s learning all
the way through school. And I thank
you, Mr. Vice President, and I thank
you especially, Tipper, for what you
are doing.

Fifth, every State should give par-
ents the power to choose the right pub-
lic school for their children. Their
right to choose will foster a competi-
tion and innovation that can make

public schools better. We should also
make it possible for more parents and
teachers to start charter schools,
schools that set and meet the highest
standards and exist only as long as
they do. Our plan will help America to
create 3,000 of these charter schools by
the next century, nearly seven times as
many as there are in the country
today, so that parents will have even
more choices in sending their children
to the best schools.

Sixth, character education must be
taught in our schools. We must teach
our children to be good citizens, and we
must continue to promote order and
discipline, supporting communities
that introduce school uniforms, impose
curfews, enforce truancy laws, remove
disruptive students from the class-
room, and have zero tolerance for guns
and drugs in schools.

Seventh, we cannot expect our chil-
dren to raise themselves up in schools
that are literally falling down. With
the student population at an all-time
high and record numbers of school
buildings falling into disrepair, this
has now become a serious national con-
cern.

Therefore, my budget includes a new
initiative: $5 billion to help commu-
nities finance $20 billion in school con-
struction over the next 4 years.

Eighth, we must make the 13th and
14th years of education, at least 2 years
of college, just as universal in America
by the 21st century as a high school
education is today, and we must open
the doors of college to all Americans.

To do that, I propose America’s
HOPE scholarship, based on Georgia’s
pioneering program, 2 years of a $1,500
tax credit for college tuition, enough
to pay for the typical community col-
lege.

I also propose a tax deduction of up
to $10,000 a year for all tuition after
high school, an expanded IRA you can
withdraw from tax free for education,
and the largest increase in Pell grant
scholarships in 20 years.

This plan will give most families the
ability to pay no taxes on money they
saved for college tuition. I ask you to
pass it, and give every American who
works hard the chance to go to college.

Ninth, in the 21st century, we must
expand the frontiers of learning across
a lifetime. All our people, of whatever
age, must have the chance to learn new
skills. Most Americans live near a
community college. The roads that
take them there could be paths to a
better future. My GI bill for America’s
workers will transform the confusing
tangle of Federal training programs
into a simple skill grant to go directly
into eligible workers’ hands. For too
long, this bill has been sitting on that
desk there without action. I ask you to
pass it now. Let us give more of our
workers the ability to learn and to
earn for a lifetime.

Tenth, we must bring the power of
the Information Age into all our
schools. Last year, I challenged Amer-
ica to connect every classroom and li-

brary to the Internet by the year 2000,
so that for the first time in our his-
tory, children in the most isolated
rural towns, the most comfortable sub-
urbs, the poorest inner city schools,
will have the same access to the same
universe of knowledge. That is my
plan: a call to action for American edu-
cation.

Some may say that it is unusual for
a President to pay this kind of atten-
tion to education. Some may say it is
simply because the President and his
wonderful wife have been obsessed with
this subject for more years than they
can recall. That is not what is driving
these proposals. We must understand
the significance of this endeavor. One
of the greatest sources of our strength
throughout the Cold War was a biparti-
san foreign policy. Because our future
was at stake, politics stopped at the
water’s edge. Now I ask you, and I ask
all our Nation’s governors, I ask par-
ents, teachers and citizens all across
America, for a new nonpartisan com-
mitment to education, because edu-
cation is a critical national security
issue for our future, and politics must
stop at the schoolhouse door.

To prepare America for the 21st cen-
tury, we must harness the powerful
forces of science and technology to
benefit all Americans.

This is the first State of the Union
carried live in video over the Internet.
But we have only begun to spread the
benefits of a technology revolution
that should become the modern birth-
right of every citizen.

Our effort to connect every class-
room is just the beginning. Now we
should connect every hospital to the
Internet, so doctors can instantly
share data about their patients with
the best specialists in the field. And I
challenge the private sector tonight to
start by connecting every children’s
hospital as soon as possible, so that a
child in bed can stay in touch with
school, family and friends. A sick child
need no longer be a child alone.

We must build the second generation
of the Internet so our leading univer-
sities and national laboratories can
communicate in speeds a thousand
times faster than today, to develop new
medical treatments, new sources of en-
ergy, new ways of working together.

But we cannot stop there. As the
Internet becomes our new town square,
a computer in every home, a teacher of
all subjects, a connection to all cul-
tures, this will no longer be a dream,
but a necessity. And over the next dec-
ade, that must be our goal.

We must continue to explore the
heavens, pressing on with the Mars
probes and the international space sta-
tion, both of which will have practical
applications for our everyday living.

We must speed the remarkable ad-
vances in medical science. The human
genome project is now decoding the ge-
netic mysteries of life. American sci-
entists have discovered genes linked to
breast cancer and ovarian cancer, and
medication that stops a stroke in
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progress and begins to reverse its ef-
fects, and treatments that dramati-
cally lengthen the lives of people with
HIV and AIDS.

Since I took office, funding for AIDS
research at the National Institutes of
Health has increased dramatically, to
$1.5 billion. With new resources, NIH
will now become the most powerful dis-
covery engine for an AIDS vaccine,
working with other scientists to finally
end the threat of AIDS. Remember
that every year we move up the discov-
ery of an AIDS vaccine will save mil-
lions of lives around the world. We
must reinforce our commitment to
medical science.

To prepare America for the 21st cen-
tury, we must build stronger families.

Over the past 4 years, the family and
medical leave law has helped millions
of Americans to take time off to be
with their families. With new pressures
on people in the way they work and
live, I believe we must expand family
leave so that workers can take time off
for teacher conferences and a child’s
medical checkup. We should pass flex-
time so workers can choose to be paid
for overtime in income, or trade it in
for time off to be with their families.

We must continue, step by step, to
give more families access to affordable,
quality health care. Forty million
Americans still lack health insurance.
Ten million children still lack health
insurance. Eighty percent of them have
working parents who pay taxes. That is
wrong. My balanced budget will extend
health coverage to up to 5 million of
those children. Since nearly half of all
children who lose their insurance do so
because their parents lose or change a
job, my budget will also ensure that
people who temporarily lose their jobs
can still afford to keep their health in-
surance. No child should be without a
doctor just because a parent is without
a job.

My Medicare plan modernizes Medi-
care, increases the life of the trust fund
to 10 years, provides support for respite
care for the many families with loved
ones afflicted with Alzheimer’s, and for
the first time it would fully pay for an-
nual mammograms.

Just as we ended drive-through deliv-
eries of babies last year, we must now
end the dangerous and demeaning prac-
tice of forcing women home from the
hospital only hours after a mastec-
tomy. I ask your support for bipartisan
legislation to guarantee that a woman
can stay in the hospital for 48 hours
after a mastectomy. With us tonight is
Dr. Kristen Zarfos, a Connecticut sur-
geon whose outrage at this practice
spurred a national movement and in-
spired this legislation. I would like her
to stand so we can thank her for her ef-
forts. Dr. Zarfos, thank you.

In the last 4 years, we have increased
child support collections by 50 percent.
Now we should go further and do bet-
ter, by making it a felony for any par-
ent to cross a State line in an attempt
to flee from this, his or her most sacred
obligation.

Finally, we must also protect our
children by standing firm in our deter-
mination to ban the advertising and
marketing of cigarettes that endanger
their lives.

To prepare America for the 21st cen-
tury we must build stronger commu-
nities. We should start with safe
streets. Serious crime has dropped 5
years in a row. The key has been com-
munity policing. We must finish the
job of putting 100,000 community police
on the streets of the United States.

We should pass the victims rights
amendment to the Constitution, and I
ask you to mount a full-scale assault
on juvenile crime with legislation that
declares war on gangs, with new pros-
ecutors and tougher penalties, extends
the Brady bill so violent teen criminals
will not be able to buy handguns, re-
quires child safety locks on handguns
to prevent unauthorized use and helps
to keep our schools open after hours on
weekends and in the summer so our
young people will have some place to
go and something to say yes to.

This balanced budget includes the
largest antidrug effort ever to stop
drugs at their source, punish those who
push them and teach our young people
that drugs are wrong, drugs are illegal
and drugs will kill them. I hope you
will support it.

Our growing economy has helped to
revive poor urban and rural neighbor-
hoods, but we must do more to em-
power them to create the conditions in
which all families can flourish and to
create jobs through investment by
business and loans by banks.

We should double the number of
empowerment zones. They have al-
ready brought so much hope to commu-
nities like Detroit, where the unem-
ployment rate has been cut in half in 4
years.

We should restore contaminated
urban land and buildings to productive
use. We should expand the network of
community development banks, and to-
gether we must pledge tonight that we
will use this empowerment approach,
including private sector tax incentives,
to renew our capital city so that Wash-
ington is a great place to work and live
and once again the proud face America
shows the world.

We must protect our environment in
every community. In the last 4 years
we cleaned up 250 toxic waste sites, as
many in the previous 12. Now we should
clean up 500 more so that our children
grow up next to parks, not poison. I
urge you to pass my proposal to make
big polluters live by a simple rule: If
you pollute our environment, you
should pay to clean it up.

In the last 4 years we strengthened
our Nation’s safe food and cleaning
drinking water laws, we protected
some of America’s rarest and most
beautiful land in Utah’s Red Rocks re-
gion, created three new national parks
in the California desert and began to
restore the Florida Everglades. Now we
must be as vigilant with our rivers as
we are with our lands.

Tonight I announce that this year I
will designate 10 American Heritage
rivers to help communities alongside
them revitalize their waterfronts and
clean up pollution in the rivers, prov-
ing once again we can grow the econ-
omy as we protect the environment.

We must also protect our global envi-
ronment, working to ban the worst
toxic chemicals and to reduce the
greenhouse gases that challenge our
health even as they change our cli-
mate.

Now, we all know that in all of our
communities some of our children sim-
ply do not have what they need to grow
and learn in their own homes or
schools or neighborhoods and that
means the rest of us must do more, for
they are our children too. That is why
President Bush, General Colin Powell,
former Housing Secretary Henry
Cisneros will join the Vice President
and me to lead the President’s Summit
of Service in Philadelphia in April.

Our national service program,
AmeriCorps, has already helped 70,000
young people to work their way
through college as they serve America.
Now we intend to mobilize millions of
Americans to serve in thousands of
ways. Citizen service is an American
responsibility which all Americans
should embrace, and I ask your support
for that endeavor.

I would like to make just one last
point about our national community.
Our economy is measured in numbers
and statistics and is very important.
But the enduring worth of our Nation
lies in our shared values and our soar-
ing spirit. So instead of cutting back
on our modest efforts to support the
arts and humanities I believe we should
stand by them and challenge our art-
ists, musicians and writers, challenge
our museums, libraries and theaters.

We should challenge all Americans in
the arts and humanities to join with
their fellow citizens to make the year
2000 a national celebration of the
American spirit in every community, a
celebration of our common culture in
the century that is passed and in the
new one to come in a new millennium
so that we can remain the world’s bea-
con, not only of liberty but of creativ-
ity long after the fireworks have faded.

To prepare America for the 21st cen-
tury we must master the forces of
change in the world and keep American
leadership strong and sure for a un-
charted time.

Fifty years ago, a farsighted America
led in creating the institutions that se-
cured victory in the Cold War and built
a growing world economy. As a result,
today more people than ever embrace
our ideals and share our interests. Al-
ready we have dismantled many of the
blocs and barriers that divided our par-
ents’ world. For the first time more
people live under democracy than dic-
tatorship, including every Nation in
our own hemisphere but one, and its
day too will come.

Now we stand at another moment of
change and choice and another time to
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be farsighted, to bring America 50 more
years of security and prosperity. In
this endeavor our first task is to help
to build for the very first time an undi-
vided democratic Europe. When Europe
is stable, prosperous and at peace,
America is more secure. To that end we
must expand NATO by 1999 so that
countries that were once our adversar-
ies can become our allies. At the spe-
cial NATO summit this summer that is
what we will begin to do. We must
strengthen NATO’s partnership for
peace with non-member allies and we
must build a stable partnership be-
tween NATO and a democratic Russia.

An expanded NATO is good for Amer-
ica and a Europe in which all democ-
racies define their future, not in terms
of what they can do to each other but
in terms of what they can do together
for the good of all, that kind of Europe
is good for America.

Second, America must look to the
East no less than to the West. Our se-
curity demands it. Americans fought 3
wars in Asia in this century. Our pros-
perity requires it. More than 2 million
American jobs depend upon trade with
Asia. There, too, we are helping to
shape an Asian Pacific community of
cooperation, not conflict.

Let our progress there not mask the
peril that remains. Together with
South Korea, we must advance peace
talks with North Korea and bridge the
Cold War’s last divide. I call on Con-
gress to fund our share of the agree-
ment under which North Korea must
continue to freeze and then dismantle
its nuclear weapons program.

We must pursue a deeper dialogue
with China for the sake of our interests
and our ideals. An isolated China is not
good for America. A China playing its
proper role in the world is. I will go to
China, and I have invited China’s Presi-
dent to come here, not because we
agree on everything, but because en-
gaging China is the best way to work
on our common challenges like ending
nuclear testing, and to deal frankly
with our fundamental differences like
human rights.

The American people must prosper in
the global economy. We have worked
hard to tear down trade barriers abroad
so that we can create good jobs at
home. I am proud to say that today
America is once again the most com-
petitive Nation and the number one ex-
porter in the world. Now we must act
to expand our exports, especially to
Asia and Latin America, two of the
fastest growing regions on earth, or be
left behind as these emerging econo-
mies forge new ties with other nations.

That is why we need the authority
now to conclude new trade agreements
that open markets to our goods and
services even as we preserve our values.
We need not shrink from the challenge
of the global economy. After all, we
have the best workers and the best
products. In a truly open market we
can outcompete anyone, anywhere on
earth.

But this is about more than econom-
ics. By expanding trade, we can ad-

vance the cause of freedom and democ-
racy around the world. There is no bet-
ter example of this truth than Latin
America, where democracy and open
markets are on the march together.
That is why I will visit there in the
spring, to reinforce our important ties.

We should all be proud that America
led the effort to rescue our neighbor,
Mexico, from its economic crisis. We
should all be proud that last month
Mexico repaid the United States, 3 full
years ahead of schedule, with a half a
billion dollar profit to us.

America must continue to be an un-
relenting force for peace, from the Mid-
dle East to Haiti, from Northern Ire-
land to Africa. Taking reasonable risks
for peace keeps us from being drawn
into far more costly conflicts later.

With American leadership, the kill-
ing is stopped in Bosnia. Now the hab-
its of peace must take hold. The new
NATO force will allow reconstruction
and reconciliation to accelerate. To-
night I ask Congress to continue its
strong support of our troops. They are
doing a remarkable job there for Amer-
ica, and America must do right by
them.

Fifth, we must move strongly against
new threats to our security. In the past
4 years we agreed to ban, we led the
way to a worldwide agreement to ban
nuclear testing. With Russia, we dra-
matically cut nuclear arsenals, and we
stopped targeting each other’s citizens.
We are acting to prevent nuclear mate-
rials from falling into the wrong hands,
and to rid the world of landmines.

We are working with other nations,
with renewed intensity, to fight drug
traffickers and to stop terrorists before
they act, and hold them fully account-
able if they do.

Now we must rise to a new test of
leadership, ratifying the Chemical
Weapons Convention. Make no mistake
about it, it will make our troops safer
from chemical attack. It will help us to
fight terrorism.

We have no more important obliga-
tions, especially in the wake of what
we now know about the Gulf War. This
treaty has been bipartisan from the be-
ginning, supported by Republican and
Democratic administrations, and Re-
publican and Democratic Members of
Congress, and already approved by 68
nations. But if we do not act by April
the 29th, when this convention goes
into force with or without us, we will
lose the chance to have Americans
leading and enforcing this effort. To-
gether, we must make the Chemical
Weapons Convention law, so that at
last we can begin to outlaw poison gas
from the earth.

Finally, we must have the tools to
meet all these challenges.

We must maintain a strong and ready
military. We must increase funding for
weapons modernization by the year
2000, and we must take good care of our
men and women in uniform. They are
the world’s finest.

We must also renew our commitment
to America’s diplomacy, and pay our

debts and dues to international finan-
cial institutions like the World Bank,
and to a reforming United Nations.
Every dollar, every dollar we devote to
preventing conflicts, to promoting de-
mocracy, to stopping the spread of dis-
ease and starvation, brings a sure re-
turn in security and savings. Yet inter-
national affairs spending today is just 1
percent of the Federal budget, a small
fraction of what America invested in
diplomacy to choose leadership over es-
capism at the start of the Cold War. If
America is to continue to lead the
world, we here who lead America sim-
ply must find the will to pay our way.

A farsighted America moved the
world to a better place over these last
50 years, and so it can be for another 50
years. But a shortsighted America will
soon find its words falling on deaf ears
all around the world.

Almost exactly 50 years ago, in the
first winter of the Cold War, President
Truman stood before a Republican Con-
gress and called upon our country to
meet its responsibilities of leadership.
This was his warning. He said, ‘‘If we
falter, we may endanger the peace of
the world—and we shall surely endan-
ger the welfare of this nation.’’ That
Congress, led by Republicans like Sen-
ator Arthur Vandenberg, answered
President Truman’s call. Together,
they made the commitments that
strengthened our country for 50 years.
Now let us do the same. Let us do what
it takes to remain the indispensable
Nation, to keep America strong, se-
cure, and prosperous for another 50
years.

In the end, more than anything else,
our world leadership grows out of the
power of our example here at home, out
of our ability to remain strong as one
America.

All over the world people are being
torn asunder by racial, ethnic, and reli-
gious conflicts that fuel fanaticism and
terror. We are the world’s most diverse
democracy, and the world looks to us
to show that it is possible to live and
advance together across those kinds of
differences.

America has always been a Nation of
immigrants. From the start, a steady
stream of people, in search of freedom
and opportunity, have left their own
lands to make this land their home. We
started as an experiment in democracy
fueled by Europeans. We have grown
into an experiment in democratic di-
versity fueled by openness and promise.

My fellow Americans, we must never,
ever believe that our diversity is a
weakness. It is our greatest strength.

Americans speak every language,
know every country. People on every
continent can look to us and see the re-
flection of their own great potential.
And they always will, as long as we
strive to give all of our citizens, what-
ever their background, an opportunity
to achieve their own greatness.

We are not there yet. We still see evi-
dence of abiding bigotry and intoler-
ance and ugly words and awful violence
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in burned churches and bombed build-
ings. We must fight against this in our
country and in our hearts.

Just a few days, before my second in-
auguration, one of our country’s best
known pastors, Reverend Robert
Schuller, suggested that I read Isaiah
58:12. Here is what it says: ‘‘Thou shalt
raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations, and thou shalt be called, the
repairer of the breach, the restorer of
paths to dwell in.’’

I placed my hand on that verse when
I took the oath of office on behalf of all
Americans, for no matter what our dif-
ferences in our faiths, our back-
grounds, our politics, we must all be
repairers of the breach.

I want to say a word about two other
Americans who show us how. Congress-
man FRANK TEJEDA was buried yester-
day, a proud American whose family
came from Mexico. He was only 51
years old. He was awarded the Silver
Star, the Bronze Star and the Purple
Heart fighting for his country in Viet-
nam, and he went on to serve Texas
and America fighting for our future
here in this Chamber. We are grateful
for his service and honored that his
mother, Lillie Tejeda, and his sister
Mary Alice, have come from Texas to
be with us here tonight, and we wel-
come them.

Gary Locke, the newly elected Gov-
ernor of Washington State, is the first
Chinese American Governor in the his-
tory of our country. He is the proud
son of two of the millions of Asian
American immigrants who strength-
ened America with their hard work,
family values and good citizenship. He
represents the future we can all
achieve. Thank you, Governor, for
being here.

Reverend Schuller, Congressman
TEJEDA, Governor Locke, along with
Kristin Tanner and Chris Getsla, Sue
Winski and Dr. Kristen Zarfos, they are
all Americans from different roots
whose lives reflect the best of what we
can become when we are one America.

We may not share a common past,
but we surely do share a common fu-
ture. Building one America is our most
important mission, the foundation of
many generations, of every other
strength we must build for this new
century. Money cannot buy it. Power
cannot compel it. Technology cannot
create it. It can only come from the
human spirit.

America is far more than a place. It
is an idea, the most powerful idea in
the history of nations. And all of us in
this Chamber, we are now the bearers
of that idea, leading a great people into
a new world. A child born tonight will
have almost no memory of the 20th
century. Everything that child will
know about America will be because of
what we do now to build a new century.

We do not have a moment to waste.
Tomorrow there will be just over 1,000
days until the year 2000; 1,000 days to
prepare our people; 1,000 days to work
together; 1,000 days to build a bridge to
a land of new promise.

My fellow Americans, we have work
to do. Let us seize those days and the
century.

Thank you. God bless you, and God
bless America.

(Applause, the Members rising.)
At 10 o’clock and 20 minutes p.m. the

President of the United States, accom-
panied by the committee of escort, re-
tired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:
The members of the President’s Cabi-
net; the Associate Justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States; the
Acting Dean of the Diplomatic Corps.

f

JOINT SESSION DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The Chair declares
the joint meeting of the two Houses
now dissolved.

Accordingly, at 10 o’clock and 29
minutes p.m., the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

f

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT RE-
FERRED TO THE COMMITTEE OF
THE WHOLE HOUSE ON THE
STATE OF THE UNION

Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the message of the President be
referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and
ordered printed.

The motion was agreed to.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PALLONE) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WATERS, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. NORTON, FOR 5 MINUTES, TODAY.
Mr. ROEMER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. OWENS, for 60 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. DUNCAN) TO REVISE AND EX-
TEND THEIR REMARKS AND INCLUDE EX-
TRANEOUS MATERIAL:)

Mr. RIGGS, for 5 minutes, on Feb-
ruary 5.

Mr. HYDE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GOODLING, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.

f

EXTENSION OF REMARKS

By unanimous consent, permission to
revise and extend remarks was granted
to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. DUNCAN) and to include ex-
traneous matter:)

Mr. OXLEY.
Mr. CASTLE.

Mr. LEWIS of California.
Mr. WOLF, in two instances.
Mr. DAVIS of Virginia.
Mr. MCKEON.
Mrs. MORELLA.
Mr. BURTON of Indiana.
Mr. QUINN.
Mr. GILMAN, in two instances.
Mr. HUNTER.
Mr. TALENT, in four instances.
Mrs. MYRICK.
Mr. DAN SCHAEFER of Colorado.
Mr. DIAZ-BALART.
Mr. RAMSTAD.
Mr. THOMAS.
Mr. GANSKE.
Mr. SAXTON.
Mr. HYDE.
Mr. EWING.
Mr. GILMAN.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. PALLONE) and to include
extraneous matter:)

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii.
Mr. CUMMINGS.
Mr. SABO.
Mr. ACKERMAN.
Mr. PRICE of North Carolina.
Mr. TOWNS.
Mr. DINGELL.
Mr. CONYERS.
Mr. YATES.
Mr. TRAFICANT.
Mr. BROWN of California.
Mr. BARCIA.
Mr. CONDIT.
Mr. POSHARD.
Mrs. LOWEY.
Mr. CLAY.
Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut.
Mr. MENENDEZ.
Mr. OWENS.
Mr. RICHARDSON.
Mr. BONIOR.
Ms. HARMAN.
Mr. MCDERMOTT,
Ms. FURSE.
Mr. BLUMENAUER.
Mr. STARK.
Mr. BENTSEN.
Mr. DIXON.
Mr. FARR of California.
Mr. CARDIN.
Mr. KENNEDY of Massachusetts.
Mr. ORTIZ.
Mr. LIPINSKI.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. ROGAN) and to include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. COYNE.
Mr. WYNN.
Mr. BARCIA.
Ms. NORTON.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. ROGAN) and to include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. CRAPO.
Mr. CUNNINGHAM.
Mr. HERGER.
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN.
Mr. WOLF.
Mr. MCHUGH.
Mr. COBLE.
f

ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION
SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Oversight, reported that that
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