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produced in the Philippines when she was ap-
plying for the said job in Saipan. During the
interview with Katrina it was in fact learned
that she wanted to do nude dancing, and her
mother encouraged her to do so to support
her family.’’

The CNMI official report also stated: ‘‘The
allegation that one of the club owners worked
for the CNMI government is untrue. It should
be noted that all the club employees and its
owners are Philippine citizens. The Northern
Marianas could have filed charges against the
owner, as well as have both owners and com-
plainant charged with immigration fraud. The
CNMI DoL did not take further action after
having been informed by U.S. Government of-
ficials that they themselves would prosecute
the owners under further child labor law.’’ I am
told that the CNMI government will file
charges after the Federal case is completed
depending on its outcome.

I intend to seek further information on mat-
ters as reported by the Reader’s Digest au-
thor—and I would hope that a fair minded per-
son like Congressman ABERCROMBIE would
accompany me early next year if, and when,
we can both work a visit into our schedule—
a visit that would not involve the expenditure
of any American tax dollars. He has indicated
that he will check his schedule and be open
to full information.

I have high regard for the CNMI officials.
Saipan, and the rest of the CNMI, are very im-
portant to the United States, and are very
loyal to the United States and very strategic to
the United States. We should support their en-
tire leadership, and help them to address the
problems set out in the Reader’s Digest arti-
cle. They are entitled to accurate and verified
reporting—and a chance to correct any such
tragedies as reflected by the ‘‘Katrina’’ story—
true or untrue.
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
the members of the Pasadena-Bay Area Jun-
ior Forum for the many contributions they
have made to our community, especially to
helping disabled people in East Harris County,
TX. I am pleased to join the city of Pasadena
as they pay tribute to the Forum on November
25, 1997, at an event appropriately themed
‘‘Goals Through Challenge.’’

The Pasadena-Bay Area Junior Forum was
organized in 1961 to promote greater interest
among women in civic, educational, and phil-
anthropic fields. While forum members have
provided volunteer work and financial support
for many community activities, from schools to
nursing homes, over the years they have
come to focus on helping disabled people
make the most of their lives. Forum members
have devoted more than 33,000 hours to serv-
ing mentally and physically disabled individ-
uals in our community.

In their very first year, forum members vol-
unteered in special education classes for men-
tally retarded children. The next year, they
helped to develop the opportunity center,
which provided classes for mentally retarded

children unable to attend public schools. In
1971, the forum purchased an acre of land
with the dream of building an education center
for the mentally retarded, and on August 21,
1979, the dream became a reality with the for-
mal dedication of the Pasadena Junior Forum,
Inc., Education Center. In 1980, a country
store was established at the education center
with a workshop to provide incentives for
learning and development. In 1986, the Forum
received a U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development grant to build two residen-
tial facilities for mentally retarded adults, which
were opened in 1988 under the name ‘‘Wichita
Cottages, Inc.’’ Through these various efforts,
the forum is providing independent living train-
ing that gives individuals the tools they need
to reach their full potential. Through their de-
voted service, the women of the Pasadena-
Bay Area Junior Forum have made a tremen-
dous impact in the lives of disabled people
throughout our community.

Today, the Pasadena-Bay Area Junior
Forum continues to serve the community in a
variety of ways. They have provided support
for many community projects, including Texas
Special Olympics, puppet presentations to
educate children about disabilities, scholar-
ships to San Jacinto College, and sponsoring
and volunteering in programs at the city of
Pasadena Multipurpose Recreation Center,
where the November 25 tribute will be held.

Because of the creativity, caring, and hard
work of its members, the Pasadena-Bay Area
Junior Forum has grown in significance over
the years. Each member of the PBAJF under-
stands the importance of community, that it
thrives on involvement and starves from apa-
thy. They understand that it is our govern-
ment, our schools, our churches, and our
neighborhoods we make better when we take
the time to get involved. They understand that,
when we take an hour, a day, or a week to
give back to our communities, the effects are
felt for much longer.

I commend the good work of the Pasadena-
Bay Area Junior Forum and their efforts to
make a difference in the lives of disabled peo-
ple and many others in our community. They
are examples for all of us.
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Mr. BONO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize
a great partnership that has lasted for 30
years. The partnership between America’s
premier desert resort community and one of
America’s premier transportation companies—
American Airlines. As a longtime resident of
Palm Springs, I was blessed with the oppor-
tunity to serve as mayor, and now am Palm
Springs’ Federal representative in Washington,
DC. During my time in office, I have tried to
help build the opportunities for people to ad-
vance themselves, build economic growth, and
to develop our desert community. During this
time, one of the most important partners in
this effort was American Airlines, and thus I
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
American.

For 30 years, American has proven itself as
a valuable member of our community, good

corporate citizen, and important economic
partner. Its presence at Palm Springs has
grown into a year-round service linking the
desert communities with hundreds of cities
throughout the U.S. and around the globe.
Local tourism and business have benefited
greatly. In turn, we have grown our own oasis
out of a desert.

Palm Springs is fortunate and proud to have
American Airlines air service, and we con-
gratulate American for assisting Palm Springs
and the desert community grow into the excit-
ing destination it is for a healthy vacation and
business environment. This milestone is im-
portant and I ask you not to celebrate it for
merely the service that we have enjoyed but
also for the limitless opportunities it promises
for the future of our desert communities.
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to pay tribute to the ERA Real Estate
brokers, agents and staff members across the
country who have dedicated their time and en-
ergy to the Muscular Dystrophy Association for
twenty years.

With its headquarters in my home state of
New Jersey, ERA Real Estate, and its parent
company HFS Inc., has truly made a dif-
ference in the lives of Jerry’s Kids. Since
1977, ERA has been the sole corporate spon-
sor of MDA from the real estate industry. Ac-
cording to MDA National Chairman Jerry
Lewis: ‘‘ERA brokers and other caring individ-
uals are the reason MDA is making rapid
progress toward treatments and cures for 40
neuromuscular diseases. I’m proud to have
ERA on our team.’’

ERA Real Estate founder and then Presi-
dent Jim Jackson chose MDA because of its
commitment to the people it served. In 1978,
ERA created its first national fundraising
event, ‘‘MDA Day in May,’’ and challenged all
ERA offices to do something for MDA on the
same day. This tradition continues and, each
year, ERA offices gather to support MDA dur-
ing May. To help people with neuromuscular
diseases, ERA members have raised nearly
$25 million to send hundreds of children and
adults to MDA summer camps, provide leg
braces and wheelchair assistance, and help
fund the research that found the genes that
cause the two most severe forms of childhood
dystrophy.

Through its commitment to community, ERA
and its brokers and agents, have dem-
onstrated there is more to real estate than
buying and selling homes. Building community
is what ERA has been doing for 25 years, and
by supporting MDA, ERA is using the strength
of those communities to fight against neuro-
muscular disease. However, ERA’s relation-
ship with MDA goes beyond raising money to
support the organization. It is about helping
children and adults with neuromuscular dis-
eases who need a little extra time, energy and
support from others. Together, MDA and cor-
porations like ERA help ‘‘Jerry’s Kids’’ live
longer, more productive lives.
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In our fast-paced world, living up to commit-

ments is not always easy, and few relation-
ships between corporate entities and commu-
nity service organizations stand the test of
time. The changing priorities and bottom-line
demands of business can be harmful to the
best of intentions. That is what makes the
ERA/MDA bond so special. ERA has set a
standard in corporate community service and
in doing so has set an admirable example for
the children of our Nation. So, Mr. Speaker, I
ask my colleagues to join me as I salute ERA
Real Estate for their 20 years of hard work
and commitment on behalf of individuals with
muscular dystrophy.
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Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to join my colleagues in the House in support-
ing the fiscal year 1998 energy and water de-
velopment appropriations conference agree-
ment, and I applaud Chairman MCDADE and
the ranking member of the subcommittee VIC
FAZIO, for their work to finalize this appropria-
tions bill.

This conference agreement provides funding
for the Department of Energy [DOE], and I
want to take this opportunity to highlight one
important investment this bill makes at DOE.
The Department of Energy supports scientists
and experimental facilities at universities and
national laboratories around the country that
conduct basic research in important scientific
disciplines—including materials and chemical
sciences, biological, and environmental
sciences, and high energy and nuclear phys-
ics. In my home State of Illinois, the Fermi Na-
tional Accelerator Laboratory and Argonne Na-
tional Laboratory are outstanding examples of
the kind of facilities and scientists that are
supported by this bill through the DOE.

It is important to underscore that for the
chemical and physical sciences, the DOE is
as important as the National Institutes of
Health [NIH] and the National Science Foun-
dation [NSF] are to other research disciplines.
DOE has a long history of supporting impor-
tant basic research, and I note with some in-
terest that this conference agreement recog-
nizes DOE’s critical role in our national invest-
ment in fundamental research by giving a new
collective name to these programs, called sim-
ply the science account. I urge my colleagues
to support this science account because, like
our investments in NSF and NIH, these are
dollars that help build our future by supporting
the people and facilities that conduct fun-
damental research.

The research portfolio supported through
DOE’s science account, including high energy
physics, has been under significant budget
pressure in recent years and funding had
gradually eroded. Unlike NSF and NIH, the
basic research programs at DOE have not
seen even modest increases in recent years
and are losing ground to inflation. While I sup-
port the funding levels provided in this con-
ference agreement, I call on the administration
to strengthen these programs as it works to

put together its fiscal year 1999 budget. The
administration must keep the science account
strong, and I believe that the public and the
Congress will support these programs at high-
er levels.

At Fermilab, scientists from around the
country operate the world’s highest-energy
particle accelerator and only hadron collider.
The experimental devices at Fermilab are op-
erated as user facilities which allow research-
ers from all over the world to come to the lab
to conduct their research. For 30 years now,
Fermilab has been the center of research and
discovery in high energy physics, the place
where the top quark, the smallest known ele-
ment of matter, was first observed. The fund-
ing provided in this bill will continue to keep
Fermilab and the United States at the cutting
edge of high energy physics for the next dec-
ade.

This bill provides funding for a portion of the
U.S. contribution to the Large Hadron Collider
[LHC], a facility that is being planned for con-
struction in Europe. This past year, the Con-
gress worked with the administration to ensure
that our contribution to this device is appro-
priate and fair, that American scientists have
an appropriate role in the research agenda for
the device, and that American taxpayers are
protected. I am satisfied with the efforts to en-
sure that we have the strongest possible inter-
national agreement knowing that scientific dis-
covery is a global enterprise.

The Department of Energy is a large agency
with a complex set of missions. We are all
stakeholders in the success of DOE in its criti-
cal missions, including science and tech-
nology, and I look forward to working on the
myriad of issues facing DOE in the months
ahead.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to bring to my colleagues attention
an important piece of legislation that Con-
gressman ROBERT L. EHRLICH, JR., of Mary-
land and I recently introduced to ensure that
our veterans who are receiving disability bene-
fits are not discriminated against when they
apply for housing benefits.

Our bill, H.R. 2820, the Helping America’s
Veterans With Disabilities Act of 1997, is a
very simple measure which would exempt vet-
erans disability benefits from consideration
when applying for the benefits provided by the
Department of Housing and Urban Affairs
[HUD]. Although disability benefits can never
fully compensate those veterans who have
sacrificed for our country, they are a small
step toward repaying the debt we owe them.
This is why Federal and State income taxes
are not deducted from disability benefits. Like-
wise, we believe disability benefits should also
not be taken into consideration when a vet-
eran with a disability applies for section 8 or
other housing benefits.

Across the political spectrum, there are
many different opinions as to the proper role
of Government. Regardless of your party affili-

ation, I hope that my colleagues will share our
strong concurrence that veterans with disabil-
ities deserve our help. As you know, veterans
with disabilities face many challenges every
day. For example, many veterans with disabil-
ities must overcome employment discrimina-
tion and transportation obstacles, while trying
to provide a decent standard of living for
themselves and their families. Unfortunately,
some veterans reside in public housing and
have difficulty making ends meet. Many other
veterans with disabilities are denied eligibility
for housing assistance because of the disabil-
ity benefits they receive.

As the International Union of Gospel Mis-
sions reported this week, one in three men at
homeless shelters are veterans. With an esti-
mated 250,000 homeless veterans in our
country—one-third of the total—this legislation
is the least we can do. I believe that H.R.
2820 is consistent with the philosophy of help-
ing those who cannot always help themselves,
especially when that person has sacrificed for
this country.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would urge my col-
leagues to join us in showing their support for
the many veterans who have sacrificed so
much for our country’s freedom of cosponsor-
ing H.R. 2820.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, the United
States had just come out of two world wars
and was on the brink of a new era. The future
was boundless. The military had discovered
the value of a new technology, a technology
that demanded a new branch of our Armed
Forces. Fifty years ago, on September 18,
1947, Stuart Symington took the oath of office
as the first Secretary of the U.S. Air Force,
thus the beginning of a golden legacy.

For the last 50 years, the men and women
of the Air Force have carried on the dreams
and vision of millions of aviators who have
gone before them. It is for these aviators that
I would like to take this opportunity to not only
recognize this golden anniversary, but to thank
those who have helped us come this far. It is
hard to believe in today’s skies where our
planes fly over Bosnia, Iraq, Korea, and the
world that the first aviation occurred 89 years
ago.

The Air Force roots go deeper than the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947. They extend all
the way back to 1907. That year the Army
Signal Corps formed an aeronautical division.
In 1908 the first military aviation flight occurred
at Fort Myer, VA, just miles from this very
spot. The Wright Brothers delivered their first
plane to the aeronautical division that next
year. On July 18, 1914, Congress ordered the
Army to establish an aviation section of the
Signal Corps. A few weeks later, Europe
erupted into World War I.

In response to criticism of the American air-
craft effort, President Woodrow Wilson created
the Army Air Service and placed it directly
under the War Department on May 24, 1918.
By the time of the armistice in November
1918, the Air Service had grown to more than
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