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Ridgewood, where she serves as a member of
the Board of Trustees; the College Club; the
American Red Cross; and Valley Hospital,
where she has volunteered with distinction for
25 years and is a patient representative. She
and Frank raised three children in Ridgewood.

It has been with the support and generosity
of caring citizens like Janet that the associa-
tion has thrived and admirably served those in
need. It is thanks to the longstanding commit-
ment of volunteers like Fannie and Janet and
all the other women who have worked with the
Social Service Association that the association
has established the outstanding, noble reputa-
tion it enjoys throughout the State of New Jer-
sey.

Many people speak of helping others but
few back up their words with deeds. The
members of the Social Service Association are
among those few. When a family has needed
a meal, they were there. When a child needed
clothing, they were there. When a handi-
capped person needed a wheelchair, they
were there. There are many stories I could
tell, many superlatives I could apply and many
platitudes I could offer. In plain language,
when someone needs help, the Social Secu-
rity Association is there.

The women of the association are selfless,
dedicated individuals who have tremendous
compassion for their fellow human beings.
They are examples for us all.

I also have a few words of personal testi-
mony of what Janet has meant to me. She
was always there whenever I needed her. In
my early days of running for office, when no-
body thought that housewife from Ridgewood
could ever be elected, she was there. This
housewife from Ridgewood would never have
become a Congresswoman serving our Nation
had it not been for her loyalty and generous
support.

And America—now, as we face the millen-
nium—is looking back to restore those values
and qualities that built our great Nation. As we
face a new world of technological change, a
global economy, and the challenges of cultural
change we must retain our commitment to the
enduring values of our 200 years of history.

The tradition of neighbor helping neighbor—
holding out a helping hand, generosity in do-
nating financial resources, willingness to help
those who cannot help themselves—is kept
alive because of people like the women of the
Social Service Association of Ridgewood.

Those are the sterling qualities we celebrate
today. Those are what Janet and her grand-
mother have given to our community. For that
we praise her.

She is a role model for the future.
Janet said at this month’s award ceremony

that she was certain her grandmother was
smiling down from above. Today, as I write
this, I am certain that Fannie Allen and many
others of her generation are looking with favor
upon Janet Conklin Kireker and the many oth-
ers who have carried on in their tradition.
f

UNITED STATES MUST SUPPORT
HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM
FOR SIKHS OF KHALISTAN
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Wednesday, April 9, 1997
Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, I was alarmed to

read of the death of Kashmir Singh, the Pub-

licity Secretary of the Akali Dal, Amritsar, for
the district of Hoshiarpur. This incident has,
once again, raised serious questions about the
Indian Government’s policies on political dis-
sent.

According to media reports, Kashmir Singh
and his father were taken from their home by
Indian police at about 1:30 a.m. on March 15.
Kashmir Singh died in police custody.

Although the police declared the incident an
‘‘encounter,’’ there is a long history of such
extrajudicial killing in India’s campaign of op-
pression against the Sikhs and other minori-
ties in South Asia.

Even the pro-Government Indian Express
called Singh’s death ‘‘a cold-blooded killing.’’
Unfortunately the death of Kashmir Singh was
not an isolated incident. There is an estab-
lished pattern of repression in India. Countless
political critics of the regime have been un-
fairly imprisoned, tortured, or disappeared.

The United States must support human
rights and democracy throughout the world.
Our Nation is a beacon of hope for people
seeking self-determination and freedom. The
people of Khalistan deserve that support.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, we
are about to enter into another round of de-
bate on legislation to weaken one of our most
popular environmental laws. Why? Because a
foreign government demands it, and has
threatened to kill thousands of dolphins if we
don’t.

During the last Congress, a small number of
environmental groups secretly negotiated an
agreement with Mexico and other Latin Amer-
ican nations to change the United States law
assuring our children that the tuna they eat in
their school lunches wasn’t caught at the ex-
pense of dolphins. That deal was then pre-
sented to the Congress as take it or leave it,
no amendments allowed—because Mexico
wanted it that way, because Mexico has
charged that we are flouting the rules of inter-
national free trade.

Is this where free trade principles have
brought us? To a demand that we either open
our markets to Mexican tuna or they’ll slaugh-
ter even more dolphins?

There has to be a better way. And there is.
Today I am introducing the Dolphin-Safe

Fishing Act, alternative legislation that would
reward fishermen of other nations who choose
not to kill dolphins by allowing their tuna to be
sold in the United States under the famous
‘‘Dolphin Safe’’ label. Unlike other legislation
on this issue, my bill would resolve the current
trade dispute with Mexico without weakening
United States laws.

The Dolphin-Safe Fishing Act would allow
tuna to be sold in the United States by nations
whose fishing fleets continue to reduce dol-
phin deaths beyond last year’s mortality level
of just over 2,700 animals. By contrast, other
legislation promoted by foreign tuna interests
would authorize the deaths of more than 5,000
dolphins next year.

Countries who wish to sell their tuna in our
market would have to be certified by the Sec-

retary of Commerce as not being involved in
the transport of illegal drugs. The need for this
provision has been established in recent arti-
cles in the Latin American and United States
press and in testimony before Congress.

For example: At least 275 tons of cocaine
transit the eastern tropical Pacific Ocean every
year.

In July 1995, a Panamanian tuna vessel
was caught off the coast of Peru with more
than 12 tons of cocaine. This vessel was reg-
istered to a fishing company, Pesquera
Azteca, owned by Colombian Cali Cartel drug
trafficker Jose Castrillon Henao.

In August 1996, a Honduran-registered fish-
ing ship crewed by Colombians and
Ecuadoreans was seized off the Colombian
coast with 2 tons of cocaine

In January 1997, a Mexican fishing vessel
was intercepted off Mexico’s Pacific coast car-
rying 3.5 tons of cocaine.

In September 1996, Manuel Rodriguez
Lopez, owner of Grupo Pesquero Rodriguez,
which includes tuna companies in Baja Califor-
nia, Mexico, was placed under house arrest
on charges of money laundering. Among the
assets confiscated during his arrest were six
tuna fishing vessels. Rodriguez also owns four
other fishing companies believed to be in-
volved in drug trafficking and money launder-
ing.

Given the recent vote of this body on decer-
tification of Mexico as a partner in the war
against drugs, and the ongoing press articles
across the country about the ways in which
free trade actually contributes to the sale of il-
legal drugs in the United States, we cannot
allow legislation to pass this body that would
further feed the Mexican drug trade.

The Dolphin-Safe Fishing Act also strength-
ens the meaning of the dolphin-safe label by
ensuring that no tuna caught by chasing, net-
ting, killing, or seriously injuring marine mam-
mals can be called ‘‘dolphin safe’’. H.R. 408,
by contrast, would allow dolphins to be chased
and netted without limits—a practice prohibited
by the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the
Endangered Species Act—and permit that
tuna to be deceptively labelled ‘‘safe’’ for dol-
phins.

The Dolphin-Safe Fishing Act specifically
addresses by-catch problems in the tuna fish-
ery by requiring that all threatened and endan-
gered species, such as sea turtles, be re-
leased alive, and requires fishing nations to
adopt a by-catch reduction program to reduce
the harvest of nontarget species.

Finally, the bill expresses the Sense of the
Congress that each nation participating in the
tuna fishery should contribute an equitable
amount to the expenses of the Commission
that overseas this fishery. Currently, the Unit-
ed States pays more than 90 percent of the
expenses, although the United States has the
smallest eastern Pacific tuna fishing fleet. The
United States also houses the Commission,
rent-free, in a waterfront property in La Jolla,
CA, which would generate approximately
$500,000 annually for the Treasury.

The Dolphin-Safe Fishing Act is supported
by a coalition of more than 80 environmental
consumer protection, and labor organizations,
including the Sierra Club, Defenders of Wild-
life, Public Citizen, the National Consumers
League, Humane Society of the United States,
the National Family Farm Coalition, the Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters, the Oil
Chemical and Atomic Workers International,
and Clean Water Action.
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The Dolphin-Safe Fishing Act is the respon-

sible way to respond to concerns about the
tuna trade, and I urge my colleagues to get
the facts before they support any other legisla-
tion.
f
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to commend Mr. Richard Burstein, an out-
standing citizen. On June 1, 1997, Richard will
be named the Valley Beth Shalom in Encino,
CA.

Richard, who lives in the San Fernando Val-
ley with his wife, Irene, and their two sons, re-
ceived his undergraduate degree at the Uni-
versity of California at Los Angeles where he
graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in
Political Science in June 1970, awarded
magna cum laude. After graduating college,
Richard enrolled in the University of California
at Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of Law, grad-
uating with a juris doctor degree in June 1973.
During 1972–73, Richard served on the Moot
Court Board.

Richard has been a practicing attorney in
California for 24 years. Richard specializes in
general civil litigation, commercial real estate,
business, tort contract, and corporate matters.
His practice includes matters in both State and
Federal court and also issues of attorney con-
duct. He is a member of the California State
Bar where he has served as a judge pro tem
in the Hearing Department of the State Bar
Court.

Not only has Richard excelled in his profes-
sional life, but he has been a great community
leader as well, enhancing the lives of his fel-
low citizens in the community. He has devoted
countless hours of service at his synagogue,
Valley Beth Shalom, where he served as
president from July 1994 through June 1996.
During his presidency, with his collegial style
he found solutions to difficult problems as he
coordinated the Temple’s successful efforts to
complete the repairs caused by the devastat-
ing January 17, 1994 Northridge earthquake.
He worked to insure that the earthquake re-
pairs and events at the Temple were con-
ducted in a way that was sensitive to the
needs and concerns of the Temple’s neigh-
bors and the conditions established by the city
of Los Angeles.

He previously served as President of the
Valley Beth Shalom Day School for 3 years,
and as Temple vice president of Administra-
tion and Education. As the immediate past
president, Richard serves on the executive
committee and the board of directors of Valley
Beth Shalom. Richard’s emphasis on the
needs of our community has had a great im-
pact on all our lives; his values and ethics
have set an example for others to follow—that
is why it is with great pleasure and esteem
that I stand here today to pay tribute to a
great citizen of our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other es-
teemed colleagues to join me in congratulating
Richard on being honored as Valley Beth
Shalom’s Man of the Year. His wife, his chil-
dren, and his community can be proud of

Richard’s accomplishments. His unselfish
dedication will be marked forever in our his-
tory.
f
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TION: A TIME TO SPEAK OUT
FOR FREEDOM
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

take this opportunity to wish our Sikh friends
a happy Vaisakhi Day. This day commemo-
rates the anniversary of the founding of the
Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh in 1699. It is an
extremely important day in the Sikh calendar.

In 1999, only 2 years from now, the Sikh
Nation will celebrate its 300th anniversary.
This will be a major celebration for the Sikh
Nation and its friends. However, it will be di-
minished if the Sikhs continue to live under
the kind of brutal tyranny and repression
where human rights violations are committed
by the occupying Indian forces.

A recent example on March 15, 1997, in-
volved the abduction and murder of Kashmir
Singh, an official of the Akali Dal or Amritsar.
Kashmir Singh was picked up by the police in
the middle of the night by the police and mur-
dered. His lifeless body was then dumped at
the district hospital. On September 6, 1995,
the police kidnapped human rights activist
Jaswant Singh Khalra, who had published a
report exposing their policy of mass crema-
tions. Last year it was reported that the police
picked up and murdered a 3-year-old Sikh
boy, his father, and his uncle, who were all
suspected terrorists. Quite frankly, it is difficult
for me to believe that a 3-year-old boy could
be a terrorist. The regime has also detained
and harassed Ram Narayan Kumar, a Hindu
human rights activist who produced the video,
‘‘Disappearances in Punjab,’’ which was pro-
vided to me last year by the Council of
Khalistan. The list goes on and on.

All told, it is estimated that over a quarter of
a million Sikhs have been persecuted for
speaking out for what they believe in. In Amer-
ica, we call it free speech. In India, they clear-
ly do not.

These are just a few examples of human
rights violations committed by India. We must
continue to press India to respect basic
human rights. If India does not comply, then
the United States should stop sending them
millions of dollars in foreign aid. It is time to
take action to end this injustice. Then we can
join our Khalistani friends in celebrating their
300th anniversary.

I hope my colleagues will take a few min-
utes to review the following article on the mur-
der of Kashmir Singh.

[From the Indian Express, Mar. 17, 1997]
A COLD-BLOODED KILLING?

(By Atul Sangar)
HOSHIARPUR, March 16.—Widespread re-

sentment prevails amongst the residents of
Pandori Rukmana village, located about 10
km from Hoshiarpur on the Hoshiarpiur-
Jalandhar road, and several other villages,
over the killing of 26-year-old Kashmira
Singh, allegedly by a Tarn Taran police
party on Friday night.

The body was cremated today after a post-
mortem examination which showed wounds
on the neck and knee caps.

Such was the anger of the people that the
day the incident took place, villagers from
the area collected in large numbers at
Prabhat Chowk, in Hoshiarpur, demanding
registration of a case by the police. However,
after about six hours of dharna and blocking
of traffic, it was only when Punjab minister
Sarup Singh got caught in the traffic jam
and was later gheraoed by the villagers, that
the case was registered, said Professor
Gurpal Singh, uncle of Kashmira Singh.

A gloomy atmosphere prevailed in the vil-
lage when this reporter visited the family of
Kashmira Singh. His father Jeet Singh said
tearfully, ‘‘we were sleeping inside when sud-
denly 10 to 12 persons, some in plain-clothes
and others in uniform, caught hold of me by
the throat. On hearing my shrieks, my son
also came to my room. We were told by po-
lice and others to keep quiet and were appre-
hensive that these persons may be bad ele-
ments. They tried to grab and drag us out of
the house. Two or three rounds were fired
during this scuffle and we were bundled into
a four-wheeler with a blanket over our
faces.’’

Jeet Singh, a farmer and junior employee
of a semi-government undertaking, said that
his son was farming and had studied up to
BSC–I. He said that after being ‘‘kidnapped’’
they were made to travel for about 20 min-
utes and he was pushed out of the vehicle
near a sheller at Kanani-Wala village where
he asked for water from the sheller attend-
ant. Barefoot, he later started walking back
and took a lift from a taxi and reached the
village.

Meanwhile, at the village, the ladies, in-
cluding Kashmira’s wife Harpreet Kaur,
raised a hue and cry and the sarpanch,
lambardar and others gathered.

According to the members of Kashmira’s
family, the duo were taken away around 12.30
or 1 a.m. and Jeet Singh returned around 3 or
4 p.m.

Jeet Singh’s house is partially constructed
and wood work is incomplete in several
rooms. He left behind an eight-month old
child.

Later, the villagers approached the police
and rang them up from the panchayat tele-
phone but persons turned up from the
Nasrala Chowki only.

Lambardar Ajeet Singh said that Kashmira
was wrongly being defamed as having terror-
ist links. Others told The Indian Express
that Kashmira was an activist and
pracharak of Akali Dal (Mann).

Mann also visited the village today.
Sympathising with the villagers, he is re-
ported to have said that the Badal govern-
ment was going the way of previous govern-
ments.

A couple of empty cartridges were recov-
ered from the courtyard of the house today.

On the other hand, the Hoshiarpur police
and their counterparts in Tarn Taran have
contended that Kashmira had terrorist links
and was killed in an encounter with the po-
lice.

Shera, a resident of a neighbouring village,
said, ‘‘we never expected this kind of treat-
ment from the Badal government and the po-
lice.

But it seems nothing has changed.
Many in the area expressed frustration

over the state of affairs.’’
The SSP of Hoshiarpur was not available

for comments despite several attempts to
contact him.

Chandigarii: Director General of Punjab
Police P.C. Dogra has defended the police ac-
tion resulting in the death of Kashmir Singh.

The latter, he said, was not only wanted by
the police but had also made a murderous as-
sault on the police party carrying him.

While one SPO and witnesses had been se-
riously injured by him with a sword, the po-
lice, he claimed, had acted in self-defence.
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