
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E2039October 21, 1997
eternal life; and they shall never perish, nei-
ther shall any man pluck them out of my
hand.

Kevin heard the call for community and pub-
lic service following graduation, he pledged
and became an active member in Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Xi Kappa Lambda Chapter.
Kevin’s civic activities included Houston Com-
munity College System Citizen’s Advisory
Board, Sam Houston Area Boy Scouts Speak-
ers Bureau, University Oaks Civic Club, Junior
Achievement, and University of Houston Col-
lege of Business Alumni Board. Kevin’s politi-
cal involvement included candidate for Harris
County treasurer in 1990, candidate for district
clerk in 1994, Coalition of Black Democrats
and alternate delegate to the 1992 Texas
State convention.

In Isaiah chapter 40, verse 31, it is written:
‘‘But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary;
and they shall walk, and not faint.’’

After a bout with multiple myeloma, Kevin
Duane Newsome passed away on Sunday,
September 14, 1997. He leaves to cherish his
memories his wife, Deborah; two sons, Kevin
Duane, Jr. and Jarrad Anthony; mother Mable
L., and a sister Kimberly.

I would like to offer the Newsome Family my
deepest sympathy at this difficult time.
f
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Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Ms. Teresena Wise Bryant, an
outstanding individual who has dedicated her
life to public service and education. She was
honored on October 17 by parents, family,
friends, and professionals for her outstanding
contributions to the community at the Eighth
Annual Salute to Excellence Awards Dinner
hosted by the 163d Street Improvement Coun-
cil, Inc. in New York.

Born in Florida, Ms. Bryant, known as Terry
by her friends, moved to New York City in
1964 after receiving a bachelor’s degree from
Florida A&M University. In 1977, she earned a
master’s degree in public administration at
New York University. She has shown the im-
portance of life-long learning as she has con-
tinued to take postgraduate courses in edu-
cational fields.

Through her years of service, she worked
for several governmental agencies. Her career
started as an assistance bookkeeper with
Standard Motors. Later she worked as a
homebound instructor with the White Plains
Board of Education before she was hired as a
teacher of recreation in the New York City
Board of Education/Continuing Education Divi-
sion. Within 6 months, she was recommended
and hired as director of community education,
Mohegan Community Center/P.S. 67 in the
Bronx. She went on to become assistance ex-
ecutive director of contract development for
the Youth Board/Bureau/Youth Services Agen-
cy. In 1987, Terry returned to the New York
City Board of Education as special assistant to
the Bronx board member.

Terry clearly believes that electoral politics
is honorable public service. For 18 years, she

was the campaign manager and confidential/
political assistant to the late State Senator Jo-
seph L. Galiber and she managed the election
campaign for Bronx District Attorney Robert
Johnson, the first and only African-American
district attorney in the State of New York. She
is an expert in redistricting and reapportion-
ment of Councilmanic, State Assembly, and
senatorial as well as congressional lines.

The business, professional, religious, and
civil organizations to which she belonged, like
the honors and awards she was given are al-
most beyond counting. Terry retired last year
after a fruitful career in public service. Ms.
Bryant leaves us with many lessons learned in
community service, leadership in education,
and wisdom. A talented leader and educator,
Ms. Bryant will continue sharing her knowl-
edge and views with her family and friends.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Ms. Teresena Wise Bryant for
her outstanding achievements in education
and her enduring commitment to the commu-
nity.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of the
pleasures of serving in this legislative body is
the opportunity we occasionally get to ac-
knowledge the outstanding pillars of our com-
munities. In my neighborhood that pillar is Mr.
Dominick Della Rocca. He represents what it
is to be an exceptional human being, for with-
out hesitation he has given so much of him-
self.

Before and after his World War II service,
Mr. Della Rocca participated in and helped to
organize neighborhood baseball games. Over
the years, and with much local support, he de-
veloped many community activities for the
young people of the neighborhood like the
Buck Wingo Athletic League and the Fort
Greene Civic Center.

His attention later turned toward the needs
of handicapped children. With the generous
help of a lifelong friend, he helped start Camp
Montebello for Blind Children. What started as
a modest effort transformed into a project of
love which permitted children with visual im-
pairments to participate in camp activities like
so many of their peers.

Over the years many in the community have
come to know, love and admire Della Rocca’s
natural ability to bring people together. There
are few out there today who can turn charity
into fun and excitement, something you love
and look forward to performing time and time
again. It was the popularity he gained from his
charitable works that earned him the title of
Executive Chief Mayor of the Locality Mayors.
It has been in this capacity where he has fo-
cused the attention of the Community Mayors
(also known as Locality Mayors) onto the
needs of handicapped children of the area.

The Community Mayors, with the generous
donations of many local businesses and
neighbors, have been able to raise over $160
million to fund a number of programs for
handicapped children. Events such as Oper-

ation Santa Claus, the Mets at Shea Stadium,
Astroland at Coney Island and an exchange
student journey from Milan, Italy to Brooklyn,
NY are but a few of the activities which have
brought much joy to the children with special
needs in our community.

However, one of Della Rocca’s greatest and
most impressive achievements remains receiv-
ing the highest humanitarian honor from the
Roman Catholic Church. Della Rocca was
knighted by the Pope to the Magistral Knight
of Sovereign Military Order of Malta. We are
all very proud of this magnificent accomplish-
ment.

In honor of his 50 years of service as a
Community Mayor and for helping bring joy
and hope into the lives of 3,200,000 special
needs children, I rise today to salute this gen-
erous individual. Thank you Mr. Della Rocca
for setting such a wonderful example for us
all, I hope others will follow in your footsteps
and spread your good works.
f
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Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of locating a Coast Guard search and
rescue helicopter in the southern end of Lake
Michigan. Currently, there is only one Coast
Guard search and rescue helicopter which
serves southern Lake Michigan. Until 1995,
this helicopter was located at the Coast Guard
Air Station Chicago in Glenview, IL. In 1995,
the Glenview facility was downgraded to a
seasonal air facility. Subsequently, the Coast
Guard decided to move the helicopter facility
to Muskegon, MI. While the justification for the
move from Glenview is clear, I respectfully dis-
agree with the Coast Guard’s choice of Mus-
kegon as the alternative location for the air fa-
cility. Located 120 nautical miles from the
southern end of Lake Michigan, Muskegon is
simply too far away from where the majority of
boating activities and accidents occur in Lake
Michigan. I believe the Gary Regional Airport,
in Gary, IN, is a more appropriate location for
the facility.

Events during the course of the last few
months have highlighted the need for a heli-
copter rescue team which can respond quickly
to emergencies in southern Lake Michigan. On
April 6, two fishermen died in a boating acci-
dent near east Chicago, IN, despite search ef-
forts by boat and helicopter. A Coast Guard
rescue helicopter had already been flying for
more than an hour when it arrived in Gary, IN,
to refuel and join the search for the missing
boaters. The Coast Guard estimates that a
person wearing a lifejacket can survive for
about 4 hours in 40-degree water. It is clear
that even 1 hour could mean the difference
between life and death when boaters are in an
emergency situation in Lake Michigan.

In June of this year, a man and his disabled
jetski floated for 2 nights off a Chicago beach,
waiting to be rescued. This event highlights
the fact that emergencies which require heli-
copter search and rescue response occur
within a few hundred yards of Chicago’s
beaches. Although this man was fortunate to
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have been able to float on a jetski, his experi-
ence demonstrates that there could well be a
time when someone must survive in the icy
cold of Lake Michigan waiting the hour it takes
for the Coast Guard to fly from Muskegon to
Chicago.

According to July 1996 Census Bureau sta-
tistics, the population of counties bordering
Lake Michigan in Indiana and Illinois is 6.4
million people. Michigan’s shoreline population
in the counties south of Muskegon is only
715,748. It stands to reason that the more
populated areas of the Lake Michigan shore-
line are at greater risk for boating accidents. In
addition, Northwest Indiana’s casino boats,
which carry thousands of people each year,
Chicago’s dinner and sightseeing boats, which
carry over 1 million passengers each year,
and the over 1,000 flights a day which make
their final descent over Lake Michigan accen-
tuate southern Lake Michigan’s need for Coast
Guard helicopters that can respond very
quickly to emergencies.

On an average day in the summer, there
are roughly 2,000 boats in the water along the
70 miles of shoreline from Gary to Waukegan.
This tremendously heavily traffic gives rise to
an average of 10 to 20 Coast Guard search
and rescue boat missions a day within 3 to 5
miles of the Waukegan/Gary shoreline. These
overburdened Coast Guard boats are respon-
sible for not only the shoreline, but also the
Chicago River, the Calumet River, and the
Cal-Sag Channel west to Joliet. The increased
risk to boaters due to this situation was
brought to light by a recent Chicago Sun-
Times article which reported that almost seven
times more people have died in the lake wa-
ters near the Gary to Waukegan shoreline or
connecting rivers in the past year than that in
the previous year. Twenty-six people have
died since October 1, 1996, compared to just
four during the previous fiscal year. Even the
Coast Guard’s acting commander of the Chi-
cago area has remarked that this number is,
‘‘extremely high.’’ Nine of these deaths were
the result of plane crashes, 11 deaths involved
boating incidents, and 2 people died in jet ski-
ing accidents.

Gary, IN, which is only 10 minutes flying
time from Chicago, is ideally situated to pro-
vide the quick emergency response service
needed in southern Lake Michigan. While
some have suggested Waukegan as an alter-
native site, it takes a helicopter 19 minutes to
fly from Waukegan to Chicago—9 minutes
longer than from Gary. At the same time, a
helicopter based in Gary can reach Chicago’s
north shore communities in 26 minutes—al-
most half the time as a helicopter flying from
Muskegon. Moreover, with a control tower op-
erating 24 hours a day and the second longest
runway in the region, the Gary Regional Air-
port is already equipped to handle a helicopter
station and would need no expensive improve-
ments to maintain an air facility. Moving the
Coast Guard search and rescue helicopter
from Muskegon to Gary has the support of a
majority of the Chicago and Indiana congres-
sional delegations, including Senators DURBIN,
MOSELY-BRAUN, COATS, and, LUGAR, as well
as Mayor Daley, Governor Edgar, Governor
O’Bannon, and Illinois Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Kirk Brown.

Mr. Speaker, although it may cost slightly
more to locate a Coast Guard helicopter in
Gary, the question before us is about saving
lives, not about saving money. Clearly, a heli-

copter based in Gary has the potential to save
more lives than one which sits over 45 min-
utes away in Muskegon, MI. This is why I,
along with Representatives VISCLOSKY and
LIPINISKI, requested the GAO to conduct an
independent, nonparochial assessment of
which location best protects the safety of
those who live and recreate in southern Lake
Michigan. It is my hope that the results of this
study will impress upon my colleagues the
need for more timely Coast Guard search and
rescue helicopter response service in southern
Lake Michigan. I look forward to working with
my colleagues on this issue in the days
ahead.
f
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, it has now been
over 100 days since the July 4 deadline that
President Clinton set for consideration of cam-
paign finance reform. We still have not been
given the opportunity to debate any legislation
that would change the current campaign fi-
nance system. Time is running short as we
near the end of our legislative year, it is vital
that we take action immediately on campaign
finance reform.

Today an effort by Democratic Members of
the House to force a vote on campaign fi-
nance reform failed. This vote occurred during
debate of legislation to reauthorize the U.S.
Coast Guard, an important bill that deserves
our consideration and support. Unfortunately,
those in this House, Democrats and Repub-
licans, who support reform have been forced
to use parliamentary tricks and delaying tac-
tics in an attempt to force a vote on legisla-
tion. Other parliamentary tricks are expected
this week. It is sad that we have come to this
point.

Mr. Speaker, over 300 Members of the
House of Representatives have signed on to
some piece of legislation to reform the cam-
paign finance system. By failing to even con-
sider this issue on the House floor you are re-
jecting the will of a majority of the House.
More troubling, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that
you are rejecting the will of the people of this
Nation who want the Congress to fix the bro-
ken campaign finance system. The time for
action is now.
f
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Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was pleased
to participate in the celebration of the Women
in Military Service for America Memorial on
Friday, October 17, when I attended a moving
reunion of women veterans and current serv-
ice members at the DC Armory. I ask unani-

mous consent to insert my remarks on that oc-
casion in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. In rec-
ognition of all that women service members
have done for our country, I would also ask
unanimous consent to insert the attached pro-
file of six courageous veterans that appeared
in the Washington Post on Saturday, October
18, 1997.
REMARKS BY REPRESENTATIVE JANE HARMAN

TO THE WOMEN IN MILITARY SERVICE FOR
AMERICA REUNION RECEPTION, FRIDAY, OC-
TOBER 17, 1997
Tomorrow, with the official dedication of

the Women in Military Service Memorial,
America recognizes—and remembers—
women who have given so much to our coun-
try. I am inspired by your service to the
cause of freedom and honored to be with you
tonight. This extraordinary gathering is get-
ting the word out. Women in all walks of life
are finally learning of your sacrifices, your
dedication, and your accomplishments.

You and your predecessors have contrib-
uted immeasurably to the defense of our
country and the preservation of our liberties.
You worked as nurses and doctors, as logisti-
cians, trainers, mechanics, pilots—and more.
You did this in the face of overwhelming
odds—often not enjoying the recognition you
deserve. And you paved the way for other
women to break into other unconventional
roles in our society. For this, we are all in-
debted to you.

As one of three women on the House Na-
tional Security Committee, I have witnessed
first hand the impact you pioneers have had
in the military and society at large. I was
there when my friend, the late Secretary of
Defense Les Aspin, opened vast new roles to
women in the military. His courageous act
was the right thing to do, and it was because
of the groundbreakers here.

Now women have achieved highly visible
leadership roles: I was there when Lieuten-
ant General Claudia Kennedy received her
third star—and rightly so: she is indeed a
star. I am proud to point to the role of
women in developing key programs that sup-
port our military. A woman is in charge of
the precision-guided munitions program for
the B–2 bomber. A woman heads the Tactical
High Energy Laser program which protects
Israel’s northern border and our troops from
Katyusha rockets.

As a co-chair of the National Security
Committee’s investigation of sexual harass-
ment and misconduct in the military, I want
to ensure that women serve in safety and can
contribute to their full potential. This is not
about political correctness. It’s about com-
bat readiness. Unless we include women as
full partners in the military, we are not
fielding the best team we need to fight and
win our nation’s next war. I salute Brigadier
General Pat Foote who played a key role in
the Army’s recent groundbreaking report on
gender issues.

I have read many moving stories of women
veterans, including one of a woman who re-
sides in the California district I represent—
Gaylene McCartney. Gaylene was a medic at
Oakland Naval Hospital in 1965, caring for
the wounded from Vietnam, but that is only
the beginning of her inspiring story. She be-
came an attorney and then suffered a painful
disability that led her to curtail her legal ac-
tivities. Yet she says she wants to volunteer
on behalf of veterans and others—once a
leader, always a leader.

I am equally inspired by the efforts of the
women whose work made this week’s cele-
bration possible. First and foremost is Briga-
dier General Wilma Vaught. General Vaught
had the herculean task of turning the dream
of the first major memorial honoring all
military women into a reality. With uncom-
mon determination, imagination, and initia-
tive she and her team have been able to
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