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to impulses, and instead is a whole pattern
with a fabric that should be pleasing to our
God.

I applaud what Senator Nunn said about
our children, for with them it is more true
than in any other area of our life that it is
in giving that we receive.

I ask that we pray for those who are trying
to make strong our communities and our na-
tion and our nation’s connection to people of
like minds and real needs around the world,
for that, too, is a part of family life. We
would be a better country if our commu-
nities and our country acted more like the
best families, where we all played our part,
including the government, where we all did
for ourselves and tried to help each other.

Humanity’s impulse is to reach outward to
the poor and homeless in need; to the striv-
ing who seek a hand up, not a handout; to
the stricken from here to the Middle East to
Haiti to Bosnia; to the earth, which needs
our help in preserving the temple God gave
us.

Sometimes I think we forget in America
how privileged we are to be looked to to ex-
tend the bonds of family beyond our border.
When Hillary and I were served breakfast
here today, the gentleman who was serving
us leaned over and he said, ‘‘Mr. President, I
am so grateful for what the United States
did in Haiti. I came here 30 years ago from
Haiti, but it is still my country and now it’s
free.’’

When I met the foreign dignitaries as I was
going through the line, there standing before
me was the mayor of Tuzla. For every Amer-
ican in uniform, he is now our mayor and we
are a part of his family efforts to bring peace
and freedom to all the people of Bosnia.

Galatians say, ‘‘Let everyone bear his own
burden,’’ and then just a couple of verses
later says, ‘‘Bear one another’s burden.’’
Would God through St. Paul have given us
such contradictory advice? No, I don’t think
so. I think being personally responsible and
reaching out to others are the two sides of
humanity’s coin, and we cannot live full
lives—we cannot be enlarged—unless we do
both.

So I ask all of you, beyond praying for our
families, to pray for us here in Washington
to make the right decisions about how we
should enlarge and strengthen the family of
our communities, our nation and our ties to
the world.

Finally, I ask you to pray for us to have a
more charitable attitude toward one an-
other, leaders and citizens alike. I was
aghast and deeply saddened yesterday when I
read in one of the newspapers all of us read
around here, probably one we shouldn’t some
days, that a citizen of a state of this country
had described one of his representatives in
Congress as a heathen, a representative who
is a genuine, true national hero. But I must
say that the citizen would get a lot of ammu-
nition for that just by watching the fights
here.

What I want to say to all of you is that the
disagreements we have had here in this last
year have been very important and not just
political and not just partisan. They have
been part of the debate America must have
as we move into a new era. But we need to
conduct them with a great sense of humility.
We need to show the right attitude toward
those with whom we disagree, even when we
feel wronged.

I received a letter a few days ago from a
very devout Jew who is a good friend of the
Vice President’s and mine, and he was talk-
ing about injustice. He said, ‘‘In the matter
of injustice, as awful as it is, it is always, al-
ways better to endure it than to inflict it.’’

We have to reach across these divisions. In
these 50 hours of budget discussions the
Speaker and I had with the Vice President

and Senator Dole and Senator Daschle and
Mr. Gephardt and Mr. Armey, in some ways
I wish all of you could have seen it because
they were remarkably free of cant and poli-
tics. And I learned a lot; I owe them a lot.
Believe it or not, we’re not supposed to talk
about what happened, but there were two dif-
ferent occasions where I found myself in the
minority, but in agreement with Mr.
Armey—on two issues. And I thought to my-
self, I can’t let this get out, he’ll lose his
leadership position. [Laughter.]

Our friend Sonny Montgomery read that
wonderful passage from Corinthians in his
first reading. I would ask you to remember,
all of you, how that passage is worded in the
King James Bible. ‘‘Now we see through a
glass darkly. Now I know in part.’’ Every one
of us is subject to error in judgment as a part
of the human condition, and that is why the
last chapter of that magnificent verse says,
‘‘Now abideth these three—faith, hope and
charity, and the greatest of these is char-
ity.’’ We need a charitable outlook in our
feelings and our dealings toward those with
whom we disagree because we do not know,
as we are known by God.

So let us pray that our families will be
stronger. Let us pray that the impact of our
families and these values will help us as
leaders to make our communities, our nation
and our work in the world stronger. Let us
pray for a stronger sense of humility in our
own efforts and a much stronger sense of
charity toward the efforts of others. Let us
know always that the spirit of God is among
us when we permit it to be.

When Hillary and I went to Ireland a few
weeks ago and saw the yearning for peace
there in the eyes of the Catholics and the
Protestants, we had the honor to meet the
Irish Nobel-Prize winning poet, Seamus
Heaney, and I had the honor of quoting one
of his wonderful lines in hoping that I really
was there at a time when, to use his words,
‘‘hope and history rhyme.’’

This can be such a time, I am convinced,
only —only—if we are charitable, if we are
family and if we act according to the spirit
of God. This is the day that the Lord has
made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Thank
you. [Applause.]

Senator BENNETT. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, We are honored by your words as well
as your presence and your wisdom, and we
will try to live within the spirit of your
counsel.

Let me be sure I get this correct because
this may be the person with the most creden-
tials of any of us in the room. Dr. Dorothy
Height is the president of the National Coun-
cil of Negro Women. Some study history,
others debate it, but few represent it with
the dignity and grace and magnificence of
this living legend. She has been a close
friend of both Eleanor Roosevelt and Martin
Luther King, Jr. And she is unique in her
ability to work with the poor and the op-
pressed while moving with grace and dignity
among the leaders of our time.

DOROTHY HEIGHT. Let us all join hands and
lift our hearts in prayer.

God of our weary years, God of our silent
tears, Thou who has brought us thus far on
the way, Thou who has by Thy might led us
into the light, keep us forever in the path,
we pray, lest our feet stray from the places,
our God, where we met Thee, lest our hearts,
drunk with the wine of the world, we forget
Thee. Shadowed beneath Thy hand, may we
forever stand true to our God, true to our na-
tive land.

Lord God, we thank You, for as we have
gathered this morning in the spirit of Jesus
Christ, our hearts have been touched, our
souls invigorated, our lives challenged, our
minds renewed, and our vision made clearer
of Your great love for us all. Teach us to

practice every day that same love with one
another across every line that for too long
has separated and divided us. We need each
other. Help us to know that we are of many
nations, languages, tribes, cultures, but one
race, the human race, which You alone have
created.

Make us to see that if one of us is hungry,
hurting, impoverished, malnourished, or the
victim of war and violence, then as one peo-
ple, that is where we all are. For as Martin
Luther King, Jr., once reminded us, ‘‘Injus-
tice anywhere is a threat to justice every-
where.’’

Instill in us this day, oh Lord, an even
greater commitment to love You, to love
every neighbor as we love ourselves, and to
beat our plowshares into pruning hooks as
we study war no more.

And for this day and for this experience
and for this challenge, we give You all the
glory, the honor and the praise, and shall we
all say Amen.

ALL. Amen.
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HON. DEBBIE STABENOW
OF MICHIGAN
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Thursday, September 18, 1997

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. Speaker, throughout
his personal and professional life, Dr. Jack M.
Stack has made significant contributions to
promote the health and well-being of the peo-
ple of Michigan.

Dr. Stack is board certified by both the
American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology
and the American Board of Family Practice. A
great deal of his practice in both specialities
has been dedicated to caring for women, chil-
dren, and families. But in addition to providing
valuable primary health care for more than 30
years in Michigan’s rural communities, Dr.
Stack has taken a leadership role on national
and international committees dedicated to im-
proving the lives of women and children.

As a member of the Michigan State Medical
Society, Dr. Stack has served on the Commit-
tee on Child Abuse Prevention, Committee on
Health Insurance for the Uninsured, and Com-
mittee on Governmental Legislative Affairs. He
has served as chairperson of Governor
Milliken’s first statewide Health Consumer’s
Conference and was keynote speaker at the
Governor’s Child Abuse Prevention Con-
ference. Among his many other notable
achievements, Dr. Stack has also served on
the board of directors for the Michigan Asso-
ciation for Infant Mental Health, is the past
treasurer for the International Michigan Mental
Health Advisory Council, and is the past vice
president for the Mental Health Association in
Michigan.

In addition to his many leadership roles, Dr.
Stack has made significant contributions to the
study of pregnancy loss and its impact on
women and families. He has published more
than two dozen articles relating to women’s
health and has shown great activism in sup-
porting the many causes of the family.

Dr. Stack exemplifies the values and ethics
we need within our medical profession. He is
a committed doctor and has demonstrated
outstanding leadership within the Michigan
community. Throughout his career Dr. Stack
has shown great courage and his work and
dedication has had a profound impact on
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many people. I am proud to recognize his con-
tributions and work.
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AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1998

SPEECH OF

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER-McDONALD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 17, 1997

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2264) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,
and related agencies, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses:

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise to join my colleagues, Mr. BURTON
of Indiana and Ms. DEGETTE, in celebrating
the democracy that makes this Nation so
unique. I join my colleagues in their efforts to
strengthen the invaluable education that is
provided by the We the People Program.

It is so critical that we raise our children to
understand the pillars upon which this Nation
was founded and still stands today. Our chil-
dren need to know the history and principles
of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. They
need to understand how the American political
traditions and institutions at the Federal, State,
and local levels were created and function
both in the past and present. Our children
need to learn about the crucial steps our fore-
fathers and mothers took to make this great
democracy. And with this knowledge, our chil-
dren will feel compelled to act with the civic
responsibility it takes to make this an even
stronger, greater Nation.

Through simulated congressional hearings
and a national competition of such hearings
for secondary school students, this Nation’s
children learn how this country ever became
such an envied democracy by so many other
countries. We must ensure that every school
is provided with the opportunity to educate
students on the history of our political system
and the need for active civic participation. I
encourage my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating and enriching the democracy that de-
fines America by voting for the Burton-
DeGette amendment.
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Tuesday, September 16, 1997

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2264) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor,
Health and Human Services, and Education,

and related agencies, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses:

Mrs. MINK of Hawaii. Mr. Chairman, I rise
today in support of the amendment offered by
the chairman of the Education and the
Workforce Committee, BILL GOODLING, which
will prevent the Department of Education from
spending funds on its national testing pro-
posal.

I can think of no other administration in re-
cent years that has demonstrated a stronger
commitment to and advocacy for public edu-
cation in this country than the Clinton adminis-
tration. The leadership of President Clinton
and Secretary of Education Richard Riley has
yielded positive results in the expansion and
improvement of Federal education programs.

This is why I come to the House with some
reluctance today to respectfully disagree with
an initiative proposed by our administration to
establish national tests at the fourth and
eighth grade levels in reading and math.

The debate on national testing is not new.
It has been around for decades. Presidential
administrations have come and gone, advo-
cates and opponents of national testing have
changed, but the issues and concerns remain
the same. I have taken a strong stand against
national testing in the past and will do so
again today.

The implementation of national tests does
little to improve the education system of our
country, and indeed may actually harm the
very children we seek to help. It is based on
an idea that improvement of our education
system is dependent upon knowing where the
problems are and who is doing poorly. Well, if
this is the case, then we are already there, be-
cause we already know which schools are
doing poorly and we know which children are
having difficulty.

Our teachers make this assessment on a
daily basis, and school districts and States al-
ready have a myriad of tests to determine
whether students are meeting high academic
standards. We don’t need the Federal Govern-
ment to tell teachers, parents and school ad-
ministrators who is achieving and who isn’t.

We do need the Federal Government to
help school districts to provide the resources
to assure that children who have difficulties
have the help they need. The Federal Govern-
ment can assist in eliminating the financial in-
equities that continue to exist among school
districts and in providing resources to improve
teacher training, math and science education,
to rebuild and renovate our crumbling edu-
cation infrastructure, to expand early childhood
education, and to assure that students have
up-to-date text books, lab equipment, and
computer technology.

We have long held that issues of curriculum
and tests should be the responsibility of each
school district and State. In implementing tests
and the corresponding curriculum school dis-
tricts can provide appropriate oversight, co-
ordination and safeguards. I fear that the
temptation to use a national test established
by the Federal Government, without appro-
priate safeguards could be misused for high-
stakes purposes beyond their criterion, to
track children because of low test scores. In
its inception the proposed national test for all
children would not test limited English pro-
ficient children and other special needs stu-
dents.

The diversity of our country requires that we
have locally driven education systems which

are flexible enough to meet the needs of our
diverse population.

The guidance the Federal Government has
provided up to the present is adequate and
fulfilling. As the States identify the needs of
their local schools the Federal Government
needs to respond fully and quickly.
f

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FRESNO BEE

HON. GEORGE P. RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the Fresno Bee for receiving
the first-place General Excellence award from
the Newspaper Publishers Association. The
Fresno Bee has been instrumental in providing
news and information to the Central San Joa-
quin Valley.

The California Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation awarded the Fresno Bee with its high-
est honor on July 19, 1997. This General Ex-
cellence award was presented to newspapers
with a circulation of 75,000 to 200,000 recipi-
ents. The Bee’s coverage of a September
Presidential visit and a series on troubled mu-
nicipal bonds contributed to the winning of this
highest honor.

The Fresno Bee was also awarded first
place awards in several individual categories
by the association. Specifically, writer Jim
Wasserman’s story on child organ transplants
won first place for a feature story. Photog-
rapher Hector Amezcua’s essay compliment-
ing Wasserman’s story also took top honors
for photography. Finally, Severiano Galvan
was recognized for his illustration and graphic
art.

The Fresno Bee has a daily circulation of
more than 150,000 and a Sunday circulation
of 190,000. The Bee is the paper of record
throughout the Fresno metropolitan area,
which includes all of Fresno County as well as
the communities of Visalia, Hanford, Madera,
and Mariposa. As part of McClatchy News-
papers, the Fresno Bee has diverse informa-
tion resources that both educate and inform
the people of Fresno.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I pay
tribute to the Fresno Bee. This publication ex-
emplifies leadership in reporting news and in-
formation. I extend to the Bee my appreciation
for a job well done.
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HONORING LAWRENCE H. COOKE, A
MAN OF JUSTICE

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 18, 1997

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
ask my colleagues from New York and around
the country to join me in honoring the former
chief judge of the State of New York, Law-
rence H. Cooke. Judge Cooke is a man who
has served his State, his nation, and his com-
munity with a passion and dedication to fair-
ness and justice for all Americans.

Lawrence Cooke went from being a country
lawyer in his beloved Sullivan County to the
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