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Observation Squadron, the wing fought in var-
ious combat theaters around the world, dis-
playing courage in battles in the Pacific, Eu-
rope and China-Burma-India theaters.

The 146th distinguished itself during the
1950’s in the Korean war, and in the 1960’s
Southeast Asia conflict flying a variety of com-
bat air support missions. Since 1970, the
wing’s C–130 aircraft have traveled to all cor-
ners of the world, airlifting troops, passengers,
and cargo during training missions, exercise
deployments, and real-world military oper-
ations.

In 1992, the wing received its third Air Force
Outstanding Unit Award. The 146th was
praised for extraordinary service to the Nation,
State, and local communities during hostilities
in Panama and in the Persian Gulf, and in
peacetime humanitarian airlifts and aerial fire
fighting.

Mr. Speaker, while the mission and accom-
plishments of the 146th Airlift Wing are truly
commendable, their true strength lies in the
men and women who comprise the wing. I am
pleased to pay tribute to them today and con-
gratulate them on 50 years of service to our
Nation, State, and community.
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, in my role
as an administrative cochairman of the biparti-
san national security caucus, I served as the
cohost of a recent maritime policy briefing.
The group my colleagues and I assembled
discussed a wide range of critical issues which
have a significant impact on our national secu-
rity and the future of our maritime industry.

This dinner briefing was an outstanding suc-
cess because of the insights and observations
we received from several of my fellow cochair-
men in the national security caucus. The
group included Chairman FLOYD SPENCE of
the National Security Committee, IKE SKELTON,
the ranking Democrat on the Military Procure-
ment Subcommittee and STENY HOYER, the
chairman of the Democratic Steering Commit-
tee. We were also joined by TILLIE FOWLER,
the vice chairman of the Coast Guard and
Maritime Transportation Subcommittee.

Our guests of honor were Secretary of the
Navy John Dalton and Gen. Charles Krulak,
the commander of the Marine Corps. We were
also joined by several key executives form the
maritime industry and senior officials of lead-
ing trade associations and maritime organiza-
tions.

The topics we reviewed included the Mari-
time Security Program [MSP], the Jones Act,
the charter and build program, cargo pref-
erence, and acquisition reform. All of our par-
ticipants were in agreement that the dis-
appearance of U.S. shipping companies would
have a serious impact on America’s national
security.

During Operation Desert Storm, American
shipping companies transported 95 percent of
the sustainment cargo. It is definitely not clear
how the Defense Department would replace
crucial sealift capacity if, suddenly, no Amer-
ican container ship companies were available.
Certainly, the cost of replacing this commercial

capacity with new government-owned sealift
vessels would be astronomical.

The number of private U.S. shipyards has
dropped by more than 50 percent over the
past 15 years. The U.S.-flag fleet is very pro-
ductive today, but unfortunately, its capability
to compete on the international stage has de-
clined. The American fleet of self-propelled
vessels has decreased steadily in size since
1950 to a current low of approximately 300
vessels.

The available work force has also declined
significantly and the modernization of the U.S.
seaports is well behind their foreign competi-
tors. These factors are raising concerns
among my colleagues in the national security
caucus about handicaps on our Nation’s econ-
omy and our capability to promote trade and
our national security interests.

The participants were in agreement that the
U.S. policies and programs are in sharp con-
trast with those of many leading maritime na-
tions. These other nations have acted to pre-
serve a commercial presence in shipping.
They offer supportive tax and financing pack-
ages. And they invest heavily in the mod-
ernization of their shipyards and seaports. All
of these inequities discourage private invest-
ment in key components of U.S. maritime in-
dustries. I believe it is in the best interests of
all Americans to harness the leadership of
government with the strength of the market-
place to level the international playing field so
that U.S. industries can compete globally.

The challenges we face were eloquently
stated last year during the MSP debate by
chairman HERB BATEMAN of the Merchant Ma-
rine Panel when he said, ‘‘We are beyond the
point of talking about viability, resurgence of
even revitalization. We are now talking about
the very survival of the American maritime in-
dustry. As horrible and as catastrophic as it
may sound, if we do not develop and adopt a
new strategy, the U.S. fleet may not be in ex-
istence a year from now.’’

I am very pleased to report that the efforts
to develop, adopt, and implement a com-
prehensive and bipartisan national maritime
strategy is receiving critical leadership from
the nonprofit National Security Caucus Foun-
dation. I know all of the caucus cochairmen
are very grateful for the tremendous yeoman
labor of the NSCF maritime team. This group
includes Adm. Thomas Moorer USN (Ret.),
the former chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, Rear Adm. Robert Spiro, the former
Under Secretary of the Army, and Gregg Hil-
ton, the NSCF’s Executive Director.

They have been working in cooperation with
the Navy and the Maritime Administration on
several strategy conferences, and they have
assembled an impressive list of retired flag of-
ficers who are emphasizing the arguments I
have outlined above. The NSC Foundation’s
effort to develop a new strategy is essential to
our national security and I will be providing
further information to my colleagues about this
program in the weeks ahead.

Finally, I want to express my appreciation to
several individuals who had a key role in orga-
nizing last night’s policy discussion. They also
provided us excellent advice and a wide vari-
ety of background information. The group
which is responsible for the success of last
night’s event includes Jim Henry, the president
of the Transportation Institute, Jim Patti, the
president of MIRAID, Gloria Tosi, the execu-
tive director of the American Maritime Con-

gress and Gordon Spencer, the legislative di-
rector for the American Maritime Officers.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the Congregation of St. Joseph [CSJ] in
Cleveland, OH as they celebrate their 125th
anniversary of serving the Cleveland commu-
nity through their faith, service, and vision.

For the Sisters of St. Joseph, this anniver-
sary year has been one of reflection on their
faith and a renewal of their spirituality. The
sisters recently spent a weekend exploring the
core principles and values of their faith and
endeavored to find God and love in everyday
life.

This year has also been a time to con-
template the areas of service in which CSJ is
involved. Throughout their history, the sisters
have reached out to others in the Cleveland
community. The Sisters of St. Joseph have
been involved in educating the youth of the
community’s parishes and in helping many
other service organizations such as the West
Side Catholic Center and Women’s Shelter,
Providence House—(a crisis nursery for chil-
dren), transitional housing for women and fam-
ilies, day care, and hospital visits. As part of
the anniversary celebration, the Sisters of St.
Joseph awarded a grant to fund a new service
project in the community, ‘‘Seeds of Literacy.’’
This project, coordinated with three other par-
ishes in the Cleveland area, will reach out to
needy adults to increase their literacy skills
and sense of self worth, hopefully resulting in
new job opportunities for them so they will be
able to support themselves and their children.

The congregation has also spent this anni-
versary year focusing on the vision that has
carried them through the past 125 years, and
which will inspire them in the future. Just as
many bridges span the Cuyahoga River in
Cleveland, connecting the east side of the city
to the west, CSJ is always looking for ways to
build new bridges connecting themselves to
their traditional spirituality, connecting their ac-
complishments of the past to their vision of the
future, and connecting the Congregation of St.
Joseph to the Cleveland community.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the devoted Sisters of the Congregation
of St. Joseph.
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Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, 60 days ago
today on July 18, 1997, the people of the St.
Louis metropolitan area and the people of
southwestern Illinois lost a great leader and I
lost a good friend. Francis Touchette passed
away on July 18, 1997, at the age of 84 after
a long illness.

During this period, I have had time to reflect
on his legacy of service and on our friendship.
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Francis Touchette was both a dedicated public
servant and a humanitarian.

Francis started his career when he was
elected to the office of Democratic precinct
committeeman when Franklin Roosevelt was
elected President of the United States. In ad-
dition to serving as a Democratic precinct
committeeman for many years, Francis was
elected Centreville Township supervisor and
was elected to serve as a member of the
county board from Centreville Township. On
two separate occasions during his career on
the county board, his colleagues saw fit to
elect Francis to serve as their chairman.

In addition to being one of the leading
Democrats in southwestern and southern Illi-
nois, Francis was one of the leaders in provid-
ing health care and other services to the un-
derprivileged and the poor throughout the re-
gion.

Francis was the founder of Centreville town-
ship Hospital—later renamed Touchette Re-
gional Hospital in Centreville, IL. As Centre-
ville Township supervisor, he recognized that
the underprivileged and the poor were not re-
ceiving adequate health care services and
therefore called upon the people of the town-
ship to construct a hospital for people in the
Greater Centreville area. He was a charter
member of the East Side Health District and
founded the Southern Illinois Health Care
Foundation.

Very few people have touched and im-
proved the lives of so many as Francis
Touchette. His service to the people of the St.
Louis region and of southwestern Illinois will
live on—and his friendship that he extended to
me and many others will never be forgotten.

My colleagues, I ask you to join me in pay-
ing tribute to a great friend and a great leader.
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Mr. TALENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the city of St. Peters for the suc-
cessful implementation of WorkLink, the first
telecommunication center in the State of Mis-
souri and the entire Midwest. Opening in July
1996, WorkLink was designed as a commu-
nity-based telecommunications center
equipped to provide individuals, businesses,
and organizations with a wide array of ad-
vanced telecommunications and related serv-
ices. WorkLink promotes telecommuting as an
efficient way of doing business and helping
employees better balance their time between
work and family.

WorkLink offers an alternative to many com-
panies and employees to maintain and en-
courage performance and productivity; assists
companies in cutting expenses by consolidat-
ing office and parking space; improves em-
ployee moral by accommodating work and
family needs; and helps the community by re-
ducing traffic congestion and improving air
quality.

Currently, two-thirds of the available space
at WorkLink is equipped with offices and
workstations with the advanced technology
and interconnectivity to handle most advanced
office telecommunications functions. The facil-
ity houses many businesse types, including

engineering, financial, computer consulting,
computer programming, sales/marketing,
healthcare, publishing, distance learning, and
charitable professionals.

By stepping out onto the cutting edge of
telecommuting, the city of St. Peters is offering
those in their community a tremendous oppor-
tunity. I am sure WorkLink will serve as a
model for other communities, and I commend
Mayor Tom Brown and Helen Robert,
WorkLink manager, for their vision and hard
work.
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Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today as
an Air Force veteran and a major in the Air
Force Reserve to commemorate the 50th an-
niversary of the U.S. Air Force.

When we look at today’s Air Force, with all
its cutting-edge technological advances and
global superiority, it’s amazing to think how far
we have come in this century. It’s certainly a
far cry from the military’s first airborne activi-
ties—the Army’s use of balloons for reconnais-
sance during the Civil War and Spanish Amer-
ican War, and the use of its first aircraft
against Pancho Villa in Mexico in 1916.

From these humble roots, military aviation
grew and matured from being a part of the
Signal Corps in 1914, to becoming the Army
Bureau of Aircraft Production and the Air Serv-
ice in 1918, to the Army Air Forces and the
Army Air Corps in the 1920’s.

As military aviators distinguished them-
selves in World War I and World War II, sup-
port for a full-fledged, independent Air Force
grew. More and more people came to realize
that the Air Corps was more than just a part
of the Army: It was a highly specialized branch
of the military which should stand on equal
footing with the Army and the Navy.

Finally, in 1947, the National Security Act,
which created an independent U.S. Air Force,
was passed by Congress and signed into law
by President Harry S Truman. Fifty years later,
we celebrate the contributions the Air Force
has made over the past five decades, and we
look forward to the many more contributions
which the Air Force will make in the decades
and centuries to come.

I know Air Force veterans and members at
installations around the world will mark this
50th anniversary with great pride and honor.
At Arnold Engineering and Development Cen-
ter [AEDC] on Arnold Air Force Base in my
congressional district, a celebration was re-
cently held in observance of this milestone,
and I’m sure similar events have been held at
many other bases.

Mr. Speaker, at this point, I would like to
once again thank the U.S. Air Force for all it
has done for our great country, and I would
like to insert into the RECORD a poem written
by Tennessee’s poet laureate Margaret Britton
Vaughn, in honor of this wonderful anniver-
sary. This poem was read publicly for the first
time by Maggie Vaughn at the AEDC 50th an-
niversary commemoration.

AIR FORCE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY

Nineteen forty-seven, fifty years ago
The vision would not rest

Until the Air Force was born,
And the Bird left its nest.
A Bird with metal wings
A cockpit for an eye
Pilots gave it heart and soul
With grace of a butterfly.
America’s fields grow barracks
And long, gray runways.
Seas of blue uniforms
Blended with the amber waves.
Above the patterned clouds
We watched fliers in formations,
Vapor trails left behind
Sent a message to all nations.
The large Bear of the U.S.S.R.
Shoot with disbelief,
The Eagle soared above its head
Bringing West Berlin relief.
Red Communism was no match
For men and women in blue,
MIGs could not compete
Where the Sabre flew.
From Korea to Vietnam
To Desert Storm of Iraq,
The Air Force was there
And brought the banner back.
Yesterday a playful boy
Spread his arms in flight,
Dreamed one day he’d fly
In his sleep at night.
The boy fulfilled his dream
High above the barren ground.
And woke up a tired God
‘‘When he broke the speed of sound’’
Today boys and girls
Share that same dream.
One day to take the oath
Join the Air Force team.
A half century has come and gone
Since Truman took the pen.
Signed aboard his ‘‘Sacred Cow’’
Our Air Force to begin.
For those who served our country
In peace and war time,
For those who gave their lives
So freedom bells could chime.
For those who serve the Seal
Eagle, thunderbolt, stars and cloud
And wreath of six folds
Make our country proud.
The symbol of the Eagle
Facing the future without sorrow,
The United States, Air Force
Yesterday, today, tomorrow.
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Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize an outstanding citizen in my community.
Josephine Hinman, of Fallbrook, CA devotes
her life to attacking hunger. Josephine grows
and then donates some 12,000 bags of fruit
and vegetables a year to feed the poor, all
from her own garden. For 64 years, Josephine
Hinman has selflessly given both her time and
energy so that others may benefit.

Growing up during the Depression, Jose-
phine learned early on how hard it can be to
keep food on the table in tough times. Helping
her family maintain a large garden, they grew
enough to get by and help others in the neigh-
borhood. Today, Josephine is still taking care
of her garden, and still taking good care of the
less fortunate in her community.

Mr. Speaker, our Nation is beginning to re-
discover the power of local solutions. For far
too long, the Washington bureaucrats have in-
sisted that the only way to help those in need
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