
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE2046 October 22, 1997
time as a training site for the Women’s Re-
serve of the Marine Corps and the Navy’s
WAVES [Women Accepted for Volunteer
Emergency Service] program.

WAVES, the young women in uniform liv-
ing and learning at Mount Holyoke, studied
such subjects as naval organization, person-
nel, and administration along with the
Navy’s etiquette, customs, and traditions.
While in training for 5 weeks, WAVES lived
in Rockefeller Hall—a campus residential
hall that was renamed the U.S.S. Rocke-
feller—sleeping in double decker beds, eating
the same meals as Mount Holyoke students
here at the same time. Classes for WAVES
were held on campus, drills were held on the
athletic fields, and the women marched to
meals and to classes wearing their dark blue
uniforms. Reveille was at 6:15 a.m. for these
women and the day included five recitations,
two study periods, drill, athletic recreation,
and an evening lecture. It was a rigorous in-
doctrination, as it was then called, for these
women and we salute them today, just as we
did many years ago.

After completing their WAVES training,
the women were commissioned and offered to
active duty. During the 18 months the Navy
occupied the U.S.S. Rockefeller approxi-
mately 2,500 officers were graduated and
went out to duty throughout the United
States. They played an important role in our
American story and it is with deep gratitude
for their efforts that we pay tribute to them
and all the others who, in a range of roles,
served the country.

We join wholeheartedly in this first major
memorial to U.S. military women and this
celebration of a very important page in his-
tory. We also commend you for the success
of the foundation, which you established in
1987, and which has overseen the design, de-
velopment, and construction of this new
structure, and the creation of the week-long
commemoration of American servicewomen
that will launch the women’s memorial.

Sincerely,
JOANNE CREIGHTON.

Mr. Speaker, the people of the 2d Congres-
sional District in Massachusetts will be forever
grateful for the invaluable service and dedica-
tion women in the military have provided in
defense of the United States. This memorial is
very welcome in our Nation’s Capital and I,
along with Mount Holyoke College, rise to con-
gratulate all the women in the military for this
milestone in American history.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
pay tribute to Robert George, a constituent of
mine who for 30 years put on a long white
beard and a red suit to play Santa at Christ-
mas time. Many people have played Santa at
shopping malls, private parties and amuse-
ment parks. What makes Mr. George unusual
is that he was Santa at several White House
Christmas functions.

Though a staunch Democrat, Mr. George
was very much a bipartisan Santa. He began
playing St. Nick at the White House during the
Eisenhower years, and continued through the
Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter,
Reagan, and Bush administrations. He has
one of the more unusual political scrapbooks
I have seen; pictures of Santa and the

Carters, Santa and Gerald Ford, Santa and
the Nixons, Santa and John Kennedy and
Santa and the Eisenhowers.

In addition to the photos, Mr. George has a
collection of thank you letters from inhabitants
of the White House. I especially enjoyed the
note from Barbara Bush, written when her
husband was Vice President, which included
this closing line: ‘‘The stuffed animals will be
great successes with our grandchildren, and
we both appreciate your generosity.’’

Mr. George has been Santa in more places
than the White House. He has participated in
Christmas parades in Hollywood, Tulsa, To-
ledo and Phoenix, and has appeared on nu-
merous television programs through the years.

When he’s not Santa, Mr. George is still in-
fused with the spirit of giving. He has spent
more than a decade aiding the LA Mission,
and has been quite active with Easter Seals,
the Starlight Foundation, and the Make-A-
Wish Foundation.

If you call Mr. George at home, he answers
with the number of days until Christmas. He is
obviously a man who loves his work.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting Robert George, whose dedication to
making this a better world inspires us all.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE HUNTS POINT
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CORP.
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to the Hunts Point Local Develop-
ment Corp. for 10 years of success working
for the economic revitalization of the Hunts
Point community in the South Bronx.

Today, the Hunts Point Local Development
Corp. [HPLDC] celebrates its 10th anniversary
with a 10th annual tent party at the Hunts
Point Cooperative Market in my South Bronx
congressional district.

HPLDC was established in 1988 as a non-
profit community-based organization to act as
an engine for economic development in Hunts
Point.

During the past 10 years, HPLDC has been
instrumental in providing the services that cor-
porations and residents need to succeed in
commerce. Its wide range of programs and
services to the community include: a bilingual
entrepreneurial development program, indus-
trial park business advocacy, computer literacy
training, Internet training, and commercial revi-
talization. Through its Business Outreach Cen-
ter, HPLDC provides counseling, seminars,
workshops, and management technical assist-
ance to small business and entrepreneurs.

Today, the dynamic Hunts Point community
encompasses 600 businesses and 19,000 em-
ployees, and is the largest distribution center
in the Northeast. To HPLDC’s credit, the cor-
poration has provided assistance to more than
500 entrepreneurs and businesses and has
helped secure over 4 million dollars in small
business loans.

Among other important achievements,
HPLDC was chosen to serve as the adminis-
trator for the Hunts Point economic develop-
ment zone. It also lobbied for inclusion of the
Hunts Point community in the New York City
Federal Empowerment Zone for the South
Bronx.

HPLDC received an excellence award from
the U.S. Small Business Administration for
small business development. Most recently, it
has launched efforts to help rebuild the New
York City 41st Police precinct and to establish
a new U.S. Postal Office in Hunts Point.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the Hunts Point Local Develop-
ment Corp. for a decade of achievements
spurring economic development in Hunts
Point, and in wishing them continued success.
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Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, throughout his-
tory, there have been trailblazers who have
achieved important firsts and made enormous
contributions to the development of this Na-
tion. While the names of some of these indi-
viduals are recorded in the annals of history,
there are many others who should be recog-
nized.

I rise to acknowledge the contributions of
Mrs. Ada Berryman, a former resident of War-
ren, OH, who was the first African-American to
be appointed to the State Housing Board. This
feat by Mrs. Berryman in the late 1940’s was
just one of many achievements during her life-
time.

Mrs. Berryman was born in 1910 in Troy,
AL. When she was young, her family fled to
Ohio to escape the segregation of the South.
Mrs. Berryman resided in Warren, OH, for 45
years. She is credited with the founding of the
Warren Chapter of the NAACP. It was Ohio
Governor Frank Lausche who saw fit in the
late 1940’s to appoint Mrs. Berryman to the
State Housing Board. She became the first Af-
rican-American to be chosen for this important
State board. In addition to her appointment to
the housing board, Mrs. Perryman served as
president of the Warren Urban League board,
and as a member of the Trumbull County Wel-
fare Board.

Mrs. Berryman was also active in the Demo-
cratic Party. She was a member of the
NAACP Federated Democratic Women of
Ohio. In 1957 Mrs. Perryman ran for city coun-
cil on the Democratic ticket. She won the pri-
mary election, but was defeated in the Novem-
ber general election.

Mr. Speaker, Ada Perryman passed away in
1967 at the age of 56. Throughout her life,
she sought to make a difference. She chal-
lenged segregation, she challenged the politi-
cal system, and she challenged our society. I
want to note that a member of Mrs.
Berryman’s family, her granddaughter, Ada
Posey, serves as Acting Director of the Office
of Administration for the White House. She
brought to my attention the achievements of
this remarkable individual. I share the family’s
pride in Mrs. Berryman’s accomplishments. I
am pleased to share this information with my
colleagues.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to a take

a minute to tell you about a woman who has
been instrumental in the lives of so many chil-
dren on the Western Slope of Colorado. Her
name is Patsy Guadnola and she taught
music in Glenwood Springs for over 51 years.
She was such a knowledgeable and patient
teacher that she even taught music to me. Ms.
Guadnola is the type of individual that we
could all learn from, as she has given so
much of herself to the people.

Ms. Guadnola is the youngest of 10 broth-
ers and sisters who were Italian immigrants.
She has witnessed the town of Glenwood
Springs evolve from a town of dirt roads and
a two lane bridge to a town now considering
a light rail system and a bypass for its main
street.

Her love of music, children, and family has
been the constant that has rooted her so
deeply in the community. When she was just
a child, her brothers and sisters contributed
money so that she might take piano lessons.
When she was 12, she began playing the
organ on Sundays at St. Stephen’s Catholic
Church, a commitment she continues to this
day.

Following Ms. Guadnola’s graduation from
the University of Northern Colorado and the
Julliard School of Music, she returned home
and began work as the music teacher at the
Glenwood public schools for grades 1 to 12.
She taught in the very same room where she
discovered her own desire to one day become
a music teacher herself.

For 40 years Ms. Guadnola taught music in
the elementary and high school. Following her
retirement from the public school, Ms.
Guadnola went on to teach music for 11 more
years at St. Stephen’s Catholic School.

With a career spanning 51 years, Ms.
Guadnola has enjoyed watching many locals
grow from children to adults.

Ms. Guadnola’s legacy lives around her in
the people she has taught and continues to
see. In her former students she sees a little bit
of herself living on especially in those who
have gone on to a career in music or teach-
ing.

Mr. Speaker, it is people like Patsy
Guadnola who make the Western Slope of
Colorado the wonderful place it is. She is truly
an inspiration to us all, and as one who
learned so much from her myself, I can say
she will always be greatly appreciated for what
she has done.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

insert my Washington Report for Wednesday,
October 15, 1997 into the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD:

SETTING FUNDING PRIORITIES FOR MEDICAL
RESEARCH

The United States is the world’s leader in
medical research. We spend more each year

on research to cure and prevent disease than
any other nation, and we are also at the fore-
front of developing new and innovative treat-
ments for diseases ranging from heart dis-
ease to breast cancer to AIDS. The benefits
of this research are manifest. Americans are
living longer than ever before, and we are
much more successful at fighting disease.

The federal government will spend about
$13 billion on medical research this year,
which is 37% of the total amount spent on re-
search by all sectors. An important issue for
Congress, the medical community and aver-
age Americans is how that money is spent.
In general, Congress gives the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH), the government’s lead
agency for medical research, broad discre-
tion in setting research priorities, that is, in
deciding how funding is allocated to research
on various cancers and other diseases. Con-
gress has earmarked money in recent years
for specific types of illnesses, such as breast
cancer and prostate cancer. But by and
large, NIH is still the lead decisionmaker.
This approach is premised on the view that
NIH, rather than Congress, has the expertise
to make the best professional judgments
about funding priorities and will make its
decisions based on public health require-
ments and hard science, not political pres-
sures.

LOBBYING FOR RESEARCH DOLLARS

There is some concern, however, that this
process is becoming increasingly politicized.
One measure of this change has been the pro-
liferation of groups lobbying the federal gov-
ernment for research dollars. There are over
2,800 registered lobbyists on health issues,
including 444 specifically on medical re-
search. Lobbying on research funding is not
necessarily a bad thing. It can, for example,
bring attention to illnesses which have been
underfunded and otherwise provide
decisionmakers with helpful information.

The question, though, is how far lobbying
can go before it undermines the integrity of
the decisionmaking process. Lobbying for re-
search dollars is intense, with different advo-
cacy groups fighting for limited resources.
The NIH budget, unlike most agency budgets
in this period of government downsizing, has
nearly doubled in the last decade. It is none-
theless uncertain whether these increases
can be sustained under the recent balanced
budget agreement. Furthermore, competi-
tion for NIH grants is intense. About 75% of
the research grant proposals submitted to
NIH do not receive funding. Lobbying efforts
appear in some cases to have succeeded in
shifting more research dollars to certain dis-
eases, particularly AIDS and breast cancer.

HOW FUNDING IS ALLOCATED

NIH-funded research is wide-ranging. It en-
compasses everything from accident preven-
tion to basic research on the root causes of
disease to research on specific diseases, such
as heart disease, diabetes and AIDS. NIH
considers many factors when allocating re-
search dollars among various diseases, in-
cluding economic and societal impacts, such
as the number of people afflicted with a dis-
ease; the infectious nature of the disease; the
number of deaths associated with a particu-
lar disease; as well as scientific prospects of
the research.

Congressional debate has focused on how
NIH funds research on specific diseases. Com-
paring funding levels can be a tricky busi-
ness. Research on one disease can have bene-
fits in other research areas. Likewise, fund-
ing of basic research may not be categorized
as funding for a specific disease even though
the basic research may be related to the fun-
damental understanding and treating of the
disease. Nonetheless, NIH does categorize
funding by disease area and, according to the
most recent statistics, it dedicates $2.7 bil-

lion to cancer research, including $400 mil-
lion to breast cancer research; $2.1 billion to
brain disorders; $1.5 billion to AIDS research;
and $1 billion to heart disease. Other well-
known diseases get lesser amounts. For ex-
ample, diabetes research gets $320 million,
Alzheimer’s research $330 million, and Par-
kinson’s research $83 million.

NIH critics say that these funding prior-
ities fail to focus on those diseases which af-
flict the largest number of Americans, but
rather emphasize those illnesses which get
the most media and public attention as well
as the most effective lobbying efforts. For
example, the leading cause of death in the
U.S. is heart disease, followed by cancer,
stroke and lung disease. AIDS-related deaths
rank eighth. A recent study suggested that
in 1994 NIH spent more than $1,000 per af-
fected person on AIDS research, $93 on heart
disease, and $26 on Parkinson’s.

CONCLUSION

Congress has held hearings this year on
how NIH sets its funding priorities, and is
now considering a proposal to direct an inde-
pendent commission to study the matter and
make recommendations on how to improve
funding decisions. Others have proposed
more dramatic measures, such as having
Congress, rather than NIH, earmark funds or
at least set funding guidelines for the agen-
cy.

I am wary of proposals to involve Congress
too directly in the funding decisions of the
NIH. Medical research involves complex
questions of science and technology, and
Congress is not well-equipped to make policy
judgments in this area. I am concerned that,
if Congress took to micro-managing agency
decisions in this way, special interests would
overwhelm the process. Funding allocation
should be guided by science and public
health demands, not by lobbying efforts or
politics, and the process used by NIH has
been successful. Its research has produced
advances in the treatment of cancer, heart
disease diabetes and mental illness that have
helped thousands of American families.

I am, nonetheless, sympathetic to the view
that the NIH should give more attention
when setting priorities to the societal and
economic costs associated with particular
disease areas. Setting funding priorities, par-
ticularly in an era of tight Federal budgets,
is a difficult process and involves difficult
choices. When NIH decides to emphasize one
area of research, it necessarily means less
funding will be available for other, worthy
areas of research. The key point is that the
decisionmaking process be generally insu-
lated from political pressures.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is no surprise
to my colleagues, Mr. WAXMAN and Mr. DIXON,
and me that Carmen Warschaw has been
named the Heart of Gold Honoree by the Me-
dallion Group of Cedars Sinai Medical Center
and will be given this prestigious award on
October 25, 1997.

Few people in America have contributed so
much intellect, time, energy, and passion to
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