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Francis Touchette was both a dedicated public
servant and a humanitarian.

Francis started his career when he was
elected to the office of Democratic precinct
committeeman when Franklin Roosevelt was
elected President of the United States. In ad-
dition to serving as a Democratic precinct
committeeman for many years, Francis was
elected Centreville Township supervisor and
was elected to serve as a member of the
county board from Centreville Township. On
two separate occasions during his career on
the county board, his colleagues saw fit to
elect Francis to serve as their chairman.

In addition to being one of the leading
Democrats in southwestern and southern |lli-
nois, Francis was one of the leaders in provid-
ing health care and other services to the un-
derprivileged and the poor throughout the re-
gion.

Francis was the founder of Centreville town-
ship Hospital—later renamed Touchette Re-
gional Hospital in Centreville, IL. As Centre-
ville Township supervisor, he recognized that
the underprivileged and the poor were not re-
ceiving adequate health care services and
therefore called upon the people of the town-
ship to construct a hospital for people in the
Greater Centreville area. He was a charter
member of the East Side Health District and
founded the Southern lllinois Health Care
Foundation.

Very few people have touched and im-
proved the lives of so many as Francis
Touchette. His service to the people of the St.
Louis region and of southwestern lllinois will
live on—and his friendship that he extended to
me and many others will never be forgotten.

My colleagues, | ask you to join me in pay-
ing tribute to a great friend and a great leader.

WORKLINK

HON. JAMES M. TALENT

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the city of St. Peters for the suc-
cessful implementation of WorkLink, the first
telecommunication center in the State of Mis-
souri and the entire Midwest. Opening in July
1996, WorkLink was designed as a commu-
nity-based telecommunications center
equipped to provide individuals, businesses,
and organizations with a wide array of ad-
vanced telecommunications and related serv-
ices. WorkLink promotes telecommuting as an
efficient way of doing business and helping
employees better balance their time between
work and family.

WorkLink offers an alternative to many com-
panies and employees to maintain and en-
courage performance and productivity; assists
companies in cutting expenses by consolidat-
ing office and parking space; improves em-
ployee moral by accommodating work and
family needs; and helps the community by re-
ducing traffic congestion and improving air
quality.

Currently, two-thirds of the available space
at WorkLink is equipped with offices and
workstations with the advanced technology
and interconnectivity to handle most advanced
office telecommunications functions. The facil-
ity houses many businesse types, including

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

engineering, financial, computer consulting,
computer  programming,  sales/marketing,
healthcare, publishing, distance learning, and
charitable professionals.

By stepping out onto the cutting edge of
telecommuting, the city of St. Peters is offering
those in their community a tremendous oppor-
tunity. | am sure WorkLink will serve as a
model for other communities, and | commend
Mayor Tom Brown and Helen Robert,
WorkLink manager, for their vision and hard
work.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF AIR FORCE
HON. VAN HILLEARY

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
an Air Force veteran and a major in the Air
Force Reserve to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the U.S. Air Force.

When we look at today’s Air Force, with all
its cutting-edge technological advances and
global superiority, it's amazing to think how far
we have come in this century. It's certainly a
far cry from the military’s first airborne activi-
ties—the Army’s use of balloons for reconnais-
sance during the Civil War and Spanish Amer-
ican War, and the use of its first aircraft
against Pancho Villa in Mexico in 1916.

From these humble roots, military aviation
grew and matured from being a part of the
Signal Corps in 1914, to becoming the Army
Bureau of Aircraft Production and the Air Serv-
ice in 1918, to the Army Air Forces and the
Army Air Corps in the 1920’s.

As military aviators distinguished them-
selves in World War | and World War Il, sup-
port for a full-fledged, independent Air Force
grew. More and more people came to realize
that the Air Corps was more than just a part
of the Army: It was a highly specialized branch
of the military which should stand on equal
footing with the Army and the Navy.

Finally, in 1947, the National Security Act,
which created an independent U.S. Air Force,
was passed by Congress and signed into law
by President Harry S Truman. Fifty years later,
we celebrate the contributions the Air Force
has made over the past five decades, and we
look forward to the many more contributions
which the Air Force will make in the decades
and centuries to come.

| know Air Force veterans and members at
installations around the world will mark this
50th anniversary with great pride and honor.
At Arnold Engineering and Development Cen-
ter [AEDC] on Arnold Air Force Base in my
congressional district, a celebration was re-
cently held in observance of this milestone,
and I'm sure similar events have been held at
many other bases.

Mr. Speaker, at this point, | would like to
once again thank the U.S. Air Force for all it
has done for our great country, and | would
like to insert into the RECORD a poem written
by Tennessee’s poet laureate Margaret Britton
Vaughn, in honor of this wonderful anniver-
sary. This poem was read publicly for the first
time by Maggie Vaughn at the AEDC 50th an-
niversary commemoration.

AIR FORCE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Nineteen forty-seven, fifty years ago
The vision would not rest
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until the Air Force was born,
And the Bird left its nest.

A Bird with metal wings

A cockpit for an eye

Pilots gave it heart and soul
With grace of a butterfly.
America’s fields grow barracks
And long, gray runways.

Seas of blue uniforms

Blended with the amber waves.
Above the patterned clouds

We watched fliers in formations,
Vapor trails left behind

Sent a message to all nations.
The large Bear of the U.S.S.R.
Shoot with disbelief,

The Eagle soared above its head
Bringing West Berlin relief.

Red Communism was no match
For men and women in blue,
MIGs could not compete

Where the Sabre flew.

From Korea to Vietnam

To Desert Storm of Iraq,

The Air Force was there

And brought the banner back.
Yesterday a playful boy

Spread his arms in flight,
Dreamed one day he’d fly

In his sleep at night.

The boy fulfilled his dream

High above the barren ground.
And woke up a tired God

““When he broke the speed of sound”’
Today boys and girls

Share that same dream.

One day to take the oath

Join the Air Force team.

A half century has come and gone
Since Truman took the pen.
Signed aboard his ‘““Sacred Cow”’
Our Air Force to begin.

For those who served our country
In peace and war time,

For those who gave their lives
So freedom bells could chime.
For those who serve the Seal
Eagle, thunderbolt, stars and cloud
And wreath of six folds

Make our country proud.

The symbol of the Eagle

Facing the future without sorrow,
The United States, Air Force
Yesterday, today, tomorrow.

JOSEPHINE HINMAN’S GARDEN
HON. RON PACKARD

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize an outstanding citizen in my community.
Josephine Hinman, of Fallbrook, CA devotes
her life to attacking hunger. Josephine grows
and then donates some 12,000 bags of fruit
and vegetables a year to feed the poor, all
from her own garden. For 64 years, Josephine
Hinman has selflessly given both her time and
energy so that others may benefit.

Growing up during the Depression, Jose-
phine learned early on how hard it can be to
keep food on the table in tough times. Helping
her family maintain a large garden, they grew
enough to get by and help others in the neigh-
borhood. Today, Josephine is still taking care
of her garden, and still taking good care of the
less fortunate in her community.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation is beginning to re-
discover the power of local solutions. For far
too long, the Washington bureaucrats have in-
sisted that the only way to help those in need
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is to create another Government program and
bankroll it with endless taxpayer dollars. Peo-
ple like Josephine Hinman are showing Wash-
ington that no matter how much taxpayer
money you throw at a problem, little is ever
accomplished without the warmth and com-
passion of caring citizens.

Josephine Hinman’s story is truly inspiring.
Her selfless work should encourage each and
every one of us to reflect on how we may bet-
ter serve others. Most of us learned very
young in life that we share a responsibility to
help our neighbors and care for our commu-
nity. As | visit with and learn about those who
do remarkable works throughout my district, |
continue to be convinced that volunteering is
much more than a responsibility. Having the
time, talents, and ability to brighten the lives of
others is actually one of life’s greatest privi-
leges. The joy with which Josephine Hinman
continues to keep her garden open to all is
solid proof of that.

IN HONOR OF JIM BREMER

HON. TIM ROEMER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today in recognition of Mr.
Jim Bremer of Wanatah, IN. Not only am | ex-
tremely proud to call him a good friend, but |
am even prouder to call him a friend of his
community and the entire State of Indiana.

| first met Jim when | ran for Congress back
in 1990. During the course of my campaign,
people throughout his home county told me of
his reputation for honesty, hard work, and
common sense. Although he was—and re-
mains—a member of the opposite political
party, his neighbors strongly encouraged me
to seek his advice and support. It was soon
after that | first sat with Jim Bremer in his fa-
mous garage, discussing the national issues
of the day and gazing out at the beautiful ar-
rangement of flowers that surround his entire
home.

During the course of our meeting, | was
elated when Jim pledged to support me in the
1990 election. While the town of Wanatah is
small, the people there are conscientious,
hard working, driven by the right values, and
very active politically. | knew that folks in
Wanatah respected Jim and paid close atten-
tion to his opinions, and | thought his endorse-
ment would mean a lot to my campaign.

However, after Jim said he would support
me, he solemnly proclaimed, “As soon as you
get elected, | bet we’ll never see you again in
Wanatah.” This was probably the only time |
was able to prove him wrong. Not only do |
continue to stop by and sit in Jim's garage,
but every year | attend the Labor Day picnic
he hosts in his backyard. And | do not exag-
gerate when | claim that the renowned event
is equal to any picnic in the world. Jim roasts
a hog, smokes three turkeys in metal garbage
cans, and serves vine ripened tomatoes fresh
from his Olympic-size garden. If you manage
not to gorge yourself on this bounty, there
then awaits an amazing assortment of Hoosier
desserts—courtesy of Wanatah’s best kitchens
and family recipes.

After the meal, attentions invariably turn to
politics and discussions of our Nation’s future.
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Jim allows elected leaders like myself to ad-
dress the scores of people in attendance, and
there are few listeners who are shy about re-
sponding with their own views, comments, and
criticisms. In this age of big budget cam-
paigns, spin doctors, and television attack ads,
Jim reminds all of us that small-town, grass-
roots democracy is alive and well in America.

| am deeply grateful for Jim Bremer’'s work
to emphasize the importance of personal rela-
tionships between citizens and their govern-
ment. However, despite the vitality of our
grassroots, the success of Jim’'s efforts rests
entirely on the strength of his character and
the personal respect he has earned from oth-
ers. His unshakable—and sometimes biting—
honesty is without question and beyond re-
proach. In addition, he possesses that special
Hoosier brand of common sense that appeals
to independents and people of both major par-
ties. But above all, Jim is a hard worker who
is committed to helping his neighbors and his
community. As a veteran of the Korean war, a
deputy sheriff, and an electrician on the job,
Jim has exhibited the best American values of
dedication, responsibility, and caring for oth-
ers. | consider myself fortunate to be associ-
ated with him.

| hope Americans in the future will not stray
too far from Jim Bremer's example. If | did not
know that he is a one-of-a-kind, | would say
we need many more of him.

RICHIE ASHBURN: A BASEBALL
SUPERSTAR WITH STRONG NE-
BRASKA ROOTS

HON. DOUG BEREUTER

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, the Nation
recently lost a true treasure with the passing
of Richie Ashburn on September 9. Ashburn
was a Hall of Fame baseball superstar and re-
nowned broadcaster, but he never forgot his
Nebraska roots. In addition to his annual visits
back home, Ashburn made frequent ref-
erences to his hometown of Tilden and the
valuable lessons he learned while growing up
in Nebraska.

Richie Ashburn began his extraordinary ath-
letic career in Nebraska where he starred in
baseball, basketball, and track. Ashburn com-
bined a natural athletic ability with determina-
tion and a strong work ethic. In the process,
he set an enduring standard for athletes in
northeast Nebraska and served as an inspira-
tion for athletes across the State. Indeed this
Member used a Richie Asburn Louisville Slug-
ger when he played baseball for the Utica Le-
gion team and for Utica and Seward in the
Blue Valley League and the Cornhusker
League.

As a major league baseball player, Ashburn
amassed an impressive record which eventu-
ally earned him enshrinement in the Hall of
Fame. Outstanding from the beginning of his
career, Ashburn received Rookie-of-the-Year
honors in 1948. Year after year, he excelled at
the plate and in the field. He retired with an
amazing .308 batting average and had more
hits than any other player in the 1950’s.
Ashburn was a defensive standout in center-
field and led the league in putouts by an out-
fielder nine times, tying a major league record.
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Ashburn was also a threat on the basepaths
where he had 234 career stolen bases.

Following his outstanding 15 years in the
majors, Ashburn considered running for Con-
gress, but settled instead on a career in
broadcasting. As a broadcaster for the Phila-
delphia Phillies, Ashburn displayed remarkable
wit, knowledge, and love of the game. He was
a familiar and comfortable voice for Phillies
fans for 35 years.

Ashburn’s impressive statistics in the major
leagues demonstrate his greatness as a play-
er, but they obviously don't reveal the remark-
able qualities he displayed as a person.
Ashburn was a humble man with a marvelous
sense of humor. He also maintained the val-
ues he learned from his family in Nebraska—
honesty, loyalty, decency, and a caring atti-
tude. He truly had a genuine concern for all
people which earned him numerous friends
and lasting affection. Richie Ashburn will cer-
tainly be missed.

This Member would like to commend to his
colleagues the following editorials from the
Norfolk Daily News and the Philadelphia In-
quirer. The editorials highlight Richie
Ashburn’s impressive accomplishments in Ne-
braska and Philadelphia.

[From the Norfolk Daily News, Sept. 10, 1997]
Loss MOURNED
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF RICHIE ASHBURN WILL BE
REMEMBERED BY MANY IN AREA

Just short of a half-century ago, Richie
Ashburn was named ‘“‘rookie of the year’” by
the Sporting News. He had compiled a .333
batting average in his first major league
year; had stolen 32 bases to lead in that cat-
egory even though he missed a month of the
season. He was chosen as a starter in center
field for the National League allstar team in
that year, 1948.

His reaction to the award was this: ““I only
hope | will merit the honor by better playing
next year.”” His career with the Philadelphia
Phillies and finally with the Chicago Cubs
and New York Mets, was marked by that de-
termination and for continued high-level
performance. A lifetime record of achieve-
ment in baseball led to belated recognition
as a Hall of Fame member in 1995.

Northeast Nebraskans followed this Tilden
native’s career closely, from his days with
the Antelopes in the early 1940s, a Legion
baseball team sponsored by the post in
Neligh, to his stellar performance as a bas-
ketball player in the off-season for Norfolk
Junior College.

He had the strong support of parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Neil Ashburn, who made a home for
Richie and four of his young teammates in
their first years in Philadelphia. His mother
still lives in Tilden.

His talent was not limited to playing base-
ball, but also included column-writing for a
Philadelphia newspaper and a long career as
an announcer for the Phillies. Now his career
is closed with his sudden, unexpected death
Sept. 9 at the age of 70.

He has an extended family to mourn his
loss. It consists of supportive relatives, of
course, whom he came back to Nebraska to
see regularly. But it also numbers thousands
of aging baseball fans who still remember
vividly his exploits on the field and are
proud of his performance off of it.

[From the Philadelphia Inquirer, Sept. 10,

1997]
THE WHIZ KID
ON THE FIELD AND IN THE BROADCAST BOOTH,

RICHIE ASHBURN WAS PHILADELPHIA TO THE

CORE

Try to name a Philadelphian more beloved
than D. Richard Ashburn.
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