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The walls today stand between the people of
Cuba and freedom and were built by Castro.
Those walls must come down. America must
tear them down. If the United States has to
stand alone against Cuba’s violent dictator-
ship, then so be it.
f
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce a resolution expressing the sense of
Congress that all prejudice against Asian and
Pacific Islander-Americans in the United
States should be condemned, and that Con-
gress should support the political and civic
participation of these Americans through the
United States.

I am introducing the resolution at this time
when Congress is conducting investigations
into possible campaign fundraising violations
during the 1996 campaigns. No one disagrees
that investigations into legitimate campaign
fundraising problems should be conducted or
that any individual or party that may have par-
ticipated in illegal activities should be pros-
ecuted regardless of ethnicity. However, I’m
concerned that the tone set by the congres-
sional investigations into possible campaign fi-
nance violations may increase biased treat-
ment of Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans.

Media coverage of the figures being ques-
tioned, who are of Asian descent, and of al-
leged contributions by Asian nations has cre-
ated a perception that Asian and Pacific Is-
lander-Americans as a group should be
blamed for the problems of campaign fundrais-
ing arising from prohibited from owning prop-
erty. Under the Alien Land Act passed in Cali-
fornia, aliens ineligible to citizenship were pre-
vented from owning land. Other States fol-
lowed suit and enacted similar laws.

Perhaps the most egregious civil rights vio-
lation against Asian or Pacific Islander-Ameri-
cans was the internment of over 120,000 peo-
ple of Japanese descent during World War II.
Two-thirds of them were American citizens.
They were denied their constitutional rights,
forced from their homes, incarcerated in in-
ternment camps, surrounded by barbed wire,
and placed under surveillance of armed
guards. Their allegiance to the United States
was questioned only because they were of
Japanese descent. Not until 1988, when
former Representative Norm Mineta intro-
duced legislation to right this historic injustice,
was an apology made by the U.S. Govern-
ment to those interned during the Second
World War.

Although anti-immigrant laws were later re-
pealed, those interned received a formal apol-
ogy, and significant gains have been made by
the Asian and Pacific Islander community in
the United States, there is still much work to
be done to fight discrimination against these
citizens.

Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans con-
tinue to face racially motivated bigotry and vio-
lence, just as they did when their ancestors
arrived in this country over 150 years ago.

The 1992 report: Civil Rights Issues Facing
Asian Americans in the 1990’s by U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights recounts numerous in-
cidents of bigotry and violence over the last
two decades. The National Asian Pacific
American Legal Consortium’s 1996 Audit of
Violence Against Asian the 1996 elections.
Reporters contacted donors of Asian descent
simply because they were Asian when the
story of possible contributions from Asian na-
tions broke. The media has also used offen-
sive racial stereotypes to depict the fundrais-
ing violation problem. For instance, the March
24, 1997, cover of the National Review de-
picted the President, Vice President, and the
First Lady in Asian dress and stereotypically
racist physical features.

I am also disturbed by stories of congres-
sional activities possibly driven by racial
stereotypes. For instance, by colleague, Rep-
resentative MORAN, described on the floor last
week the story of a constituent who received
a subpoena for the telephone records of his
wife from the House Committee on Govern-
ment Reform and Oversight just because she
has a Chinese surname.

The United States has a long, sordid history
of discrimination against Asian and Pacific Is-
lander-Americans. The Chinese Exclusion Act
of 1882 limited the number of Chinese immi-
grants admitted into the United States. It was
the first and only immigration law in American
history that targeted a specific nationality and
was passed due to growing anti-Chinese sen-
timent created by white laborers competing for
jobs. It wasn’t repealed until 1943.

The Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1908 pro-
hibited Japanese immigration, and the Na-
tional Origins Quota System limited the num-
ber of immigrants from Asian nations.

At the beginning of our Nation, the Found-
ers limited the eligibility for citizenship to free
white persons only. In the early 1900’s, laws
restricting citizenship led to Asian immigrants
being Pacific Americans found an increase of
17 percent of anti-Asian incidents reported for
1996 from the previous year. This is particu-
larly disturbing since violent crimes on the
whole for 1996 decreased by 7 percent.

In recent months, we have seen incidents of
racially motivated violence and harassment to-
ward Asian and Pacific Islander-Americans to
discourage their political participation. Stu-
dents on a University of California campus
protesting the antiaffirmative initiative, propo-
sition 209, received chilling hate calls. Asian
or Pacific Islander-Americans running for politi-
cal offices in California, Ohio, and Washington
reported their campaign materials vandalized
with racial slurs.

Mr. Speaker, the resolution I am introducing
reaffirms the rights of the Pacific Islander-
American community and underscores the
need to protect and advance the civil and con-
stitutional rights of all Americans. I urge my
colleagues to do the same and support this
resolution.
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Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to announce that today my col-

league, SUE KELLY, and I introduced an impor-
tant resolution which recognizes important
findings and makes recommendations on
ways to assist women-opened businesses ob-
tain more Federal procurement opportunities.

On September 25 of this year, we cochaired
an unprecedented bipartisan forum addressing
the vast growth of women-owned firms and
the contrasting poor rate of procurement to
these firms. This was a historic day for women
business owners, for it was the first time that
women business owners have ever convened
on Capitol Hill to share their stories with mem-
bers of the Congressional Caucus on Wom-
en’s Issues.

On that historic day, the problems contribut-
ing to the dismal Federal procurement rate of
1.8 percent to women-owned firms became
painfully clear. Despite the 5 percent Federal
procurement rate goal which Congress estab-
lished in 1994, the procurement rate remains
low because of the lack of access to the Fed-
eral contracting process, the bundling of con-
tracts frequently excluding small women-
owned businesses, the ineffective outreach to
women business owners, the poor and often
incomplete feedback which is provided to busi-
nesses when their bid is not accepted, and the
need for one certification for all women-owned
businesses.

The sense of Congress resolution we have
introduced today is the first step in our plan to
address these problems and ensure that there
is indeed a level and fair playing field for all
business owners. I am fully committed to en-
suring that this goal is met and that women-
owned businesses are given equal opportunity
to obtain a piece of the more than $200 billion
annual procurement pie. Women-owned busi-
nesses are growing at nearly twice the rate of
all other U.S. firms, employ 18.5 million peo-
ple, and produce $2.38 trillion in revenues to
the U.S. economy every year. We simply can-
not allow this discrepancy to continue.

There is a wealth of knowledge and skills
steeped within these women-owned busi-
nesses that we as an economic leader in the
global marketplace cannot afford to ignore.
Today, we take this first step to recognize the
contributions the more than 8 million women-
owned businesses are making to strengthen
our economy. In the coming months, I will
continue to recognize these achievements and
take concrete actions to ensure equality of op-
portunity in obtaining Federal contracts.
f

ELECTRONIC FINANCIAL SERVICES
EFFICIENCY ACT OF 1997

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Saturday, November 8, 1997

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Electronic Financial Services Effi-
ciency Act of 1997. This bill is designed to
provide a uniform nationwide framework to en-
courage the use and validity of electronic au-
thentication.

New forms of electronic communication are
being utilized as an alternative to paper-based
documentation and correspondence. Comput-
ers are now routinely used to initiate and exe-
cute a substantial and growing number of per-
sonal, business, and financial transactions. As
a result, the problem of authenticating the
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identity and the signature of parties using
computers has become a major concern. Un-
less a reliable alternative to written signatures
is acknowledged, the promise of electronic
commerce will not be fully realized.

State legislatures have recognized this
need. At the present time 30 States have en-
acted or have introduced some form of digital
authentication law. Unfortunately, these State
statutes lack uniformity both in scope and ap-
plication. Electronic communications and com-
merce take place on the Internet or elsewhere
in cyberspace. Therefore, State boundaries
have little relevance and conflicting State elec-
tronic authentication laws may ultimately in-
hibit the development of electronic commerce.

The bill I am introducing today is designed
to address the issue of conflicting and confus-
ing developments under current and proposed
State law. The purpose of the Electronic Fi-
nancial Services Efficiency Act of 1997 is
threefold: First, to provide for the recognition
of digital and other forms of authentication as
an alternative to existing paper-based meth-
ods, second, to improve the efficiency and
soundness of the Nation’s capital markets and
payment system, and third, to harmonize the
practices, customs and uses applicable to
electronic authentication on a uniform, nation-
wide basis.

The first goal is accomplished by explicitly
recognizing that all forms of electronic com-
merce that comport with specific, basic statu-
tory standards shall have parity with written
signatures. As a result, they will be considered
valid for all communications with Federal
agencies, U.S. Courts and other instrumental-
ities of the U.S. Government.

In order to minimize confusion and encour-
age uniform national treatment, unless the
laws of a State otherwise expressly provide,
all forms of electronic authentication that com-
port with the Federal statutory standards shall
have the same standing as written signatures
for all legal purposes.

The second goal is met by the establish-
ment of the National Association of Certifi-
cation Authorities [NACA]. Any person or
group that wishes to provide electronic au-
thentication services in the United States must
be a registered NACA member. The NACA
may admit any person or group to member-
ship, provided they are licensed and provide
electronic authentication services consistent
with the standards set forth in this act.

The third goal is met by the creation of an
Electronic Authentication Standards Review
Committee within the NACA. Overseen by the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Standards Re-
view Committee shall establish, develop, and
refine criteria to be applied to new electronic
authentication methods, consistent with the
specific standards set forth in the Electronic
Financial Services Efficiency Act of 1997.

Recognizing that digital authentication will
be used in retail transactions, this legislation
requires that consumers be notified of the fact
that an electronic communication or trans-
action has been digitally authenticated. Fur-
thermore, the act states that any rights cur-
rently afforded to consumers in underlying

transactions are not in any manner impaired
or weakened. Additionally, the Standards Re-
view Committee has the authority to address
consumer protection by exercising its rule-
making and enforcement powers.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that this legislation
will authorize and validate the use of elec-
tronic authentication. It will also encourage in-
novation and stimulate competition in the de-
sign and use of reliable state-of-the-art digital
technology.
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a woman who had dedicated her
career to serving students throughout Califor-
nia and our Nation—Alice Petrossian. Now
more than ever, we must encourage our
teachers to be their best, push our students to
work hard and set goals, and invest in
strengthening our education system. Recently,
this dear friend and educator was awarded the
Professional of the Year award by the Arme-
nian Professional Society for her ongoing
commitment as an educator.

Alice began her career at California State
University Los Angeles, earning both her
bachelor’s and master’s degree before head-
ing to California State University Hayward to
pursue her teaching credential. He work to-
ward excellence in education was recognized
early on as she received the Most Outstanding
Graduate award at both schools.

Alice then moved back to southern Califor-
nia where she became actively involved with
the Glendale Unified School District serving
recently as the director of special projects and
intercultural programs. She has received much
recognition for her service, and her talents
have been called upon by each of the last
three Governors of California.

Alice has served on the California Commu-
nity College Board, the California Post Sec-
ondary Education Board, and has worked with
the Commission for the Establishment of Aca-
demic Content and Standards to ensure that
quality curricula are united with well-prepared
teachers offering our children the tools nec-
essary for the future.

Alice’s most important work goes beyond
any committee or board on which she might
serve. Since her arrival in Glendale, she has
reached out to students of all backgrounds.
Alice has put faith in at-risk students, and
those that might slip through the cracks. Her
efforts to provide quality education for all stu-
dents have distinguished her as a friend of
education.

Alice has gone above and beyond the call
of duty by establishing scholarship funds, pro-
moting mentoring programs, and working to
benefit all students. The greatest honor she
can receive, and the greatest thanks we can

offer is by witnessing the change in the lives
of every student she has touched. In
recogniaiton of her commitment to edcuation,
and to the students of California and our Na-
tion, I ask my colleagues to join me today in
saluting the service of Alice Petrossian.
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a man who has exemplified the
spirit and determination of what makes Amer-
ican great—Irshad-UI-Haque. Irshad has built
a career as a devoted family man, successful
entrepreneur, and compassionate community
leader. He has cleared many hurdles in life,
and always come out with a compassion for
his fellow man and a personal commitment to
make a difference.

In 1960, Irshad come to the United States
from Pakistan with very little money and
speaking very little English. However, he was
not deterred. He labored exhaustingly long
hours in a sweatshop for a paltry $1.00 per
hour. With an eye on his future, he dedicated
himself to learning English, pursuing an aca-
demic career, and working to make the most
of his future.

Irshad attended classes when not working,
and moved on from Pasadena City College to
the University of Southern California, where he
earned a degree in business. Following grad-
uation, Irshad spent over 10 years working for
the Xerox Corp. where his talent was quickly
recognized.

In 1972, Irshad and his wife took a gamble.
They opened Bantam Associates and eventu-
ally turned a family-owned property manage-
ment company into the parent of one of the
largest storage and archive management firms
in the Nation. He will quickly shy away from
claiming too much success for his achieve-
ments, the biggest credit he will pay to his
wife and his daughters.

Irshad leads by example, and has been
deeply involved in many philanthropic organi-
zations. He has dedicated his time and re-
sources to the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment, the Boy Scouts of America, various
chambers of commerce and service organiza-
tions, and to health care agencies serving the
elderly and poor. Because of his many acts of
service, Irshad was awarded the Glendale
Man of Achievement Award last week by the
Glendale News Press.

Irshad Haque has taken his thread of knowl-
edge, determination, and compassion and
woven it into a shinning example of what
makes our country whole. In recognition of his
selection for the Man of Achievement honor,
and in gratitude for his service to his commu-
nity, I ask my colleagues here today to join me
in thanking and congratulating a great Amer-
ican, Irshad-UI-Haque.
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