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boundaries; second, exercise of communal
rights with respect to resources or subsistence
activities; third, retention of a native language
or other customs; or fourth, that it is state-rec-
ognized.

Finally, my bill sets strict time limits for the
Commission to act, thus eliminating delay. It
requires the new Commission to publish peti-
tion in Federal Register within 30 days of re-
ceipt. It requires the Commission, within 60
days of receipt, to set a date for a preliminary
hearing. It requires the Commission, within 30
days of the preliminary hearing, to decide
whether to extend recognition or require a
trial-type hearing. And it requires the Commis-
sion to hold the trial-type hearing within 180
days of the preliminary hearing and make a
decision within 60 days after the hearing.

These are all important measures and I
hope that my colleagues will support me in my
endeavor to set right much of the injustices
that the United States has visited upon the In-
dian tribes.
f

NOT A HEARTBREAK HOTEL

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997
Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, on March 6, the

Christian Science Monitor printed a very per-
ceptive and useful article on the Middle East
peace process by Ralph Nurnberger, a fair-
minded long-time expert in this area. For the
benefit of my colleagues, I ask that it be re-
printed in the RECORD at this point.

[From the Christian Science Monitor,
Thursday, March 6, 1997]

NOT A HEARTBREAK HOTEL

(By Ralph Nurnberger)
The day before he left for his official visit

to the United States, Yasser Arafat presided
over the groundbreaking ceremony for a
Marriott Hotel to be built on the beachfront
in Gaza.

This project says, symbolically, that the
Middle East peace process might, finally,
produce tangible benefits for the people in
the area, especially through direct involve-
ment of the private sector. The construction
and later operation of this hotel will provide
employment for hundreds of Palestinians. It
will contain a modern commercial center to
enable international visitors and Palestin-
ians to conduct business as it is done else-
where in the world. The project will include
a self-contained telecommunications center
for international calls, faxes, and e-mail as
well as excess telephone capacity for the
local market.

This project will be the first major Amer-
ican private sector involvement in Gaza. The
total investment will be approximately six
times more than all other American invest-
ments in Gaza—combined!

While diplomatic achievements are essen-
tial, the real test of the peace process is how
it affects the daily lives of Israelis and Pal-
estinians. If substantive and visible improve-
ments do not result, no international agree-
ments can succeed. For the majority of Is-
raelis, the key element is security. Israelis
must feel safe riding buses, shopping in
malls, and sending their children to schools.
If random acts of violence occur, they must
be assured that the Palestinian Authority
will work with Israeli officials to find and
prosecute the terrorists.

PEACE DIVIDENDS: LOWER INCOMES

Although more Israelis have been killed
through terror attacks since the Sept. 13,

1993, signing than in any comparable period,
it appears that the Palestinians finally un-
derstand their responsibility to work with
Israelis to enhance security concerns. The
test for most Palestinians is whether the
peace accords will result in an improved
quality of life. Developing a thriving econ-
omy that provides new employment opportu-
nities will not only minimize hatreds and
tensions, but will also bring about the prom-
ise of a new life.

Economic divergence exacerbates political
and religious tensions. Since the first Rabin-
Arafat signing, Israeli per capita income has
increased from $13,800 to over $15,000, while
Palestinian incomes have dropped by a third
to under $1,200.

Delays and reallocations of internationally
pledged contributions, the reluctance of for-
eign investors to establish projects in Gaza
and the West Bank, border closures, the slow
pace of diplomatic negotiations, and difficul-
ties encountered in setting up a viable Pal-
estinian economy have contributed to grow-
ing frustration. Public infrastructure and
services, including education, health care,
sanitation, water, waste water disposal, and
electricity continue to be inadequate. De-
spite a minor building boom, a housing
shortage remains.

While the Netanyahu government has
eased some limits on Palestinians seeking
employment in Israel, the numbers able to
cross the borders are significantly below the
120,000 able to find daily work in Israel in
1992.

Rather than growing to absorb these work-
ers, the Palestinian economy has declined
over the past two years. Thus, workers have
fewer opportunities to find employment
within Palestinian areas. The unemployment
rate in Gaza, always high, is now estimated
at approximately 50 percent, with the rate in
the West Bank estimated at 30 percent. Un-
employment is highest among young, single
men—the most likely recruits for terror-ori-
ented groups.

BIG AID PLEDGES, LITTLE FOLLOW-THROUGH

The US hosted an international meeting on
Oct. 1, 1993, at which $2.4 billion in assistance
to the West Bank and Gaza was pledged.
Most of these funds have not been delivered
or have been diverted from long-term
projects to emergency programs and costs of
running the Palestinian Authority.

The United States committed $500 million,
of which $75 million annually for five years
is managed by the Agency for International
Development (AID). The other $125 million
was to come from the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation (OPIC) to assist Amer-
ican investors through a combination of
loans, loan guarantees, and political risk in-
surance.

AID has assisted a number of worthwhile
projects, including $12 million for construc-
tion of six housing units with 192 apartments
in Gaza called Al Karam Towers. AID is also
helping to improve uses of scarce water re-
sources and assisting private sector eco-
nomic growth through technical assistance,
training, loans to local firms, and establish-
ment of industrial parks. But AID funds have
been diverted from long-term projects to
help in establishing Palestinian self-rule.
For example, AID committed $2 million to
support local elections in the West Bank and
Gaza, and to assist Palestinians in promot-
ing more responsible and accountable gov-
ernance.

AID has minimized help for the agricul-
tural sector, the one area where Palestinians
could immediately develop profitable ex-
ports, especially under a new Free Trade
Agreement with the US Allocating addi-
tional funds to farm exports would be cost
efficient.

OPIC made a major effort to seek private
sector projects to assist or insure. But most
private investors have avoided Gaza, so OPIC
funds committed to date have been modest.

Mr. Arafat would be wise to stress the solv-
ing of such economic problems as a prime
way to reduce tensions, improve the quality
of life, and enhance opportunities for peace.
He should build on momentum from the
hotel project and stress the need for private
sector involvement in the Palestinian econ-
omy.

f

WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, on Friday, March
14, 1997, the New Jersey Association of
Women Business owners held A Salute to
Women Leaders luncheon.

This chapter’s membership has successfully
encompassed the entire State of New Jersey.
The statewide group of women business own-
ers is 1,000 members strong, making it the
largest chapter of the National Association of
Women Business Owners in the United
States. The New Jersey chapter has become
a strong economic and political force at both
the State and national levels.

National statistics state that woman-owned
businesses are the fastest growing segment of
the U.S. economy. Currently, women own
more than 6 million businesses, which is one-
third of all U.S. companies.

Mr. Speaker, I am sure my colleagues will
join me in saluting women leaders as well as
the New Jersey Association of Women Busi-
ness Owners. I want to congratulate the chap-
ter on a successful event and wish the mem-
bers many more years of growth and prosper-
ity.
f

OHSA: THE TIME IS NOW

HON. JOEL HEFLEY
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing legislation to reform the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration [OSHA]. This
legislation is exactly the same as H.R. 707,
which I introduced during the 104th Congress.
H.R. 707 had 19 cosponsors, including 2 full
committee chairman and several subcommit-
tee chairman.

Since 1970 OSHA has been tasked with the
duty of maintaining safe and healthy work-
places. I intensely support them in this effort
and I think you would be hard pressed to find
a Member of Congress who didn’t. However,
OSHA’s directive to carry out this task through
mandatory standards enforced by surprise in-
spections and fines need to be rethought. My
bill will move OSHA from a heavyhanded en-
forcement bureaucracy to a compliance based
cooperative agency. By relieving OSHA from
its ‘‘gotcha’’ mentality, I believe we can create
even safer workplaces.

Every Member of Congress has heard about
some of the OSHA’s ridiculous regulations and
tactics from their constituents. It’s time to send
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a message to the agency and to employers
that OSHA’s sole purpose is ensuring that
safety of employees through common sense
regulation. What better way to do that than to
bring the two sides together. The ‘‘us against
them’’ mentality doesn’t do anyone any good.
My legislation puts both the enforcers and the
stakeholders on an even playing field in order
to protect our most valuable resource: our
work force.

Please join me in this effort by cosponsoring
my OSHA Reform Act of 1997.
f

RENEWAL ALLIANCE

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
discuss my recent participation in the renewal
alliance—a unique bicameral Republican
group committed to promoting the work of
charities, churches, small businesses, and
community organizations in helping to solve
some of our Nation’s most intractable prob-
lems. Our renewal alliance believes that we
must focus not just on the failures of Govern-
ment, but also on the hope of rebuilding
strong communities.

In the months ahead, our alliance will pro-
mote the many solutions already at work
across the Nation, powered by nothing more
than a compassionate dedication to lending a
hand, spending a few hours a week, or giving
charitably to efforts which help improve the
lives of those around us. We will highlight leg-
islation to create enterprise zones, tax incen-
tives for charitable giving, educational reform,
and removing bureaucratic barriers to problem
solving with simple, people-based solutions.

Most importantly, we will ask our colleagues
and our community leaders to look not to the
Halls of Congress for innovative ideas, but to
the streets of our towns, the pews of our
churches, and the conversations at dinner ta-
bles for the solutions that renew our society by
healing souls. Recently, I traveled with fellow
Congressman J.C. WATTS and Senators RICK
SANTORUM and JOHN ASHCROFT to Wilmington,
DE and Philadelphia to hear about various
inner-city, faith-based programs by the people
who make them work and those that receive
their care.

Billions of dollars and millions of broken
lives and families later, America seems finally
ready to accept that government can never re-
place the invaluable contributions of faith, fam-
ily, work, and community. But Government can
and should do everything possible to support
these institutions and the irreplaceable benefit
of their healthy existence.
f

IN HONOR OF FORMER
REPRESENTATIVE AL BALDUS

HON. RON KIND
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning
to recognize a distinguished public servant
and former Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Al Baldus.

After 22 years of public service on the State
and National level, Al retired this year to his
home in Menomonie to spend time with his
wife and family.

A Merchant Marine in World War II, Al was
also a veteran of the Korean conflict while
serving in the Army from 1951 to 1953. From
there he worked as a farmer, farm machinery
salesman, stockbroker, and insurance broker
before being elected to the Wisconsin State
Assembly in 1966. He continued in the assem-
bly for 8 years and then was elected to Con-
gress in 1974 to represent the Third District.
During his tenure in Congress, Al Baldus was
a member of the Agriculture Committee and
was chairman of the Livestock, Dairy and
Poultry Subcommittee where he shepherded
legislation that brought Wisconsin dairy pro-
ducers 80 percent parity with other produc-
ers—the highest Government price support
level ever.

While that sounds like a lifetime of service,
that was just a beginning for Al Baldus.

In politics, it is not unusual to see ambitious
young public servants move up through the
ranks from local office to the State legislature
to Congress and, when their congressional ca-
reer ends, so does their career in public serv-
ice. It is unusual, however, to see someone
serve an entire congressional career and feel
such a sense of public duty that they return to
the State house to start another legislative ca-
reer.

That is exactly what Al Baldus did. After
leaving Congress in 1980, Al worked for 8
years in the private sector, but then decided to
return to Madison as a State representative for
another 8 years. In all, he served 16 years in
the legislature.

Certainly, he could have chosen a less dif-
ficult path into retirement and probably could
have made more money in the process. How-
ever, I think it’s clear that what motivates Al is
not the trappings of politic power, but the ear-
nest desire to serve.

I am certain that Al’s wife, Lolly, would have
preferred to see more of him over the years
as she and her husband raised their five chil-
dren, but Lolly recognized Al’s heart was also
with the people of his community and his
State. That shouldn’t surprise anyone. Lolly
served her community as well and developed
a distinguished career herself as an adminis-
trator at the University of Wisconsin-Stout.

I thank my friend Al Baldus for a lifetime of
positive contributions to Wisconsin and the
Nation. And I hope you’ll join me in congratu-
lating Al and wishing him the best in his well
deserved retirement.
f

DEMOCRACY—ABOVE AND BEYOND

HON. CURT WELDON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 20, 1997
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,

each year the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States and its Ladies Auxiliary conduct
the Voice of Democracy broadcast
scriptwriting contest. This year more than
109,000 secondary school students partici-
pated in the contest competing for the 54 na-
tional scholarships which were distributed
among the 54 national winners. The contest
theme this year was ‘‘Democracy-Above and
Beyond.’’

I am proud to announce that Ms. Natalie
Bucciarelli from my congressional district in
Pennsylvania won the 1997 Voice of Democ-
racy broadcast scriptwriting contest for Penn-
sylvania. Natalie, a resident of Broomall, is a
senior at the Academy of Notre Dame de
Manur in Villanova, PA. I extend to her my
best wishes for success as she continues her
education in college next year.

Natalie’s script is filled with enthusiasm for
the spirit and promise that democracy holds
for each individual. It is encouraging to see
that our young people continue to cherish the
gift of democracy. That is essential, because
once we take democracy for granted—or
begin referring to it as simply a ‘‘slogan’’—
then democracy will truly become endangered.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share Natalie’s
award winning script with my colleagues in the
Congress.
‘‘DEMOCRACY-ABOVE AND BEYOND’’—1996–97

VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

(By Natalie Bucciarelli)

Mikhail Gorbachev, former General Sec-
retary of the Soviet Union, not too long ago
proclaimed that democracy is just a slogan—
only a slogan. And he believed then that de-
mocracy, like other slogans, was empty and
hollow and worthless. He, like other com-
munist leaders before him, believed that our
American democracy would eventually and
inevitably fall; it would succumb to tensions
within our country—tensions: white against
black, women against men, rich against
poor.

But Mikhail Gorbachev misread the real
meaning of democracy—the meaning above
and beyond. He only looked at the imperfec-
tions of democracy—and it is true that de-
mocracy, like all political systems, is less
than perfect. But Mr. Gorbachev wrongly be-
lieved that our democracy would become
thin and faded and soon crack and crumble
like a rotting wall. But democracy is not a
wall. Walls, by their nature, keep people out.
As Mikhail Gorbachev learned, such walls do
come down.

The spirit of our democracy is not about
walls, not about barriers. There are no real
walls in a democracy—not real walls. Yes,
artificial barriers do from time to time ap-
pear—Rosa Parks being forced to the back of
a Birmingham bus and store front windows
reading ‘‘No Irish or Italian need apply’’. But
such events have been only temporary peri-
ods—temporary obstacles to the real positive
force and direction of our democracy. Our
system of government has, above and beyond
all others, served to include all people with-
out regard to race, creed, gender, or ethnic
background. Democracy has no equal in pro-
moting the free exchange of ideas and in
safeguarding the civil liberties of minorities.
Democracy is, above and beyond all else,
about ‘‘all men (and women) are created
equal’’ and about those inalienable rights
granted to each of us by our creator.

This is the spirit—this is the promise and
the hope of democracy. Democracy promises
to provide hope and opportunity. Democracy
does not exclude, it includes. Democracy
does not seek to destroy, it seeks to build.
Our system of government tolerates and re-
spects the free exchange of ideas. You can
dare to dream in a democracy and if you be-
lieve in your dreams and work hard to
achieve them you will probably succeed.

Democracy is not me against you and you
against me but each of us in support of the
other. There is room for everybody. No
walls—Christian against Jew, black against
white, young against old, female against
male. Democracy is about the promise it
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