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when I was a staff person in the California
State Senate and he was an activist attorney
fighting for farm workers, the disabled and
children. Our close relationship continued
when I came to Congress in 1975 and we
fought many of the same battles at the Fed-
eral level.

Ralph was a valued and creative advisor.
Our efforts to enforce reclamation law and end
unjustified water subsidies in California’s
Central Valley laid the groundwork for massive
reforms like the Central Valley Project Im-
provement Act and the Bay-Delta process
that, at long last, are rearranging California’s
water priorities and restore our State’s deci-
mated environment.

Ralph was the early leader in the fight
against unsafe pesticides that endangered
consumers and farm workers, too. His pio-
neering legal work paved the way for the pro-
hibition of DDT and the protection of ground-
water from chemical contamination. His work
on behalf of children guaranteed nutrition as-
sistance, educational opportunities and equal
access without regard to disability or ethnicity.

For some, I suspect, Ralph Absacal’s career
was about chasing rainbows. But Ralph
caught a fair number of those rainbows, and
ours is a far safer, far more just, and far
cleaner world because of his tireless efforts.

He stands as a giant in terms of his fight for
the poor and the disenfranchised people of
America. It is perhaps his greatest legacy that
millions of those whose lives will be forever
improved by his life’s labors never even heard
his name, never knew that he spent decades
arguing on their behalf in the courtrooms, in
the legislative chambers and in the streets.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all Members of the
House of Representatives join me in mourning
the loss of one of America’s great advocates
and attorneys, and extend to his widow, Bea-
trice Moulton, and their daughter Pilar.
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RECOGNITION OF R.E. THOMASON
GENERAL HOSPITAL

HON. SILVESTRE REYES
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 18, 1997

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
commend R.E. Thomason General Hospital,
El Paso’s only not-for-profit hospital, for being
recognized for the second year in a row as
one of America’s top performing hospitals, ac-
cording to the 1996 ‘‘100 Top Hospitals—
Benchmarks for Success’’ study. I would like
to congratulate R.E. Thomason General Hos-
pital for their dedication to the community and
outstanding performance.

The ‘‘100 Top Hospitals—Benchmarks for
Success’’ study is conducted annually by
HCIA, the industry’s most comprehensive
source of health care information, and the
Health Care Provider Consulting practice
[HCPC] of William M. Mercer, a leading inter-
national management consulting firm. HCIA
and Mercer HCPC annually develop a model
for high performance among general acute
care hospitals in the United States. The model
is then used to identify 100 of the top perform-
ing hospitals on key measures related to clini-
cal practices, operations, and financial man-
agement. Mercer HCPC and HCIA undertake
this study each year to establish industry

benchmarks in the context of a rapidly and
constantly changing health care industry and
to recognize those hospitals that demonstrate
superior performance.

To qualify, hospitals had to rank above their
peers on a combination of eight measures that
indicate high value through high-quality out-
comes, effective use of resources, and effi-
cient provision of care—a balance R.E.
Thomason General Hospital has achieved.

I would like to thank R.E. Thomason for
their vision and dedication to the community
and commend the staff for their devotion to
caring for the people of El Paso.
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TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF VIRGIL
TRESENWRITER

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 18, 1997

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Virgil Tresenwriter. Virgil was a
native of Beckley, WV, my hometown. In
1995, at the annual dinner of the Beckley/Ra-
leigh County Black Business Association,
Virgil’s solo performance with the New Gospel
Singaleers captured my spirit, leaving me in a
state of awe, almost too speechless to deliver
my keynote address. It was a profoundly mov-
ing experience. And no wonder.

Virgil was ordained by God from the very
beginning of his life to sing praises to the
Lord. It was a sweet sound and a joy divine—
just as the gospel hymn says—to hear the
deep baritone voice of Virgil ‘‘Pee-Wee’’
Tresenwriter ring out the heavenly melodies.
What a blessing it was to be stirred and
moved in your spirit from the sounds that
came from the very depths of his heart.

If you were burdened down and sinking, to
rise no more, you were lifted up when Pee-
Wee sang ‘‘His Eyes Are On The Sparrow and
I know He Watches Me.’’ Then Virgil would re-
mind you that he loves to praise His name,
because He is a rock, a sword, and a shield—
He’s just a jewel in the middle of a wheel.
Virgil’s life was a blessing in so many ways to
those who knew him, an inspiration to children
who imitated him as he performed with the
New Gospel Singaleers, with colorful attire
reminiscent of the more famous singing
groups of older times.

With his God-given talents, it was nothing
for Virgil to challenge groups such as the
Mighty Clouds of Joy, or the Canton Spirituals,
when performing on the same program.

It is with the same pride that I take this op-
portunity to honor a man who gave the very
best of himself, using his God-given talents to
inspire, encourage, and lift the hearts of those
who knew him. Virgil will be missed im-
mensely, now that he has joined the heavenly
choir to sing with the angels of God.

His songs, and the spirit in which he sang
them, will sing out in our hearts forever.

TRIBUTE TO HISPANAS ORGA-
NIZED FOR POLITICAL EQUITY
(HOPE)

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 18, 1997

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD, Mr. Speaker, on Fri-
day, March 14, 1997, Hispanas Organized for
Political Equity [HOPE] Education and Leader-
ship Fund’s Sixth Annual Symposium is taking
place in California’s 33d Congressional District
during Women’s History Month. In honor of
this important event on the floor of Congress,
I am proclaiming March 14, 1997, as Latina
History Day.

The HOPE Education and Leadership Fund
is committed to improving the social, political,
and economic status of Latinas in their work-
place, homes, schools, and community. His-
torically, HOPE has educated women and the
community about domestic violence, the de-
piction of Latinos in the media, and the need
to break the glass ceiling in employment. This
year’s symposium will address education and
the superhighway, violence in our schools,
and women’s health concerns.

The proclamation of Latina History Day dur-
ing Women’s History Month memorializes the
important role Latinas play in American soci-
ety. It recognizes the work and sacrifices of
prior generations, celebrates the growing ac-
complishments of contemporary Latinas, and
lays the foundation for future generations. Or-
ganizations like HOPE are critical corner-
stones to the educational and leadership train-
ing programs we need to meet the challenges
of today and the future.

I commend the HOPE Education and Lead-
ership Fund for their commitment to Latinas
and our children and, in their honor, proclaim
March 14, 1997, as Latina History Day.
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Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, today
I am pleased to join my friend and colleague,
Congressman GEORGE BROWN in introducing
the San Timoteo Creek Assessment Elimi-
nation and Environmental Restoration Act of
1997.

This important legislation will allow the San
Timoteo Creek flood control project to move
forward while eliminating proposed local as-
sessments. This act will also provide the
added flexibility for the local sponsor—County
of San Bernardino, to make the project more
environmentally sensitive.

Let me briefly explain what this straight-
forward legislation will accomplish. This bill will
allow the local sponsor of the San Timoteo
Creek Project to repay its 25 percent cost
share to the Federal Government over a 30
year period instead of the traditional payment
when construction begins. The generic author-
ity to repay the local sponsor cost share over
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a 30 year period is specified in the Water Re-
sources Development Act [WRDA] of 1986.
This legislation applies that statute to the San
Timoteo Creek Project.

The San Timoteo Creek feature of the
Santa Ana Mainstem project will cost roughly
$60 million. The local cost share is $15 mil-
lion. However, a portion of the local cost share
has already been provided through the con-
struction of Reach 1 and Reach 2 of the
project. Construction on Reach 2 of the project
is currently underway. The Corps of Engineers
and the local sponsor are currently discussing
the idea of modifying Reach 3 in order to keep
the project’s construction moving forward while
the corps, the local sponsor and environ-
mental groups develop an environmentally
sensitive and cost effective design modifica-
tion further upstream.

The threat of flooding along the San
Timoteo Creek is very real. The San Timoteo
Creek portion is one of the smaller features of
the Santa Ana Mainstem project which also in-
cludes the Seven Oaks Dam in Mentone. This
project is extremely vital in order to provide
flood protection for Redlands, Loma Linda,
and San Bernardino. Furthermore, protection
from a 100 year flood event will also lower the
flood insurance rates of homeowners and
small businesses which are currently in the
flood plain. the overall Santa Ana River
Mainstem project will protect millions of people
and property in San Bernardino, Riverside and
Orange Counties valued in the billions of dol-
lars when it is completed.

Congressman BROWN and I recently dis-
cussed the concept of this legislation with San
Bernardino County Supervisor Dennis
Hansberger, Loma Linda Mayor Floyd Peter-
sen, and other elected officials, and represent-
atives from local environmental groups, includ-
ing the local chapter of the Sierra Club.

I am pleased that these discussions have
helped to develop this legislation which, if en-
acted, will go a long way toward addressing
the concerns of those individuals, families and
businesses which live within the proposed as-
sessment district, locally elected officials, envi-
ronmental groups, and the American taxpayer.
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OF PRESIDENT REGARDING MEX-
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HON. EARL POMEROY
OF NORTH DAKOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 13, 1997
Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

support of the resolution to overturn the Presi-
dent’s decision to certify Mexico as a country
that is fully cooperating in the fight against
drug smuggling.

This resolution was reported out of the Inter-
national Relations Committee on an over-
whelmingly bipartisan vote. The committee
resolution would decertify Mexico as a fully co-
operative partner in the war on drugs. The
resolution would send a clear signal to Mexico
that their drug fighting efforts are inadequate,
and that they must improve their interdiction,
prosecution and anti-corruption activities to be
considered a fully cooperating ally in the drug
war.

Unfortunately, rather than allowing the
House to vote on the bipartisan committee

resolution, the majority leadership has crafted
a substitute proposal that, if adopted, will pre-
clude consideration of the committee resolu-
tion. Regrettably, the leadership amendment,
offered by the gentleman from Illinois, Mr.
HASTERT, undermines the bipartisan commit-
tee product by injecting purely partisan lan-
guage into the text of the resolution. Rather
than focusing on the question of certification,
the Hastert amendment seeks to gain partisan
advantage by taking rhetorical pot-shots at
what it views as the administration’s short-
comings in its conduct of the war on drugs.

As a result, the leadership has managed to
take an issue where there is widespread bi-
partisan agreement—that Mexico is not a fully
cooperating partner in the war on drugs—and
make it partisan. I support the committee reso-
lution, but I will oppose the leadership amend-
ment. I remain hopeful that the Senate will
craft a bipartisan measure that I will be able
to support when this issue is resolved in con-
ference.

I urge my colleague to oppose the Hastert
amendment and support House Resolution 58.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, on February 4,
Representive COYNE and myself introduced a
bill to provide for an immediate correction of a
serious Medicare beneficiary problem: the
overcharging of seniors and the disabled by
Hospital Outpatient Departments [HOPD].

The President’s budget also calls for a cor-
rection of this problem, but phases in the cor-
rection over a 10-year period.

In Medicare, the program generally pays 80
percent of Part B bills and the patient pays 20
percent. But because of the way the HOPD
benefit was drafted, currently beneficiaries are
paying about 45 percent and Medicare 55 per-
cent. Simply put, the problem arises because
Medicare pays the hospital on the basis of
reasonable cost, while the beneficiary is stuck
with 20 percent of charges—and charges can
be anything the hospital wants to say they are.

Last the American Association of Retired
Persons asked its members for examples of
problems they had had with HOPD billings.
They received an overwhelming response, and
over the coming weeks, I would like to enter
some of these letters in the RECORD.

These examples are the proof of why we
need to fix this problem ASAP.

The first is from Mr. Warren Risser of Santa
Barbara, who had an HOPD cataract oper-
ation and was charged $4,102.15. His 20 per-
cent share of that change was $820.43. But
he found out that Medicare determined the
reasonable cost was less than half of that and
Medicare paid $1,025.54. Mr. Risser paid 44%
of the total payment—a far cry from Medi-
care’s promise of an 80–20 split.

Next is a letter from Mr. Keith Roberts of
Garden Valley, CA. As his letter so well ex-
plains, he paid 54 percent of a test due to
charges that defy all rhyme or reason.

Both letters are a testament to the need to
pass H.R. 582.

AARP Outpatient Stories,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SIRS: Your article ‘‘Medicare Out-
patient Debacle’’ by Don McLeod was excel-
lent.

On March 7, 1995, I had cataract surgery on
my right eye. I was in the hospital approxi-
mately 6 hours incurring a hospital bill of
$4,102.15. I was billed 20 percent ($820.43). The
Medicare Statement from Blue Cross shows
Medicare paid the balance of $3,281.72 which
was incorrect. They paid only $1,025.54 after
writing off an adjustment of $2,256.18.

I wrote Blue Cross stating I paid my 20 per-
cent and they paid 25 percent and requested
an explanation. Enclosed is their response.
They had lowered their portion by 55 percent
of the bill.

Gosh, I wish I could run a business this
way.

Keep up your good work.
Sincerely,

WARREN H. RISSER
Santa Barbara, CA.

KEITH L. ROBERTS,
Garden Valley, CA, November 27, 1996.

AARP Outpatient Stories Dept.,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SIRS: Some time back I sent you a
large packet of documents and correspond-
ence about Part B Outpatient overcharges. I
just received another example of Part B out-
patient abuse which I am forwarding to you.

In this case, the total hospital charge is
$1199.00. I have requested an itemized ac-
count of the charges so that I can know
whether they are legitimate or not. The
Medicare statement lists two items. They
are: PHARMACY . . . 211.90, OTHER . . .
988.00. The hospital statement lists: BAL-
ANCE FORWARD . . . 1199.00, A CODE (99100)
. . . (203.80-, ANOTHER CODE (97010) . . .
755.37-. The balance due to patient is 239.80
(or 20% of the total 1199.00).

I have obtained a detail listing of the hos-
pital charges I referred to above. I have
edited the list of charges by assigning an
item number and true patient charge for
each item. Both lists are included herewith.

In items 10 and 11 are two drugs,
DEMEROL and MIDAZOLAM. If the hospital
charges are extended out to a kilogram, the
drug dealers preferred lot size, you find that
a kilo of MIDAZOLAM goes for 9.2 million
dollars ($9,000,000.00) while the DEMEROL
goes for a mere $550,000.00.

I made a special effort to find out about
the most expensive item on the list, item 15,
entitled SPECIAL PROCEDURE 3. It sound-
ed like a ‘‘miscellaneous’’ item to me. I have
been told in the past never accept a mis-
cellaneous charge. I was told that it was
probably ‘‘the room charge’’. I inquired ‘‘why
not call it a room charge’’. On my oath I
swear that I was told ‘‘maybe Medicare pays
more for special procedures.’’ The record
should show that the only ‘‘room’’ she was in
was the outpatient preparation and recovery
ward of about 10 or 12 beds.

So the bottom line is that Medicare consid-
ers the rooms, nurses, equipment and sup-
plies to be worth something a little more
than $203.80. Based on that amount, I find it
hard to believe that 1199.00 is realistic. As
you and I both know that there is no limit to
the amount that the hospital can charge.
They could have legally charged $599.00 or
$1999.00 or more. It appears that in this case
they charged an amount that they thought
would pass the stink test.

Of the money that the hospital stands to
receive, I will pay 54% and Medicare will
only pay 45%. We need to convert to a pay-
ment system more nearly like non-hospital
Medicare part B payments.
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