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Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I

rise in strong support of this amend-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, ASEAN has proven a
great example for developing countries
around the world. It was not that long
ago, in fact 30 years ago, when these
same countries which we laud today for
their 30th anniversary were the ulti-
mate in developing countries. They
were no different than the developing
countries in Africa and in Latin Amer-
ica and elsewhere.

Yet these countries, through a strong
support for the economic rights of
their people, at the very least the eco-
nomic rights of their people, have
shown that free enterprise and a re-
spect for property rights will indeed
bring a fountain of wealth and well-
being for the people of the societies
that so respect those rights.
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ASEAN as well, I might add, has been
a force for democracy, although the
Members of ASEAN, all of the Members
are not, of course, totally democratic.
But let us take a look at the fact that
the Philippines today has evolved from
a country that was in a dictatorship for
a number of decades, and now has a
strong and vibrant economic situation
where they are growing at 5 and 6 per-
cent a year, as well as a strong democ-
racy, along with Thailand whose de-
mocracy has been put to the maximum
stress, but yet has maintained a slow
but, yes, steady pace toward a more
open and democratic society. These
two countries serve as an example for
all of Southeast Asia and, yes, serve as
an example for all the countries in the
developing world.

Today, many countries in ASEAN,
especially Thailand, are going through,
but as well as the other countries of
ASEAN, are going through an eco-
nomic crisis, a crisis dealing with their
money system. They are learning a lot
through this crisis. We would like this
amendment today, our expression of
good will toward the countries of
ASEAN and congratulations, comes at
a unique moment for the United States
to let these countries know that we
consider them our friends, we consider
them our partners, we consider them to
be people who in the future will have
even stronger and closer ties to the
United States of America.

So I rise in strong support and ask
my colleagues to join me in support of
this proposal and this amendment.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from California
for his timely and cogent remarks. I
urge support for House Resolution 282.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York [Mr.
GILMAN] that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution,
H.Res. 282.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)

the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

SHOWING COMMITMENT OF AMER-
ICAN PEOPLE IN SUPPORT OF
DEMOCRACY AND RELIGIOUS
AND ECONOMIC FREEDOM FOR
PEOPLE OF SOCIALIST REPUBLIC
OF VIETNAM

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 231) urging the
President to make clear to the Govern-
ment of the Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam the commitment of the American
people in support of democracy and re-
ligious and economic freedom for the
people of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 231

Whereas the Department of State Country
Reports on Human Rights Practices for 1996
notes that the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam ‘‘denied citizens the
right to change their government and sig-
nificantly restricted freedom of speech, the
press, assembly, association, privacy, and re-
ligion’’;

Whereas, since May 1997, non-violent dem-
onstrations against corruption and abuse of
power at the local level have occurred in
Thai Binh Province and perhaps in Thanh
Hoa, Hung Yen, Nghe An, and Bien Hoa prov-
inces as well;

Whereas the criminal law of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam is used to punish indi-
viduals who are critical of the government,
and on April 14, 1997, an administrative de-
cree was signed into law granting enhanced
judicial powers to the security forces to
place under house arrest or subject to reedu-
cation camps, for up to two years, any civil-
ians expected of ‘‘endangering national secu-
rity’’;

Whereas the leaders of the Socialist Repub-
lic of Vietnam are seeking to expand trade
relations with the United States;

Whereas there is widespread discontent
within the foreign business community in
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, with
some companies pulling out entirely, others
freezing new investments, and nearly all
complaining about endemic corruption, in-
transigent bureaucracy, and a lack of clear
commitment to legitimate economic reform;

Whereas, in August 1997, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) reported
that child labor exploitation is on the rise in
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam with tens
of thousands of children under 15 years of
age being exploited for labor; and

Whereas it is in the interest of the United
States to promote political and economic
freedom throughout the world: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) urges the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam to release immediately
and unconditionally all political prisoners,
including Dr. Nguyen Dan Que, Prof. Doan
Viet Hoat, Venerable Thich Quang Do, Rev-
erend Pham Minh Tri, and evangelist To
Dinh Trung, with full restoration of their
civil and human rights;

(2) requests the President to make clear to
the leadership of the Government of the So-
cialist Republic of Vietnam—

(A) the firm commitment of the American
people to political and religious and eco-

nomic freedom for the people of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam; and

(B) the United States fully expects equal
protection under the law to all Vietnamese,
regardless of religious belief, political philos-
ophy, or previous association; and

(3) urges the Government of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam—

(A) to permit all political organizations in
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam to func-
tion without intimidation or harassment;
and

(B) to announce a framework and time-
table for free and fair elections that will
allow the Vietnamese people to peacefully
choose their local and national leaders.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California [Mr. ROHRABACHER] and the
gentleman from Florida [Mr. HASTINGS]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California [Mr. ROHRABACHER].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.Res. 231.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may
consume.

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker,
this past Tuesday, on our Veterans
Day, Vietnamese Communist Party of-
ficials in Hanoi confirmed that in the
southern province of Dong Nai, 40 miles
from Saigon, several thousand people
have been involved with clashes, in
clashes, with police. Hundreds of
women and children have been dem-
onstrating for freedom and human
rights outside of government offices,
despite a heavily armed police presence
in the area.

By all accounts, including a report
by the Human Rights Watch organiza-
tion, the clashes started when the
Communist Government intensified re-
pression against the Catholic Church
and the popular bishop of the Xuan Loc
Diocese. In addition, land owned by the
church has been confiscated and sold
by corrupt Communist Party officials.

Demonstrations against the corrupt
Communist regime have also been oc-
curring in other areas of the country.
In north Vietnam, beginning in May of
this year, ongoing demonstrations in
the Thai Binh Province and a number
of other historic Communist Party
strongholds show growing public dis-
satisfaction with the rampant corrup-
tion of that country and the lack of
freedom of the Vietnamese people.

Recently, new directives and procla-
mations by the Communist Politburo
have tightened State control of all
other forms of media and have re-
stricted access to foreign journalists
and their translators. The Human
Rights Watch/Asia report states, while
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the Vietnamese Government pursues
an open door in terms of their eco-
nomic policy and continues to woo for-
eign investments, domestically it is
strengthening Communist Party con-
trol, repressing dissent, and stifling
any development of a civil society.

This resolution urges the President
to ‘‘make clear to the Government of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam the
commitment of the American people in
support of democracy and religious and
economic freedom for the people of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam.’’

This resolution calls attention to the
proliferation of human rights viola-
tions and new policies by the Com-
munist regime that prohibit the 70 mil-
lion people of Vietnam from achieving
a democratic government through free
and fair elections. It expresses the
strong support of the House of Rep-
resentatives in support of the rights of
all Vietnamese, as well as for the re-
lease of all religious and political pris-
oners.

The resolution requests the release
from detention of Robert F. Kennedy
Human Rights Award recipients Dr.
Win Dan Kway and Prof. Dwon Viet
Hwat, as well as other senior religious
leaders who have been imprisoned by
the regime.

My resolution also calls attention to
the difficulties that American business
people are experiencing in Vietnam,
caused by epidemic corruption, and
that is exactly what we must expect in
a one-party State, as well as the in-
transigent bureaucracy and the ab-
sence of enforceable business law. Of
course they are going to have corrup-
tion in that situation.

It is especially important at a time
when Vietnamese leaders are seeking
expanded trade relations with the Unit-
ed States that the President and the
Congress make clear that, just as our
stock market made a strong rebound in
recent days from that downturn we ex-
perienced, that the foundation of a
strong, resilient economy is an open
and democratic society.

It was not too long ago, Mr. Speaker,
that people all over Asia were saying
the next big jump in productivity, the
next tiger in Southeast Asia, is going
to be Vietnam. Now when you go to
Southeast Asia and throughout the
world and you ask people about Viet-
nam, they say it is never going to
work, it never materialized, and it was
a big nothing.

Why is this? Why that happened is
because there is a relationship, I repeat
again there is a relationship, between
freedom and peace and between free-
dom, peace and prosperity.

In Vietnam, there was no freedom
and there is no freedom. Thus, the
prosperity that is desired by the peo-
ple, and perhaps even by the Com-
munist Party bosses themselves, is
unobtainable. They cannot obtain pros-
perity as long as there is a lack of free-
dom, because without freedom of the
press or an opposition party, corrup-
tion will run rampant.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to
the gentleman from California [Mr.
ROYCE].

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to express my support for this res-
olution for which I am an original co-
sponsor. I would like to commend the
work of my colleague, the gentleman
from California [Mr. ROHRABACHER], on
this resolution. This resolution has
been well crafted by the Subcommittee
on Asia and the Pacific, and we com-
mend its chairman, the gentleman
from Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER], with us
today, and basically this resolution en-
joys the strong support of the Commit-
tee on International Relations.

It asks the administration to put
pressure on Vietnam to improve its
human rights record and move toward
greater democracy. This is needed be-
cause while the Vietnamese Govern-
ment has undertaken some economic
reforms over the last few years, unfor-
tunately it has not matched that
record with political and human rights
reforms.

As my colleagues have noted, too
many Vietnamese suffer from political
and religious persecution. Faced with
that, the United States needs to take a
stand. This is an important and timely
resolution. It is all the more critical
we keep the focus on human rights as
the administration has seen fit to im-
prove relations with Hanoi.

I believe this resolution reflects the
democratic aspirations that the Viet-
namese people have. It is a worthy res-
olution that deserves the support of
this body.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. HAMILTON and those
of us on the Democratic side support
this resolution, and I certainly do, and
I commend my distinguished colleague
and friend from California [Mr.
ROHRABACHER] who is its principal au-
thor. This resolution restates our com-
mitment to political, religious and eco-
nomic freedom in Vietnam. It urges the
Government of Vietnam to announce a
framework and timetable for free and
fair elections. It places the Congress of
the United States squarely in support
of political pluralism and personal
freedom for the Vietnamese people.

I urge my colleagues to show their
support for these worthy aspirations by
voting for this resolution.

I will take a moment of personal pa-
rochial privilege to say that when this
resolution is passed, and when the posi-
tion of Congress and the executive
branch of government are made known,
much of the message will be carried by
a former colleague of ours, Pete Peter-
son, who is from Florida, who not only
understands the dynamics of being a
prisoner, not only political, but a pris-
oner of war, and as Ambassador to
Vietnam, I am certainly glad Pete is
going to be there to help state our posi-
tion.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. I yield to
the gentleman from Nebraska.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman is understandably proud of
the past performance and the current
performance of our former colleague,
the gentleman from Florida, Mr. Peter-
son, as our Ambassador, and I under-
stand the Floridian pride in him, but I
would like to also mention he received
his elementary and high school edu-
cation in Omaha, Nebraska.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California [Mr. CUNNINGHAM], a hero of
the Vietnam War and a hero of mine, I
might add.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I
would make one correction: There is no
such word as ‘‘hero.’’ You do what you
have to do, and try to survive.

I rise in support of this resolution.
One of the most victorious things I
think that has ever happened to me is
we sponsor an art contest, like many of
the Members. A young lady named Foo
Lee, a Vietnamese refugee, won that
contest. I found out that her mom had
actually had to stay back while the
whole family escaped in the boat, in a
rickety old boat, which the picture was
about. If you could see the picture, you
would actually have tears in your eyes.
You could see the pain in that family.

It took us 2 years to get Foo Lee’s
mom out of a reeducation camp in
Vietnam. She stayed behind, knowing
that if the rest of the family was
caught, they would be put into this re-
education camp, and not many people
survive.

After 2 years, on Christmas Eve, Foo
Lee’s mom came into San Diego. That
is the kind of treatment that you can
expect in Vietnam.

I commend Pete Peterson, who asked
me to come over just a couple months
ago and raise the American flag over
Ho Chi Minh City for the first time in
many years, in about 25 years. Pete and
I and a delegation did so with Hal Rog-
ers.

I want to tell you something. They
are moving forward. As a matter of
fact, I told the President of the Phil-
ippines this, that they are studying
English. You see people on bicycles,
carrying computers, they are studying
economics, and they are going to move.
Yet they are still repressed. It is still a
Communist regime.

For example, there are over 39 Amer-
icans in prison there. Our State De-
partment cannot even be present while
they are convicted and going through
court. I don’t know how many of you
recently saw Richard Gere in the cur-
rent movie in China. That is the type
of environment that they still have.

So this resolution is very, very im-
portant, I think, to send a clear mes-
sage. We must engage, just like we do
with China and Russia, but we need to
send a loud and clear message.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
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Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER], and thank
the gentleman from California [Mr.
CUNNINGHAM], who still remains my
hero.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I do
rise in strong support of H. Res. 231. I
will be brief. I want to congratulate
the gentleman from California [Mr.
ROHRABACHER] for his exceptional and
dogged pursuit of human rights and
economic freedom in Vietnam, and I
am pleased to help expedite his resolu-
tion here.

The resolution correctly notes that
several provinces in Vietnam have ex-
perienced anticorruption protests in re-
cent months, a phenomenon that is
quite remarkable for Vietnam. This
Member would suggest that these pro-
tests should be considered to be a good
sign by Americans, for it is clear that
a great many Vietnamese people have
had enough of corrupt local bureau-
crats siphoning off the wealth of the
nation.

This Member has also been informed
that the protests have been sufficient
to force the national government to
deal with some of those corrupt offi-
cials. Certainly it will make it easier
for U.S. businessmen to operate in
Vietnam, and that is important, for
this Member has heard several reports
of numerous horror stories from U.S.
business leaders about corruption in
that country.

The resolution of the gentleman from
California [Mr. ROHRABACHER] rightly
reaffirms U.S. support for political, re-
ligious and economic freedom in Viet-
nam and calls upon the government to
permit free and fair elections where
competing political parties are allowed
to participate. These are basic free-
doms that we can all support and we do
support.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of H.
Res. 231.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself 1 minute, just to summa-
rize what this is all about.

I think if someone was paying atten-
tion to the last several resolutions that
have come to the floor, one will note
that there is a relationship between
them, and that is, since the end of the
cold war and during the cold war, our
country had its divisions and they re-
flected themselves within the political
battles that were going on throughout
our country during the elections, var-
ious elections that took place. But
since the end of the cold war, there has
been a unanimity of opinion in the
United States and a coming together of
both conservatives and liberals, of Re-
publican and Democrat, behind those
traditional values that our Founding
Fathers wanted to be the basis of our
decisionmaking.

We are supposed to be on the side of
the good guys. I mean, it is as simple
as that. We should be on the side of the
good guys. We should be on the side of
the oppressed and those people who
want more freedom and democracy and
to treat people honestly and decently,
and against the tyrants and the thugs
of this world.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution goes to
the heart of that. Whether it is Saddam
Hussein or the dictatorship in Viet-
nam, we are on the side of democracy
and human rights.

I would ask my colleagues to join me
in support of this resolution.

Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
voice my strong support for House Resolution
231, the sense of Congress regarding Viet-
nam, which urges the President to make clear
to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam that we
are committed to economic, religious, and po-
litical freedom for the people of Vietnam. As
you know, the United States continues to open
diplomatic relations with Vietnam. Because of
the growing relationship the United States has
with Vietnam, we must be concerned with its
poor human rights record.

May 9, 1997 was the third anniversary of
Vietnam Human Rights Day here in the United
States. However, current human rights’ condi-
tions in Vietnam are poor. For example, reli-
gious leaders and political dissidents are still
being arrested and jailed. Dr. Doan Viet Hoat
and Dr. Nguyen Dan Que are two, among
many political prisoners with serious medical
conditions who are held in harsh conditions
with little, if any, access to medical care.

Despite prohibitions on physical abuse,
there is evidence that security officials beat
detainees as well as use threats and other
psychological coercion to elicit false confes-
sions. The Vietnamese Government denies
citizens the right to change their government
and significantly restricts freedom of speech,
the press, assembly, association, privacy, and
religion. Vietnamese citizens are generally
prohibited from contacting international human
rights organizations.

Vietnam is currently negotiating a trade
agreement with our Government to seek MFN
status and privileges associated with Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation [OPIC].
In January 1997, the United States and Viet-
nam agreed on implementing the resettlement
opportunity for Vietnamese returnees program
allowing the United States to interview some
of the Vietnamese returned from camps in
Southeast Asia. However, this is not enough.

Child labor and human rights abuses are on
the rise as well as the suppression of freedom
of thought, speech, religion, press, and as-
sembly. The Vietnamese-American community
in my congressional district supports House
Resolution 231. We believe that fair and open
democratic elections, equal protection of all Vi-
etnamese citizens, and the release of all politi-
cal prisoners are basic and necessary steps
beyond normalization.

Since this resolution is crucial to these ob-
jectives, I urge all of my colleagues to support
House Resolution 231.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
Mr. ROHRABACHER for introducing this resolu-
tion urging the President to make it clear to
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam that America
is committed to democracy, economic and reli-
gious freedom for the people of Vietnam.

Freedom is not bound by history or geog-
raphy. Just as our forefathers said, people
have certain inalienable rights. Democracy
and basic civil liberties are not eastern or
western—they are universal.

Regrettably, today, the people of Vietnam
are not afforded these basic liberties. This Na-
tion has a moral imperative to foster freedom
and democracy and oppose tyranny wherever
it appears—this legislation expresses that sen-
timent.

I support this resolution and call upon my
colleagues to do so as well.

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SNOWBARGER). All time has expired.

The question is on the motion offered
by the gentleman from California [Mr.
ROHRABACHER] that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
House Resolution 231, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

EXPRESSING SENSE OF CONGRESS
REGARDING MONGOLIA

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 172)
expressing the sense of Congress in sup-
port of efforts to foster friendship and
cooperation between the United States
and Mongolia, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 172

Whereas in 1990, Mongolia renounced the
Communist form of government and peace-
fully adopted a series of changes that linked
economic development with democratic po-
litical reforms;

Whereas the Mongolian people have held 2
presidential elections and 3 parliamentary
elections since 1990, all featuring vigorous
campaigns by candidates from multiple po-
litical parties;

Whereas these elections have been free
from violence, voter intimidation, and ballot
irregularities, and the peaceful transfer of
power from one Mongolian government to
another has been successfully completed,
demonstrating Mongolia’s commitment to
peace, stability, and the rule of law;

Whereas every Mongolian government
since the end of communism has dedicated
itself to promoting and protecting individual
freedoms, the rule of law, respect for human
rights, freedom of the press, and the prin-
ciple of self-government, demonstrating that
Mongolia is consolidating democratic gains
and moving to institutionalize democratic
processes;

Whereas Mongolia stands apart as one of
the few countries in Asia that is truly a fully
functioning democracy; its efforts to pro-
mote economic development through free
market economic policies, while also pro-
moting human rights and individual lib-
erties, building democratic institutions, and
protecting the environment, serve as a bea-
con to freethinking people throughout the
region and the world;

Whereas Mongolia’s commitment to de-
mocracy makes it a critical element in ef-
forts to foster and maintain regional stabil-
ity throughout central Asia;


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-22T12:10:11-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




