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other conditions. These are not just statis-
tics—these are persons. Our being here is im-
portant for when we pass on. You don't just
lose the glamorous culture we survived in, you
lose the whole culture that we stood for and
in a way fought for.

It is good to be reminded that there are
such men, that there always have been and
always will be. “We sometimes forget, | think,”
said historian, Stephen Ambrose, “that you
can manufacture weapons, and you can pur-
chase ammunition, but you can't buy valor and
you can't pull heroes off a assembly line”
Each of us veterans of VBOB can be very
proud this day and every day. We are all still
heroes, and we do not take lightly being called
a hero.

Who knows what our comradeship means,
but surely it means more than just that we are
all haunted by ghosts; because they are not
just echoes of voices that have years since
ceased to speak, but the murmur of heroes, in
the sense that, through them, something of
the power and richness of life itself, not only
touched us once long ago, but continues to
touch us today as we meet. Let us be worthy
of this heritage as we continue to meet from
time to time in our chapter meetings, our ex-
ecutive national reunions to see that it is me-
morialized and never forgotten.

In our vintage years remember: yesterday is
history; tomorrow is a mystery; today is a
gift—that's why it is called “the present.”

Finally, legend has it that when we leave
this world and get to our enternal abode in
heaven, the God we believe in returns to us
our best self. It is not difficult to see that what
we all were during WWII, and what we be-
came mirrors our best selves. What we did
and how we performed in the Battle of the
Bulge surely added to our luster. Godspeed to
each and everyone here.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF AIR
FORCE SERGEANT WILLIAM ROY
PEARSON

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to an outstanding American, Air Force
Sergeant William Roy Pearson, a member of
the elite Maroon Berets of the 37th Air Res-
cue, who died with six other servicemen when
his helicopter was shot down during a rescue
mission in Vietnam in 1972. Missing in action
for 25 years, Sgt. Pearson was recently re-
turned home to New Hampshire and his family
to be buried in his hometown of Webster.

In a time when the word hero is used to de-
scribe sports stars or movie actors, Sgt. Pear-
son stands out as a real-life hero. Like all true
heroes, he rose to meet his challenges with a
quiet courage. This brave young man, shot
down just 12 days before his 21st birthday,
earned in his short lifetime, a Silver Star, a
Purple Heart and two Distinguished Flying
Crosses. He and his squadron are credited
with helping to rescue 116 servicemen. And
he was a hero until the end—Sgt. William
Pearson died while trying to save the life of a
downed airman.

| read the comments of another New Hamp-
shire soldier who had trained and served with
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Sgt. Pearson and | want to share his thoughts
with you. He said that he wasn't surprised that
his friend died while trying to save another sol-
ider, stating: “Billy Pearson didn't just decide
that he was going to be a hero that day. It
was the result of a strong family heritage and
a loving home where he developed into a
young man with a courageous spirit.”

Mr. Speaker, | honor that selfless, coura-
geous spirit today. | ask that you join his fam-
ily, friends, fellow soldiers and all the people
of the Granite State in honoring the life and
heroic efforts of Sgt. William Pearson. For too
long, New Hampshire had lost one of her
bravest sons, and we are very grateful to have
him back.

TRIBUTE TO POLICE CHIEF JOHN
HOPKINS

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay a special tribute to retiring Police Chief
John Hopkins of the Port Hueneme, CA Police
Department. His dedication to his community
is truly extraordinary.

Chief Hopkins began his service over 30
years ago in the city of Port Hueneme as a re-
serve police officer. He later moved through
the ranks from patrolman, eventually becom-
ing Chief of Police in 1992.

Over the years, | have had the opportunity
to work with this devoted member of our law
enforcement community. During his tenure
with the police department, he has been rec-
ognized for his many accomplishments and
the outstanding progress he has made on the
force. The diligence and commitment to Duty
Chief Hopkins and his counterparts have dis-
played are the primary reasons Ventura Coun-
ty consistently ranks as one of the safest
areas in the county.

Chief Hopkins will be greatly missed, but his
contributions to our community will not be for-
gotten. | want to congratulate and wish him
the very best in his retirement.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SERVICE
OF MR. GEORGE MORRIS TO OUR
NATION’S VETERANS

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as Vet-
eran’s Day draws near, | rise today to recog-
nize an individual in my district who continues
to serve his country, and his fellow veterans,
more than half a century after his release as
a prisoner of war.

George Morris of St. Petersburg, FL has
served as a volunteer at the Bay Pines Veter-
ans Administration Medical Center since 1981.
In his 16 years of service, Mr. Morris has
logged more than 16,200 hours as a volun-
teer. This is a remarkable feat made all the
more so by the fact that he began volunteer-
ing at age 75.

During his service in World War I, Mr. Mor-
ris was working in the Philippines as a map-
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maker for the Government's Coast and Geo-
detic Survey when he was captured by the
Japanese in 1941. After being imprisoned in
the Philippines, Japan, and Korea, he was re-
leased at the end of the war. Mr. Morris has
not forgotten those he served with and contin-
ues to honor their memory through his service
to other veterans today.

Mr. Speaker, Veteran's Day is a time to re-
flect on the many gifts we as a nation and as
Americans have been given because of those
men and women who have served in uniform
here and throughout the world. This is a time
to say thank you for those gifts. Mr. Morris
paid a great price to protect our freedom while
his was denied for so long as he was held as
a prisoner of war 55 years ago. Today he con-
tinues to give of himself in service to others.

On behalf of all my colleagues, | want to
say thank you to Mr. Morris, and to all our Na-
tion’s veterans, for your service and dedication
which enable us all to enjoy all the freedoms
and liberties the United States has to offer.
Our Nation is the finest nation in the history of
mankind because of their service—both past
and present.

THE SILK ROAD STRATEGY ACT
OF 1997, H.R. 2867

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am today intro-
ducing the Silk Road Strategy Act of 1997
(H.R. 2867), a measure designed to focus
American diplomatic and commercial attention,
as well as American foreign assistance, on the
important regions of the Caucasus and Central
Asia.

The name Silk Road is an ancient one, re-
ferring to the East-West trade route that for so
long linked China and other countries in East
Asia with Italy and other countries in West Eu-
rope. The countries of the Caucasus and
Central Asian regions, through which travelers
on the Silk Road passed, fell victim to conflict
and repression as the Russian tsars pushed
south and then were replaced by the brutal
dictatorship of the Bolshevik Commissars. For
over seven decades the eight countries of
these two regions—Georgia, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan—were sealed be-
hind the Iron Curtain, unable to move forward
toward democracy and commercial prosperity
with the rest of Europe and Asia. Ironically,
the resources to fuel such progress lay just
under the surface, in the form of vast gas and
oil reserves.

Mr. Speaker, the peoples of the Caucasus
and Central Asia now face the challenge of re-
building their links to Europe and Asia, and we
in the United States have a national interest to
help them overcome the obstacles that lay in
the way of resurrecting the old Silk Road. Re-
grettably, these countries lie between Russia,
Iran, Afghanistan and China. In Russia, they
face a country that seems intent on forcing
them to stay within its sphere of dominance. In
Iran, they face a fundamental Islamic regime
that seeks to use them to thwart efforts led by
the United States to isolate Iran until it for-
sakes its support for international terrorism—
and an Iran that hopes to forment fundamen-
talist Islam from Azerbaijan to the borders of
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China. In Afghanistan, these countries face a
country in turmoil—and a violence they fear
could spread northward. Finally, in China they
face the world’s most populous nation, con-
trolled by a brutal Communist regime that is
looking hungrily to the energy reserves and
natural resources of these thinly populated
countries to fuel its industrial and technological
expansion in the 21st century.

What is the American interest in these two
far-flung regions? First, we want to see demo-
cratic government take root in these states.
Stability in these regions and in the broader
Eurasian region may well depend on the suc-
cessful consolidation of democratic govern-
ance in these states over the next decade or
two, frankly, there is a lot of work ahead of us
in that regard, Second, we want to defuse the
current ethnic conflicts that are destabilizing
the two regions, and that are providing neigh-
boring states, such as Iran, the leverage to
gain these countries’ cooperation in major
commercial endeavors, such as energy export
pipelines. Finally, just as it is in America’s in-
terest to help these countries open up a win-
dow to the West to lessen their manipulation
by their larger neighbors, it is in America’s in-
terest to see the energy reserves of the two
regions opened up to the West. As my col-
leagues well know, our United States military
forces face an increasingly difficult task in en-
suring our continued access to the energy re-
serves of the Persian Gulf. We need to en-
courage the development of other sources of
oil and gas as we enter the next century to
lessen our dependence on their Persian Gulf
as Iran and Irag seek to manipulate that de-
pendence. The reserves of the Caucasus and
Central Asian regions do not compare with
those of the Persian Gulf, but they are indeed
vast, and we should look for ways to get pipe-
lines out to the West—avoiding routes through
countries, such as Russia and Iran, that may
have a geopolitical interest to choke off those
pipelines at some point in the future.

Mr. Speaker, | invite my colleagues to join
me in sponsoring this bill, H.R. 2867, a meas-
ure that, if enacted, would target our diplo-
matic attention and foreign assistance on
these increasingly important regions.

H.R. 2867

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Silk Road
Strategy Act of 1997,

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The ancient Silk Road, once the eco-
nomic lifeline of Central Asia and the South
Caucasus, traversed much of the territory
now within the countries of Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Georgia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.

(2) Economic interdependence spurred mu-
tual cooperation among the peoples along
the Silk Road and restoration of the historic
relationships and economic ties between
those peoples is an important element of en-
suring their sovereignty as well as the suc-
cess of democratic and market reforms.

(3) The development of strong political and
economic ties between countries of the
South Caucasus and Central Asia and the
West will foster stability in the region.

(4) The development of open market econo-
mies and open democratic systems in the
countries of the South Caucasus and Central
Asia will provide positive incentives for
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international private investment, increased
trade, and other forms of commercial inter-
actions with the rest of the world.

(5) The Caspian Sea Basin, overlapping the
territory of the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia, contains proven
oil and gas reserves that may exceed
$4,000,000,000,000 in value.

(6) The region of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia will produce oil and gas in suffi-
cient quantities to reduce the dependence of
the United States on energy from the vola-
tile Persian Gulf region.

(7) United States foreign policy and inter-
national assistance should be narrowly tar-
geted to support the economic and political
independence of the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia.

SEC. 3. POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES.

It shall be the policy of the United States
in the countries of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia—

(1) to promote and strengthen independ-
ence, sovereignty, and democratic govern-
ment;

(2) to assist actively in the resolution of
regional conflicts;

(3) to promote friendly relations and eco-
nomic cooperation;

(4) to help promote market-oriented prin-
ciples and practices;

(5) to assist in the development of the in-
frastructure necessary for communications,
transportation, and energy and trade on an
East-West axis in order to build strong inter-
national relations and commerce between
those countries and the stable, democratic,
and market-oriented countries of the Euro-
Atlantic Community; and

(6) to support United States business inter-
ests and investments in the region.

SEC. 4. UNITED STATES EFFORTS TO RESOLVE
CONFLICTS IN GEORGIA, AZER-
BAIJAN, AND TAJIKISTAN.

It is the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent should use all diplomatic means prac-
ticable, including the engagement of senior
United States Government officials, to press
for an equitable, fair, and permanent resolu-
tion to the conflicts in Georgia and Azer-
baijan and the civil war in Tajikistan.

SEC. 5. AMENDMENT OF THE FOREIGN ASSIST-
ANCE ACT OF 1961.

Part | of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961
(22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is amended by adding
at the end the following new chapter:

“Chapter 12—Support for the Economic and
Political Independence of the Countries of
the South Caucasus and Central Asia

“SEC. 499. UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE TO PRO-

MOTE RECONCILIATION AND RECOV-
ERY FROM REGIONAL CONFLICTS.

‘“(a) PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The pur-
poses of assistance under this section are—

‘“(1) to create the basis for reconciliation
between belligerents;

““(2) to promote economic development in
areas of the countries of the South Caucasus
and Central Asia impacted by civil conflict
and war; and

““(3) to encourage broad regional coopera-
tion among countries of the South Caucasus
and Central Asia that have been destabilized
by internal conflicts.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—

““(1) IN GENERAL.—To carry out the pur-
poses of subsection (a), the President is au-
thorized to provide humanitarian assistance
and economic reconstruction assistance
under this Act, and assistance under the Mi-
gration and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962
(22 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.), to the countries of the
South Caucasus and Central Asia to support
the activities described in subsection (c).

‘“(2) DEFINITION OF HUMANITARIAN ASSIST-
ANCE.—In this subsection, the term ‘humani-
tarian assistance’ means assistance to meet
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urgent humanitarian needs, in particular
meeting needs for food, medicine, medical
supplies and equipment, and clothing.

“(c) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—ACctivities
that may be supported by assistance under
subsection (b) are limited to—

“(1) providing for the essential needs of
victims of the conflicts;

““(2) facilitating the return of refugees and
internally displaced persons to their homes;
and

““(3) assisting in the reconstruction of resi-
dential and economic infrastructure de-
stroyed by war.

“(d) Poricy.—It is the sense of Congress
that the United States should, where appro-
priate, support the establishment of neutral,
multinational peacekeeping forces to imple-
ment peace agreements reached between
belligerents in the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia.

“SEC. 499A. ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE.

“‘(a) PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The purpose
of assistance under this section is to foster
the conditions necessary for regional eco-
nomic cooperation in the South Caucasus
and Central Asia.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—ToO
carry out the purpose of subsection (a), the
President is authorized to provide technical
assistance to the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia to support the ac-
tivities described in subsection (c).

“(c) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—Activities
that may be supported by assistance under
subsection (b) are limited to the develop-
ment of the structures and means necessary
for the growth of private sector economies
based upon market principles.

“(d) Poricy.—It is the sense of Congress
that the United States should—

“(1) assist the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia to develop laws
and regulations that would facilitate the
ability of those countries to join the World
Trade Organization;

““(2) provide permanent nondiscriminatory
trade treatment (MFN status) to the coun-
tries of the South Caucasus and Central
Asia; and

““(3) consider the establishment of zero-to-
zero tariffs between the United States and
the countries of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia.

“SEC. 499B. DEVELOPMENT OF
TURE.

‘““(a) PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The pur-
poses of assistance under this section are—

““(1) to develop the physical infrastructure
necessary for regional cooperation among
the countries of the South Caucasus and
Central Asia; and

““(2) to encourage closer economic relations
between those countries and the United
States and other developed nations.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—ToO
carry out the purposes of subsection (a), the
following types of assistance to the countries
of the South Caucasus and Central Asia are
authorized to support the activities de-
scribed in subsection (c):

“(1) Activities by the Export-lmport Bank
to complete the review process for eligibility
for financing under the Export-Import Bank
Act of 1945.

“(2) The provision of insurance, reinsur-
ance, financing, or other assistance by the
Overseas Private Investment Corporation.

““(3) Assistance under section 661 of this
Act (relating to the Trade and Development
Agency).

“(c) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—Activities
that may be supported by assistance under
subsection (b) are limited to promoting ac-
tively the participation of United States
companies and investors in the planning, fi-
nancing, and construction of infrastructure
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for communications, transportation, and en-
ergy and trade including highways, rail-
roads, port facilities, shipping, banking, in-
surance, telecommunications networks, and
gas and oil pipelines.

“(d) Poricy.—It is the sense of Congress
that the United States representatives at the
International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, the International Finance Cor-
poration, and the European Bank for Recon-
struction and Development should encourage
lending to the countries of the South
Caucasus and Central Asia to assist the de-
velopment of the physical infrastructure
necessary for regional economic cooperation.
“SEC. 499C. SECURITY ASSISTANCE.

““(a) PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The purpose
of assistance under this section is to assist
countries of the South Caucasus and Central
Asia to secure their borders and implement
effective controls necessary to prevent the
trafficking of illegal narcotics and the pro-
liferation of technology and materials relat-
ed to weapons of mass destruction (as de-
fined in section 2332a(c)(2) of title 18, United
States Code), and to contain and inhibit
transnational organized criminal activities.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—TO
carry out the purpose of subsection (a), the
President is authorized to provide the follow-
ing types of assistance to the countries of
the South Caucasus and Central Asia to sup-
port the activities described in subsection
(c):

‘(1) Assistance under chapter 5 of part Il of
this Act (relating to international military
education and training).

““(2) Assistance under chapter 8 of this part
of this Act (relating to international narcot-
ics control assistance).

““(3) The transfer of excess defense articles
under section 516 of this Act (22 U.S.C. 2321j).

“(c) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—ACctivities
that may be supported by assistance under
subsection (b) are limited to assisting those
countries of the South Caucasus and Central
Asia in developing capabilities to maintain
national border guards, coast guard, and cus-
toms controls.

“(d) Poricy.—It is the sense of Congress
that the United States should encourage and
assist the development of regional military
cooperation among the countries of the
South Caucasus and Central Asia through
programs such as the Central Asian Battal-
ion and the Partnership for Peace of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

“SEC. 499D. STRENGTHENING DEMOCRACY, TOL-
ERANCE, AND THE DEVELOPMENT
OF CIVIL SOCIETY.

‘‘(a) PURPOSE OF ASSISTANCE.—The purpose
of assistance under this section is to pro-
mote institutions of democratic government
and to create the conditions for the growth
of pluralistic societies, including religious
tolerance.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR ASSISTANCE.—TO
carry out the purpose of subsection (a), the
President is authorized to provide the follow-
ing types of assistance to the countries of
the South Caucasus and Central Asia.

“(1) Technical assistance for democracy
building.

““(2) Technical assistance for the develop-
ment of nongovernmental organizations.

““(3) Technical assistance for development
of independent media.

““(4) Technical assistance for the develop-
ment of the rule of law.

“(5) International exchanges and advanced
professional training programs in skill areas
central to the development of civil society.

“(c) ACTIVITIES SUPPORTED.—Activities
that may be supported by assistance under
subsection (b) are limited to activities that
directly and specifically are designed to ad-
vance progress toward the development of
democracy.
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“(d) PoLicy.—It is the sense of Congress
that the Voice of America and RFE/RL, In-
corporated, should maintain high quality
broadcasting for the maximum duration pos-
sible in the native languages of the countries
of the South Caucasus and Central Asia.
“SEC. 499E. INELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE.

““(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subsection (b), assistance may not be pro-
vided under this chapter for a country of the
South Caucasus or Central Asia if the Presi-
dent determines and certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that the
country—

““(1) is engaged in a consistent pattern of
gross violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights;

““(2) has, on or after the date of enactment
of this chapter, knowingly transferred to an-
other country—

“(A) missiles or missile technology incon-
sistent with the guidelines and parameters of
the Missile Technology Control Regime (as
defined in section 11B(c) of the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979 950 U.S.C. App.
2410b(c); or

‘“(B) any material, equipment, or tech-
nology that would contribute significantly
to the ability of such country to manufac-
ture any weapon of mass destruction (includ-
ing nuclear, chemical, and biological weap-
ons) if the President determines that the ma-
terial, equipment, or technology was to be
used by such country in the manufacture of
such weapons;

““(3) has supported acts of international
terrorism;

‘“(4) is prohibited from receiving such as-
sistance by chapter 10 of the Arms Export
Control Act or section 306(a)(1) and 307 of the
Chemical and Biological Weapons Control
and Warfare Elimination Act of 1991 (22
U.S.C. 5604(a)(1), 5605); or

“(5) has initiated an act of aggression
against another state in the region after the
date of enactment of the Silk Road Strategy
Act of 1997.

““(b) EXCEPTION TO INELIGIBILITY.—Notwith-
standing subsection (a), assistance may be
provided under this chapter if the President
determines and certifies in advance to the
appropriate congressional committees that
the provision of such assistance is important
to the national interest of the United States.
“SEC. 499F. ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITIES.

““(a) ASSISTANCE THROUGH GOVERNMENTS
AND NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS.—AS-
sistance under this chapter may be provided
to governments or through nongovernmental
organizations.

““(b) UsSe oF EcoNOMIC SUPPORT FUNDS.—
Except as otherwise provided, any funds that
have been allocated under chapter 4 of part
11 for assistance for the independent states of
the former Soviet Union may be used in ac-
cordance with the provisions of this chapter.

‘“(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—ASssistance
under this chapter shall be provided on such
terms and conditions as the President may
determine.

‘“(d) SUPERSEDING EXISTING LAW.—The au-
thority to provide assistance under this
chapter supersedes any other provision of
law, except for—

(1) this chapter;

““(2) section 634A of this Act and com-
parable notification requirements contained
in sections of the annual foreign operations,
export financing, and related programs Act;

““(3) section 907 of the Freedom for Russia
and Emerging Eurasian Democracies and
Open Markets Support Act of 1992 (22 U.S.C.
5812 note; relating to restriction on assist-
ance to Azerbaijan), except such section
shall not apply with respect to—

““(A) activities to provide humanitarian as-
sistance under the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962 (22 U.S.C. 2601 et seq.);
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“(B) activities to support democratic re-
forms and democratic governance;

““(C) assistance for the control of narcotic
and psychotropic drugs and other controlled
substances, or for other anticrime purposes,
under section 481(a)(4) of this Act (22 U.S.C.
2291(a)(4));

‘(D) assistance under programs carried out
under section 1424 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997 (50
U.S.C. 2333);

““(E) assistance provided by the Trade and
Development Agency under section 661 of
this Act (22 U.S.C. 2421) ; and

“(F) activities carried out by the United
States and Foreign Commercial Service; and

““(4) section 1341 of title 31, United States
Code (commonly referred to as the “Anti-De-
ficiency Act”’), the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act of 1974, the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985, and the Budget Enforcement Act
of 1990.

“SEC. 499G. DEFINITIONS.

“In this chapter:

““(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on International Relations of the
House of Representatives.

““(2) COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH CAUCASUS AND
CENTRAL ASIA.—The term ‘countries of the
South Caucasus and Central Asia’ means Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakstan,
Kyrgystan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.”.

SEC. 6. ANNUAL REPORT.

Beginning one year after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, and annually thereafter,
the President shall submit a report to the
appropriate congressional committees—

(1) identifying the progress of United
States foreign policy to accomplish the pol-
icy identified in section 3;

(2) evaluating the degree to which the as-
sistance authorized by chapter 12 of part | of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as added
by section 5 of this Act, was able to accom-
plish the purposes identified in those sec-
tions; and

(3) recommending any additional initia-
tives that should be undertaken by the Unit-
ed States to implement the policy and pur-
poses contained in this Act.

SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’”” means the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on International Relations of the
House of Representatives.

(2) COUNTRIES OF THE SOUTH CAUCASUS AND
CENTRAL ASIA.—The term ‘“‘countries of the
South Caucasus and Central Asia’’ means Ar-
menia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakstan,
Kyrgystan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and
Uzbekistan.

TRIBUTE TO JUDGE EARLE
MURPHY

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 7, 1997

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take a few moments to honor a man who has
devoted his life to serving the people of Brad-
ley County, Judge Earle Murphy.

Through more than 50 years of service,
Judge Murphy has become one of the most
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