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‘‘The treatment gave him hope,’’ James

Lander said. ‘‘He completely brightened up.
You could just see it. I’m sure he thought it
would cure him or he wouldn’t have gone to
Virginia’’ from his home in Waco, Tex.

In a search warrant affidavit filed Friday
in Circuit Court, investigators said they
were seeking ‘‘patient files and other records
related to appointments and [the] treatment
of other patients who have received this
treatment and have both lived and died.’’

An affidavit was filed yesterday in Fairfax
County Circuit Court to obtain a search war-
rant for an office in Annandale that police
said MacNay opened in July.

Sheetz was released from jail on personal
recognizance. If convicted of the felony
charge, he could be sentenced to up to five
years in prison.

f

THE RESPONSIBLE BORROWER
PROTECTION BANKRUPTCY ACT

HON. RICK BOUCHER
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 1997
Mr. BOUCHER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

to join with my friend, BILL MCCOLLUM, in intro-
ducing the Responsible Borrower Protection
Bankruptcy Act. This legislation is intended to
ensure that our personal bankruptcy laws op-
erate fairly, efficiently, and free of abuse.

Today’s consumer bankruptcy system is
fundamentally flawed. The Bankruptcy Code
makes virtually no attempt to calibrate the
level of bankruptcy protection to the level of
each debtor’s need. Rather, it allows a debtor
to discharge debts even if the debtor can
repay those debts. Currently, about 70 percent
of bankruptcy filers use chapter 7, which has
no provision for debt repayment even if the
filer can repay. Only 30 percent use chapter
13, which sets up repayment plans. At
present, individuals with significant income
and the ability to repay some of their debts
can obtain the same full discharge of debts as
individuals with little or no income and assets.

Our legislation addresses this problem by
requiring that a debtor demonstrate that he or
she actually needs bankruptcy relief and, if so,
provides only the amount of relief that is need-
ed. This needs-based system would create a
simple formula, based on a debtor’s income
and obligations, to determine exactly how
much relief the debtor needs. Individuals with
no means to repay their debts could file for
bankruptcy under chapter 7, thereby obtaining
complete debt relief and a fresh start. Individ-
uals who can repay a portion of their debts
would file under chapter 13 and begin a re-
payment plan based on what they can afford.
Recognizing that an individual’s circumstances
can change, the legislation also requires a
periodic review of a debtor’s financial situation
so the repayment can be adjusted if nec-
essary.

The legislation also imposes a number of
procedural reforms to improve the bankruptcy
process. It streamlines bankruptcy proceed-
ings so that they are more efficient for all par-
ties involved. It requires that debtors receive
information about alternatives to bankruptcy,
including credit counseling. Educating con-
sumers about their options should help to
spare many consumers from the bankruptcy
process, since many creditors are willing to
create alternative repayment programs with
people in financial distress.

With this change in the Bankruptcy Code,
the bankruptcy system would protect consum-
ers in financial difficulty without unfairly impos-
ing inappropriate additional costs and burdens
on consumers who continue to pay their
debts. The Responsible Borrower Protection
Bankruptcy Act recognizes that individuals
who file for bankruptcy should receive the
amount of debt relief they truly need—no more
and no less.

All consumers should benefit from this legis-
lation—every consumer pays higher prices for
goods and services and higher interest rates
as a result of bankruptcy losses. Enactment of
the Responsible Borrower Protection Bank-
ruptcy Act will reduce the level of those bank-
ruptcy losses, thereby reducing the cost of
credit for all consumers.

Also benefiting from this reform will be bor-
rowers who pose some risk for lenders. The
ease of filing for chapter 7 relief today discour-
ages the making of loans to these creditworthy
but somewhat marginal borrowers. Honest,
well-intentioned low-income consumers will
find greater opportunities to obtain credit when
our legislation is enacted.

I am pleased to be an original cosponsor of
this legislation and will work closely with my
colleague, Mr. MCCOLLUM, to ensure its pas-
sage.
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RECOVERY AND PROTECTION
ACT OF 1997
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Tuesday, September 23, 1997

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, today,
I am introducing the Forest Recovery and Pro-
tection Act of 1997 to address the grave forest
health problems that exist, not only in my
home State of Oregon, but across the United
States.

I am delighted to be joined by Representa-
tive CHARLIE STENHOLM, ranking Democrat on
the Agriculture Committee, Representative
LARRY COMBEST, who chairs the Subcommit-
tee on Forests, Resource Conservation and
Research, as well as Representatives BISHOP,
CALLAHAN, EMERSON, and PETERSON (PA),
who are original cosponsors of the bill. A com-
panion to this bill will also be introduced in the
Senate by Senator GORDON SMITH of Oregon.

That this bill enjoys bipartisan support in the
House, and equally substantial support in the
Senate, indicates both the significance of our
growing forest health crisis and the commit-
ment of Members in both Chambers of Con-
gress and on both sides of the aisle to ad-
dress the issue in a productive and coopera-
tive way.

This bill is the result of six Agriculture Com-
mittee hearings on the health of America’s for-
est, in which the committee listened to and
learned from the administration, scientists,
academics, lawmakers, State foresters, land
managers, environmentalists, and the forest
products industry.

It establishes a nationwide, scientific, orga-
nized, efficient, and timely strategy for ad-
dressing forest health concerns in all regions
of the country. This legislation is desperately
needed, because, as our hearing record at-
tests:

The long-term health of America’s forest is
threatened by wildfire, disease, insect infesta-
tions, and the loss of habitat.

Each region of the country has significant
and unique forest health problems requiring in-
dividualized and carefully tailored remedies.

A tremendous body of scientific knowledge
exists that both documents declining forest
conditions, and promotes strategies for land
managers to restore and recover vulnerable
forest resources.

Delayed or passive management of our for-
ests will certainly result in log-term resource
damage. The most effective way to reverse
this grave trend is through active, scientific,
timely management.

The Chief of the Forest Service has testified
that 40 million acres of national forest are at
imminent risk of being lost to catastrophic
wildfire. Yet, we are investing just $50 million
per year in on-the-ground wildfire prevention,
while spending as much as $1 billion per year
fighting wildfire.

This is backward. Unless we invest more in
prevention, wildfires will continue to increase
in frequency and intensity, destroying human
life and property and degrading habitat, water-
shed values, and the quality of our air and
water.

The Forest Recovery and Protection Act
sets forth a strategy that will assist the Forest
Service in rolling up its shirt sleeves and tack-
ling chronic forest conditions in an organized
and timely way and within the parameters of
all existing environmental laws and forest
plans.

This legislation creates a national, 5-year
program to restore forest health by directing
the Forest Service to systematically identify
and prioritize forest recovery areas at greatest
risk of loss to wildfire, insect infestations and
disease, and conduct recovery projects in
these areas.

To assist the agency in identifying and rank-
ing the areas at greatest risk, a new scientific
panel is established in an advisory capacity.
Because adequate monitoring of management
activities is so important, this panel is also
charged with providing recommendations on a
monitoring plan for the national program.

Prior to implementation of the 5-year pro-
gram, the bill directs the agency to implement
advance forest recovery projects. These
projects will proceed in areas where the risk of
destruction to human life and property or of
serious resource degradation is obvious and
imminent and where extensive scientific as-
sessments have already been completed, and
treatments can be designed and implemented
quickly.

The bill also provides a new source of fund-
ing to assist the Forest Service in implement-
ing advance recovery projects and administer-
ing the national program. In order to maximize
agency accountability for the use of this new
funding, the bill requires that the fund’s avail-
ability be tied to timely decisionmaking and re-
porting by the agency. This will create an in-
centive for the agency to act in a time-sen-
sitive and responsible manner.

The bill sets a standard of accountability for
the agency consistent with the requirements of
the Government Performance and Results Act.
The Forest Service is required to report both
to Congress and the American public on the
results achieved by the projects conducted
under this act. In addition, the USDA Inspector
General and the General Accounting Office
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are required to conduct a comprehensive audit
of the national program to aid Congress in its
determination of whether to continue the pro-
gram in the long term.

Finally, the bill requires more frequent and
standardized inventories of forest lands
through an existing Forest Service program
called Forest Inventory and Analysis. This pro-
vision will assist private, Federal, and other
public land managers in planning and man-
agement decisions through the availability of
the best and more current scientific data.

I look forward to receiving thoughtful and
constructive comment on this bill as it moves
through the committee process. I am confident
that, with a bipartisan effort in the Agriculture
Committee and the cooperation of the admin-
istration, we will produce a finished plan of ac-
tion for improving and protecting our country’s
forest resources both in the short term and for
generations to come
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Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
rise today to recognize an institution in south-
west Missouri for promoting and laying the
foundation upon which character is built. The
institution I speak of is Southwest Missouri
State University [SMSU] where I had the privi-
lege to earn my master’s in history. The award
is the ‘‘Templeton Foundation Honor Roll for
Character Building Colleges.’’ Some 135 insti-
tutions were selected out of 2,208 eligible uni-
versities and colleges. More impressive is that
of the 6 percent of universities that were privi-
leged to receive this award, only eight were
public institutions and SMSU was the only
public institution in Missouri to receive this
award.

In 1995, SMSU began a statewide mission
in public affairs that focuses on developing
traits within students that help them to become
responsible citizens. That is why it is no sur-
prise that SMSU would meet the standards
needed to be recognized as a character build-
ing institution. Those standards considered as
determinants of the award are the extent to
which students are inspired to develop and
strengthen their moral reasoning skills, the en-
couragement of spiritual growth and moral val-
ues, community building experiences, a drug-
free lifestyle and whether the institution con-
ducts critical assessments of its character-
building programs and activities.

SMSU begins to establish each of these val-
ues when students start their first year through
forums where nationally known role models
emphasize personal responsibility and char-
acter. Freshmen also attend a mandatory
class that focuses on responsible citizenship
in a learning community. This class teaches
that drug and alcohol abuse will not be toler-
ated but also demonstrates alternatives that
encourage physical, social, and spiritual well-
being. Frequent roundtable discussions focus
on incorporating principle values that help a
learning institution like SMSU flourish. More
than 20 religious organizations on campus are
very active and play an influential role in stu-
dent life. The city of Springfield has benefited

from the community involvement of SMSU
where just last year students, faculty, and staff
contributed more than 69,500 hours of com-
munity service. SMSU students also are re-
sponsible for coordinating the nationwide ‘‘Into
the Streets’’ program for the city of Springfield.
SMSU surveys alumni and faculty to assess
the civic involvement and also studies other
universities to learn their assessment tech-
niques.

While I know that students, faculty, and staff
of SMSU will celebrate this award, the com-
munity of Springfield and every parent whose
child is attending SMSU should as well. Em-
ployees can know that when they hire some-
one with a degree from SMSU they can trust
them to be faithful employees of character and
good citizenship. Parents can be confident
that when they send their children to SMSU
they will learn not only book knowledge but
also the values needed to produce good char-
acter.

Finally may I add that we remember the
words of Herbert Spencer when he said ‘‘Edu-
cation has for its object the formation of char-
acter.’’ Thank you SMSU for making that your
object as well.
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HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 1997
Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

submit the following tribute for publication in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. It was presented
on September 13, 1997, at a special event in
my South Bronx congressional district.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to one of
the most famous orchestras of Cuban music
of all times—the ‘‘Orquesta Aragón,’’ from
Cuba. ‘‘Orquesta Aragón’’ will perform on Sep-
tember 13 at a special event at Hostos Com-
munity College in my South Bronx congres-
sional district.

Thousands of people are expected to attend
and enjoy the music of this world famous or-
chestra. At this event, Andy Montañez, one of
Cuba’s most talented composers and singers,
will join the orchestra. The success of this
event is a symbol of the close relationship that
exists between the people of that Caribbean
Island, the South Bronx community and be-
yond.

‘‘Orquesta Aragón’’ was founded in 1939 by
bass player Orestes Aragón. In 1945, violin
player Rafael Lay became the director of the
orchestra at the age of 19. During the 1940’s
and 1950’s, it became the best orchestra of
‘‘son’’, ‘‘mambo’’, ‘‘danzón’’, and ‘‘cha-cha-
chá’’ in Cuba.

As a publication in Cuba simply described it:
‘‘Charanga bands were divided into two
groups; in one was Aragón and, in the other,
were all the rest.’’

That was the time when all radio stations in
Havana carried Aragón music. This fact, and
the signing of a recording contract with RCA-
Victor, assured the orchestra tremendous
international success.

The orchestra went on tour and gained the
hearts of fans in Europe, the Far East and the
Americas. It has performed on famous stages
worldwide, including the Tchaikovsky Conserv-
atory in Moscow and the Lincoln Center’s
Avery Fisher Hall.

One of the compositions created by Richard
Egües, ‘‘El Bodeguero’’, was soon recorded by
Nat King Cole and other famous musicians.

With the passing away of Rafael Lay, the
orchestra’s baton was passed on to Richard
Egües, and most recently to Lay’s son, Rafael
Lay, Jr.

Throughout its 58 years of playing great
Afro-Cuban music, ‘‘Orquesta Aragón’’ has re-
corded over 700 tunes and recorded dozens
of LP’s and CD’s. It has also received numer-
ous honors, including the Egrem’s Grand Prize
for breaking record sales with its golden anni-
versary recording, ‘‘50 Años de Oro.’’

The orchestra continues to be acclaimed
internationally. In 1992, it enjoyed great suc-
cess at the Carnival in Barranquilla, Colombia.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the exceptional talent of the ‘‘Orquesta
Aragón’’ and in wishing its members continued
success.
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Tuesday, September 23, 1997
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the heroic acts of a young man from
my district. Kirk Fistick set aside his own fears
of disease and infection to save another life.
What sets this courageous act apart is that it
took place in Russia. By crossing both lan-
guage and cultural barriers with this remark-
able act, Kirk became an Ambassador for the
United States. Kirk’s heroic acts led the Boy
Scouts of America to award him the Honor
Medal, an honor only given to 36 people in
1993.

Kirk was one of 40 students selected by the
National Freedom Support Act Scholarship to
represent our country as a foreign exchange
student in Russia. One day during his stay in
Russia, he came across a man on the side of
the road who had stopped breathing. Kirk
risked his own life to perform CPR three times
before the ambulance arrived and was able to
keep him alive until he could receive medical
care. Kirk reminds us all, Russian and Amer-
ican, that the Good Samaritan still exists
today.

Kirk Fistick is the son of Robert and Patricia
Fistick who reside in Charlotte Hall, MD. Kirk
has an exceptional list of accomplishments. In
addition to recently being awarded the Honor
Medal, Kirk is an Eagle Scout and was award-
ed a National Certificate of Merit by the Boy
Scouts of America for his help at the site of an
automobile accident.

Kirk’s life has not been all fun and games.
He had to endure a 2-year bout with Lyme
disease which he contracted during the sum-
mer of 1993. At times during these 2 years he
was so critically ill he could not walk or sit up
straight and required hospitalization or home
care, but Kirk is a fighter. Throughout his ill-
ness, he managed to achieve honor roll status
and played ice hockey as part of his physical
therapy.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join
with me in honoring this outstanding young
man for his many accomplishments and con-
gratulate him on being awarded the Honor
Medal.
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