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with Mexico’s market bigger than Japan’s;
that the North American economy is fore-
cast to grow by 3.5 percent this year, higher
than the other industrialized countries of
the world; or that all those predictions of a
‘‘giant sucking sound’’ of jobs leaving the
United States have not come true.

Despite all the doom and gloom fears that
trade expansion will destroy jobs, the obvi-
ous fact is that trade has helped to create
millions of new, higher-paying jobs, driving
the U.S. unemployment rate to the lowest
level in nearly a quarter of a century.

Last week’s Labor Department unemploy-
ment report showed the jobless rate falling
to 4.7 percent, flattened by the creation of an
astonishing 284,000 jobs in October alone.
Since 1993 the U.S. economy has created
more than 13.5 million new jobs. ‘‘Clearly,
NAFTA has not hurt the U.S. economy,’’
trade analyst Rebecca Reynolds Bannister
writes in a study for the Progressive Policy
Institute.

And contrary to the Gephardt-Bonior-
Sanders disinformation campaign that the
United States is losing higher-paying manu-
facturing jobs, the most robust job gains last
month were in manufacturing. Half the 54,000
jobs in this sector alone were in machinery,
transportation and construction. Big U.S.
companies like Boeing have hired 32,000
workers in the last 18 months and will add
another 11,000 jobs to its factory lines. Other
companies like Caterpillar were expanding
their payrolls to keep up with mounting ex-
ports to Latin America.

Rather than worry about losing jobs, the
biggest complaint among U.S. business lead-
ers in the country today is the lack of labor,
qualified or otherwise.

But too little or none of this is getting re-
ported to the American people. One reason is
an abysmal level of ignorance in much of the
news media and in Congress about trade and
the global economy. An otherwise intelligent
editor of a major newspaper recently told me
that ‘‘America doesn’t make much of any-
thing anymore.’’

This common perception, wholly untrue,
reflects what many Americans think of the
U.S. economy. Combined with the belief that
imports destroy jobs and a misunderstanding
about the global economy’s benefits, this is
what is now driving so much of the public
mistrust about NAFTA and other trade
deals.

The truth is we will begin losing jobs if we
don’t negotiate lower trade barriers abroad
because U.S. companies will move plants to
these countries to avoid paying import tar-
iffs.

But the myth of U.S. deindustrialization
goes on despite all the evidence against it.
Our gross domestic product, the measure of
all the goods and services we produce, stands
at nearly $8 trillion, bigger than any nation
on Earth. If you want to see what America
makes, look at the New York Stock Ex-
change listings or the NASDAQ in your local
newspaper. Millions of privately owned busi-
nesses add to the nation’s growth rate, which
was expanding at a 3.5 percent annualized
rate in the third quarter—faster than any
other industrialized nation.

We are the biggest producer of food on the
planet. We are the biggest producer of farm
and industrial machinery, of airplanes, of
computers and of software. At our present
rate of growth, it is quite possible that our
GDP will reach $10 trillion by the beginning
of the next decade.

Americans have produced this level of
GDP. But because we produce more products
and services than we can possibly buy our-
selves, we sell the rest in global markets.
And those sales have been a major factor in
our robust job-creation rate that is higher
than any industrialized nation on Earth.

Mr. Clinton complained this week that
‘‘this is no-brainer.’’ Trade has not destroyed
jobs, it has created them. U.S. leadership in
the global economy is one of the great suc-
cess stories of the 20th century. Sadly, the
U.S. business community had done a very
poor job of promoting this story to its work-
ers, to Congress and to the media.

Mr. Clinton deserves a lot of the blame for
not beginning early enough to get the votes
needed to pass fast-track. But I think Amer-
ican business is also much to blame for this
week’s setback. Until corporate America
gets into the trenches and begins doing a
better job of combating the demagogues and
educating the country about the benefits of
global trade, we’re going to have even more
trouble getting trade bills through Congress
in the future.
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HONORING MERIDIAN TOWNSHIP’S
VIRGINIA WHITE FOR 25 YEARS
OF PUBLIC SERVICE

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a woman who exemplifies
public service in every sense of the word—Vir-
ginia White.

After serving for 25 years as clerk of Merid-
ian Township, Virginia has decided to step
down from office, leaving a legacy of trust, re-
sponsibility, and dedication.

As clerk, her responsibilities for Meridian
Township included director of elections, keep-
er of records, and voting member on the town-
ship’s policy board. But Virginia was much
more. Virginia gained admiration by always
doing what was best for her community—she
was, and will always be, an outstanding public
servant.

During her 25 years in office, it wasn’t just
what Virginia did, but how she did it. Each re-
sponsibility she held was completed with con-
viction, pride, and the deepest sense of integ-
rity.

One of her largest contributions has been
her work in bringing more people into the polit-
ical process. As president of the Michigan As-
sociation of Clerks, Virginia worked hard to
modernize elections for the public and wrote a
book on how to improve voting in the State of
Michigan. In November 1995, Virginia was ap-
pointed to the Secretary of State’s Election
Advisory Committee, where she made a series
of recommendations to curb duplicate voting
and make voting rules more clear for voters.

I have enjoyed working with Virginia on
many occasions during the past 20 years. I
particularly appreciated our joint efforts to or-
ganize a celebration for the Meridian Town-
ship Sesquicentennial.

Virginia will always be a leader, not only in
Meridian Township, but throughout Michigan. I
thank her for her service and I wish her the
very best in the future.

THE THOMAS M. FOGLIETTA
SUPPORT SITE
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OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 8, 1997, I introduced H.R. 2931, legislation
to redesignate the naval facility located in
Gricignano d’Aversa, Italy, currently known as
the Naples Support Site as the ‘‘Thomas M.
Foglietta Support Site.’’ I respectfully urge my
colleagues to support this bill, which will pay
tribute to a fine Member, who was recently
sworn in as Ambassador to Italy.

Born and raised in Philadelphia, PA, Am-
bassador FOGLIETTA has a long history of
service to his hometown, his State, and his
country. He practiced law for 27 years. First
elected to the Philadelphia City Council in
1955, he was the youngest council member of
a major U.S. city. He held this position until
1975. From 1976 to 1977 Ambassador FOGLI-
ETTA was the representative of the U.S. Sec-
retary of Labor in Pennsylvania under Presi-
dent Gerald Ford. In 1980 he was first elected
to represent Pennsylvania’s First Congres-
sional District and has since won the over-
whelming loyalty of his constituents.

As a Member of Congress, Ambassador
FOGLIETTA sought to protect the industrial base
of his constituents. He fought tenaciously to
keep open the Philadelphia Naval Shipyard, a
facility that once formed the backbone of in-
dustry in the area. Unfortunately, as the facility
was deemed to have become obsolete, an
independent commission set up by Congress
recommended that the base be closed. How-
ever, Ambassador FOGLIETTA would not let the
matter rest. In an effort to make the best of
the situation, TOM fought to secure Federal
funding for defense conversion. He wanted to
ensure that his hometown would be able to
shift its industrial base, and to preserve its
economic vitality.

Now, our friend and colleague is taking his
career in another direction. Last month, he
was confirmed by the Senate as the next Unit-
ed States Ambassador to Italy. However, for-
eign affairs is not a new interest for Ambas-
sador FOGLIETTA. During the 1980’s Ambas-
sador FOGLIETTA was one of the leading advo-
cates of democratic reforms in South Korea.
He has also participated in efforts to restore
the democratically elected regime of Haiti. In
Congress his committee assignments involved
work related to international relations and na-
tional security. He was appointed to the Ap-
propriations Committee in 1993 and has
served on its Subcommittee on Foreign Oper-
ations. As a member of this subcommittee he
has served as a leading advocate for U.S. as-
sistance to promote free markets and demo-
cratic reforms in the newly independent states
of the former Soviet Union.

More than 10 years ago Ambassador FOGLI-
ETTA visited the Navy’s facilities around
Naples and was disturbed by the conditions
he saw there. Following this visit he worked
with the Navy and Congress to build new fa-
cilities for U.S. forces. H.R. 2931 is a fitting
tribute to our former colleague, in light of his
efforts on behalf of our troops and his new po-
sition as U.S. Ambassador to Italy.

I would like to wish the best as he assumes
his new responsibilities. I hope my colleagues
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will join me in honoring the work that he has
done for the city of Philadelphia, here in Con-
gress and the work that he will continue to do
on behalf of our country as Ambassador to
Italy. I urge all of my colleagues to support
H.R. 2931, to redesignated the naval facility
located in Gricignano d’Aversa, Italy, currently
known as the Naples Support Site, as the
‘‘Thomas M. Foglietta Support Site.’’
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

call your attention to Perez Council #262 of
the Knights of Columbus as they celebrate
their 100th year of promoting the ideals of
Columbianism in Passaic, NJ. The entire com-
munity has benefitted from the principles of
this order, namely charity, unity, fraternity, and
patriotism.

On September 7, 1897, a small group of
Catholic laymen met with the Reverend John
A. Shepherd to form what would eventually
become the Perez Council #262, Knights of
Columbus, Passaic, NJ. The founders quickly
became pillars of the religious and civic com-
munity. The names Ryan, Bowes, Driscoll,
Gallagher, Galvin, Whelan, Cogan, and Bur-
goyne still elicit fond memories from the older
gentlemen of the Passaic members of the
Knights of Columbus.

Through good times and bad, the Council
has provided the moral leadership for the sur-
rounding community. During the Depression
era, the Passaic Knights of Columbus lost
their home on Hoover Avenue and Washing-
ton Place. Yet, their spirit was kept alive by a
number of dedicated members, who continued
to meet regularly in the building they once
called their own. Happily, in March 1947, with
the help of His Excellency The Most Reverend
Thomas H. McLaughlin, and our Chaplain, the
Right Reverend Monsignor William V. Dunn,
the Passaic Knights once again found them-
selves on firm financial footing, with a home of
their own.

The Perez Council has much to celebrate,
including a long and distinguished record of
leadership in the field of religious activity. In
1912, the Council leapt into the fledgling field
of the Retreat Movement, sponsoring trips to
areas in New York and New Jersey for medi-
tation. They have played a pioneering role in
attempting to bridge the gap between the
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox
Churches. In 1956, the Council held its Annual
Communion Breakfast in the Parish Hall of the
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Church of the Eastern
Rite.

The members of the Council have also dis-
tinguished themselves in service to our coun-
try. During the First World War, sixty-eight
brothers were in the Armed Forces. Twenty-
eight answered the call during the Second
World War. Others served during the Korean
War and the conflict in Vietnam. Many broth-
ers continue to serve, giving up their time to
assist injured Catholic veterans and help these
veterans attend mass in the East Orange Vet-
eran’s Hospital.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, and the entire Passaic area in con-

gratulating Perez Council #262 of the Knights
of Columbus on one hundred years of serving
the spiritual needs of the community.
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Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
recognize the James L. Gamble family as the
Northeast El Paso Family of the Year for
1996. Jim and Flo Gamble moved to El Paso
in 1967 and have served the El Paso commu-
nity with unmatched dedication ever since. Al-
though Jim Gamble, Sr., passed away last
year, the family has not relented in their pur-
suit of improving El Paso and the lives of all
El Pasoans.

The Gambles have been members of High-
land Presbyterian Church for more than 20
years. Jim Gamble, Sr., was a ruling Elder of
the Session and chairman of the Worship
Committee, which oversees worship services,
communion, and supervises the positions of
organist and music director. Flo Gamble is
employed as secretary of Highland Pres-
byterian Church and teaches Sunday School
to Junior High Youth.

Jim Gamble, Sr., served his country in the
U.S. Army for 20 years. After his retirement
from the Army, he worked for 14 years for the
Federal Bureau of Prisons as physician’s as-
sistant at La Tuna Federal Correctional Facility
until he retired again to turn his attention to
community and civic pursuits with a goal of
helping children and young people. He joined
the Northgate Optimist Club and served as
president, vice president, member of the board
of directors, and secretary-treasurer. He was
also active in the probe by Providence Memo-
rial Hospital to bring medical facilities to North-
east El Paso. JIm was an ex-president of the
Northeast Democratic Party and helped to
raise funds for the Reach for a Star Program.

Jim Gamble, Jr., is the current president of
the Northgate Optimist Club and has been
nominated by his club for Lt. Governor of his
district. He works in every area of the club
functions, especially with the Reach for a Star
Program and the Thanksgiving Dinner for
young military men who are away from their
families during the holidays. Jim Gamble, Jr.,
is also a member of the Highland Presbyterian
Church and is currently serving as an Elder
and works with the Fellowship Committee.

I am proud to recognize the entire Gamble
family as the Northeast El Paso Family of the
Year for 1996. On behalf of all El Pasoans, I
would like to commend the Gambles for pro-
viding leadership and dedication in our com-
munity. They are shining beacons of hospi-
tality and vitality, shining as bright as our star
on the mountain.

CONTRAST BETWEEN TWO
LEADERS

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 13, 1997

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, last month the ruler
of Communist China, Jiang Zemin, was wel-
comed to Washington by President Clinton.
During his visit to the United States, Jiang was
defiant in his defense of Communist China’s
appalling record on human rights and its viola-
tions of non-proliferation agreements.

In the aftermath of Jiang’s visit, I was inter-
ested to read the article that appeared on the
front page of The Washington Post on Novem-
ber 8, 1997 relating to the democratically
elected government of the Republic of China
on Taiwan. Having met President Lee Teng-
hui, I know of his deep commitment to demo-
cratic values and respect for human rights.
The contrast between these two leaders could
not be greater and I commend this informative
article to the attention of my colleagues.
LEADER ASSERTS TAIWAN IS ‘‘INDEPENDENT,

SOVEREIGN’’
(By Keith B. Richburg)

TAIPEI, TAIWAN, NOV. 7.—Facing pressure
to renew high-level talks with China, Presi-
dent Lee Teng-hui of Taiwan has taken a de-
fiant stand, ruling out concessions to Beijing
and stating bluntly that Taiwan ‘‘is an inde-
pendent and sovereign country.’’

In an interview at the presidential palace
Thursday, Lee made it clear he is in no
hurry to see Taiwan reunify with China—not
until China ‘‘becomes free, democratic and
has social justice.’’ He said most Taiwanese
prefer the status quo and do not consider
Taiwan to be a province of China, as Beijing
contends.

Lee repeated an offer made in his inau-
gural address last year to travel to China for
a meeting with Chinese President Jiang
Zemin. But he seemed to add a condition: He
would go, he said, only if he were allowed to
speak freely to average Chinese about Tai-
wan’s experience with democracy.

‘‘I’d like to talk to the people. I’d like to
make a speech,’’ he said. ‘‘I’d like to speak
to young university students.’’

The hour-long interview provided Lee’s
first detailed comments to an American
newspaper since Jiang and President Clinton
met last week in Washington. Lee said he is
not worried that the new ‘‘strategic partner-
ship’’ between Washington and Beijing will
jeopardize Taiwan’s interests or change the
island-state’s security relationship with the
United States.

‘‘Taiwan is a symbol of American ideal-
ism,’’ Lee said. ‘‘Freedom, democracy and
human rights—Taiwan is a symbol.’’

In the interview and 11 pages of answers to
written questions, Lee touched on a variety
of topics, from concerns over Taiwanese
business growing too dependent on invest-
ments in China to confidence that Taiwan
will weather the turmoil afflicting East
Asian economies. He said it is premature for
Taiwan to lift its ban on direct shipping and
air links with china. And he said his ruling
Nationalist Party ‘‘never offered funds, nor
has it ever participated in fund–raising ac-
tivities’’ to help American political parties
in recent elections.

Lee also weighed in on the debate over
whether ‘‘Asian values’’ or Western-style lib-
eral democracy is more suited to Asian coun-
tries developing their political systems. Lee
said the talk of Asian having different values
from Westerners is ‘‘nonsense.’’
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