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the refuge system, because H.R. 511 would
also restrict the ability of the wildlife manage-
ment professionals at the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service properly to manage recreational
activities. Hunting, if properly controlled, in an
important tool in the kit of the wildlife man-
ager. However, if not managed properly, it can
rapidly deplete wildlife populations.

The Theodore Roosevelt Wildlife Legacy
Act, on the other hand, reaffirms conservation
as the purpose of the refugee system and es-
tablishes an objective process for evaluating
whether recreational activities are compatible
with wildlife conservation. It recognizes wildlife
dependent recreation, including wildlife obser-
vation, hunting, and fishing, as priority uses of
the system, but ensures that they are subordi-
nate to conservation goals.

While the National Wildlife Refuge System
provides world class opportunities for hunting
and other outdoor recreation, which I support,
the approach taken in H.R. 511 is dead
wrong. The overwhelming majority of visitors
to our wildlife refuges come not to hunt or
trap, but to observe and enjoy nature in other
ways. Yet those who do wish to hunt and fish
enjoy broad access to refuge lands; in fact,
over half of all refuges—comprising more than
90 percent of the system’s acreage—already
permit these recreational uses.

The Theodore Roosevelt Wildlife Legacy Act
provides an effective blueprint to guide the ref-
uge system into the 21st century. This bill en-
sures that all Americans will continue to get a
fair return on their investment in the National
Wildlife Refuge System. It is supported by a
number of major conservation organizations,
including the National Audubon Society, the
Wildlife Society, Defenders of Wildlife, the En-
vironmental Defense Fund, and the Natural
Resources Defense Council. In contrast, H.R.
511 is a solution in search of a problem, and
that solution will undermine 94 years of fish
and wildlife conservation.

In 1903, President Roosevelt had the fore-
sight to set aside a place—a small place—
where wildlife came first. Let us maintain a
place in our increasingly crowded world where
there is room for people, but where wildlife
comes first. That place is the National Wildlife
Refuge System and we should keep it that
way. Support the Theodore Roosevelt Wildlife
Legacy Act.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a truly extraordinary individual,
Fred Kort. Mr. Kort has lived an amazing life;
his story serves as an inspiration to all that
know him. I am honored today to be able to
pay tribute to this man, as recognition is long
overdue.

Mr. Kort was born in Germany just before
Adolf Hitler came to power. In 1938, his family
was deported from southern Germany to Po-
land, and Fred was forced to continue his ele-
mentary school education at the American
ORT Program in Poland. Things changed
drastically with the outbreak of war as the
family was separated and Fred and his brother
were forced into the Lodz ghetto. In 1940,

Fred escaped the Lodz Ghetto and made his
way to Warsaw where he was reunited with
his father. However, a short time later, he was
forced into the Falenti labor camp. He toiled in
the camp for 19 months, only to return to the
Warsaw Ghetto where he was again captured
and a few weeks later taken to Treblinca.
Upon arriving at Treblinca, 90 percent of the
individuals were immediately exterminated.
Remarkably, Mr. Kort managed to survive in
the camp for over a year.

Eventually, Fred managed to escape from
Treblinca, and joined the Polish underground.
As a member of the resistance he was in-
ducted into the Polish Army. A year later the
war ended, enabling Mr. Kort to return home.
There he reunited with his mother and sister
and found out that his father, brother, and sev-
eral close relatives had not survived the Holo-
caust. In 1947, Fred left Europe for America to
start a new life.

Upon arriving in the United States he
worked and lived in New York as a technician.
Eventually his work led him to relocate to Los
Angeles. In Los Angeles he learned all that he
could about the toy company business and in
1969 opened the Imperial Toy Co.

Mr. Kort always has been generous with his
time as well as his money supporting various
philanthropic charities. Fred’s history of giving
ranges from shipping toys to children left
homeless by Hurricane Andrew to being an
original founder of the U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum in Washington, DC. Indeed his
work in preserving the memory of the Holo-
caust has been exemplary.

The memory of the Holocaust has never
been far from the heart and mind of Fred Kort.
From his role in testifying at five Nazi war
crime trials, to helping build museums in
Washington and Los Angeles, Mr. Kort has
worked to ensure that the knowledge of what
happened will not be lost on future genera-
tions. Mr. Kort’s life is a testament to the en-
during nature of the human spirit as the
strength of a lifetime was built from the ashes
of hatred. Indeed one can say with certainty
that America, and indeed the world, is a better
place with Mr. Kort in it.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, Mr. BERMAN
and I are honored today to pay tribute to two
of our dearest friends—Betty and Larry Fish-
er—for whom political activism is an abiding
passion and a participatory sport. Betty and
Larry are model good citizens, who have for
decades offered freely of their time and every
resource to advance the many good causes
they have espoused.

Betty began her political career in the early
1960’s, coordinating major events for Senators
Hubert Humphrey and TED KENNEDY. She has
been at it ever since. Among the positions in
which she has served are Business Manager
for the Robert Kennedy for President Cam-
paign Committee; member of the Los Angeles

County Regional Planning Commission and,
from 1991–95, Chief of Staff for Los Angeles
City Councilwoman Ruth Galanter.

Larry has combined an extensive political
background with a highly successful and dis-
tinguished business career. As chairman of
Braun Ketchum, Los Angeles, Larry provided
guidance to many of the country’s most influ-
ential corporations, including Transamerica
Occidental Life, GTE, and Great Western Fi-
nancial. He also made time to serve as Exec-
utive Director of the California Democratic
Party and continues to be heavily involved in
political activities.

Larry is also a guiding force in community
service. He is a trustee of the Norris Cancer
Institute and Research Center, a director of
the Shelter Partnership and a member of both
the World Affairs Council and the Public Rela-
tions Society of America.

Among the most impressive thing about
Larry and Betty Fisher is that their marriage
has thrived in spite of the fact that he grad-
uated from USC and she from UCLA. Indeed,
we both cut our political teeth working along-
side Betty in Young Democrats at UCLA. Larry
and Betty’s enormous political skill enabled
them to survive even this intense interscholas-
tic rivalry.

Seriously, Betty and Larry are among the
world’s most delightful human beings. They
are charming, intelligent, and just great fun.

We ask our colleagues to join us today in
saluting Betty and Larry Fisher, whose friend-
ship and wisdom have been of the greatest
value to us over the years. Their sense of
commitment and dedication to making this a
better world is an inspiration to us all. They
are moving to a neighborhood some distance
from us, and we will miss seeing them often.
We send them off, however, with our greatest
affection and wishes of continued happiness
and success.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
pleasures of serving in this legislative body is
the opportunity we occasionally get to ac-
knowledge publicly the outstanding citizens of
our Nation.

I rise today to honor a distinguished resident
of my district, Ms. Ann Barbaro. In an inde-
pendent and bold move, Ms. Barbaro started
a paper called Straight Talk, to report on news
and events in the local community of Rock-
away, Queens. It operated successfully for lit-
tle over a year before it was forced to close
its doors. The paper was to serve as a vehicle
to educate the residents of her neighborhood.
Today I would like to commend her initiative to
improve and uplift her community through this
paper. Ms. Barbaro has remained very in-
volved in civic matters in the community and
I expect her to do so for a long time to come.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this mo-
ment to ask my colleagues in the U.S. House
of Representatives to join me in honoring Ms.
Barbaro for her commitment to improving the
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quality of life in her community and for her so-
cial activism. Thank you Ms. Barbaro.
f
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Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I stand today to
recognize and pay tribute to my friend and
hero, former St. Louis Cardinals outfielder Curt
Flood, who died on January 20, 1997.

In addition to this status as professional
baseball player, Curt will be remembered as
the man responsible for bringing collective
bargaining to professional baseball. He took
his case of free-agency all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court. In his renowned letter to
former baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn,
Curt Flood eloquently articulated his well-
founded reasons and encouraged future pro-
fessional players to fight diligently for their
rights.

Curt Flood was a great humanitarian. He
devoted his time and resources to numerous
philanthropic causes. On my desk in my con-
gressional office, there sits an award, an old
bronzed shoe, from Aunts and Uncles, and or-
ganization which Curt Flood helped fund to
provide shoes to needy children in the St.
Louis area. Each time I look at that shoe, I am
reminded of what a great man Curt Flood was.

I remember as if it were yesterday instead
of 1961 that Curt, my cousin Arthur, and I
spent several days and nights painting carica-
tures on the walls and ceiling of my Glow
Worm cocktail lounge.

There are times when we forget the wonder-
ful contributions that professional athletes
make to mankind. The spotlight can be so
blinding that we only remember their home
runs, three-pointers, or touchdowns. Very sel-
dom do we remember them for the work they
do outside of their profession. That is why I
submit to our colleagues Curt Flood’s story as
reported in the January 23, 1997, St. Louis
American newspaper and a copy of his letter
to Commissioner Bowie Kuhn regarding his
free agency status.
[From the St. Louis American, Jan. 23, 1997]

CHAMPION OF PRINCIPLE—FORMER CARDINAL
CURT FLOOD DEAD AT 59

(By Alvin A. Reid)

LOS ANGELES—Curt Flood used his athletic
talent to help make the St. Louis Cardinals
two-time world champions and then used his
conviction to change major league baseball.

Flood died of throat cancer on Monday in
Los Angeles, two days after his 59th birth-
day.

His dramatic stand against baseball’s re-
serve clause ended his tenure in St. Louis in
1970. However, before he moved to Spain to
further his budding artistic career, he had a
profound impact on the St. Louis commu-
nity.

‘‘Curt Flood and former St. Louis football
Cardinal lineman Ernie McMillan helped
fund the Aunts & Uncles organization and
their mission was to see to it that all kids in
the city had good shoes,’’ said Bennie Rod-
gers, American executive editor. ‘‘They would
have the shoe give-a-way at Christmas and
Easter and give thousands of kids shoes,
they would pay for it.’’

Rodgers said the shoe give-a-way became a
weekly event and was headquartered at the

current location of the American offices at
4144 Lindell Blvd.

When traded to the Philadelphia Phillies,
Flood refused to go. He petitioned to Com-
missioner Bowie Kuhn that the current sys-
tem was akin to slavery and that it violated
antitrust laws. The commissioner refused
Flood’s request for free agency. He sat out of
baseball in 1970 while legally battling the
ruling. He returned to baseball in 1971 as a
member of the Washington Senators, but
lasted just 13 games. After one game he
found a black funeral wreath at his locker.

The commissioner refused Flood’s case,
which eventually reached the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1972 where he lost his lawsuit. How-
ever, in 1975 an arbitrator granted free agen-
cy to two players, and permanently diluted
the reserve clause and led to creation of the
free-agent system still used today.

[From the St. Louis American, Jan. 23, 1997]
CURT FLOOD’S FAMOUS LETTER, A SIGNATURE

DOCUMENT

(By Barry Cooper)
On the day that Martin Luther King was

being honored, yet another famous African-
American passed on. Curt Flood, who pio-
neered free agency by challenging baseball’s
long-standing reserve clause in the early
1970’s, died in Los Angeles Jan. 20 after a bat-
tle with throat cancer. He was 59.

Here’s the famous letter Flood wrote to
then baseball commissioner Bowie Kuhn.
That letter—and his subsequent lawsuit—
forced baseball to adopt what has now be-
come free agency.

December 24, 1969
Mr. Bowie K. Kuhn, Commissioner of Base-

ball, 680 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York
10019.

After twelve years in the Major Leagues, I
do not feel I am a piece of property to be
bought and sold irrespective of my wishes. I
believe that any system which produces that
result violates my basic rights as a citizen
and is inconsistent with the laws of the Unit-
ed States and of the sovereign States.

It is my desire to play baseball in 1970, and
I am capable of playing. I have received a
contract offer from the Philadelphia Club,
but I believe I have the right to consider of-
fers from other clubs before making any de-
cisions. I, therefore, request that you make
known to all Major League Clubs my feelings
in this matter, and advise them of my avail-
ability for the 1970 season.

Sincerely Yours, Curt Flood.
Flood sat out the 1970 season and took the

case to court. A deal was worked out in 1971
that sent him to the Washington Senators,
but he played only 33 games and retired.
Later, other players were able to take advan-
tage of the free agency that he had fought so
hard for.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, it’s a day of bib-
lical proportions—Congress debates the Ten
Commandments and Charlton Heston pre-
pares to present the staff he used as Moses
to Mickey Mouse. The theater of the absurd
becomes reality on the Hill and off.

I walk through the valley of congressional
hypocrisy and take spiritual inventory of the

less than holy works of my colleagues on wel-
fare. Without trying to upstage Moses, I offer
the following principles for consideration:

Treasure the children. Thou shalt not
prioritize money above them.

Thous shall not take the status of legal
immigrants in vain.

Thou shall not willfully push over 1 mil-
lion children into poverty.

Thou shall not deny disability payments to
over 260,000 of the poorest children of our na-
tion.

Thou shall not bear false witness to over
800,000 elderly legal immigrants by terminat-
ing Medicaid and SSI assistance.

Thou shall not deceive our nation’s gov-
ernors, forced to bear the burden of a disinte-
grated safety net and an evaporated entitle-
ment, with the false prophecies of bonus pay-
ments and block grants.

Thou shall not disgrace a nation in a time
of widening gaps of wealth under the guise of
reform.

If Members look to the Bible for justification
of their actions, they would profit from the
book of Job:

Do you limit wisdom to yourself? What do
you know that we do not know? What in-
sights do you have that we do not have? The
gray-haired and the aged are on our side,
men even older than your father. Why has
your heart carried you away, and why do
your eyes flash, so that you vent your rage
against the meek, the humble, the poor of
our nation? Job 15:8–13.

f
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Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, religious
freedom is once again under attack in our
country. In my neighboring State of Alabama,
the recent controversy over the Ten Com-
mandments highlights the contempt that some
people in our country have for religious free-
dom.

Alabama Circuit Court Judge Ray Moore
opens each session of his courtroom with a
prayer. The Ten Commandments hang on the
walls of his court. Once again, the ACLU is
saying that it is a terrible thing for the basis of
our laws to be displayed in a court of law. I
am proud to join with so many of my col-
leagues and Alabama’s Governor Fob James
in supporting Judge Moore’s right to display
the Ten Commandments.

The Ten Commandments are a symbol of
our past and a hope for our future. They are
the foundational elements of our history, herit-
age, and laws. Tradition is said to be ‘‘nothing
but the acknowledgment of the authority of
symbols and the relevance of the narratives
that gave birth to them.’’ We have many such
symbols and traditions in this Nation. We have
biblical symbols in the Supreme Court, ‘‘In
God We Trust’’ is inscribed here in the Cham-
ber of the House and on every piece of U.S.
currency and in addition each day of Congress
opens with a prayer. Clearly, our country was
founded upon religious principles. Unfortu-
nately, some believe freedom of religion
means freedom from religion.

On September 17, 1796, George Washing-
ton gave his farewell address saying, ‘‘Of all
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