E1664

and Doris and Ken's service to our commu-
nity.

First, were we truly men of courage * * *
Second, were we truly men of judgement
* * * Third, were we truly men of integrity
* * * Finally were we truly men of dedica-
tion?

The answers to these questions is in-
deed, yes.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in paying tribute
to this outstanding couple, Doris and Ken
Rufener. It is an honor to congratulate the
Rufeners as recipients of the coveted Civitas
Award.

AIR QUALITY REGULATIONS

HON. BOB SCHAFFER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado. Mr.
Speaker, on November 27, 1996, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency [EPA] proposed
new air quality regulations that will have an
enormous impact on Colorado. These new
standards increase the regulation of ozone
and airborne particulate levels and are backed
by dubious science which will carry enormous
costs for businesses and taxpayers.

The new standards will be difficult and per-
haps impossible to meet in many areas. The
ozone standards will change from .12 to .08
parts per million. That means there will be less
than one ozone molecule in every 10 million
air molecules. The EPA rule for particulate
matter size—essentially soot—poses addi-
tional problems. These new standards will set
levels for particles of a size down to 2.5 mi-
crons. In comparison, the width of a human
hair is 70 microns—28 times as wide.

EPA’s focus in the development of these
rules appears to have been on the Midwest
and the Eastern United States. For example,
when EPA last revised the particulate matter
standards, they relied upon health effects
studies primarily conducted in the Eastern
United States. However, upon implementation
the vast majority of the nonattainment areas
were in the West. When impacts on the West
are not appropriately addressed early in the
process, the end result has been an unfair
regulatory burden on the West.

Everyone wants cleaner air. However, there
is no scientific foundation for these extreme
regulations. Very little is actually known about
the health effects of such low levels of ozone
and particulates or whether there are any
health effects at all. At first, the EPA claimed
the new standards would save 20,000 lives a
year. The agency then revised the figure to
15,000. EPA, however, has refused to release
the data on which those estimates are based.
Independent researchers say they cannot sub-
stantiate EPA’s health claims on currently
available data.

The costs are easier to establish. These
standards will radically alter the way we live.
The EPA has estimated that as much as half
of the U.S. population will have to limit the use
of automobiles, lawnmowers, wood-burning
stoves, fireplaces, and even barbecue grills.
These regulations will suppress economic
growth and job creation throughout Colorado.
The President’'s own Council of Economic Ad-
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visers has estimated the costs of the new reg-
ulations to be between $11.6 and $60 billion
per year, compared to benefits totaling be-
tween $200 million and $1 billion per year.
Even the EPA’s own calculations—which only
estimate partial costs—show that the regula-
tions’ cost outweigh their benefit.

Air quality is improving nationwide even
without new regulations. All six air pollutants
tracked by EPA have shown dramatic im-
provements since 1975. Air particulates are
down 24 percent, sulfur dioxide down 50 per-
cent, carbon monoxide down 53 percent,
ozone down 25 percent, nitrogen dioxide down
24 percent, and lead down 94 percent. In re-
cent testimony before the House Commerce
Committee, EPA Administrator Carol Browner
stated that air quality will continue to improve
substantially even without the new regulations.
Full implementation of the regulations should
be delayed until more of our questions can be
answered.

TRIBUTE TO THE GRAAFSCHAP
CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

HON. PETER HOEKSTRA

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the congregation of the
Graafschap Christian Reformed Church of
Graafschap, MI, as they celebrate 150 years
of service to God, family, and community.

On April 4, 1847, 104 pioneers left Rotter-
dam, the Netherlands with the hope of finding
religious freedom and economic opportunity in
America. They arrived in New York harbor on
May 23, and settled on the south shore of
Macatawa Beach in Holland, Ml on June 20.
The settlers soon founded the Graafschap
Christian Reformed Church, dedicating their
log church in 1848. The early church faced
many challenges and difficulties, but the con-
gregation responded with prayer and hard
work. By 1862, the church had grown signifi-
cantly and the current colonial church building
was constructed.

As Graafschap Christian Reformed Church
grew in numbers and strengthened her spir-
itual roots, its vision expanded beyond its own
congregation and extended to the community.
In the past 150 years, the church has been a
strong supporter of Christian education. As a
leader in community ministry, the congregation
has supported and participated in mission
projects around the world.

The past and present members of the
Graafschap Christian Reformed Church have
had a profound impact on the Holland, Ml
area. Now with more than 500 members, the
church is dedicated to continuing its spiritual
mission far into the future. | would like to ex-
tend my thanks to Graafschap Christian Re-
formed Church for 150 years of service and
commitment to God and the community, and
offer my congratulations on the celebration of
their anniversary. May God continue to bless
the congregation and their work in the years to
come.
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TRIBUTE TO THE EMPLOYEES,
FAMILIES, AND FRIENDS OF THE
LONG BEACH NAVAL SHIPYARD

HON. STEPHEN HORN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. HORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to the employees, families, and friends
of the Long Beach Naval Shipyard, which will
close in a few days after decades of service.
In addition to playing an integral role in Ameri-
ca's national defense, the shipyard has been
a cornerstone of the Long Beach community.

A half century of history, with all of the suc-
cess and adversity that history can bring to
bear, has forged strong bonds between the
Long Beach Naval Shipyard and the city of
Long Beach and its surrounding region. In the
best sense, we have been one community
where military and civilians have pulled to-
gether for the good of all.

Our relationship was born in the early,
frightening months of the Second World War,
when the shipyard was added to an already
considerable Navy presence in the area. The
relationship grew and prospered as America’s
Armed Forces produced the victories of 1945
and the hope of lasting peace. Instead of a
lasting peace, we faced the long, bitter, and
tense years of Korea, Vietnam, and the cold
war. The shipyard took on the task of keeping
the Navy ready for actual and potential con-
flicts at any time or place. Our Nation, the
shipyard, and its exceptional employees
passed the tests of efficiency and effective-
ness with flying colors and played a vital part
in the ultimate victory that brought down the
Berlin Wall and ended the threat of Com-
munism.

Those events and the job well done by
thousands of talented men and women are
what we will remember. And what we all
should value, as we now bring to a close this
long and highly successful partnership. For the
past five decades, the Long Beach Naval
Shipyard has played a vital role in our national
defense and it has been a crucial part of our
local economy. Those who have served at
Long Beach’s shipyard displayed superb skill,
uncommon commitment, and an unyielding
dedication. Their service, and the shipyard it-
self, will long be remembered as a source of
pride for the U.S. Navy and for the city of
Long Beach.

THE IMATION CORP. RECEIVES
THE EPA 1997 PRESIDENTIAL
GREEN CHEMISTRY CHALLENGE
AWARD

HON. BILL LUTHER

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. LUTHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Imation Corp. of Oakdale,
MN, for receiving the 1997 Presidential Green
Chemistry Challenge Award from the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency [EPA]. Imation
is a new imaging and information company lo-
cated in my district, that was once part of 3M.

Imation has developed a new way to proc-
ess x rays and other diagnostic medical im-
ages. Developing these images through the
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use of traditional film developing processes
creates a great deal of waste through the use
of wet chemistry. The new technology devel-
oped by Imation does away with this wet
chemistry and replaces it with a process that
uses heat and laser imaging to develop im-
ages. The company estimates that this new
process has already reduced the production of
contaminated wastewater by 54.5 million gal-
lons annually.

It is for this reason that the EPA has singled
out Imation for this award. Minnesota has a
long and proud tradition of finding ways to im-
prove our way of life while protecting and nur-
turing our natural surroundings. It is terrific to
see a high-technology company like Imation
developing products that reduce pollution
while still getting the job done for the Amer-
ican people. | am very pleased to bring their
success to the attention of the House and to
congratulate them on their achievement.

NATIONAL FARMERS’ MARKET
MONTH

HON. BRAD SHERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate August as the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Farmers’ Market
Month. | would like to take this time to recog-
nize the successes of Southern California’s
farmers’ markets, particularly the Southland
Farmers’ Market.

Each year more than a million and a half
people visit Southland Farmers’ Markets to
purchase the finest and freshest produce in
town. At these markets the consumer buys di-
rectly from the farmer, purchasing the freshest
food at competitive prices. These farmers also
help people select the juiciest and ripest
produce while offering tips on preparation and
cooking—services not available in most gro-
cery stores.

In addition to offering spectacular services,
these markets are extraordinarily important to
both farmers and citizens in our community.
The majority of participants are small farmers
who desperately need access to public mar-
kets in order to survive. They therefore rely
upon selling their products at these markets
and would find it difficult to market their crops
if they could no longer participate in farmers’
markets.

Besides helping farmers, these markets also
benefit citizens in our community. They pro-
vide an opportunity for farmers to supply sur-
plus produce for the hungry and have helped
to revitalize downtown communities in our
area. The success of these markets would not
be possible without the backing of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and citizens of our com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in commemorating August as Na-
tional Farmers’ Market Month. | wish great
success for all farmers’ markets here in our
community and throughout the United States.
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25TH ANNIVERSARY OF HELP LINE
HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today,
to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the found-
ing of Help Line, a nonprofit, informational, ad-
vocacy, and crisis intervention agency serving
the Wyoming Valley area of my congressional
district in Pennsylvania.

Administered by the Family Services Asso-
ciation, Help Line was created by Anne Ver-
non in 1972 when the raging flood waters of
Hurricane Agnes shut down all communication
in the Wyoming Valley. It provided a central-
ized source of vital information to the victims
of the devastation. In 1975, the agency en-
tered into an agreement with area agencies to
provide 24 hour crisis services. Soon other
agencies signed on to the service and Help
Line became the crisis center for all Wyoming
Valley social service agencies. The informa-
tion and referral component of Help Line now
lists over 500 agencies in its local data files
and over 1,700 total listings.

Throughout its existence, Help Line has re-
sponded to special community needs. For ex-
ample, it assisted in the coordination of the
local United Way’'s Emergency Day Camp
Program, establishing services for the speech
and hearing impaired, and assembling a list of
physicians for people who were unemployed
and without health insurance.

Mr. Speaker, the Wyoming Valley has
grown to rely on the services of Help Line.
Help Line has established the Family Action
Network, addressing the problems of teen
pregnancy, HIV infection, juvenile delinquency,
and substance abuse just to name a few.
Under the able leadership of its director, Mr.
Michael Zimmerman; assistant director, Mr.
Gary F. Smith; family services director, Mr.
Dennis Gourley, and its outstanding board of
community leaders led by Mr. Tom Bigler,
Help Line is one of the most comprehensive
24 hour crisis centers and information and re-
ferral centers of its kind in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. Its well trained and dedicated
staff are on duty to handle crises round the
clock.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to join with the
Board of Family Services Association and the
entire Wyoming Valley in congratulating the
fine management and staff of Help Line for
providing quality service for 25 years.

DR. PATRICIA WORTHY OYESHIKU:
1997 WESTERN REGIONAL EXCEL-
LENCE IN TEACHING AWARD

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Patricia Worthy Oyeshiku, a
distinguished teacher from my home town of
San Diego who has made a positive impact on
thousands of young lives in our community. |
am proud to recognize Dr. Oyeshiku, an out-
standing teacher at Morse High School in my
congressional district where she has taught
since 1971.
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Tomorrow, she will receive the 1997 West-
ern Regional Excellence in Teaching Award by
the National Council of Negro Women. This
Excellence in Teaching Award is designed to
raise awareness and involvement of African-
American parents, educators, and community
leaders in meeting the educational needs of
African-American youth.

The award recognizes exceptional public
school teachers of African-American students
who are living the philosophy and legacy of
the National Council of Negro Women. Fund-
ed by Shell Oil Co., the award ceremonies to-
morrow are an opportunity to generate greater
public awareness and appreciation of excel-
lence in teaching.

This is not the first time that Dr. Oyeshiku
has been recognized for her outstanding con-
tribution to our young people. She was the
California Teacher of the Year in 1981 and
also National Teacher of the Year finalist that
year. She was honored as the Headliner in
Education by the San Diego Press Club in
1981.

She serves on the California Academic Part-
nership Program Advisory Board, is an evalua-
tion team leader of the California Commission
on Teacher Credentialing, has served as past
cochairperson for all English department
Chairs in the San Diego unified school district,
is a member of the Advisory Committee in
Reading for the San Diego unified achieve-
ment goals program and of the advisory coun-
cil to an interdisciplinary approach to multicul-
tural education. She has lectured throughout
the State of California on issues related to
education.

Dr. Oyeshiku has always been an outstand-
ing role model for many years. She served in
the Peace Corps in Brazil, and received the
John F. Kennedy Award as the outstanding
Peace Corps volunteer in 1966. She is a
member of the Readathon Advisory Board of
the Multiple Sclerosis Society.

Like those before her who have received
this high honor, Dr. Oyeshiku has worked tire-
lessly for the benefit of every student in her
classes. Her principal, Dr. Shirley Peterson,
told me that she is “honored, on behalf of all
of the Morse High School Tigers, to recognize
Dr. Oyeshiku for receiving this prestigious
award and to commend her and applaud her
efforts.”

Mr. Speaker, every student deserves the
opportunity to succeed, and every student de-
serves a teacher like Dr. Oyeshiku. | am
pleased that her efforts are recognized with
the 1997 Western Regional Excellence in
Teaching Award.

TRIBUTE TO CATHOLIC SOCIAL
SERVICES OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY,
50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 4, 1997

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to honor Catholic Social Services of St.
Clair County as they celebrate their 50th anni-
versary on September 14. This group of ex-
traordinary people have dedicated their time,
talents, and devotion to God to improve the
welfare of people throughout St. Clair County.

In 1947, under the leadership of Edward
Cardinal Mooney of the archdiocese of Detroit,
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