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[From the Albany Times Union, Oct. 8, 1997]
TALES OF THE TAPES

THE WHITE HOUSE STRAINS CREDULITY IN ITS
LATEST ATTEMPT TO EXPLAIN WHY VIDEOS OF
COFFEES WERE LATE TO SURFACE

The Clinton administration is repeating a
tawdry chapter of history in its feeable at-
tempt to explain away its delay in forward-
ing videotapes of President Clinton attend-
ing White House coffees where campaign
contributors were guests. The White House
has, however, added a new cyberspace twist
to it all.

The tapes had been sought by the Senate
committee looking into 1996 campaign fund-
raising practices by both Democrats and Re-
publicans. Though filmed in 1995 and 1996,
the videos weren’t anywhere to be found
until last weekend, when a 90-minute sam-
pler was forwarded to Senate investigators
and the Justice Department.

In the words of Lanny J. Davis, a special
White House counsel, the tapes had been ‘““in-
advertently’ overlooked.

Never mind that this administration has
used ‘“‘inadvertent’ to explain away so many
lapses that the word now ranks in the politi-
cal lexicon right along with such staples as
“stonewall”” and ‘‘plausible deniability.”
This time, however, the twist is that the
computer made them do it.

How so? The White House says it ordered a
search for the tapes, just as the Senate com-
mittee requested. Somehow, though, the dili-
gent, trusted White House aides came up
empty handed. Turns out they were entering
the wrong word search in the computer.

Instead of searching under the word coffee,
they were busy searching under the words
fund raising.

Thus a new blame-it-on-technology excuse
enters the political lexicon, right along with
the tried and true evasion of blaming the
secretary for an 18-minute erasure on a
Nixon audiotape.

It’s difficult to decide who looks more fool-
ish in the wake of these revelations—Mr.
Davis and has boss, or Attorney General
Janet Reno, who wasn’t told of the tapes
until after she announced that her Justice
Department had found no evidence that
President Clinton had violated any laws by
attending the coffees.

Now there is talk of even more tapes of po-
litical fund-raisers that have yet to be re-
leased by the White House. Little wonder
that Sen. John McCain, the Arizona Repub-
lican who is co-sponsor of major campaign fi-
nance reform legislation, is shaking his head
and saying, “‘I’ve never seen anything like
it.”

All the more reason for Ms. Reno to face
up to her obligation to appoint a special
prosecutor.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHARLES E. SCHUMER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to be in Washington on the evening of Octo-
ber 8, to cast my vote on the motion to in-
struct conferees on the foreign operations ap-
propriations bill. This motion to instruct is su-
perfluous and serves only to increase un-
wanted pregnancies. Had | been here, | would
have voted “no” on restricting family planning
activities just as | voted “no” when this motion
came to the floor yesterday.
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RESCUE MISSIONS DESERVE OUR
ATTENTION

HON. NEWT GINGRICH

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. GINGRICH. Mr. Speaker, | want to en-
courage my colleagues to read the following
article from Policy Review by Rev. Stephen
Burger.

On May 30, | had the opportunity to visit the
Atlanta Union Mission, a private, faith-based
rescue mission. The Atlanta Union Mission
serves men, women, and children throughout
the city and in part of a 250-member Inter-
national Union of Gospel [IUGM]. During my
visit, | listened to participants of the mission’s
program, who talked about their experiences.
Many of them stressed that they had been
through other programs in the past, and even-
tually relapsed, but that the Union Mission had
been effective in dramatically changing their
lives for good. The key to this effectiveness,
was that the mission stressed a Higher Power,
and recognized the benefits of faith in coun-
seling and rehabilitation programs.

Collectively, the International Union of Gos-
pel Missions represents the sixth largest char-
ity in the United States. Last year IUGM mis-
sions provided more than 30 million meals, 22
million pieces of clothing, and 11 million beds
to homesless men, women, and children.

| would encourage my colleagues to visit a
rescue mission in their districts in the near fu-
ture. Although most of these missions receive
very little, if any, Government funding, they
have proven to be the most cost effective, dol-
lar for dollar, and, most important, they have
the highest success rate in drug treatment and
rehabilitation. As Rev. Stephen Burger has
written, the approach that rescue missions
take toward helping the homeless become
productive members of our society deserves
our attention.

[From the Policy Review, Oct., 1997]
ARISE, TAKE UP THY MAT AND WALK
(By Rev. Stephen Burger)

Spend a little time in virtually any city in
America and you’ll see them—in doorways,
under bridges, poking through trash cans,
begging for loose change. They are America’s
homeless. They no longer wear the face of
the b55-year-old alcoholic man; they look
more and more like young crack addicts,
battered women and children, prostitutes,
gamblers, and AIDS sufferers. On any given
day, about 600,000 people are living either on
the streets or in shelters trying to stay
alive.

Americans are a compassionate people. But
traditional approaches to the problem—pro-
moted through government initiatives and
many private charities—have been so inef-
fective at treating the fundamental causes of
homelessness that we must reconsider what
it means to help our neighbors in need.

Many government programs assume that
homelessness is simply the absence of four
walls and a roof. Usually it is not: The lack
of affordable housing, though a problem, is
not why most of these people have no perma-
nent address. Most people in trouble eco-
nomically have friends and families whose
homes they could share temporarily if they
choose to. The level of government spending
on the problem likewise leaves deeper issues
untouched. There are more than 60 separate
federal programs that provide some form of
help. The federal Department of Housing and
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Urban Development (HUD) now operates
homeless shelters and drug rehabilitation
programs in every major city in the United
States. But the rates at which the able-bod-
ied homeless graduate to independence from
these programs rarely rise above single dig-
its.

America used not settle for this level of
failure. If anyone can testify to that, we can.

The International Union of Gospel Mis-
sions—whose staff members often emerge
from the ranks of the formerly homeless—
has been helping the destitute break the
cycle of dependence since 1913. Last year, our
emergency services and long-term rehabili-
tation programs helped 14,000 homeless men
and women achieve self-sufficiency. These
were not ‘‘easy’” cases. Thousands walked
into our doors addicted to alcohol, heroin,
crack cocaine, and other drugs. Many have
been prostitutes, or veterans who couldn’t
adjust to civilian life. Many have committed
crimes, served time in prison, and failed
other rehabilitation programs.

Our experience teaches us that America
needs nothing less than a reformation in the
way we think about homelessness. Many tra-
ditional and government-funded approaches
fail not for lack of money but for a deficit of
vision: They do not treat the whole person.
They neglect the familial and moral aspects
of a person’s life. They refuse to challenge
the homeless person’s fundamental way of
thinking. Says Rev. Mickey Kalman, the ex-
ecutive director of City Rescue Mission in
Oklahoma City: “The philosophy of govern-
ment homeless programs is to respect and
protect lifestyles that produce homeless-
ness.”’

Most significantly, these programs ignore
the central dimension of the problem—the
spiritual. After more than 35 years of trying
to help homeless people with every imag-
inable problem, | cannot escape this fact:
Men and women who walk away from their
jobs, their families, and their homes do so
because, fundamentally, they are turning
away God and His claim on their lives. But
government funded policies, by definition,
must exclude this vital dynamic from the
discussion. It is a prescription predestined
for failure.

Not only are government approaches not
working, but government regulations con-
tinue to impede or thwart the most innova-
tive programs. Labor laws, zoning issues, li-
censing requirements are all getting in the
way of private, religiously based efforts to
deliver effective care. Authorizing block
grants and returning power to the states will
not by themselves make much of a dif-
ference, because it’s state and local govern-
ments that throw up some of the most egre-
gious obstacles to our faith-based shelter
programs. Moreover, much of government’s
regulatory itch is aggravated by blindness to
the moral and spiritual causes of homeless-
ness.

What follows are some of the dynamics of
change: We make sure that these elements
are present in all of our 245 rescue missions
in the 210 cities in which we operate nation-
wide. Though our missions offer various edu-
cational, job-training, relational, and other
skills, these three principles establish an
ethical and religious foundation without
which all our other efforts would amount to
nothing.

THE FAITH FACTOR

It is very difficult to overstate the impor-
tance of the spiritual aspect of this problem.
Spiritual renewal is the fountainhead for
personal transformation.

Enoch Walker was married and had a child
he loved, a job he enjoyed, and a house in
Washington, D.C. Then he began abusing al-
cohol and drugs, what he calls ‘“the great re-
movers’ in his life, because they became
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more important to him than his family and
friends. Soon his wife left him, taking their
child. He became so abusive that even his
dog left him. He lost his job, smashed his
car, and started living on the streets.

Walker went through several rehabilita-
tion programs. He doesn’t know the precise
number because he doesn’t even remember
some of them. Yet each time, he slipped back
into addiction. ‘“When | was functional, 1|
would put on a nice three-piece suit and go
and get the good jobs,”” he says. “But it was
like putting a three-piece suit on a fish.
Nothing would happen on the inside.”

Then he checked himself into the Gospel
Rescue Ministries of Washington, D.C. There,
he received not only mental and physical
counseling, but something else—spiritual
guidance. As he says, “They reached my
heart and . . . gave me an awakening.” He
has now been clean for three years, and is a
self-employed carpenter with two other men
working for him.

Walker’s story is important because his
background is so typical of America’s home-
less population. Homeless advocates are
quick to point out that many of the home-
less suffer serious or acute mental illness.
They are correct. There are no easy answers
for how to help heal these people and restore
balance and normality to their lives. Many
of them may never leave an institutionalized
or group-home setting.

The mentally ill, however, do not make up
the majority of the people who walk into our
centers. About 80 percent of the homeless
who enter the City Mission in Cleveland, for
example, show symptoms of substance abuse.
At our Mel Trotter Ministries in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, perhaps 90 percent struggle
with addictions that have helped spawn and
sustain a whole set of destructive attitudes
and behaviors. There is simply no way to get
at those behaviors without first helping the
addict break his or her addiction for good.
Most government and traditional shelter re-
habilitation programs are notoriously poor
in curing addictions. Many do not even try.

But those that do suffer from a crucial
flaw. Although grounded in the best of inten-
tions, federal programs by law can only ad-
minister to mental and physical maladies,
not the spiritual. Any homeless programs
that receive federal funds ‘‘must provide
shelter and other eligible activities in a
manner free from religious influence,”
writes Michael Stover, HUD’s assistant gen-
eral counsel for the Rocky Mountain region,
in a 1995 legal brief. ‘It may not provide reli-
giously oriented services to persons using
the homeless shelter and must not hire only
persons from a particular religious persua-
sion.” There it is; an explicit rejection of
faith as the crucial component of change.
This is why the overwhelming majority of
our mission directors steer clear of govern-
ment funding.

We’ve seen countless people wander into
our shelters with a mind-wrenching addic-
tion to crack cocaine; for example, and it’s
obvious to us that it takes more than phys-
ical and mental counseling to break that
grip. Simply telling that addict to eat his
vegetables and study the multiplication ta-
bles just isn’t enough. Ask any of our mis-
sion directors, many of whom have 20 to 30
years experience helping the homeless. The
spectrum of addictions and difficulties from
which the homeless suffer have no long-term
care outside of a heartfelt commitment of
faith.

““Skid Row is not a geographical location,”
says Kalman, a former drug addict. “It's a
heart condition. Unless you change a home-
less individual’s heart—not just his mind and
body—he will remain homeless.

For this reason, all of our missions instill
in homeless people the reality of a God who
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loves them, cares for them, and wants to
help change them. In our view, based not
only on our theology but on our experience,
it is Jesus Christ, not any program, who
transforms a man’s or woman’s life, who
gives them the strength to summon the
courage to break their destructive habits.
A MORAL INCUBATOR

Hand in hand with faith commitment is
the sustained determination—both from
shelter staff and the homeless themselves—
to stay clean, hold down a job, or save a mar-
riage. The homeless need and environment in
which they are challenged to acknowledge
and consistently renounce unhealthy behav-
iors; otherwise, they won’t acquire the prac-
tical or emotional skills they need to suc-
ceed.

Mouthing a religious commitment is not
enough; there must be actions to match. Our
shelters insist not on perfection, but on re-
peated, good-faith efforts to change. And
with god’s grace, and a disciplined environ-
ment, they do. ““We not only place respon-
sibility on our clients.” says Rev. Carl
Resener, the executive director of the Nash-
ville Union Rescue Mission, ‘“‘we demand
that, as a condition of living at the mission
and participating in its programs, these men
and women change their destructive habits.”

This is one reason our shelter programs
span several months. It gives the homeless
time not only to rid themselves of their ad-
dictions, but also to build a foundation of
faith, education, and social skills necessary
to succeed in life. Consider our Regeneration
Program at our Miami Rescue Mission. Rev.
Frank Jacobs, the executive director, over-
sees an eight-month recovery program for
130 men. Bible study is mandatory. The men
commit to memory biblical passages—they
call them “‘arsenal verses”—that address be-
havioral problems such as drunkenness, lazi-
ness, and theft. The mission also offers a
three- to four-month period of daily instruc-
tion on coping and social skills, with a heavy
emphasis on relapse prevention.

Listen to Raymond Nastu, a drug addict
arrested more than 80 times for offenses
ranging from drug possession to brawling. He
checked into the Bridgeport Rescue Mission
in Connecticut. “‘I should have been dead so
many times | can’t keep track of them,” he
says. But the mission’s strict regimen and
climate of tough love turned him around. ““I
never had people care about me the way they
do here, and that gave me the hope and cour-
age to believe | could change.”” Today, Nastu
is drug free and works as a carpenter.

Now compare that to some of the larger
shelters in the country that place virtually
no conditions on their residents. The results
have not been pretty. Take the Mitch Snyder
Shelter, in Washington, D.C. It is named
after the homeless activist whose 1983 hun-
ger strike prompted the Reagan administra-
tion to renovate a Federal building so that it
could be used as a homeless shelter. As docu-
mented by a 60 Minutes exposé, this shelter
has been a haven for the selling of crack co-
caine and liquor, as well as misuse of chari-
table funds and general corruption.

FRIENDS AND FAMILY

Our missions place a heavy emphasis on re-
building relationships to one’s family,
friends, and religious community. Positive re-
lationships are a vital link between the homeless
and lasting rehabilitation.

“We don’t always want to put our clients
back with their old friends because some-
times the old friends are the problem,” says
Rev. George Verley of the Union Gospel Mis-
sion in St. Paul. ‘““However, the worst thing
in the world is for them to be alone, so we
teach them to establish relationships. It’s
vital that they have this support structure
when they leave us.”
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This is probably one of the most over-
looked elements of most traditional and gov-
ernment-funded shelter programs. The home-
less typically are treated in utter isolation;
little attempt is made to reconnect them to
family members. Yet when caregivers don’t
know a person’s family background, it often
becomes much more difficult to discern the
most effective ways to help.

Many shelters, fearful of crossing church-
state lines, do not even introduce the home-
less to religious communities that could
offer support. The Salvation Army shelters
are a noteworthy exception here, but the ma-
jority of shelters have no process for helping
a recovering addict plant roots in his or her
community.

There may be no more important step for
a formerly homeless person, however, than
to be grounded in a community of caring,
committed individuals. Listen to Enoch
Walker again: ““If you do not have people
surrounding you who care about you and
give you unconditional love and give you the
time that it takes to work yourself through
it and work with you, | do not really see too
many people who can make it.”” The pres-
sures of life, the temptations of the street,
the siren call of old habits—all can easily
prove to be too much for the men and women
struggling to get back on their feet.

THE GOVERNMENT ALBATROSS

We know that these and other principles
are crucial to effectively helping the home-
less help themselves. Though we don’t expect
the people we serve to pay us a dime—most
couldn’t—that doesn’t mean we have no ex-
pectations of them ‘‘There are two root
causes of homelessness,” says Rev. Mike Ed-
wards from the Los Angeles Mission. “‘Lack
of relationships and lack of responsibility.
Re-establishing a sense of both is key to our
long-term success.”

Success for us means much more than feed-
ing people and keeping them safe, as impor-
tant as those objectives are. Our aim is to
help people break their addictions, learn
basic life skills, and become honest, produc-
tive members of their communities. Over the
last few years, we’ve conducted internal
studies of our programs and the results are
truly encouraging: The vast majority of our
missions achieve success rates of more than
50 percent, with many achieving success
rates of 70 or 80 percent. That means that
most of the people who graduate from one of
our programs become independent; a few slip
back into old habits, but most remain addic-
tion free, employed, and connected to family
and friends.

Our success is also reflected in support
from our communities. Eight years ago, the
cumulative budgets of the 210 U.S.-based
member missions in the International Union
of Gospel Missions totaled $50 million.
Today, IUGM counts 245 missions as mem-
bers, and their cumulative budgets add up to
more than $300 million. The overwhelming
majority of our programs are funded pri-
vately, through individual donors, churches,
and corporate sponsors. We don’t require or
expect government to lend a hand—and it
hasn’t.

Nor do we expect government to get in the
way of our efforts—but it has. There are sev-
eral areas where government bureaucrats
have been unsupportive or downright hostile
to rescue ministries’ efforts. These include
labor laws, zoning issues, licensing, surplus
food distribution, and disaster relief.

Most of their objections stem from their
reading (misreading, actually) of the First
Amendment’s religion clauses, designed to
ensure citizens’ basic religious freedoms. To
which we respond: If we want a person to be
truly free, that person must first be free of
drugs. This is the promise rescue ministry
fulfills.
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Consider the following trouble areas:

Labor. For years, rescue missions have
struggled with the issue of whether homeless
men and women who do work in the missions
as part of rehabilitation qualify as employ-
ees under the Fair Labor Standards Act. In
September 1990, the Labor Department deter-
mined that the Salvation Army had to pay
the minimum wage to clients performing
work as part of rehabilitation, unless the
Army’s location registered as a ‘‘sheltered
workshop.” (Sheltered workshops histori-
cally have been places handicapped people
went for training, not live-in facilities.)

After much political and legal wrangling,
the Labor Department suspended enforce-
ment pending further study. They policy re-
mains in suspension, but has not been for-
mally revoked.

Zoning. City and county boards have
stopped or interfered with mission programs
across the nation. The Denver Rescue Mis-
sion is located in an area known as Lower
Downtown or ‘“LoDo.” This was formerly
Denver’s Skid Row, an area where the des-
titute congregated. In recent years, however,
the area has been redeveloped and now sup-
ports a burgeoning night life.

That welcome development has had a most
unwelcome side effect: City officials have
ratcheted up their efforts to curb the mis-
sion’s work. For example, on cold nights, the
110-bed mission used to set up about 40 cots
in the chapel to meet the increased need.
City officials never raised any objection be-
cause it took people off the street. Today,
city officials flatly prohibit this practice.

City officials in Daytona Beach, Florida,
have not allowed the Daytona Rescue Mis-
sion to locate within the city. The mission
has gone to federal court. In Albany, New
York, the Capital City Rescue Mission has
been trying to relocate in order to expand its
services. Recently, the city rejected the mis-
sion’s request to move to a previously
agreed-upon property. Other missions that
have encountered significant roadblocks in-
clude the Union Gospel Missions of Dallas,
Spokane, and Yakima, Washington.

Licensing. The licensing of faith-based pro-
grams, beyond issues of health and safety,
has become a major impediment to many
missions’ spiritual integrity. Licensing has
brought regulations such as a ‘“client’s bill
of rights” in Tennessee, which originally in-
cluded the right not to be presented with re-
ligious teaching. (That’s somewhat like or-
ganizing a football team and including the
right not to be touched!)

Then there is the case of the City Mission
in Schenectady, New York. It was cited by
New York’s Department of Social Services
because it prohibited pornographic materials
from its facilities. Only after three months
of negotiation did the mission and state au-
thorities reach agreement that the mission
was within its rights to prohibit pornog-
raphy.

“We determined that on health and safety
issues, we would submit to government regu-
lations,”” says Eivion Williams, the mission’s
executive director. “‘But this was an issue of
morality—what was right and what was
wrong—and we stood firm. And in the end,
we wound up getting what we asked for.”

Food Distribution. For many years, rescue
missions accepted federal surplus food and
distributed it to the needy without excessive
oversight or regulation. In December 1993,
however, the U.S. Department of Agriculture
mailed a memo to missions in its Western re-
gion that stated that USDA commodities
were not to be used in meals where individ-
uals were required to attend religious serv-
ices. This caused confusion among many
mission directors who were uncertain how to
interpret the new rules. On advice of counsel,
some missions have turned down USDA com-
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modities because they believe accepting the
food would subject them to federal regula-
tions that compromise religious teachings.

Indeed, one of the interesting contradic-
tions of federal policy is that schools, day-
care programs, and early childhood develop-
ment classes operated by churches may serve
surplus food—even though their programs
are grounded in religious beliefs. The govern-
ment seems to believe that children in reli-
gious programs need good food, but homeless
in religious programs do not.

Tonight 27,000 people in America are stay-
ing in rescue missions. Each is being fed,
sheltered, and assisted. Last year, rescue
missions served more than 28 million meals
to the poor and homeless. That’s enough to
provide a meal to every resident in the state
of California. Yet each person is also being
challenged with hope and opportunity. Our
rehabilitation programs involve over 11,500
men, women, and children.

Rescue missions are poised to continue
their dramatic growth and success. Drug re-
habilitation programs are expanding to meet
the increasing need. Computer training and
educational programs are now staples at
many missions, providing GED preparation,
core curriculum classes, drivers education,
and job training. Missions are also setting up
joint ventures with local businesses to give
reformed addicts on-the-job training.

Unfortunately, our optimism at the
progress of our missions is tempered by the
cold realities of the street. The face of home-
lessness in America in changing. It is getting
younger and more female. Children, once a
rarity at shelters, are showing up with in-
creasing frequency—and this cannot bode
well for American society.

There are other problems. As Rev. Tom
Laymon, the executive director of Mel Trot-
ter Ministries in Grand Rapids, observes.
“There is an aging population in our prisons
that will eventually be given back to soci-
ety. Many will have spent decades in prison.
This means a whole new generation of ‘older
homeless’ will be out on the streets and in
need of our services.”

Amidst this trend, federal and state home-
less and anti-poverty programs—devoid of
moral, spiritual, or religious counseling—
will continue to fail. The answer is not for
government to get into the religion business,
but at the very least, to get out of the way
of religiously based groups that are making
a decisive difference in people’s lives.

We have identified more than 100 American
cities with populations of over 40,000 that are
without a rescue mission. In 10 years IUGM
wants to have programs in each of these. Our
hope and prayer is that missions around the
country will demonstrate the power of a
well-rounded program that nourishes mind
and body, spirit and soul.

““HEY—I’M HUNGRY.”’

Those involved with rescue missions know
the difficulties and dangers of inner-city life.
Many, like Mickey Kalman, spent years on
the street—drifting, stealing, begging, and
doing drugs—until they reached out for help.
Kalman, now the executive director of City
Rescue Mission in Oklahoma City, was in-
vited to speak at the 1996 Republican Na-
tional Convention, in San Diego.

Mickey Kalman’s young life centered
around alcohol. “‘I grew up with drunks and
learned to drink,” he says. He joined a gang.
When he wasn’t travelling and getting into
mischief, he found trouble locally. At one
point he pulled a gun on his teacher, threat-
ening to “‘blow his brains out.”” By the age of
12, he was on probation.

Later Kalman got involved with drugs.
“Once | ran away with a shipment of dope,
sold it, and hid out in Wyoming,” he remem-
bers. ““When | didn’t have money for gas, I si-
phoned it out of construction trucks.”
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One day he found himself in Stockton,
California, alone and hungry. He’d been liv-
ing on the streets for the better part of two
years. He walked up to the door of a rescue
mission and said. ‘“Hey—I'm hungry.” The
man at the mission offered Kalman some
food and some work. He didn’t usually get of-
fers for work, but he agreed. Kalman decided
to enter the rehabilitation program, where
he found faith in God and the power to turn
his life around.

Today, Rev. Mickey Kalman oversees a
mission budget of $1.4 million, with a staff of
21. Thousands are helped by his mission
every year. ‘““Rescue mission work isn’'t
easy,”” he says. “It’s hard to love some of the
people who come to us . . . [but] when they
knock, | say, ‘Come on in. My name is Mick-
ey Kalman. How would you like to stick
around and do a little work?’”’

CHRISTENING OF MADISON
WHITFIELD WILSON

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with
pride that | announce the christening of my
granddaughter, Madison Whitfield Wilson, on
Sunday, October 12 at Lakewood Presbyterian
Church in Jacksonville, FL

Madison is the first child of my daughter
Katie and her husband George. She was born
at 5:15 p.m., Thursday, July 31, 1997, at Jack-
sonville Memorial Medical Center and weighed
8 pounds, 6 ounces at birth.

This wondrous event is a poignant reminder
that the primary purpose of our service here
as Members of the U.S. Congress is to build
a better future for America, for our children,
and their children.

In that spirit, | share the joy of Madison
Whitfield Wilson’s arrival with my colleagues
and urge our renewed dedication to ensuring
that America’s tomorrows will be even better
than her yesterdays.

HONORING THE THIRD ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE WOMEN’'S HEALTH
INITIATIVE AT BAYLOR COL-
LEGE OF MEDICINE

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 9, 1997

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the Women’s Health Initiative [WHI] at Baylor
College of Medicine in Houston as they cele-
brate their third anniversary and build on their
landmark research on women'’s health. A vital
component of the Texas Medical Center in my
district, the Women'’s Health Initiative is one of
40 clinical centers across the country taking
part in the WHI, the largest ever women's
health study in the United States.

Three years ago, the National Institutes of
Health awarded Baylor College of Medicine a
grant of $11.8 million to conduct the largest,
longest clinical trial in Baylor's history. This
study is examining the health of more than
5,400 women over a 12-year period, and fo-
cuses on diseases that are critically important
to the health of women: cardiovascular dis-
eases, breast cancer, colorectal cancer and
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