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TRIBUTE TO MING PAO DAILY

NEWS

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to pay tribute to the Ming Pao
Daily News, an esteemed newspaper serving
the Chinese communities in Hong Kong and
Canada. Today they celebrate the debut of
their New York edition, the first Ming Pao pub-
lication in the United States.

The Ming Pao Daily News began publication
in Hong Kong in 1959 and is now the third
largest newspaper in Hong Kong in terms of
advertising revenue and circulation. Highly re-
garded for its editorial integrity, Ming Pao has
received many awards. In 1995, for the fourth
consecutive year, the paper won 7 out of 10
annual awards presented by the Newspaper
Society of Hong Kong. In 1996, according to
a Hong Kong Chinese university survey, Ming
Pao was ranked No. 1 in reader confidence
and authoritativeness.

The Ming Pao Daily News currently pub-
lishes two Canadian papers which play an in-
tegral role in helping the Canadian Chinese
communities acculturate to their new societies.

In these editions, Ming Pao has placed
great emphasis on reporting Canadian news,
local lifestyle, political and social events, and
sports and entertainment. In New York, Ming
Pao is determined to provide the Chinese
speaking population with informative local, na-
tional and international news.

Ming Pao intends to continue its service to
the Chinese speaking populations in the Unit-
ed States when it expands its publication to in-
clude San Francisco and Los Angeles in the
near future.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor the Ming
Pao Daily News, a paper which takes great
pride in its service to the North American Chi-
nese population. I ask my colleagues to join
me today in this well-deserved tribute to the
Ming Pao Daily News as they launch their first
edition in the United States. I wish them the
greatest success.
f

HISPANICS HONORED FOR THEIR
NOTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TO
NORTHWEST INDIANA

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
April 12, 1997, numerous outstanding His-
panics from Indiana’s First Congressional Dis-
trict will be honored for their notable contribu-
tions to northwest Indiana. Student recognition
certificates, a President’s Award, a Cesar
Chavez Community Service Award, and an
Outstanding Family Award will be presented
by the Northwest Indiana Hispanic Coordinat-
ing Council during a banquet held at the
American Legion Post No. 369 in East Chi-
cago, IN.

Hispanic students representing northwest In-
diana and northeast Illinois high schools will
be recognized for academic and athletic
achievement. The students who will receive

awards for outstanding academic achievement
include: Christina Sanchez and Neil Sharp,
Andrean High School; Christine Mendoza, Cal-
umet High School; Christine Siordia,
Chesterton High School; Heather Vela, Donald
E. Gavit High School; Sandra Martinez, East
Chicago Central High School; Michael Soto,
George Rogers Clark High School; Deanna
Westerfield, Griffith High School; Diana
Nevarez, Hammond High School; Christopher
Calderon, Highland High School; Eric Chavez,
Lake Central High School; Michelle Perez,
Merrillville High School; Bethany Diaz, Morton
High School; Jeanette Hernandez, Portage
High School; Jesse Cisneros, River Forest
High School; Elisa Maria Paramo, TF South
High School; Kristina Vega, Thomas A. Edison
Junior/Senior High School; Mike Cortez,
Thornton Fractional North High School;
Meghan Dougherty, Valparaiso High School;
Antoinette Cardenas, West Side High School;
Heather Trojnar, Whiting High School; and
Jesse Flores, William A. Wirt High School.

Students who will recieve awards for out-
standing athletic achievement include: Nick
Botts, Calumet High School; Brian Osan,
Chesterton High School; Marco Lecea, Donald
E. Gavit High School; Joel Rodriguez, East
Chicago Central High School; Francisco
Rodriguez, George Rogers Clark High School;
Daniel Guerrero, Griffith High School; Chris-
topher Moore, Hammond High School; Tony
Elder, Highland High School; Vincent Sess,
Lake Central High School; Jessica Vargas,
Merrillville High School; Jason Mendoza, Mor-
ton High School; Leroy Vega, Portage High
School; Michael Cortez, River Forest High
School; Joe Yanez, Thomas A. Edison Junior/
Senior High School; Antonio Diaz, Thornton
Fractional North High School; and Jorge Del
Real, Whiting High School.

The council will also present the Outstand-
ing Family Award to the Rosillo family. This
distinguished family was carefully selected
from many qualified families on the basis of
their unity and dedication to one another’s
successes. In addition, Benjamin T. Luna will
be presented with the President’s Award. This
honor is given to an individual exhibiting ex-
traordinary leadership skills by means of guid-
ing and mentoring the Hispanic community at
large. Also, Medi-MEX, Inc., a nonprofit orga-
nization which provides medical services to
the poor in Mexico, will receive the Cesar
Chavez Community Service Award. The Cesar
Chavez award is presented to an agency or
group of individuals which have made notice-
able contributions to the Hispanic community.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in applauding
all of the award recipients chosen by the
Northwest Indiana Hispanic Coordinating
Council. All of these individuals are most de-
serving of the honors bestowed upon them.
Moreover, I would like to commend the North-
west Indiana Hispanic Coordinating Council,
its president, Socorro M. Roman, and all of
the council members for committing them-
selves to the preservation of their culture. It is
my privilege to recognize them for their out-
standing achievements.

THE 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
OF STEPHEN AND JANE SCILLIERI

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
bring to your attention the momentous occa-
sion of the 50th wedding anniversary of Ste-
phen and Jane Scillieri of Paterson, NJ. Ste-
phen and Jane celebrated their anniversary on
February 16, 1997.

Born and raised in Paterson, Stephen and
Jane are active members of the community,
especially through their involvement with
Blessed Sacrament Church, where they are
parishioners.

Stephen is the proud owner and president
of Scillieri Funeral Home of Paterson and
Hawthorne. He has served as former presi-
dent of both the State Board of Mortuary
Science and the Passaic County Funeral Di-
rectors Association.

Jane is retired from the Prudential Insurance
Co.

The loving couple are proud parents of two
children, Stephen Anthony and JoEllen Cox. In
addition to being proud parents, the two are
also proud grandparents of four grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Stephen and Jane’s family and
friends, Blessed Sacrament Church, and the
city of Paterson in recognizing the momentous
occasion of Stephen and Jane Scillieri’s 50th
wedding anniversary.
f

TRIBUTE TO DONALD E. MUIR

HON. GEORGE MILLER
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to inform the House of the passing of one
of the most effective and respected political
leaders in modern California political history,
and a very dear friend throughout my adult
life, Donald E. Muir of San Francisco. A heav-
ily-attended memorial service this past week-
end in San Francisco brought together an
enormous assortment of public officials, former
officeholders, colleagues, friends—all testi-
mony to the active role Don played in the life
of California politics and the Democratic Party
over the past 30 years.

Don had been a colleague on the staff of
State Senator George Moscone in the 1970’s
in Sacramento, and since that time was a
trusted adviser to many of the leading Demo-
cratic officeholders in California at the State
and Federal levels.

Don Muir was a political realist, and for him,
politics was in part a business. No one per-
formed the business side of politics more
expertly or tirelessly. Don was a pro who
could read politicians better than anyone,
sometimes better than themselves.

But politics was more than business for Don
Muir, too. It was very personal.

He was cynical without being a cynic; his
easy going style—open-necked shirts and
cowboy boots—belied an intensity and a com-
petitiveness that were renowned.

For all his partisanship and fascination with
insider intrigue, Don’s real love was for our
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democratic institutions. He understood as well
as anyone the practical pressures confronted
by elected officials confronting difficult choices,
but he always figured Franklin D. Roosevelt—
one of his heroes—had it about right: political
leaders should challenge their constituents
and their Nation, and shouldn’t sacrifice prin-
ciple and the public good to fleeting whims or
political expediency.

At a time when many ran and hid from the
stigmatized notion of being a ‘‘liberal,’’ Don re-
mained an unabashed and unapologetic be-
liever that government should help the poor
and the disenfranchised. He wasn’t in the
least starry-eyed, utopian, or naive. But he
was unwilling to abandon his deep faith in
people and our constitutional system because
of what was popular or saleable at any par-
ticular time.

Don was an adviser, a fundraiser, a strate-
gist, and kibbitzer. He loved the campaign
fights and he loved the corridors of the legisla-
tures—state and national—but he also loved
sitting for hours in some San Francisco res-
taurant, a glass of good California wine in his
hand, speculating about political developments
and digesting political gossip.

Don was born in Roseville, CA, the son of
railroad workers, and held degrees from Sierra
College, California State University at Sac-
ramento, and San Francisco State. He taught
government and English in Roseville until he
was sucked into the world of elections and
politics during the 1960 Presidential campaign
of Senator John F. Kennedy. He subsequently
worked in the 1962 reelection campaign in
which Pat Brown defeated Richard Nixon, and
then in the 1964 Presidential campaign for
President Lyndon B. Johnson.

After working in Brown’s 1966 campaign, he
became the Governor’s travel secretary, and
began a career in fundraising that continued
through every succeeding Presidential cam-
paign, and countless campaigns for State and
Federal candidates.

But for all the fun he had and the sub-
stantive contributions he made to our political
process, I often think that Don’s first choice
would have been to return to academia, finish
up that elusive doctorate, and teach what he
had learned about our political system to an-
other generation of Americans.

He did return to teach at San Francisco
State, and he would have made a great career
professor, just as I am sure he was an inspir-
ing teacher earlier in his career and in his last
several years as well. He was knowledgeable,
he was passionate, and he was deeply com-
mitted. In the end, leukemia would overtake
his powerful spirit.

Don leaves a wonderful family, his wife
Linda, with whom he built a successful busi-
ness and raised three accomplished children,
Stacey, Maggie and Mike. To them and to the
rest of his family, all of us who profited by this
man’s faith and friendship offer our deep con-
dolences and prayers.

Don’s legacy lives on not only in his children
and grandchild, but in the scores of people in-
fluenced and inspired by him to dedicate
themselves to lives of public service for the
improvement of our society.

TRIBUTE TO STEVEN BENTLEY

HON. ROBERT A. WEYGAND
OF RHODE ISLAND

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. WEYGAND. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to pay tribute to an exceptional
young man, Mr. Steven Bentley, who has de-
voted much hard-earned effort to achieving
the Boy Scout’s highest rank of Eagle Scout.
This award reflects great initiative, determina-
tion, and hard work.

Steven received his Eagle Scout badge by
completing sorely needed renovations to Old
St. Mary’s Church hall, one of the oldest
Roman Catholic churches in Rhode Island.

Steven is an example of the best of Ameri-
ca’s youth, those dedicated to improving life in
their community and who strive to reach their
highest potential.

The 16-year-old son of Bruce and Patricia
Bentley, Steven resides in West Warwick, RI,
where he is a student at West Warwick High
School. I am sure his parents are extremely
proud of their son’s achievement. I have con-
fidence that the Boy Scouts have prepared
him to face life’s challenges with great deter-
mination and character. On behalf of the peo-
ple of Rhode Island, I would like to thank Ste-
ven for his service to the community and wish
him great success in the future.
f

RADIO VISION’S 17TH ANNUAL
VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION DAY

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, on April 12,
1997, Radio Vision, a service organization in
the 20th District of New York will be celebrat-
ing it’s 17th annual Volunteer Recognition
Day.

Radio Vision is a closed-circuit radio broad-
casting service that provides news and infor-
mation for the blind and sight impaired
throughout five counties in the Hudson Valley
region of New York. Radio Vision, which is
staffed completely by volunteers, gives the op-
portunity for hundreds of sight-impaired per-
sons to learn more of what is occurring around
them.

A sight impaired person’s access to the
media is limited to listening to radio and tele-
vision broadcasts that only briefly outline na-
tional and international news. For a person
that has difficulty holding or reading a news-
paper, local news and happenings—such as
which stores have sales, where new facilities
have opened in the vicinity, and what our
neighbors are accomplishing—is difficult to ob-
tain.

Radio Vision provides a free-closed-circuit
radio to people who require help in getting
news. The 105 dedicated volunteers read local
news, topical literature, shopping hints and
other vital information to more than 400 blind,
sight impaired or otherwise disabled Hudson
Valley residents who subscribe to the Radio
Vision service.

Their voluntary hard work has enriched the
lives of many of our constituents, and I am
proud to note their good works to my col-
leagues.

REMEMBERING LARRY BIENSTOCK

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 8, 1997
Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I would like to take a moment to honor a cou-
rageous man and to try to shed some light on
the tragic disease which he courageously
fought. Larry Bienstock was my constituent
and lived on the Upper East Side of Manhat-
tan. He attended Columbia University and re-
ceived his law degree from New York Univer-
sity. Everyone who knew him, even in pass-
ing, was amazed at his searing intelligence,
his fierce independence, and, above all, his
unwavering commitment to the cause of
dystonia. Unfortunately, Larry knew dystonia
well.

Generalized dystonia symptoms began
when he was a boy and progressed in adult-
hood to the point of confining him to a wheel-
chair. Yet despite the cruel nature of this de-
bilitating disease, Larry’s spirit never damp-
ened. During the many years that I knew and
worked with Larry, I learned directly from him
about his battle with dystonia.

Dystonia is a neurological disorder charac-
terized by severe involuntary muscle contrac-
tions and sustained postures. There are sev-
eral different types of dystonia, such as: gen-
eralized dystonia which afflicts many parts of
the body and usually begins in childhood;
focal dystonias affecting one specific part of
the body such as the eyelids, vocal cords,
neck, arms, hands or feet; and secondary
dystonia which is secondary to injury or other
brain illness.

There is no definitive test for dystonia and
many primary care doctors have never seen a
case of it. These facts coupled with its varied
presentations make it difficult to correctly diag-
nose. It is estimated that 85% of those suffer-
ing from dystonia are not diagnosed or have
been misdiagnosed. Because of the complica-
tions with diagnosing the disease, it is difficult
to determine the number of people who are af-
fected by it. The Dystonia Medical Research
Foundation estimates that approximately
300,000 individuals in North America alone
suffer from some form of dystonia.

Unembarrassed by his condition, Larry and
his wheelchair went traveling often—to lobby
for funding in the halls of the Capitol, to the
boulevards of Paris, to symposia and social
events related to dystonia. Throughout his life,
Larry was always a fighter for research into
the cause and treatment of dystonia.

Larry was active in politics, volunteering on
political campaigns and with the local Demo-
cratic party. He felt that government belonged
to the people and he always took advantage
of opportunities to speak out on issues he felt
strongly about. He spread his word via the
Internet and created a web page for the
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation, which
can be found at: http://www.ziplink.net/users/
dystonia/.

Larry saw e-mail and his web page as pow-
erful tools for bringing together people con-
cerned about dystonia and for establishing a
strong collective voice for advocacy. Larry
Bienstock provided a model of courage, perse-
verance, and independence.

When he passed away recently, Larry
Bienstock left a legacy of activism and advo-
cacy. He taught me about dystonia, and more
importantly, about the undying human spirit.
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