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The House met at 10 a.m. and was ScHAFFER] come forward and lead the MEDICARE’'S |IMPENDING INSOL-

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore [Mr. BURTON of Indiana].

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
April 24, 1997.

I hereby designate the Honorable DAN BUR-
TON to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NEWT GINGRICH,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. James David
Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

From the early morning Sun until
the going down of the same, we express
our thanksgiving, O gracious God, for
the many gifts of life that You freely
give to us each day. We know that You
look upon us not as we deserve, but
You forgive us and give us new life and
bless us along life’s way. For Your
amazing grace, for Your wonderful
gifts, O God, for all the heavenly hosts
who are witness to Your gifts, for all
the people who encourage us and for all
the people we are privileged to serve,
we offer this prayer of gratitude and
praise. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Colorado [Mr. Bos

House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain 15 one-minutes on
each side.

PRESIDENT’S EXECUTIVE ORDER
WOULD LINE THE POCKETS OF
UNION CONTRACTORS

(Mr. NORWOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NORWOOD. Mr. Speaker, what
would the American public say about
Congress if we tried to exclude 90 per-
cent of American workers from Gov-
ernment contracts? They would have
our heads, and rightly so. But with a
stroke of his pen the President wants
to do just that, to pay off his friends at
the AFL-CIO. The President wants to
sign an Executive order that would
make sure that all the hard-earned tax
dollars Americans send to Washington
for Federal construction projects go
only to union contractors.

It does not matter if a nonunion con-
tractor can do a better or a less expen-
sive job. It does not matter that this
order would exclude 90 percent of the
working families of this country. That
is just too bad. Only union contractors
will get your tax dollars, even if it
costs more than a nonunion firm.

Does that make any sense? Of course
not, but apparently the President
thinks it is more important to line the
pockets of the union bosses.

Mr. Speaker, | urge the President to
reconsider this absurdly unfair, costly,
and absurdly un-American order.

VENCY, REPUBLICANS’ INACTION

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
the Medicare trustees will release the
latest numbers on Medicare’s impend-
ing insolvency. The Republicans are in
the majority, so what is their solution?
Instead of passing legislation to fix the
trust fund, they have wasted the last 2
years trying to ram through deep Medi-
care cuts to finance tax breaks for the
wealthy.

Last week Republican leaders argued
for an additional $30 billion in Medi-
care cuts. The Medicare legislation
that the Republicans passed in the last
Congress would have forced seniors to
pay double premiums for lesser quality
care.

The Republicans fought the Medicare
Program when it was created under
Democratic control, and now they are
relishing the opportunity to let it die
under their watch.

PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, the
American people are best served by
open competition, whether for goods,
services, or for construction. This has
always led to lower costs, higher qual-
ity, innovation, and efficiency.

The Executive order of President
Clinton that he has promised his im-
portant labor friends ignores all these
principles and imposes a near monop-
oly on the source of construction labor.
Under union-only contracts Federal
work would be restricted to a small mi-
nority of the work force that is union-
ized and would deny work to the major-
ity of workers who, for religious, eco-
nomic, or other personal reasons,
choose not to work under union con-
trol.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge the President to
reject the calls from one narrow inter-
est group for favoritism and to support
fair and open competition. Imposing
this discriminatory Executive order
would be a disservice to working men
and women, to the American taxpayer,
and to the economy.

WOMEN AND INFANT CARE
PROGRAM SHOULD NOT BE CUT

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to give
major consideration to a program that
I think is one of America’s finest, and
that is the women and infant care pro-
gram, which | understand that many
are talking about cutting.

When we talk about a Nation where
infant mortality is at such a high rate
that it compares very favorably to
many Third World countries, it seems
to me that a program that addresses
the needs of pregnant women, children
before and after birth, ought not be one
that we ought to be using the budget
knife to slice.

In reality, when we talk about what
America is all about, it would seem to
me our primary interest ought to be in
the protection of our babies and our
children, and clearly one of the best
programs that we have that addresses
that concern is the Women and Infant
Care Program.

I think if we talk about budget cuts
with WIC, we lose the opportunity to
provide for milk, the bread and all of
the other necessities for the nutrition
of these young children, and in doing
so, | think it represents a blight on
America.

I would hope that committees that
are giving consideration to budget cuts
in this area would reconsider and think
more favorably about a program that is
doing what it was intended to do, and
that is meet the needs of our infants
and our pregnant mothers.

THE SPIRIT OF VOLUNTARISM IS
STILL ALIVE AND WELL

(Ms. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Ms. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, when Alexis
de Toqueville came to America in the
spring of 1831, there were many aspects
of American life that deeply impressed
him. One of the aspects of American
life that impressed him the most was
the spirit of voluntarism that he en-
countered everywhere he went.

Mr. Speaker, that spirit of volunta-
rism is still alive and well today. In
fact, | believe that voluntarism is part
of the American character. That is why
I am so distressed to see that the spirit
of voluntarism is threatened these days
by a legal system that allows all sorts
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of lawsuits to be filed against innocent
people who volunteer their time to
serve others.

Mr. Speaker, too many volunteers
are put on trial by those who are ma-
nipulating our legal system and that
must stop. That is why we must pass
H.R. 911, the Volunteer Protection Act.
Volunteers who act in good faith, who
are engaged in acts of charity should
not be threatened by absurd lawsuits.

Let us pass H.R. 911 and strengthen
the unique American spirit of volunta-
rism.

WHITE HOUSE TURNS THE OTHER
CHEEK ON CHINA’S ACTIONS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, China
denies American products and the
White House turns the other cheek.
China smuggles AK-47’s into America
and the White House turns the other
cheek. China sells missiles to Iran, the
White House turns the other cheek.
China even threatened to use nuclear
force against Taiwan. The White House
turns the other cheek.

And after all this, the White House
still wants to grant most-favored-na-
tion trade status to China.

Beam me up here. Evidently, the
White House will not learn a lesson till
one of those Communist Chinese mis-
siles hits them right smack in the mid-
dle of their other cheeks. Think about
that one, ladies and gentlemen. We are,
in fact, financing the next major na-
tional security threat to our Nation.

MEDICARE TRUSTEES’ REPORT

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, a little
over 2 years ago, on April 3, 1995, the
Medicare trustees, who are appointed
by President Clinton and other folks,
but it is a bipartisan committee, they
came out with their report, and the
trustees’ report 2 years ago said Medi-
care was going to be bankrupt, the
Congress was under an obligation to
move to protect and preserve and
strengthen Medicare.

At that time, the Congress passed
two plans to protect, preserve, and
strengthen Medicare on a bipartisan
basis and increase funding per bene-
ficiary from about $5,200 to $7,100.
There was no cut.

Unfortunately, politics being poli-
tics, this was demagogued and eventu-
ally vetoed by the President of the
United States. The senior citizens of
America deserve more. Today those
same trustees will come out with yet
another report, and it will say one
more time that Medicare is going to go
bankrupt in the year 2002.

In 1995, when the report first came
out, Medicare was losing $22 million a
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day. Today it is losing about $36 mil-
lion a day. Our seniors, my grand-
mother, my mom, my dad, your grand-
mother, your mom and dad, they de-
serve more. It is time for us to work on
a bipartisan basis to save Medicare, not
just for the next election, but for the
next generation.

EDUCATION STANDARDS

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, noth-
ing is more important to the future of
our American families, our commu-
nities, and our economy than the suc-
cess of our public schools. In North
Carolina, we have proven that over the
last 8 years that if you want to make
great strides in public education, you
can do it through innovation, high
standards, and good old-fashioned hard
work.

I rise today to urge this Congress to
take aggressive action to support ex-
cellence in our public schools. North
Carolina has proven that by challeng-
ing our people to become the best, we
bring out their best efforts. This Con-
gress must take the same approach by
providing the necessary tools to equip
our young people to provide for quality
education for every child in every point
and every place in America for those
that are willing to work.

Mr. Speaker, | will soon introduce
legislation to support voluntary stand-
ards in our States to provide for higher
standards. We must measure our
progress and chart our future to a bet-
ter America. | urge my colleagues to
join me in the support of this legisla-
tion.

SAVING MEDICARE

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, today is an important day
for my grandmother and my wife’s
grandmother and for many of the sen-
iors that | have had a chance to meet
over the last several years in my short
career in politics. Today is important
to them because this afternoon the
Medicare trustees will meet and finally
release the annual trustee report.

This is a body of trustees appointed
by the President. If recent trends hold
true, the Medicare trust fund will be
bankrupt within 4 or 5 years; and when
that happens, all of these seniors will
lose their hospital coverage. My grand-
mother and my wife’s grandmother
asked me to promise them during the
course of my campaign that | would
not let that occur, and | aim to main-
tain that promise and uphold it.

For 2 years, the Republicans have
been fighting to save the trust fund.
Our plan would actually increase Medi-
care spending by an average of 7Yz per-
cent per year from the $5,200 per recipi-
ent today to $7,100 by the year 2002.
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