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don’t protect plants and animals but do put
people at risk.

This process proceeds by such incremental
steps that few take notice. But it continues
as you read this. Consider regulations cur-
rently proposed by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement:

Two days after last November’s general
election, the bureau published in the Federal
Register rule changes for law enforcement.
These revisions are touted as merely stylis-
tic, as only rephrasings couched in ‘‘plain
English’’ to help ordinary citizens under-
stand them. But actually, that’s a deception.
Under the guise of simplifying law, the bu-
reau is pursuing vast extensions of its police
powers.

The proposed regulations would
criminalize thousands of minor offenses that
previously were not deemed criminal. They
would give bureau police unparalleled au-
thority of arrest, search and seizure. They
would extend federal enforcement to sur-
rounding private properties. They would
raise the maximum punishment for viola-
tions from $1,000 to $100,000 and authorize bu-
reau agents to enforce not only their own
rules but all other local, state and federal
laws as well.

And they redefine guilt. No longer would
ignorance of the law be an excuse. Instead,
one could be declared criminally responsible
for breaking a rule few ever heard of.

Thus, individuals could go to jail for vio-
lating ‘‘any regulation, authorization or
order’’—such as walking a dog in a recre-
ation area without a leash, not wearing a
seat belt, failing to display a state inspec-
tion sticker on one’s car or entering ‘‘wilder-
ness areas without a permit, where permits
are required by BLM.’’

The bureau has set a March 7 deadline for
receiving public comments on these provi-
sions. And on March 20, the House Sub-
committee on Parks and Public Lands will
hold hearings on them.

Let’s hope Congress can stop this power
grab. Otherwise, those who hike in wilder-
ness may discover the greatest dangers they
face are neither bad weather nor grizzly
bears but green police, and that their most
essential survival tool is neither tent nor
cook stove but a copy of the Federal Code of
Regulations.
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Mr. BARRETT of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, it
is an honor and a privilege for me to pay trib-
ute today to one of the most respected com-
munity leaders in my hometown of Milwaukee,
WI: Mordecai Lee.

The name Mordecai Lee has long been as-
sociated with excellence and one of our high-
est standards of civic pride. Mordecai Lee is
moving on from his position as executive di-
rector of the Milwaukee Jewish Council for
Community Relations after 6 years of out-
standing service to the people of Milwaukee.

Mr. Speaker, our communities and our
country have always relied on the contribu-
tions of those individuals who have the ability
to rise above and beyond the call of duty to
make a difference in the lives of others, both
personally and professionally. Mordecai Lee
has demonstrated an unfailing and tireless
commitment to the betterment of Milwaukee
County, the State of Wisconsin, and the entire

Nation. With his steady guidance and strong
leadership, Milwaukee’s Jewish community
has emerged as a powerful voice in Milwau-
kee.

We are surrounded by global conflicts, and
the path to the peace is often a difficult road
to travel. Yet we are constantly reminded of
the necessity to pursue peace. Mr. Lee, with
his dedication to the Middle East peace proc-
ess, has been a voice of stability when many
had doubts about advancing peace in the re-
gion and almost everyone had different ap-
proaches.

When someone leaves a post of impor-
tance, it is often said that his or her shoes will
be hard to fill. But I can say without hesitation
that, in Mordecai Lee’s case, this is an under-
statement. In addition to his excellent work on
behalf of Milwaukee’s Jewish community, his
influence has been felt far and wide—from the
leaders of nations abroad, to college freshmen
in Milwaukee.

Indeed, we need more people with his vi-
sion and energy to tackle the vast challenges
we all face. Mr. Lee will continue his distin-
guished service to the people of Milwaukee as
an assistant professor of governmental affairs
at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s Di-
vision of Outreach and Continuing Education
Extension. Mordecai Lee deserves our heart-
felt thanks for his years of dedicated service
as executive director of the Milwaukee Jewish
Federation and our best wishes for the future.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Jacqueline Alex of Oregon, OH, in
my district. Mrs. Alex is the National Catholic
War Veterans Auxiliary president, and is being
honored for her work with a testimonial dinner
on March 8, 1997.

Jackie and her husband, John, were mar-
ried in 1947. Together they raised two sons,
James and John. Her husband passed away
only 10 years later, in 1957. A year later,
Jackie joined the Toledo Logsdon—Walla
Catholic War Veterans Post 639 Auxiliary,
serving the auxiliary in every capacity. She
was elected auxiliary president several times
through those years, and in 1971 Jackie was
named president of the Department of Ohio’s
Auxiliary. She began her service with the Na-
tional Department in 1985, and served as the
president of the 1995 Auxiliary National Con-
vention.

Her tireless efforts have been recognized by
the organization, and Mrs. Alex has been
awarded numerous honors: the National Auxil-
iary President’s Gold Medal Award For Out-
standing Service; the Ohio Auxiliary Presi-
dent’s Award; the Ann Senft Award For Meri-
torious Service to the Auxiliary; the National
Auxiliary’s St. Agnes Medal; Department of
Ohio Auxiliary 1988 Woman of the Year; and
a citation for meritorious service from the
Chapel of Four Chaplains in Gettysburg.

Our Nation pays tribute to its veterans in
various ways, but often overlooked in such
recognition is the role of women, wives, and
families who served here on the homefront.
For whether they bought war bonds, planted a

victory garden, worked in a munitions factory,
went to work to support a family, or played
both mother and father to a family growing up,
they kept our Nation running in times of war.
Their contributions created a strong backup
system to those engaged in combat and in
service to our Nation. Their ideals of service
are upheld through their auxiliaries, which are
the sinew that binds a veterans post together.

For nearly 40 years, Jacqueline Alex has
served our Nation and its veterans honorably.
I am pleased to join with her sons, grand-
children, colleagues, and friends in a deep
and heartfelt salute of gratitude.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Abigail Bauman, a 7-year-old
second grader in Sciota, PA. Abigail is a stu-
dent at Hamilton Elementary in Sciota.

Abigail was one of 41 honorable mentions in
this year’s poster contest sponsored by Read-
ing is Fundamental [RIF]. Abigail’s poster was
chosen out of over 300,000 entries.

The theme of this year’s National Poster
Contest was ‘‘Read! Imagine!’’ Abigail’s poster
showed a tremendous effort to display this
message to the youth of America. Her efforts
in this endeavor earned her a commemorative
certificate along with a dictionary and gift
books.

In this year’s State of the Union Address,
President Clinton touched on the importance
of literacy in America. Teaching children to
read at a young age, and getting them inter-
ested in books is fundamental to improving lit-
eracy in the United States. Using posters as a
tool to achieve this is a creative vehicle to do
so, avidly conveyed through Abigail’s drawing.

It is essential for our children to read and
love books if they are to compete, as well as
excel in tomorrow’s world. The key to the high
paying jobs and opportunities of tomorrow is
for each and every American citizen to be able
to read.

Aibigail’s colorful poster helps to make read-
ing more fun and interesting for elementary
school children. I contgratulate her on using
art to communicate such an important mes-
sage.
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Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, every day it
seems as if we pick up a newspaper or turn
on the evening news and hear about the trou-
bles of our young people. Critics argue they
are disengaged with school, disinterested in
their communities, and disinclined to become
productive citizens of our country.

Not everyone agrees with this dismal view
of our Nation’s youth. Each year the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States and its
Ladies Auxiliary sponsor the Voice of Democ-
racy audio-essay scholarship program. This
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program was started in 1947 by the National
Association of Broadcasters, the Electronic In-
dustries Association, and the State Associa-
tion of Broadcasters. Since 1961–62, the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars has been the sole
sponsor of the program with over 5,200 VFW
posts and 4,200 auxiliaries participating. The
program requires high school entrants to write
and record a 3 to 5 minute essay on an an-
nounced patriotic theme. This year, more than
109,000 secondary school students partici-
pated in the contest competing for 54 national
scholarships. The contest theme was ‘‘Democ-
racy—Above and Beyond.’’

I rise today to honor Susan Richter, a senior
at Calloway County High School in Murray,
KY, who won the 1997 Voice of Democracy
broadcast script writing contest in Kentucky.
Susan is the youngest child of Fred and Mar-
garet Richter of Murray, KY. She hopes to at-
tend Transylvania University in Lexington, KY,
where she plans to pursue a degree in radio/
TV broadcasting.

In addition to participating in essay contests,
Susan keeps busy at Calloway County High
School with a full plate of activities. She is the
news anchor of the morning show on WCSD–
TV 28, a school-run local cable channel, and
an officer in the Student Council, the Co-ed Y
Club, the Beta Club, and the Foreign Lan-
guage Club. Outside of school, she enjoys
playing the piano, reading, and working on her
computer.

Please allow me to share with you Susan’s
award-winning essay, which appears below.

‘‘DEMOCRACY—ABOVE AND BEYOND’’
Democracy is a general term used to de-

scribe both a form of government and an
ideal. Throughout the years, our country has
thrived on the idea of creating a more per-
fect union through the means of a plan
known as democracy. I believe democracy is
a superior way of life and I believe that it
will help carry our nation onward to meet its
most fantastic goals.

Democracy is often referred to as ‘‘rule by
the majority.’’ However, another phrase I
prefer seems to more clearly define democ-
racy. It relates that democracy is the ab-
sence of hereditary class distinctions or
privileges. In other words, democracy allows
for any person, regardless of age, race, gen-
der, or social status to have his say in the
workings of our country. According to Rob-
ert Hutchins, ‘‘Democracy is the only form
of government that is founded on the dignity
of man, not the dignity of some men, of rich
men, of educated men, or of white men, but
of all men.’’ I agree with this statement and
claim this type of equal dignity and rep-
resentation to be a major reason why democ-
racy is a form of government above the rest.

Also, democracy is superior for its empha-
sis on individual freedom. As a general rule,
it allows persons both the right and the re-
sponsibility of shaping their future. Each
person is allowed to make his own choices,
both in life and in governmental issues. How-
ever, not only is one given the ability to do
so, he also has a responsibility both to the
government and to himself to carry out his
decisions. This individual freedom is nec-
essary for a democracy and is another reason
why democracy is a step above the rest.

However, not only is democracy an excel-
lent program for the present, it is also a
bright path into the future, a yellow brick
road to tomorrow.

One feature of democracy that will help
lead to a prosperous future is its ability to
ensure peaceful change. Democratic methods
for making changes negate the need for vio-
lent uprisings. Many economic and social

changes have been made recently, and most
have happened with little turbulence, other
than perhaps a peaceful protest march, or
other such means allowed by the Constitu-
tion. Also, democracy allows for the peaceful
change of political leaders. Free elections
are held when time for the transfer of power,
and the people vote upon who should next re-
ceive the responsibility of representing them
in government. This power of the people en-
sures that they can make decisions peace-
fully. In a country founded on war, this as-
surance of peacefulness is a key to a bright
future.

Another way democracy will take us be-
yond is due to its practically. Generations to
come will be able to follow in our democratic
footsteps, just as we have been following our
ancestors’ paths as far back as the founding
days. Why? Because democracy is easily ap-
plicable to a daily life. The process of elect-
ing officials and making decisions based
upon majority vote can be seen from the cap-
ital to the classroom. The right to ‘‘Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness’’ is
something not just penned in the Constitu-
tion, but is also a motto for daily life. The
ability to still apply democracy some 2,600
years after its origin in Greece only stands
as proof that it is a form of government sta-
ble enough to lead us beyond the realms of
today and into tomorrow.

In conclusion, democracy is both a form of
government and an ideal. Our country has
been built and has grown as a result of this
plan we call democracy. I believe that de-
mocracy is a way of life above and beyond
any other man-made plan, and I am proud
our country subscribes to this mode of self-
government and equality for all.
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
announce the introduction of the Amateur
Radio Volunteer Services Act of 1997. Similar
to a unanimously accepted amendment I of-
fered last year to the FCC reauthorization bill
in the Commerce Committee, this bill would
help protect the personal liability of volunteer
amateur radio operators while performing du-
ties on behalf of the Federal Government.

Amateur radio operators are self-regulated,
with volunteer operators monitoring the air-
waves for violations and administering licens-
ing exams. This volunteer corps saves count-
less hours of staff time and resources for the
Federal Communications Commission [FCC];
however, because they are not Federal em-
ployees, they put their personal assets at risk
in the event of actions taken against them as
a result of their volunteer service to the Gov-
ernment.

It is simply unfair that these volunteers who
are saving the Government time and re-
sources should have to risk their personal as-
sets in carrying out their service. The Amateur
Radio Volunteer Services Act would classify
those individuals donating their time and ex-
pertise to maintaining the quality of the ama-
teur radio airwaves as Federal employees only
for the purpose of actions taken against them
in the performance of their duties as self-regu-
lators. This action will ensure the continued vi-

ability of the amateur radio community and
continue to save the FCC and the Federal
Government time and money that would other-
wise need to be expended.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this worthy legislation.
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great

joy to extend my congratulations to the Spring-
field Lions Club, one of the most prestigious
organizations in my district, who will celebrate
their 50th anniversary on March 29, 1997.
With this in mind, I take this opportunity to
enter the history of the club into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

In the Spring of 1947 a member of the
Springfield Lions Club invited a group of men
from Sixteen Acres to a meeting in the old
brick schoolhouse on the corner of Parker St.
and Old Acre Rd. At the meeting he described
the purpose of a Lions Club and what being
a member would entail. Fifty-three men signed
up that day and a Lions Club was formed in
Sixteen Acres.

The Sixteen Acres Lions Club was orga-
nized April 25, 1947 and was chartered June
18th. Charter Night was held at Belli’s with
many members from other Lions Clubs in at-
tendance.

Meetings were held for a short time in the
schoolhouse with a caterer providing the
meals. The meetings were later held for long
periods in Belli’s and Foster Memorial Church
and for brief periods at various area res-
taurants. While meeting in the original Foster
Church building the members meals were pre-
pared by their wives at home and then
brought to the meeting. Meetings are not held
at Church in the Acres.

When the Club was formed a public dump
existed where Duggan Jr. High now stands.
Many people apparently found it more conven-
ient to dump their rubbish at the side of the
road. Under pressure from the Lions Club they
had the rubbish removed.

In the 1950’s the club purchased a motion
picture projector and screen and for several
years movies were shown on Saturday after-
noons in an upstairs room of the old school-
house. the purpose was to give the younger
children a place to go during the winter
months. A charge of ten cents was made to
help defray the cost of the film. It should be
noted, however, that no child was turned away
due to lack of a dime.

The Lions Orthoptic Clinic was originated in
1951 by the late Russell Koch, a past presi-
dent of the Sixteen Acres Lions Club, who,
with the approval of the club, enlisted the aid
of other clubs in the district to get it organized.
The clinic offers treatment of eye problems
which have been referred to local ophthalmol-
ogists. A charge is made according to the pa-
tients ability to pay.

A sport program was organized under the
direction of Fred Hoarle. He was successful in
developing a number of teams and getting
area men to coach them. The program was
expanded to include soccer, softball, and bas-
ketball as well as the baseball teams. For sev-
eral years the club held a soccer tournament
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