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Mr. COBLE. Mr. Speaker, never has a
bill been so misrepresented and trashed
as has the patent bill. The effort to de-
monize this bill has not contributed to
our debate, but has only misled Mem-
bers who do not and should not be ex-
pected to understand the intricacies of
the complex patent laws.

Following our debate last week, a
Member was quoted as saying Mr.
ROHRABACHER'’s bill helps the little guy
while H.R. 400 only helps big business.
| asked him how he reached that con-
clusion, and he replied that is what the
opponents of H.R. 400 told me to say.
That is his explanation.

This typifies the type of reasoning
that has surrounded this debate. We de-
feated the Rohrabacher amendment
last week. We are not yet finished.
Help us defeat the amendments today,
pass H.R. 400, and bring the United
States patent system into the 21st cen-
tury.

Mr. Speaker, later today we will finish con-
sideration of an omnibus patent bill, H.R. 400,
which | have attempted to shepherd through
this body. While | believe we will pass the
measure without weakening amendments, |
feel compelled to address the manner by
which the bill has been criticized since its in-
troduction on January 9.

Never, in my years as a Congressman have
| seen a piece of legislation so thoroughly mis-
represented as to content and effect as has
the patent bill. The effort to demonize this bill
has not contributed to our debate; it has only
served to mislead, confuse, and paralyze
some Members who do not and should not be
expected to understand all of the intricacies of
a complex and arcane topic such as patent
law. If we wait much longer, | anticipate that
our detractors will attempt to convince the
American public that I, as a lifetime member of
the VFW, am conspiring with the other Bol-
sheviks down at the VFW Hall in Greensboro,
NC, to destroy the United States and subvert
her national economy.

With all due respect, Mr. Speaker, the chief
opponent of H.R. 400 does not serve on either
the subcommittee or full committee of jurisdic-
tion. | dare say he has never sat on a panel
charged with having knowledge of any intellec-
tual property law.

Mr. Speaker, | implore my colleagues to
bring our patent system into the 21st century
by supporting H.R. 400 and rejecting the sim-
plistic and distorted criticism that has sur-
rounded the bill to date.

AGAINST MFN FOR CHINA

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, the question
of MFN will be coming up. | urge Mem-
bers to take a look at a recent poll
done by the Weekly Standard which |
will put in the RECORD. This is what
Public Opinion Strategies said:

By an overwhelming margin of 61 to
29 percent, the American people oppose
MEN for China. The other 10 percent
did not know.

Sixty-one to twenty-nine percent.
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The pollsters asked the respondents:
“Do you support or oppose continuing
most-favored-nation status with
China?”’ Sixty-one percent to twenty-
nine percent. That is all across the
country, in every region, in all the
cities, in the suburbs, on the farms, all
political spectrum, men and women.
The fact is even a greater percentage of
women, 67 to 22 percent, oppose MFN.

Let us listen to the American people.
The Chinese are persecuting Chris-
tians, they have Christians in jail,
Catholic priests, Catholic bishops,
evangelical pastors, persecuting Bud-
dhists and Moslems, and yet this Con-
gress and this administration is think-
ing of giving MFN for China.

I strongly urge Members to read the
poll. The American people are aware.
The Republican Party and the Demo-
cratic Party ought to be. Oppose MFN
for China.

Mr. Speaker, | include the following
editorial for the RECORD:

[From the Weekly Standard, April 28, 1997]
THE PoLL NUMBERS ON CHINA: 61-29 AGAINST

The Washington debate over the Clinton
administration’s policy of appeasement—
pardon us, ‘“‘engagement’’—toward China is
heating up. It will get even warmer as July
1 nears, when Hong Kong reverts to Chinese
sovereignty after 155 years as a British
crown colony. And there’ll be a full boil
when Congress takes up the question of Chi-
na’s ‘““most favored nation” status in Amer-
ican trade law. The fearsome let’s-trade-
with-Beijing lobby will twist the arms of
congressmen to shut up about human rights
and pass MFN. Wavering legislators will
want to know: Where’s the public on this
nettlesome issue? Here’s the answer.

At the Weekly Standard’s request, the
polling firm Public Opinion Strategies ear-
lier this month reminded 800 Americans that
the MFN designation ‘‘gives the Chinese full
trading privileges with the United States.”
Then our pollsters posed a question that, if
anything, bends over backwards in favor of
engagement.

Some people support MFN ‘‘because they
believe it will promote democracy and free
markets in China and help the U.S. econ-
omy.”” Others want to suspend MFN ‘‘because
China limits human rights, sells arms to
Iran and pursues an aggressive foreign pol-
icy.” So do our poll respondents ‘‘support or
oppose continuing most favored nation sta-
tus with China?”’

The result: The American people oppose
MFN, overwhelmingly, by 61 to 29 percent
(the other 10 percent don’t or gave no an-
swer). They oppose it in every region of the
country. They oppose it in the cities. They
oppose it in the suburbs. They oppose it on
the farm. White people oppose it. Black peo-
ple oppose it. Republicans oppose it. Demo-
crats oppose it. Rich people oppose it. Poor
people oppose it. High-school dropouts op-
pose it. Ph.D.s oppose it. Married people op-
pose it. Single people oppose it. Clinton vot-
ers oppose it. Dole voters oppose it. Perot
voters oppose it.

In other words, everyone opposes MFN.
And interestingly enough, no one opposes
MFN more than women do; by a whopping 45-
point margin, 67 to 22 percent. So on this
issue, President Clinton has a gender gap. He
deserves it.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
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uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia [Mr. LEwIS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. LEWIS of Georgia addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina [Mr.
JONES] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. JONES addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Dakota [Mr.
POMEROY] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. POMEROY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York [Mrs. KELLY] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mrs. KELLY addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington [Mr.
METCALF] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. METCALF addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, the gentleman from New
Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today as my colleagues and | do every
year at this time to join in remem-
brance and commemoration of one of
the most horrible events of the 20th
century and, in fact, in all of human
history. That is the systematic exter-
mination of 1.5 million Armenian men,
women, and children during the final
years of the Ottoman Turkish empire.
This was the first genocide of the 20th
century, a precursor to the Nazi Holo-
caust and the other cases of ethnic
cleansing and mass extermination of
peoples in our time in Bosnia and
Central Africa and in other parts of the
world.

We must, Mr. Speaker, call what hap-
pened to the Armenian people between
the years 1915 and 1923 by its correct
name, and that is genocide. Tomorrow,
Thursday, April 24, marks the 82d anni-
versary of the beginning of the Arme-
nian genocide. Armenian-Americans
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throughout the United States and peo-
ple of conscience everywhere are com-
memorating this event in various
ways.

Our annual tradition of holding a
special order here in the House of Rep-
resentatives on or near the anniversary
of the genocide is always a proud mo-
ment for this institution, a time where
Members come together on a bipartisan
basis to remember, to try to counter
the indifference and the outright dis-
tortions of history. Yet, regrettably, |
would say incredibly, the United States
does not officially recognize the Arme-
nian genocide. Bowing to strong pres-
sure from Turkey, the U.S. State De-
partment has, for more than 15 years,
shied away from referring to the tragic
events of 1915 to 1923 by the word
‘‘genocide.”

Successive U.S. Presidents have an-
nually issued proclamations on the an-
niversary of the genocide expressing
sorrow for the massacres and solidarity
with the victims and survivors, but al-
ways stopping short of using the word
‘‘genocide,” thus minimizing and not
accurately conveying what really hap-
pened beginning 82 years ago.

In the 1970’s, the U.S. House passed a
resolution officially recognizing the
genocide, but it did not become law. In
June 1996, just last year, during debate
on the foreign operations appropria-
tions bill, the House passed, by more
than 300 votes in favor, an amendment
withholding economic assistance to
Turkey until and unless that country
acknowledged the genocide. But again,
that provision was removed in con-
ference.

Today, there are some 30 countries
from Australia to Russia to Lebanon
that have adopted resolutions officially
recognizing the Armenian genocide.
When | speak to Armenian-American
groups, many people are shocked to
learn that the United States does not
officially recognize the genocide. Ar-
menian-Americans love this country
and are very proud of the stands, the
brave stands that we have taken
throughout our history. Many people,
Armenian-Americans and people of
other ethnic backgrounds, probably
just naturally assume that the United
States, usually at the forefront of de-
fending human rights and the cause of
confronting history head on, including
the difficult parts of history, that we
would have been in the lead in this ef-
fort to remember the past. The fact
that we have failed to go on record pro-
claiming the truth about the Armenian
genocide must be rectified.

The United States should go on
record clearly and unambiguously rec-
ognizing the Armenian genocide in set-
ting aside April 24 as a day of remem-
brance. To that end, | urge renewed ef-
fort on the part of Congress to pass a
resolution that puts the United States
firmly on record on the side of the
truth, and | pledge to keep up the pres-
sure on the President to call the geno-
cide by its proper name.

Mr. Speaker, | have a lot more com-
ments that | would like to make about
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the genocide this evening, but | would
like now, if I could, to yield to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr.
McCGOVERN], who has joined me on
many occasions on the floor on Special
Orders, and | am very pleased to see
him here tonight on this occasion.

Mr. MCGOVERN. | want to thank the
gentleman from New Jersey for orga-
nizing this time so that we might come
together in remembrance of this ter-
rible chapter in human history.

While there are some nations that
object to the term ‘‘genocide,” what
took place in Armenia between the
years of 1915 and 1923 was exactly that,
a genocide. Whole communities were
wiped off the face of the map. Over 1.5
million men, women, and children were
deported, forced into slave labor, tor-
tured, and exterminated by the Otto-
man government of Turkey.

What happened in those years was
more than just a series of massacres
carried out by the Turkish Government
during a time of instability, revolu-
tion, and war. It was the first example
of genocide of the 20th century, a pre-
cursor to the Nazi Holocaust and the
other cases of ethnic cleansing and
massive extermination that have so
haunted our times.

With the rise of totalitarian regimes
in Europe during the 1920’s and 1930’s
and the outbreak of World War II, the
genocide perpetrated against the peo-
ple of Armenia was largely forgotten.
It has often been said that Adolph Hit-
ler, when planning the Nazi strategy of
extermination of the Jews that cul-
minated in the final solution, re-
marked, who today remembers the ex-
termination of the Armenians? Well,
we remember, and we must always re-
member. Forgetting history not only
dishonors the victims and the survi-
vors, it encourages tyrants to believe
that they can kill with impunity.

Most of the survivors of the Arme-
nian genocide have now passed away,
while the few who are still living are
very old now.

O 1930

Their sons and their daughters, their
grandchildren and great grandchildren,
will continue to speak out about their
family’s history and tragedy. It is out
of respect for them that we add our
voices here today on the floor of the
U.S. Congress. It is with great sorrow
and with a sense of disbelief that | find
the United States has yet to recognize
the Armenian genocide.

There are official statements each
year observing the massacres that took
place at the beginning of the century,
but for reasons of political expedience,
and bowing to Turkish pressure, the
United States has never recognized
these mass exterminations as genocide,
this in spite of the fact that the U.S.
National Archives, which is right here
in Washington, DC, holds the most
comprehensive documentation in the
world on the Armenian genocide.

Some 30 nations, from Australia to
Russia to Lebanon, have adopted reso-
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lutions officially recognizing the Ar-
menian genocide. The United States
should go on record clearly and unam-
biguously recognizing the Armenian
genocide, and setting aside April 24 as
a day of remembrance.

I am proud to be a cosponsor of
House Concurrent Resolution 55 that
honors the victims of the Armenian
genocide and calls upon the United
States to recognize the genocide and
encourage the Republic of Turkey to
acknowledge and commemorate the
atrocity committed against the Arme-
nian population from 1915 to 1923.

As a Member of the National Caucus
on Armenian lIssues formed in 1995 by
the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
PALLONE] and our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. PORTER], |
am committed to being a voice for a
stronger partnership between the Unit-
ed States and the Armenia of today.

But the gentleman from New Jersey
also brought us together this evening
not only to remember the past, but to
praise the spirit and contributions of
Armenian-Americans who are integral
members of our cities and commu-
nities. The gentleman from New Jersey
may not be aware that the first Arme-
nian community in the United States
was established at the end of the 19th
century in the city of Worcester, in
what is now the Third Congressional
District of Massachusetts, which | have
the privilege of representing. The very
first Armenian church was built in
Worcester. So the history of my dis-
trict and the history of the Armenian
people in America are deeply linked.

That history continues today, for op-
erating just outside the town of Frank-
lin, MA, in the center of my district, is
the Armenian Youth Federation Sum-
mer Camp, where for the past 40 sum-
mers over 500 Armenian young people
from across the country come together
in fellowship.

There are 1,400 Armenian families in
the Third Congressional District in
Massachusetts, active members in the
communities of Worcester, Shrews-
bury, Holden, Westborough, Franklin,
Medway, and elsewhere. They are in-
volved in supporting the educational
institutions of the district, an issue
that is a high priority for me in my
work here in the U.S. Congress. They
have made their mark in business, the
professions, and the arts. We are all en-
riched by their presence.

It is on their behalf that I have come
here today to remember and to honor
the past, to praise and respect the
courage of the present, and to make a
commitment to work for a better fu-
ture for all Armenians.

I just want to again thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for allowing
me to have this opportunity, and thank
him for his leadership on this issue.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | appre-
ciate the comments made by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, and |
know that the Armenian community is
a very large one in Massachusetts and
continues to grow. Basically, | think in
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many ways it was the first State that
really did have a large Armenian com-
munity, so | thank the gentleman for
joining us tonight.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to report
some good news on this issue. That is
that on Monday, just this past Monday,
April 21, the California General Assem-
bly unanimously passed a resolution
recognizing the Armenian genocide, as
well as the more recent anti-Armenian
pogroms committed in Azerbaijan.

Assemblyman Howard Kaloogian, a
Republican representing north San
Diego, authored the resolution and
guided its passage through the legisla-
ture of that State. | know members of
the California delegation will be join-
ing this special order today, and |
know they are very proud of their
State today because of what happened
with this resolution.

| yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. HORN].

Mr. HORN. | thank the gentleman
from New Jersey, Mr. Speaker, and
particularly for his initiative in get-
ting this hour for a number of us to
speak to the terrible, sad history that
has been suffered by the Armenians
from the Turks.

Mr. Speaker, | have come to this
House floor again, along with the gen-
tleman from New Jersey and many
other colleagues, to remember the 82d
anniversary of the beginning of the
massacre that would ultimately claim
over 1% million Armenian dead, and
untold suffering by those who came
after them.

I have followed the history, both dis-
tant and recent, of Armenia for many
years. Mr. Speaker, out of personal in-
terest and as a result of my inter-
actions with many fine individuals who
are members of the American-Arme-
nian community in Long Beach and
Fresno, CA, | have had a long-held in-
terest in this matter.

It is particularly sad for me that this
House must gather year after year to
commemorate this tragic event and to
secure recognition in memory for it,
and press for the acknowledgment of
this terrible tragedy and shameful
place in history by Turkey.

Unfortunately, the sad history of this
massacre that took place in Turkey so
many years ago is often overlooked.
This leaves the historical reality of the
plight of the Armenian people vulner-
able to efforts to minimize or even
deny the terror that was unleashed
against their ancestors, unleashed in
the first decade and a half of this cen-
tury.

Because the events 82 years ago are
so distant, this House is very right to
draw the attention of the Nation to it.
But it must be even more forceful, and
the U.S. Government, through its dip-
lomatic efforts, should pressure the
government of Turkey to admit the
role that their predecessors many
years ago at that time played in this
assault.

The continued denial by the Turkish
government, our ally in NATO, of this
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massacre, and that it occurred on its
soil, and that Turks were actively in-
volved, only serves to denigrate the
memory of those who died and those
who suffered and those who suffer
today, thinking of their ancestors.

As a nation we must not forget the
sad history of a larger power unleashed
on a vigorous and creative people to
obliterate their whole culture. The Ar-
menian massacre is among the most
terrible chapters of the 2lst century,
along with what Stalin did, along with
what Mao did, along with what Hitler
did, along with what Pol Pot did in
Cambodia.

This House must remain vigilant to
the efforts of historical revisionism
and the attempt to make de minimis,
as the lawyers would say, this terrible
tragedy when 1.5 million Armenians
were Kkilled and many others maimed
and wounded, or else we should be
faced with the prospect of witnessing
this type of tragedy again.

I hope that those who want to be
members of the European Community,
those who want to continue in NATO,
will admit what those that came before
them did, just as this Nation has ad-
mitted its mistakes in both slavery,
how black Americans have been treat-
ed, how Indian Americans have been
treated, how Hispanic-Americans have
been treated, and how the Japanese-
Americans in the Second World War
were treated.

This Nation’s greatness is because we
have the capacity to say we were
wrong, our ancestors were wrong, and
we try to do something about it to
remedy what has been left of this proud
colony of vigorous people.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | thank
the gentleman from California [Mr.
HORN] for the statement that he made,
and again, his State just this past week
passed this resolution commemorating
and recognizing the genocide for what
it is, and certainly everyone in Califor-
nia can be proud of that fact. | appre-
ciate the gentleman’s comments.

Mr. Speaker, as the gentleman from
California mentioned, and | would like
to reiterate again, the problem, or cer-
tainly one of the most serious problems
we face, is the fact that Turkey goes
right on denying that the genocide ever
took place.

Yesterday my office received, as | am
sure many other offices did, a docu-
ment from the Turkish Democracy
Foundation. This document repeats the
well-worn claims that the genocide did
not happen, or that the number of vic-
tims is overstated, or that relocation
of a certain portion of the population
was limited, et cetera, et cetera.

The document concludes, and | will
quote: “The U.S. Congress is not the
proper place to discuss historically
controversial issues, and it should not
pass historical judgments.”’

I would like to say right now on the
floor, with all due respect to the Turk-
ish Democracy Foundation, | would say
that the Congress is the proper place to
discuss the genocide, as well as class-
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rooms and civic organizations and reli-
gious institutions throughout this
country. We must not deny the truth.
Our responsibility on the floor is to
make sure that the truth is told, and
told over and over again, so that geno-
cide does not occur again. That is the
point we need to make.

Just to give some facts, again, and
these are simple, documented facts, on
April 24 of 1915 some 200 Armenian reli-
gious, political, and intellectual lead-
ers from Constantinople or Istanbul
were arrested and exiled in one fell
swoop, silencing the leading represent-
atives of the Armenian community in
the Ottoman capital. This was the
symbolic beginning of the genocide,
the occasion we commemorate tonight.

But over the years from 1915 to 1923,
as the gentleman mentioned, there
were over 1.5 million men, women and
children were deported, forced into
slave labor, tortured and exterminated
by the government of the Young Turk
Committee. The deportations and
Killings finally ended with the estab-
lishment of the Republic of Turkey in
1923, although efforts to erase all
traces of the Armenian presence in the
area continued.

After years of imprisonment, slave
labor, acts of torture and 1.5 million
murders, the Turks tried to erase the
evidence of the Armenian presence in
the region by changing place names
and destroying Armenian culture and
religious monuments. But this entire
shameful and appalling period of his-
tory meets every definition of the term
‘‘genocide.”

Turkey has to come to terms with its
past. After all, Mr. Speaker, Turkey is
a member of NATO. The gentleman
from California mentioned that it is a
member of NATO, a defense alliance
that was basically set up to defend
freedom. Many of our NATO allies, as
well as some of the eastern and central
European nations moving toward
NATO membership, have very painful
and horrible aspects of their history, in
some cases very recent history. But
some have done a better job than oth-
ers in confronting their past. Turkey,
at least at the official level, has made
no attempt to face up to the truth.
Those independent Turkish voices that
have tried to tell the truth have been
intimidated into silence.

Mr. Speaker, I mention this again
only because there is such merit in the
fact that, for example, in the case of
Nazi Germany, that the German Gov-
ernment recognized that the Holocaust
took place. They give reparations for
the Holocaust. They commemorate the
Holocaust. They put up memorials to
the Holocaust. That makes such a dif-
ference in terms of the Jewish people,
to recognize that the German Govern-
ment acknowledges that this took
place and it was a terrible thing. When
Turkey refuses to acknowledge it, it is
almost as if the genocide continues to
occur, because the government offi-
cially will not recognize it.
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Mr. HORN. If the gentleman will con-
tinue to yield, Mr. Speaker, he men-
tioned it was the Turkish Democracy
Foundation.

Mr. PALLONE. Yes.

Mr. HORN. They seem to feel that
over 8 years, as the gentleman men-
tioned, from 1915 to 1923, that 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians must have committed
suicide. Of course, that is nonsense.

Mr. PALLONE. 1 think the gen-
tleman is right. | am not saying that
they do not acknowledge that some
people were Kkilled, but they refuse to
acknowledge the numbers, certainly,
and they refuse to acknowledge there
was any systematic effort to kill peo-
ple in the nature of a genocide or eth-
nic cleansing.

Of course, the fact that they are will-
ing to say that a few people were mur-
dered or a few people were involved in
some conflict is simply not acceptable.
That is not what happened. This was a
systematic effort at the government
level by the Ottoman Empire to exter-
minate a whole people.

Mr. HORN. Exactly.

Mr. PALLONE. If | could just say, |
just want to say that in January | had
the opportunity to go to Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh and visited the
genocide Memorial Museum, which was
a really amazing place and really valu-
able to just be there to see it.

But when | went into the museum,
which is actually still being completed,
it was almost embarrassing, because |
went through a particular room where
they had collected the various coun-
tries, and there are 30 now, that have
recognized the genocide. The director
of the museum, who was a wonderful
man who basically, you know, made
this his life ambition, to continue and
complete this museum, sort of under
his breath said, you know, the United
States does not recognize the genocide,
even though Russia and so many other
countries have.

It was really embarrassing to think
that our country, the bastion of free-
dom, has not recognized the genocide
when some of the other countries did,
including Russia as one of the ones
that did.

The other thing was, it goes back to
what we were saying before about the
Turkish Government recognition. They
are in the process of constructing in
the museum a sort of memorial that
looks like a court. In other words, it is
in the round, and in the center is basi-
cally where the judge would sit, and
then on each of the walls of this round
room they have a testimony from eye-
witness accounts, contemporary eye-
witness accounts, of what occurred, in-
cluding one from the U.S. Ambassador
to the Ottoman Empire at the time,
Henry Morgenthau.

O 1945

He testified, repeating what actually
happened, that it was genocide and
what occurred. It was explained to me,
but it needed no explanation, that this
is their idea, the Armenian idea of the
Nuremburg trial.
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In other words, that in the case of
Germany and the Jewish Holocaust,
trials were held and the people were
brought to justice that in some, not all
of them, but some of them who had
perpetrated this crime. But in the case
of Armenia, the Armenian genocide, no
trial took place.

So in a sense the museum is creating
the trial using contemporary docu-
ments and eyewitness accounts. It just
brought home again how important
and how valuable from a cleansing
point of view, if nothing else, it is to
have a trial or have a public pro-
nouncement by the government or the
perpetrators that this took place and
that we still do not have in the case of
the Armenian genocide.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, if the gen-
tleman will continue to yield, | would
hope we would draft a bipartisan bill
that would solve that problem.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, we
have. There is legislation that has ac-
tually been introduced by the gen-
tleman from California [Mr.
RADANOVICH], | believe, and the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. BONIOR] on
a bipartisan basis and obviously we
would like to get that moved. | think
we are moving in that direction with
what we do tonight and with other ac-

tions and statements by our col-
leagues.

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | thank the
gentleman.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, let me,
if | may, | wanted to just elaborate a
little more, if | could, on why we at-
tach such significance to insisting that
the world community, including the
United States, recognize the tragedy of
the genocide and call it by its proper
name.

As | said, Turkey stubbornly main-
tains its disgraceful policy of denying
that the genocide we solemnly remem-
ber today ever took place, despite the
lack of factual or historical basis for
Turkey’s denial. From the eyewitness
accounts of journalists and diplomats
on the scene to the eloquent and horri-
fying testimony of the survivors, the
historic record is clear: that in the
name of Turkish nationalistic ideol-
ogy, the rulers of the Ottoman Empire
conceived, planned and executed a pro-
gram to eliminate ethnic minorities.
The primary victims of this cruel pol-
icy were the Armenians. At that time
the word ‘‘genocide’”” had not been
coined but genocide is what it was. And
| said there were no Nuremburg trials.

There has been no official atonement
by the Turkish nation, and statements
by me and other Members of Congress
about the Armenian genocide are rou-
tinely met with contemptuous re-
sponses by Turkey’s ambassador to the
United States. But the denials of the
revisionists fly in the face of the pre-
ponderance of evidence from American
and other Western diplomats, from
journalists on scene and from the sur-
vivors themselves, many of whom are
still alive and some of whom are Amer-
ican citizens.
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The U.S. National Archives holds the
most comprehensive documentation in
the world on this historic tragedy,
more than 30,000 pages. Formal pro-
tests were made by the U.S. Ambas-
sador Henry Morganthau, and Congress
approved of allowing a private relief
agency to raise funds in the United
States. American consular officials and
private aid workers secretly housed Ar-
menians, distributed aid and helped in
their escape to other nations during
the years from 1915 to 1923, and many
times these Americans acted at great
personal risk to themselves and in di-
rect defiance of Turkish orders not to
help the Armenians.

We have to continue to persuade the
leaders of the Republic of Turkey, a
country that receives hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars each year in U.S. aid, to
officially acknowledge the truth. As
one way to make amends, Turkey
should immediately lift its blockade of
Armenia and accept the Armenian gov-
ernment’s offer to normalize relations
without preconditions. | believe that
these steps would ultimately be in Tur-
key’s long-term interest as well. By
doing the right thing and accepting
historical responsibility and improving
relations with the nation of Armenia,
Turkey can help its own cause in terms
of gaining admission to the European
community and recognition in other
historical forums.

Mr. Speaker, | yield to the gentleman
from California [Mr. SHERMAN].

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
memory of the victims of the Arme-
nian genocide, one of the most tragic
events of this century and, of course,
the first genocide of this century.

During the years 1915 to 1923, between
a million and a half and 2 million Ar-
menians who were citizens of the Otto-
man Empire died as a result of a con-
certed effort to annihilate the Arme-
nian population. This genocide is an
undeniable fact. It is time for the
Turkish government to recognize his-
tory and to apologize, not only to the
Armenian community but to humanity
as a whole.

I want to bring to my colleagues’ at-
tention a statement which the Holo-
caust Council issued in 1987 on the in-
clusion of the Armenian genocide in
the U.S. Holocaust memorial museum,
because | think it speaks volumes
about the need to commemorate, to
recognize and to remember the first
genocide of this century.

That statement read: The genocide of
the Armenian citizens of the Ottoman
Empire between 1915 and 1923 will have
a place in the U.S. Holocaust museum
and its library. The fate of Armenians
should be included in any discussion of
genocide in the 20th century.

| also want to bring to the attention
of my colleagues perhaps the most fa-
mous statement uttered about the Ar-
menian genocide, and that was the
comment made by Adolf Hitler when he
reached the conclusion that history
would forgive him if he engaged in the
genocide he was planning. He stated,
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who, after all, speaks today of the an-
nihilation of the Armenians?

Mr. Speaker, we here today speak of
the annihilation.

That is why we insist, we must insist
that this body remember once again
the Armenian genocide as one of the
most important events of this century.
The mistakes made by the west in re-
action to that event or failure to react
led in at least part to the annihilation
of 6 million Jews and millions of others
in the rest of this century.

That is why | hope that before a sin-
gle dime of American taxpayer dollars
are spent in aid to Turkey, that An-
kara must, among other things, recog-
nize the Armenian genocide. There is a
tendency to view history as something
only of relevance to the past. But those
who forget history or those who refuse
to acknowledge history are doomed to
repeat it.

Today Turkey is not engaged in
genocide against Armenians, but it is
engaged in trying to strangle the Re-
public of Armenia by not allowing even
humanitarian supplies to pass to this
landlocked country. I note with regret
that the State Department a few days
ago informed those of us who are mem-
bers of the House Committee on Inter-
national Relations that once again it
would waive the Humanitarian Aid
Corridor Act. It is time for this act to
carry out its purpose. It is time for
Congress to evaluate whether Turkey
should be given impunity to continue
to blockade Armenia.

When Congress passed the act involv-
ing humanitarian aid corridors, we
were serious. And | look forward in fu-
ture meetings of the Committee on
International Relations to trying to
put some teeth in that act, to give Con-
gress the right to review whether or
not it is really necessary for our secu-
rity that we waive that act again and
again.

With that, | thank the gentleman for
yielding to me.

Mr. PALLONE. | thank the gen-
tleman from California.

He specifically mentioned the appro-
priation process and some of the provi-
sions that the Armenia caucus, which
the gentleman is a member of and that
I am a member of, some of the things
that we are trying to accomplish. It is
sort of ironic in a way or coincidence
that tomorrow, April 24, is not only the
anniversary of the genocide but also
the day when the appropriations sub-
committee on foreign affairs or foreign
operations is going to meet, and that
has been, that subcommittee and the
bill that comes to the floor has been
the vehicle in the past for us to make
a point on a number of issues.

The gentleman mentioned the Hu-
manitarian Aid Corridor Act, which
has been one of the main pieces of leg-
islation that the caucus has worked on
in the last few years. It really makes
perfect sense.

Here all we are really saying is that
if one country, in this case it happens
to be Turkey, but it could be any coun-
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try, accepts U.S. assistance, they have
to allow humanitarian assistance that
the U.S. is providing to its neighbor to
pass through that first country’s bor-
ders.

I cannot imagine anyone, | cannot
imagine any American who would
think that it would be possible for a
country that receives American assist-
ance to deny safe passage of humani-
tarian assistance through its borders
to another country. | think if we told
any of our constituents that the U.S.
government allowed that first country
to deny access, they would be outraged.
Yet not only is that done routinely by
Turkey through its blockade, but when
we passed the Humanitarian Aid Cor-
ridor Act, we see year after year the
administration coming forward and
waiving it and saying, for national se-
curity reasons, whatever the reasons
they gave, | thought were rather poor,
it is okay to waive this corridor act
and allow Turkey to blockade humani-
tarian assistance to Armenia. It just
totally flies in the face of any notion of
humanitarian assistance or human
rights.

Mr. SHERMAN. | think that perhaps
some in the State Department are vic-
tims of continuing Cold War thinking.
We are no longer engaged in a giant
chess game against the evil empire of
the Soviet Union. Certainly when we
emerge as the sole superpower, that is
the status that we will enjoy only so
long as the world regards the United
States as a bastion of decency and mo-
rality in foreign policy.

Never in the history of the world has
the rest of the world acquiesced to one
country emerging as the sole super-
power. It has happened in various re-
gions. It has happened in the world be-
fore, but never with acquiescence.

The reason we are trusted to play the
role we play in the world is because we
are, yes, we are concerned and | think
perhaps should be even more concerned
with our own national interest, but we
also are guided by morality. And for us
to ignore the strangulation of both eco-
nomic and humanitarian aid that Tur-
key is imposing on Armenia is actually
harmful to our national security inter-
ests because it calls into question the
foundation, the ideological foundation
that allows us to be the only world su-
perpower.

Another factor that | think is impor-
tant, every time | go back to my dis-
trict, and | was just there earlier
today, people are concerned with how
effectively our money is spent. They
are willing to see the U.S. government
do things that are good but only if the
money is spent effectively.

When we have an international aid
program which aids Turkey on the one
hand and allows Turkey to prevent the
aid program from being effective, when
the recipient is also the obstructor,
then how do we go back to our districts
and say we are paying for air freight
into Yerevan because we cannot truck
things through Turkey and at the same
time we are spending money to provide
aid to Turkey.
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What we need to do is insist that
those who receive aid from the United
States not prevent our aid programs
around the world from being effective.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | appre-
ciate the gentleman’s comments. | also
wanted to make reference, 1 know that
I was at the international relations
subcommittee, one of the subcommit-
tee hearings that the gentleman was a
member of when we talked about try-
ing to provide some assistance to
Nagorno-Karabagh. | know the gen-
tleman made reference to that.

Again, if | could just mention that,
and perhaps you would like to com-
ment as well, right now under the
Freedom Support Act, section 907,
there is no direct assistance to Azer-
baijan, no direct U.S. assistance, be-
cause they also have a blockade of Ar-
menia. So Armenia is really effectively
blockaded on almost all sides between
Turkey and Azerbaijan. However, the

U.S. continues to provide humani-
tarian assistance to Azerbaijan
through nongovernmental organiza-
tions.

Unfortunately, none of that assist-
ance goes to Nagorno-Karabagh.
Nagorno-Karabagh is an Armenian
country, between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia, that fought a war of independ-
ence about 5 years ago, successfully,
and is in the midst of trying to gain
recognition by Azerbaijan and Turkey
and other countries of its existence.

And | was there in January at the
same time that | went to Armenia. |
will say, as | have said, that the hu-
manitarian needs are great and there is
absolutely no reason why the U.S.
should provide nongovernmental as-
sistance, if you will, to one side in this
conflict, Aczerbaijan and Nagorno-
Karabagh, when the need is just as
great, if not greater.

O 2000

So one of the things that we are try-
ing to do this year is to provide some
humanitarian assistance, probably
through nongovernmental organiza-
tions, to Nagorno-Karabagh.

I know the gentleman at that hear-
ing was very supportive of that and |
appreciate that, and | yield to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. SHERMAN. As a matter of fact,
I think it is very important that if we
are going to provide aid to that region
of the world that we provide it to the
one part of that region that has been
wracked by warfare, and that is
Nagorno-Karabagh. If there is any part
of the Caucasus that needs our help,
that is an area that should be receiving
our help.

Indeed, a portion of the aid that we

provide to that region should go
through nongovernmental organiza-
tions to the people of Nagorno-

Karabagh, and 1 will be working with
the Armenians Issues Caucus and oth-
ers, both in the committee and here on
the floor, to make sure we provide that
aid.

Also at that same committee hearing
I was more than a bit surprised and



April 23, 1997

certainly not impressed when | saw
that the administration’s plan for aid
to the Newly Independent States, the
states of the former Soviet Union, an-
ticipated that going from 1997 to 1998
they would increase aid to Azerbaijan
by $15 million and decrease aid to Ar-
menia by $15 million.

Now, they assured me that that fig-
ure was a mere coincidence, but wheth-
er it is a coincidence or a plan, it can
certainly be reversed. One way to deal
with it, of course, is to simply not in-
crease aid to Aczerbaijan, a country
that, as the gentleman points out, con-
tinues to blockade Armenia on the
other side, with Azerbaijan on one side
and Turkey on the other, to certainly
not go along with the administration’s
plan to increase aid, but to use that in-
crement of dollars to provide aid to the
people of Nagorno-Karabagh.

I hope that we would move in that di-
rection and will be suggesting that to
my colleagues not only here but in
writing as well.

Mr. PALLONE. There is no question
that there is a need for humanitarian
assistance to Nagorno-Karabagh, and |
have to say that | saw that firsthand.
And | think the bottom line is that the
United States policy needs to be more
evenhanded. It does not make sense to
say we are going to give money
through the nongovernmental organi-
zations to Azerbaijan and not to
Nagorno-Karabagh.

The other thing | wanted to say, if
the gentleman would bear with me, is
having been to Karabagh, and of course
our caucus has brought this up on a bi-
partisan basis many, many times, the
concern, the need | should say, for the
United States to play a larger role in
trying to bring a peaceful settlement
to Nagorno-Karabagh.

Obviously, there has been a cease-fire
now in effect between Azerbaijan and
Nagorno-Karabagh for a few years, and
overall it has held. Although there was
an incident last week where Azerbaijan
did violate the cease-fire and there
were some people actually Kkilled,
which was certainly unfortunate, but,
overall, the cease-fire has held. But
there needs to be a peaceful settlement
of this conflict and | believe very
strongly the only way that that will
occur is if the United States plays an
important role.

Earlier this year the United States
agreed to be the cochair of the MINS
group, as it is called, which is a group
of nations that are trying to come to a
peaceful settlement with regard to
Nagorno-Karabagh. But, unfortunately,
the United States really has not played
a major role in trying to come to a
peaceful settlement.

In fact, | thought that the United
States’ position that it took back in
late 1996, where the United States
signed onto this Lisbon Accord, where
they recognized Azerbaijan’s territorial
integrity, thereby assuming that
Nagorno-Karabagh was part of Azer-
baijan, but at the same time did not
recognize Nagorno-Karabagh’s self-de-
termination.
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And we know there are two principles
in international law, territorial integ-
rity and self-determination. The Unit-
ed States was clearly siding with the
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and
not the self-determination of Nagorno-
Karabagh.

We need to turn that around and then
the United States has to be an advo-
cate for Nagorno-Karabagh’s self-deter-
mination and then be willing to play a
more significant role.

We have seen the President, for ex-
ample, get involved in the Bosnia situ-
ation, in the Dayton accords, we have
seen the President play a major role in
the Mideast, in the lIsraeli-Palestinian
conflict, and the same type of role
needs to be played, | think personally
by the President, but certainly to not
continue this policy of not recognizing
or not promoting Karabagh’s self-de-
termination.

I bring this back again to the geno-
cide issue because one of the things
that was certainly brought home to me
when | was in Nagorno-Karabagh is the
fact that the history of what has oc-
curred in that region of the world not
only at the time of the genocide be-
tween 1915 and 1923, but certainly be-
fore and after makes it almost impos-
sible for people who are Armenian, who
live in Nagorno-Karabagh, to think
that they can ever be protected or ever
have any kind of security if they live
under the suzerainty of Azerbaijan.

I met a woman outside of Yerevan
who was a refugee, and really a victim
of three genocides. She was basically
deported or had to escape from western
Armenia at the time of the 1915 geno-
cide; she went to Sushi, which is a
town, a religious center, in Karabagh,
and was expelled or deported from
there a few years later; then she ended
up in Baku, which is the capital of
Azerbaijan, and she was about 5 or 6
years ago she was expelled and de-
ported from there and ended up in
Yerevan.

So there are people who in the course
of their lives have been the victims of
deportation or genocide on many occa-
sions. They are never going to accept
the notion that somehow they are part
of Azerbaijan or that they can live
peaceably under the suzerainty of Azer-
baijan.

That is why | believe very strongly
that the United States has to recognize
that fact. We cannot have another
genocide in Karabagh, so the speak,
and the only way we will make sure it
does not happen is if we play a major
role in trying to bring about a peaceful
settlement.

| yield to the gentleman.

Mr. SHERMAN. | agree with the gen-
tleman that one of the crowning glo-
ries of the second term of the adminis-
tration of President Clinton would be
to work for peace and achieve peace in
the Caucasus. There is always a con-
flict between the concept of territorial
integrity and the concept of self-deter-
mination, and when we look at the con-
cept of self-determination we see that
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that allows people to live under the
government of their own choice.

Our own country was born, perhaps
the world’s greatest exercise of the
concept of self-determination, our own
Declaration of Independence, and we
set forth in that declaration some
standards that ought to be applied. Be-
cause when you render a country apart,
when you change borders, the whole
world can be affected.

We talked about the injustices im-
posed upon us by King George Ill. But
they seem somewhat pale compared to
the pogroms, compared to the aggres-
sion and the expulsions that the Arme-
nian population of Nagorno-Karabagh
has had to suffer over the last decade.
Certainly if we made the case for self-
determination, Nagorno-Karabagh has
as well.

But also the argument for territorial
integrity. There are borders and there
are borders. The borders of Azerbaijan
were drawn by Joseph Stalin for the
purpose of dividing the Armenian peo-
ple and placing Nagorno-Karabagh not
for any logical reason except mischief,
except division, except to deliberately
cause peoples to be at conflict with
each other.

If there was ever a border that should
not be given a lot of respect by the
international community, it is a border
drawn by Joseph Stalin for the purpose
of oppressing peoples in the Caucasus.
And when we weigh territorial integ-
rity, where the integrity is a Joseph
Stalin border and the right of self-de-
termination for a people who have suf-
fered, | think in ways that our Found-
ing Fathers did not, the scales cer-
tainly are in the direction of recogniz-
ing the rights of the people of Nagorno-
Karabagh.

Mr. PALLONE. If | could, I think
maybe we have another 5 or 10 minutes
in our special order, and | just wanted
to take this opportunity, if I could, to
mention that although we, the Mem-
bers of the House, are doing this com-
memoration this evening, many Mem-
bers, yourself, myself and other Mem-
bers of the House and Senate will take
part in a Capitol Hill commemoration
ceremony that is organized by the Ar-
menian National Committee next
Wednesday, April 30.

I wanted at this time, Mr. Speaker,
to cite the work of both the great orga-
nizations representing the Armenian
American community here in D.C., the
Armenian Assembly of America and
the Armenian National Committee,
and they both deserve praise for their
continued hard work and dedication to
both Armenia and the United States.

The gentleman from California did
mention the caucus, and if | could just
say something briefly about the cau-
cus. Two-and-a-half years ago Con-
gressman PORTER and myself founded
the Congressional Caucus on Armenian
Issues basically to be a voice for a
stronger United States-Armenia part-
nership and to better represent the in-
terests of the Armenian American com-
munity. We now have 55 members.
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There is a lot of sympathy and moral
support for Armenia in the Congress
and the administration, among State
legislators. Your own State | men-
tioned earlier passed a resolution rec-
ognizing the genocide just earlier this
week, | believe. But the bottom line is
we cannot kid ourselves. We are up
against very strong forces.

Unfortunately, the State Depart-
ment, | believe, continues to take a ba-
sically pro-Turkey policy or adhere to
a very pro-Turkey policy, and among
United States and international busi-
ness interests whose concerns with
profits and sources of raw material
often outweigh their concerns for the
people of Armenia. So we have to con-
stantly work against some of these
others that are out there not really
standing up for the concerns of Arme-
nia and the concerns of the people of
Karabagh.

In closing today, if | could just say
one thing. Obviously, there is a need to
pay particular tribute to the survivors
of the genocide. | was in Michigan, ac-
tually, over the weekend at a com-
memoration service and there were
many survivors there, | would say
maybe about 15 or so people who sur-
vived the genocide. Of course, they are
usually in their late eighties or nine-
ties, or even 100, and one of the gentle-
men actually gave me a book that he
signed that talked about his whole eye
witness account of the years 1915
through 1923. And it really was amaz-
ing to talk to someone who could di-
rectly explain what went on then. But
of course there are thousands of ac-
counts like that in the archives, in the
U.S. archives and around the world.

| just wanted to mention, if | could,
that we had many Members of Congress
here tonight who wanted to join in this
special order but because of the sched-
ule, everything was a little crazy this
evening. | think we have about 15 or 20
statements to submit for the RECORD.

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, | want to join
my colleagues today in remembering the trag-
edy endured by the Armenian people in the
years 1915-23.

Extensive massacres of Armenians took
place during that period in eastern Anatolia
plains in an atmosphere akin to a horrible civil
war. Those events have indelibly and perma-
nently marked the consciousness of many
Americans, including Americans of Armenian
descent, who are commemorating April 24,
1997, as a national day of remembrance of
man’s inhumanity to man and a special day of
remembrance for the Armenian victims of
strife in the early years of this century.

April 24 marks the 82d anniversary of the
calamity. It is appropriate on this occasion to
direct our attention and prayers to the memory
of the vast number of victims who died in
these tragic events.

It is in the interest of all of us and in the in-
terest of mankind that this type of tragedy not
occur again. The leading organizations of the
Armenian-American community have been
seeking to work within our political system for
a statement concerning these critical events in
their heritage.

The House of Representatives takes this oc-
casion to honor the memory of the victims of
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the massacres of Armenians. No one can
deny these events and the centrality of these
events in modern Armenian history. | am
proud to be associated today with my col-
leagues on this important day of remem-
brance.

| would also like to salute the Republic of
Armenia, and urge it to move forward in its
democratic and economic reforms. Americans
have an interest in the economic development
of Armenia, its progress toward a free market
economy, and its development of democratic
institutions. We want to work with Armenia
and its neighbors to insure peace, stability,
and progress in their search for greater free-
dom and security. There is no better way to
honor the misdeeds of the past than rededi-
cating ourselves to a better future.

Today in Europe, we have a chance to ad-
vance the cause of peace and stability more
vigorously and on a wider scale than ever be-
fore. | salute all governments, private organi-
zations, and individuals, including the Arme-
nians, who are working toward this end. |
hope that their efforts will make the world a
safer place, where innocent people no longer
suffer the unspeakable crimes of war and ter-
ror.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, this year marks
the 82d anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, an act of mass murder that took 1.5 mil-
lion Armenian lives and led to the exile of the
Armenian nation from its historic homeland.

It is of vital importance that we never forget
what happened to the Armenian people. In-
deed the only thing we can do for the victims
is to remember, and we forget at our own
peril.

The Armenian Genocide, which began 15
years after the start of the 20th century, was
the first act of genocide of this century, but it
was far from the last. The Armenian Genocide
was followed by the Holocaust, Stalin’s
purges, and other acts of mass murder around
the world.

Adolf Hitler himself said that the world’s in-
difference to the slaughter in Armenia indi-
cated that there would be no global outcry if
he undertook the mass murder of Jews and
others he considered less than human. And
he was right. It was only after the Holocaust
that the cry “never again” arose throughout
the world. But it was too late for millions of
victims. Too late for the 6 million Jews. Too
late for the 1.5 million Armenians.

Today we recall the Armenian Genocide
and we mourn its victims. We also pledge that
we shall do everything we can to protect the
Armenian nation against further aggression; in
the Republic of Armenia, in Nagorno-
Karabagh, or anywhere else.

Unfortunately, there are some who still think
it is acceptable to block the delivery of U.S.
humanitarian assistance around the world. De-
spite our success in including the Humani-
tarian Aid Corridor Act in the foreign oper-
ations appropriations bills for the last 2 years,
Azerbaijan has continued its blockade of Unit-
ed States humanitarian assistance to Armenia.

It is tragic that Azerbaijan’s tactics have de-
nied food and medicine to innocent men,
women, and children in Armenia, and created
thousands of refugees. The United States
must stand firm against any dealings with
Azerbaijan until it ends this immoral blockade.
We must make clear that warfare and block-
ades aimed at civilians are unacceptable as
means for resolving disputes.
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Mr. Speaker, after the Genocide, the Arme-
nian people wiped away their tears and cried
out, “Let us never forget. Let us always re-
member the atrocities that have taken the
lives of our parents and our children and our
neighbors.”

As the Armenian-American author William
Saroyan wrote, “Go ahead, destroy this race
* * * Send them from their homes into the
desert * * * Burn their homes and churches.
Then see if they will not laugh again, see if
they will not sing and pray again. For, when
two of them meet anywhere in the world, see
if they will not create a New Armenia.”

| rise today to remember those cries and to
make sure that they were not uttered in vain.
The Armenian nation lives. We must do every-
thing we can to ensure that it is never imper-
iled again.

Mr. FRANKS of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today with my colleagues to commemo-
rate the 82d anniversary of the Armenian
genocide.

April 24, 1915, marks the symbolic begin-
ning of the campaign to extinguish the Arme-
nian population in the Ottoman Empire. Over
the course of nine long years, 1,500,000 Ar-
menian men, women and children were de-
ported, forced into slave labor, tortured, or
exterminated. Another 500,000 had to flee
their homes, some coming here to the United
States. It is imperative, therefore, that we, as
the elected representatives of the people of
the United States, recognize and commemo-
rate the Genocide of the Armenian people.

Some today deny that the Armenian geno-
cide ever occurred. Not only is there a prepon-
derance of evidence to prove that it did, but
there are a number of survivors, and children
of survivors, who are living testaments to the
horrors of the past. Our own National Archives
holds more than 30,000 pages of documenta-
tion on this historic tragedy. With this over-
whelming evidence, we cannot continue to
allow the truth to be denied. Forgetting the
past not only deprives us of the lessons that
it has to teach, but it also shows a disrespect
for the people who had to live it.

It is also incumbent upon us, on the anni-
versary of the Armenian genocide, to speak
out about the messages of hate and bigotry
on the rise in this country. As we have learned
in this country and witnesses abroad several
times this century, hate must not be allowed to
grow unchecked. We must continue to de-
nounce messages of hate and bigotry and
promote tolerance within our communities.

Mr. Speaker, | think you for the opportunity
to remember this tragic episode in world his-
tory.

l\);lrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
as a proud member of the Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues, and the representa-
tive of a large and vibrant community of Arme-
nian-Americans, | rise today to join my col-
leagues in the sad commemoration of the Ar-
menian Genocide.

First, | would like to commend the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE] and
the gentleman from lllinois [Mr. PORTER], co-
chairs of the caucus, for all of their hard word
on this issue and other issues of human
rights.

April 24, 1997 marks the 82nd anniversary
of the beginning of the Armenian genocide. It
was on that day in 1915 that over 200 Arme-
nian religious, political, and intellectual leaders
were arrested and subsequently murdered in
central Turkey.
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This date marks the beginning of an orga-
nized campaign by the “Young Turk” govern-
ment to eliminate the Armenians from the
Ottoman Empire. Over the next 8 years, 1.5
million Armenians died at the hands of the
Turks, and a half million more were deported.

As the United States Ambassador to the
Ottoman Empire, Henry Morgenthau, Sr., has
written: “When the Turkish authorities gave
the orders for these deportations, they were
merely giving the death warrant to a whole
race. They understood this well and made no
particular attempt to conceal the fact.”

As a supporter of human rights, | am ap-
palled that the Turkish government is still re-
fusing to acknowledge what happened and in-
stead is attempting to rewrite history.

In a sense, even more dismaying than Tur-
key’s denial is the willingness of some officials
in our own government to join in rewriting the
history of the Armenian Genocide. It is impera-
tive that we do not let political agendas get in
the way of doing the right thing.

Mr. Speaker, the issues surrounding the Ar-
menian genocide should not go unresolved. |
call upon the United States Government to de-
mand complete accountability by the Turkish
Government for the Armenian Genocide of
1915-1923. To heal the wounds of the past,
the Turkish government must first recognize
the responsibility of its country’s leaders at
that time for this catastrophe.

Nothing we can do or say will bring those
who perished back to life, but we can imbue
their memories with everlasting meaning by
teaching the lessons of the Armenian geno-
cide to future generations.

The noted philosopher, George Santayana,
has taught us that “those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned to repeat it.” We
should heed this wise principle and do all we
can to ensure that the martyrdom of the Arme-
nian people is not forgotten.

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to join my
colleagues in this Special Order to commemo-
rate the anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Each year, | join Members of Congress
from both sides of the political spectrum, rep-
resenting areas from east coast to west coast
to take part in this Special Order. We join to-
gether in this annual commemoration to bring
awareness to a chapter in history so brutal
and violent, that 75 years later, the Turkish
Government still refuses to admit their involve-
ment.

Each year, as | rise to pay tribute to over
1.5 million Armenians who were killed in this
tragic event, | am amazed at how easily, and
how well, the news of the Armenian genocide
was squelched and then hidden. We all re-
member the now famous question posed by
Adolf Hitler at the beginning of World War Il—
he said “Who remembers the Armenians.”
Well, citizens of the world, this is just the prob-
lem. When tragedies of this magnitude take
place, it is our responsibility to ensure that the
story does not get forgotten. Let us teach our
children that we will not tolerate human trag-
edy of this nature. Instead, as our world grows
smaller every day, we must learn to live to-
gether in a global village. We must discover
and treasure the differences among peoples
around the world. We must promote tolerance
and understanding. Only then will we have
peace. When we remember the Armenian
genocide we send a strong message to our
global community that violence born of hatred
and fear is unacceptable.
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The world has the responsibility to see that
the crime of genocide does not go
unpunished. Genocide cannot be allowed to
be a policy of our international community. A
crime unpunished and unrepented is a crime
which can and will be repeated. Even today,
as | speak, the present Turkish Government is
enforcing a blockade of Armenia blocking
American humanitarian assistance from reach-
ing that country. This aid, supported by Con-
gress, is prevented from being transported to
Armenia by land. Such a violation of fun-
damental principles of humane conduct cannot
be allowed to continue.

There are still living survivors of the Arme-
nian genocide in my district, and the horror of
this ordeal is forever etched in their collective
memories. Every year survivors participate in
commemoration ceremonies in Boston, Lowell,
and other areas around the Merrimack Valley.
The commemoration offers an opportunity to
reach out to the public in hopes that the
media, the educated public, and citizens
around the world will not ignore—or will not
forget the tragedy suffered by the Armenians
at the hands of the Turkish empire.

| represent a large and active Armenian
community in my district. They are hard work-
ing and proud of their heritage. As Represent-
atives to the United States Congress, it is our
duty to commemorate the Armenian genocide
in the hope that future generations will never
allow such a callous disregard for human
rights to occur again.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | want to thank
our two cochairmen of the Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues, Congressman PORTER of lllinois
and Congressman PALLONE of New Jersey, for
arranging this Special Order today.

| also want to take this opportunity to extend
my best wishes to the Armenian-American
community on this important occasion.

The annual commemoration of the Arme-
nian genocide is indeed an occasion of sad
remembrance for Armenian-Americans.

Over the years | have had the privilege of
meeting and becoming friends with many Ar-
menian-Americans who have lost relatives and
friends in the tragic atrocities that began in
1915.

| can well understand their grief and deep-
seated feelings about this terrible event.

There are others who have suffered from
genocidal acts who know what it means to
lose such loved ones.

While we look back with sadness on the
events that took place more than 80 years
ago, we are reminded of how such atrocities
can come about—and reminded as well that
we must continue to try to prevent such trage-
dies in the future.

Mr. Speaker, once again, | want to thank my
colleagues for inviting me to join them in this
Special Order.

As we look to the future, let us wish the Ar-
menian people success and prosperity as they
continue to build their country’s independence
from communist domination—an independ-
ence won just a few years ago.

An independent Armenia is the best guaran-
tee that the terrible events that began 82
years ago will never be repeated.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
join my colleagues today in commemorating
the 82nd anniversary of the Armenian geno-
cide.

Eighty-two years ago, the rulers of the Otto-
man Empire made a decision to attempt to
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eliminate the Armenian people living under
their rule. Between 1915 and 1923, nearly 1.5
million Armenian people died and another
500,000 were deported.

The purpose of this special order is really a
dual one, and | thank the gentlemen from New
Jersey and lllinois for organizing it. First and
foremost, it is to show respect and remem-
brance to those Armenian people and their
families who suffered during those 8 ye