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very pinnacle of the legal profession by be-
coming the chief judge of the New York Court
of Appeals. He is and remains one of those
most respected jurists of this century. While
he scaled the very loftiest of positions as a
judge, he is also know for retaining his com-
mon touch, his ability to relate to and con-
verse with ordinary people about their con-
cerns. This is all too rare a gift.

Mr. Speaker, on September 21, 1997,
Judge Cooke will be honored by the people of
Sullivan County by the naming of the Law-
rence H. Cooke Sullivan County Courthouse in
Monticello. I hope that my colleagues will join
me in celebrating and applauding the life and
work of this distinguished jurist, Lawrence H.
Cooke.
f
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WEEK
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Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of September 21–27 as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. There are presently 104 historically
black institutions of higher learning throughout
the United States. These cornerstones of Afri-
can-American education have played an inte-
gral role in the lives of African-Americans and
in American history.

Historically black colleges and universities
have set a precedent for providing quality in-
struction and valuable, lifelong experiences to
students who are often underprivileged and
under-represented. These students are taught
to serve as successful, productive citizens and
trained to compete in our global economy and
work force. Though oftentimes faced with ad-
versity, historically black colleges and institu-
tions provide students with the opportunity to
broaden their horizons and to reach their full-
est potential.

So, Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating and celebrating a legacy and tradi-
tion of the excellence, determination, strength,
and perseverance of historically black colleges
and universities during September 21–27.
f

COMMEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. STEPHEN’S
COMMUNITY CHURCH, UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST, LANSING,
MI

HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to acknowledge the 10th anniversary of St.
Stephen’s Community Church.

Founded in the fall of 1987, St. Stephen’s
began as an interdenominational church
whose doctrine focuses on spiritually rooted in
African-American religious tradition, with an
emphasis on community outreach and vol-
unteerism. In 1990, they became affiliated with
the United Church of Christ, a progressive de-
nomination that embraces and celebrates mul-
tiracial, cultural, and ethnic background.

Guided by Rev. Dr. Michael C. Murphy, the
congregation lives by the proverb, ‘‘Where
There Is No Vision, the People Perish.’’ This
is evident in their passion to make a real dif-
ference in the community. From their spiritual
and community leadership to their involvement
in many local charitable projects, the St. Ste-
phen’s Community Church is an important
local institution dedicated to the Lansing com-
munity.

We are proud to celebrate the 10th anniver-
sary of the St. Stephen’s Community Church
and congratulate their 300 member congrega-
tion. We thank them for their activism and we
thank them for their vision.
f
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Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take
this opportunity to recognize James W.
Almand, A. Russell Bobo, John S. Chaperon,
Rick DeGraff, Robert C. Fobes, Frederick W.
Leonhardt, William Pinto, Jerome Schechter,
William Crampton, and James D. Turk. It is
my honor to pay tribute to these gentleman on
the occasion of their visit with me in our Na-
tion’s Capital today. It has been my privilege
to know each of these individuals for the past
three decades. We all had the good fortune of
attending the University of Florida together
and being part of Delta Chi Fraternity.

Though we have been separated by dis-
tance and circumstance over the past years,
we have always been together both in mem-
ory, spirit, and fraternal bond.

As a Member of Congress, I am pleased
today to welcome Jim, Russ, Bill, John, Rick,
Bob, Fred, Jerry, Bill, and Don. These gen-
tleman, who I am pleased to call by friends,
are each outstanding family men and most
valuable contributors to their respective com-
munities.

I welcome each of them to the U.S. Con-
gress and the House of Representatives. It
had been my great honor in life to know each
of these gentleman as my friend and fraternal
brother.
f
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill that will simplify procedures for
recreational boaters entering the United States
from Canada. The purpose of the bill is to
make it easier for boat owners and their
guests to cross between Canada and the Unit-
ed States for recreation and tourism purposes.
Specifically, my bill would authorize the Attor-
ney General to permit United States citizens
traveling as passengers in small pleasure craft
to enter the United States from Canada with-
out obtaining a landing permit and would elimi-
nate the fee for those permits known as I–68.

The I–68 Program was established in 1963
to facilitate convenience for boaters coming
from Canada to the United States. It allows
United States citizens, lawful permanent resi-
dents of the United States, and Canadian na-
tionals to enter by boat along the northern bor-
der of the United States without reporting to a
designated port of entry, so long as they have
obtained an I–68 permit. It applies only to
those traveling in boats of less than 5 net
tons. Under this program, Canadian nationals
may enter the United States for a period of not
more than 72 hours and must remain in areas
adjacent to the immediate shore.

For 32 years, the I–68 permit was issued
annually to eligible boaters without any fee. In
1995, however, the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service began requiring a fee of $16
for individuals, or $32 for a family. The INS
advises me that, although the I–68 was issued
gratis prior to 1995, they believe that a user
fee statute that has been in effect since 1952
requires the imposition of a fee absent con-
gressional direction to the contrary.

The INS regulations implementing the I–68
Permit Program impose a costly and unneces-
sary burden for many recreational boaters.
The regulations require each guest of a boat
owner, who is not a member of his or her fam-
ily, to travel to an immigration office during
business hours to complete the I–68 applica-
tion and pay the required fee. This require-
ment is virtually impossible to implement.

As a consequence, United States busi-
nesses along the Great Lakes’ borders, such
as Youngstown, NY, have seen a great reduc-
tion in revenue due to the decline in tourism
caused by this regulation. Prior to imposition
of the fee in 1995, 10,002 I–68 permits were
issued, compared to only 1,091 permits issued
in 1996 after imposition of the fee. In other
words, the permits in 1995 were about 1,000
percent, or 10 times greater than in 1996.

My bill would address these problems in two
ways. First, it would permit the Attorney Gen-
eral to exempt U.S. citizen passengers from
obtaining an I–68 permit or submitting to in-
spection at a port or entry. Boat owners and
operators, who are likely to make repeated
trips across the border, would still be required
to obtain an I–68 permit at the beginning of
the boating season. The permit holder would
be responsible for ensuring that all pas-
sengers on his or her vessel are U.S. citizens
or have a valid I–68 permit.

Second, my bill would permit the Attorney
General to issue I–68 permits without impos-
ing a fee, as they has been for the first 32
years of the program’s existence. These fees
act as a deterrent to boaters in obtaining the
permit, particularly in light of the fact that Can-
ada does not require such a fee for entry.
Moreover, the amount of revenue generated
by such fees is negligible—only $33,816 in all
of fiscal year 1996. In my judgment, after con-
sultation with western New York border busi-
nesses, the amount of business lost in the
U.S. border areas far transcends that meager
amount.

This bill will allow the I–68 Program to
achieve its intended purpose of affording
pleasure boaters a convenient means of enter-
ing the United States while preserving the in-
tegrity of our borders. It is my hope that the
Attorney General will implement these provi-
sions by amending Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service Regulations governing the I–
68 Program.
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Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, last year this
House overwhelmingly endorsed and recog-
nized the important role of the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences in
maintaining the health and readiness of our
Nation’s Armed Forces. Today I am proud to
congratulate this fine institution, located in my
congressional district in Bethesda, MD, on its
25th anniversary.

Public Law 92–426 established USUHS in
1972 to ensure continuity and leadership for
uniformed medicine. USUHS has graduated
2,470 military medical officers; 2,276 of them
continue in active duty today, constituting 17
percent of Department of Defense’s physician
force.

USUHS has met every goal and mission en-
visioned by the founders of the remarkable in-
stitution, the West Point of military medicine.
The overall USUHS retention rate is an incred-
ible 93 percent. Of those who have completed
their original obligation, 85 percent continue
on active duty in service to their Nation.

The high level of performance and
deployability of USUHS graduates was vali-
dated during congressional hearings in 1994.
The three Surgeons General and USUHS
graduates who served in Operations Desert
Shield and Desert Storm testified that USUHS
physicians were immediately deployable to
combat areas and aptly utilized combat, field
sanitation, unconventional warfare, and pre-
ventive medicine training.

In addition, USUHS provides products and
services to DOD that should be recognized
and factored in to the cost-effectiveness of the
University: one, the newly accredited Graduate
School of Nursing provides family nurse practi-
tioners and registered nurse anesthetists for
the Federal Nursing Chiefs; two, the Office of
Graduate Medical Education provides con-
sultation on internship, residency, and fellow-
ship training programs for DOD and is the ad-
ministrative office for the National Capital Mili-
tary Medical Education Consortium; three, the
Graduate Education Programs have granted
over 444 graduate degrees; and four, in 1996,
the Office of Continuing Education for Health
Professionals [CHE] provided 107 accredited
programs with an attendance of 3,500 physi-
cians and 3,031 nurses. USUHS CHE gen-
erated cost-avoidance for DOD by eliminating
extensive travel expenses and time away from
the hospitals and clinics. In 1996, the Military
Training Network, part of CHE, developed and
implemented policy guidance and ensured
compliance with curriculum and administrative
standards for resuscitative and trauma medi-
cine training programs for 242,663 DOD per-
sonnel.

Those who say that the university is too ex-
pensive are wrong. The cost-effectiveness of
USUHS should be judged based on all of the
products and services it provides to the Na-
tion. The General Accounting Office report of
September 1995 substantiated that USUHS
costs are comparable to scholarship costs
based on expected years of service and all
Federal costs. And, this conclusion was
reached by GAO without considering all of the

other products and services provided by
USUHS.

The facts demonstrate that USUHS has
more than met its mandated mission. There is
no doubt that the university is providing a
corps of career-oriented, dedicated, military
medical officers who will lead the military
health care system into the 21st century.

In conclusion, I want to recognize and con-
gratulate the superb faculty and staff of
USUHS for a job well done. Happy Anniver-
sary to our Nation’s Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences.
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2264) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses:

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Chairman, the
Hoekstra amendment, HA 356, bars the use of
Federal funds to pay for an election officer to
continue overseeing the election of any officer
or trustee of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters.

The Government has already spent about
$17 million to oversee the Teamsters’ 1996
election because the Bush administration’s
1989 consent decree obligated the Govern-
ment to do so. The consent decree, signed by
the Government in 1989 said:

‘‘The union defendants consent to the Elec-
tion officer, at Government expense, to super-
vise the 1996 IBT elections.’’

The election officer concluded on August
21, 1997 that the 1996 election had to be run
again because the election protests filed with
the officer uncovered campaign misconduct
that, she concluded, ‘‘could have persuaded at
least a small percent’’ of the voters and ‘‘af-
fected the outcome.’’

Given these facts, Mr. HOEKSTRA’S amend-
ment, if enacted, bars funding necessary to
supervise the court ordered re-run of the 1996
election.

The election officer has explained why she
thinks we need to proceed with this re-run
election:

[t]he election of International officers is the
clearest expression of the control of the mem-
bers over their Union; it is also the key to in-
suring that organized crime, employers, or any
other outsiders do not use the Union for their
own purposes. To avoid a rerun because of
the disruption it brings could allow this union
to lose its most valuable resource: the sup-
port, participation, and confidence of its mem-
bership. Such a result cannot be allowed.

A study of the recent history of the Team-
sters shows we have come a long way in out
effort to rid this union of mob influence.

In 1986, former Chief Circuit Judge Irving R.
Kaufman, the chair of President Reagan’s

Commission on Organized Crime, concluded
that the mob’s influence of the Teamsters was
both intrusive and pervasive and insisted that
President Reagan prosecute the Teamsters
and use of civil RICO statute to take over the
union.

In 1989, the Bush administration entered
into a consent decree, the one I’ve mentioned
already, that permitted the Federal district
court to take over the union, to appoint a mon-
itor, and to appoint an election officer. This
consent decree also changed the Teamsters’
constitution, providing for the unprecedented
direct election of the Teamsters’ top officers
by the rank and file members.

By 1989, we had learned some hard les-
sons when we had not been vigilant in the su-
pervision of union elections. The Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations was highly
critical of one union election, after 20 months
of a government trusteeship, that resulted in
the mob-dominated union officers being re-
placed by a slate allegedly tied to these same
officers. Thus, the scrutiny of the Teamsters’
election was intense.

The Bush administration’s consent decree
split the anticipated burden of the first two
elections, requiring that the Teamsters pay the
$21 million necessary to run the first election
in 1991, and that the Government pay the cost
of second election.

Therefore, I believe we are legally obligated
by the consent decree, agreed to by the Bush
administration. This House can not support the
Hoekstra amendment without being in con-
tempt of a court order.
f
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AND MANO HANDIAN
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to congratulate three outstanding indi-
viduals from the Armenian General Athletic
Union. These individuals exemplify leadership
in their organization that has earned them the
Homenetmen Member of the Year Award, Ath-
lete of the Year Award, and Scout of the Year
Award.

The Armenian General Athletic Union
serves the sporting needs of Fresno’s Arme-
nian community with competitive tournaments
that emphasize fraternity and shared accom-
plishment. Fresno’s chapter has nine competi-
tive teams that participate in events statewide,
as well as a Boy Scout Troop.

This year’s recipient of the Homenetmen
Member of the Year was Varoujan Balotian.
Balotian is one of the founding members of
the Fresno chapter and is also one of the first
members of the central executive committee.
Balotian’s guidance and dedication has
shaped the Armenian General Athletic Union
into the fine organization that it is today. How-
ever, Balotian’s success is not limited to the
union, as he is a long-time manager at one of
Fresno’s finest mens stores.

Athlete of the Year was awarded to 18-year-
old Tamar Kataroyan. This award is presented
to only one athlete from a random selection
between the 16 chapters in the western re-
gion. Kataroyan has been involved in all as-
pects of the organization including the coach-
ing of youth and participation in tournaments.
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