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Wallace, Dave Hood, and Bill Cross are an
excellent example of how American ingenuity
and hard work pay off, not only for their fellow
colleagues, but also for the taxpayers of this
great Nation.
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TRIBUTE TO MSGR. VINCENT E.
PUMA

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 3, 1997

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
call to your attention a true humanitarian,
Msgr. Vincent E. Puma of Paterson, NJ.

For the past 13 years, Monsignor Puma has
operated Eva’s Kitchen and Sheltering Pro-
grams, a haven for underprivileged citizens
who need food to eat and a place to sleep.
Monsignor Puma recently decided to step
down from the helm of this worthwhile organi-
zation but will leave behind a legacy which
has greatly enhanced the community of Pas-
saic County.

Born in Brooklyn, Monsignor Puma has lived
in New Jersey his entire adult life. He at-
tended Saint Mary’s Seminary and Immaculate
Conception Seminary, and was ordained in
1951. Monsignor Puma worked as a pastor in
Clifton and Paterson before starting work at a
mission in Dover, NJ. He returned to Paterson
in 1962 to organize a network of churches for
Spanish-speaking residents. Eventually the
church gave Monsignor Puma a parish in
Paterson, however, the stay was not long as
he left his post as pastor to begin helping the
poor and destitute.

In 1982, Eva’s Soup Kitchen was founded in
the basement of a former convent. Today,
Monsignor Puma’s organization serves
160,000 meals per year. In addition to provid-
ing food for those in need, Eva’s Kitchen orga-
nizes shelters for men and women, halfway
houses for the drug-addicted, and a clinic for
the poor. Constant fundraising by Monsignor
Puma has led to the tremendous growth of the
organization, which employs a staff of 35 full-
time and 30 part-time employees. Volunteers
from more than 110 churches and organiza-
tions also help in providing staff for Eva’s
Kitchen. The ultimate tribute to Monsignor
Puma’s relentless work is the new $7 million
headquarters that serves as the hub of Eva’s
operations.

On August 1, 1997, Monsignor Puma will
step down and hand over the reins to his suc-
cessor, the Reverend John T. Catoir. Although
he will no longer be in the forefront leading
Eva’s Kitchen and Sheltering Programs, Mon-
signor Puma will continue to be an integral
part in the continued success of the Eva’s
Kitchen program.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, Monsignor Puma’s family and friends,
and the State of New Jersey in recognizing
Msgr. Vincent E. Puma’s outstanding and in-
valuable contributions to the less fortunate in
our society.
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OF NEBRASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 3, 1997

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, this Member
highly commends to his colleagues this edi-
torial which appeared in the Omaha World-
Herald on August 4, 1997.

GOP CONTRACT WITH AMERICA HAS BEEN A
BLUEPRINT FOR ACTION

Democrats spent $2 million attacking the
Republican Contract With America in the
congressional elections of 1994. The contract
helped deliver the first GOP majority in the
House in 40 years. Yet Democrats continued
to malign it as a) typical cynical campaign
rhetoric that would be abandoned or b) a
mean-spirited contract ‘‘on’’ America that
would go nowhere.

As the current budget agreement and the
Taxpayer Relief Act move toward enact-
ment, it’s worth noting how many major pol-
icy changes can be traced back to the Con-
tract With America.

The first provision of the contract was en-
actment of a balanced-budget amendment to
the Constitution. That effort failed. But the
No. 1 issue on Capitol Hill these days is bal-
ancing the federal budget. Democrats as well
as Republicans are congratulating them-
selves for approving a budget designed to
achieve balance in five years. The ground
rules of budget debate have shifted pro-
foundly. The need for fiscal balance is no
longer the issue; the debate is over how to
accomplish it.

A corollary to the balanced-budget amend-
ment was a grant of line-item veto power to
the president, which Bill Clinton gladly ac-
cepted.

On taxes, the $500-per-child income tax
credit destined to become law was a major
provision of the GOP contract. Other con-
tract provisions in the current tax bill are:
expanded individual retirement accounts for
home ownership and education; a reduction
in estate and capital-gains taxes; expansion
of the home office deduction; and American
Dream Savings Accounts—IRA-style ac-
counts to which families can contribute up
to $4,000 a year.

Welfare reform was another priority in the
contract. The crux of the proposal was the
elimination of welfare as an open-ended enti-
tlement and the establishment of a two-
years-and-out rule. Clinton twice had vetoed
welfare-reform bills. But in 1996 his top cam-
paign adviser, Dick Morris, told him that as
the 1992 candidate who had promised to ‘‘end
welfare as we know it,’’ Clinton might fa-
tally wound his re-election bid by rejecting
welfare reform a third time. Clinton signed
into law the welfare policy derived from the
Republican contract.

Roughly two dozen other proposals in the
contract have become law. Among them are
tougher enforcement of the death penalty,
stricter review of government regulation of
business, raising the tax-free earnings limit
for people on Social Security, tax incentives
for adoption and for care of a dependent old
person, spousal IRAs and tax relief for small
businesses.

The contract was a device unprecedented
in national electoral politics: Here is a spe-
cific checkist of exactly what we propose to
do: elect us and hold us to it. Advocates
called it a straightforward masterstroke.
Critics called it an ill-advised piece of politi-
cal hokum.

Three years alter, there is no doubt that
the GOP meant what it said in the Contract
With America. Even the White House has
embraced much of it. Much of what it con-
tained is now the policy of the United
States, thanks to the persistence and fore-
sight of the Republican Congress.
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate the Foundations Bible College
and Schools in Dunn, NC on the recent dedi-
cation of its Anvil House. The president and
founder of the Foundations Ministries and
Schools, Dr. O. Talmadge Spence, announced
the official Day of Dedication of Anvil House
on May 15 with a 4-day celebration which cul-
minated with the 23d graduation class of the
college.

The vision of this learning center around a
worship sanctuary results after some 30 years
of thought, and more energetically after Dr.
Spence attended Oxford University. Six years
and nine months of actual building has been
involved with a little over 2 years in acquiring
furnishings, furniture, decor, and art pieces for
the learning laboratory experience. Anvil
House phase 1, has been completed with
30,300 square feet of floor space including: 8
divinity halls on the north and south; exterior
and interior gothic walks; the first floor Found-
er’s Foyer, and the Whitefield Sanctuary which
seats 950 persons. The second floor consists
of a gallery, balcony, and the colonnade walk
which leads from the balcony to the podium
above the first floor chancel. The cantilever
pulpit projects out into the sanctuary some 30
feet with the first floor sanctuary and the sec-
ond floor balcony surrounding the entire pulpit
area.

The Anvil House is dedicated to three his-
tories as pictured by its historical time and
decor: World civilization, church history, and
remnant Christianity. These three historical
views are seen in a parallel chronology run-
ning throughout the facility. World civilization is
seen in all of the rooms and areas. Church
history, mingled with the parallel history of
world civilization, is illustrated by the gothic
walk of 46 nitches and over 100 art pieces.
The divinity halls are designated by the follow-
ing geographies, noting the ingredients of rem-
nant Christianity: The French Room, noting
the times of the Huguenots and the
Waldensians; the Bohemian Room, the
Hussites and Moravians; the Colonial Room,
puritans and pilgrims; the English Room, Ox-
ford Holy Club; the Welsh Room, the Welsh
revival; the Swiss Room, the Swiss brethren
and Zwingli; the Ulster Room, the dissenters
and separatists; and the German Room, the
Reformers and Luther.

The second floor balcony and colonnade will
be the regular processional walk for the grad-
uation class each year as they proceed to the
pulpit of Whitefield Sanctuary to receive their
diploma or degree.

In each of the rooms and other areas of
Anvil House there is historical meaning every-
where. There are over 1,600 art pieces from
all over the world. There are 688 fixed gothic
arches in Anvil House besides another 500
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other such arches in the art pieces them-
selves. This facility has one of the largest col-
lections of Christian etchings found anywhere.

The next addition will be phase two, and it
will commence immediately to add seven
three- and four-story towers, using castle rock
as was used for the north Calvin Pavilion. The
south tower will be called Wesley Tower, and
the other six east and west towers will be
identified by other personalities of church his-
tory, such as Robert Murray McCheyne, Jona-
than Edwards, John Wycliffe, J. Gresham
Machen, Brainerd, and Zinzendorf. The build-
ing itself will occupy about 1 acre of land. In
phase two, east and west gardens will be
planted to resemble the distinct kinds of gar-
dens in the Orient and the western world as
particularly viewed from the perspective of
Christianity and missions.

Dr. Spence, who is the president and found-
er of Foundations Schools as well as the origi-
nal designer of the Anvil House, speaks glow-
ingly of the project: ‘‘We believe genuine his-
tory is being lost or neglected in the progress
of modern man,’’ says Dr. Spence, ‘‘and his-
tory is being rewritten with a different pre-
supposition than the facts of the past. We are
losing the experience we have learned of the
past.’’ President Spence continues: ‘‘As a
Christian educational institution leaning into
the twenty-first century, Foundations believes
history must be protected as truthfully as we
protect the Bible. To the Christian, the first au-
thority is the Bible, the Word of God, then his-
tory, then philosophy, and then languages,’’
said Dr. Spence, ‘‘and all truth must be pro-
claimed, defended, and practiced by Chris-
tians no matter which compartment of life they
live in during their daily activities.’’

Dr. Spence, concluded his remarks at the
opening ceremonies by saying, ‘‘The two
Christians who are most appropriate to speak
in these early hours of Anvil House are Dr.
Bob Jones, Chancellor of Bob Jones Univer-
sity in Greenville, South Carolina; and Rev-
erend Michael N. Riley, pastor of the Killian
Hill Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia.’’ Dr.
Spence was led to Christ through D. Jones
and Reverend Riley has been a cherished
friend in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
of unusual gifts for interior decor.

May 15 through May 18 involved the first 4
days of worship, open house, lectures, and
graduation Sunday. Personal RSVP invitations
were extended for this first occasion. A com-
memorative publication called ‘‘Anvil House’’
and a reproduction of a 300-year-old text enti-
tled ‘‘The Principle Reformers’’ were produced
to honor this historic event.

Foundations Bible College and Seminary is
located off Interstate 95, Exit 77 in Dunn, NC,
on a 65-acre campus of 12 building facilities.
The school also operates the radio station
WLLN of Lillington, NC through the Christian
Purities Fellowship for its outreach ministry
program. Over its past 23 years, 100 divinity
students from 15 countries and 31 States
have been ordained to the Christian ministry
by the Foundations School.
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OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, September 3, 1997

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring to your attention the fine
work and outstanding success of the citizens
of Highland, CA. On November 24, 1997,
Highland will celebrate ten years of existence
as a city.

In light of the rather dire predictions made at
the time about the city’s chance of survival,
this is a major milestone in the city’s history.
Many people, particularly the so-called ex-
perts, warned in 1987 against incorporation of
the community because they believed the pro-
posed city was financially unfeasible and
would be bankrupt within the first 2 years of
existence.

In his budget transmittal letter back in May
1989, the city manager referenced the 1980
Winter Olympic Games held in Lake Placid,
NY. During those games, ABC Television
commentator, Al Michaels, provided the play-
by-play for the gold medal championship hock-
ey game between the United States and Fin-
land. The United States was given very little
chance of taking the gold medal.

In the final seconds of the game, when it
was apparent that the United States would
win, Al Michaels emphatically exclaimed, ‘‘Do
you believe in miracles?’’ Successfully com-
pleting its first year as a city, Highland’s suc-
cess may not have been a miracle, but in
early 1989 it was regarded as quite an accom-
plishment.

Nearly 10 years later, Highland is not only
still in existence, it is in relatively sound finan-
cial shape. With sound and prudent financial
management, the future of the city of Highland
looks bright. In fact, I believe that the next 10
years hold even more promise for the citizens
of this great community than the last 10 years.

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me, our col-
leagues, and the many fine people who live
and work in Highland in saluting this commu-
nity for meeting and overcoming many chal-
lenges during its first 10 years. The success of
the city of Highland is certainly worthy of rec-
ognition by the House today.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE RIVERHEAD
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTER
FRANK CORWIN

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 3, 1997

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
this venerable Chamber to ask my colleagues
in the U.S. House of Representatives to join
me in paying tribute to Frank ‘‘Buzz’’ Corwin,
a volunteer firemen who has devoted 50 years
to protecting the lives and property of his
friends and neighbors in Riverhead, Long Is-
land.

On Tuesday, September 9, 1997, Frank
Corwin will be honored by his fellow fire-
fighters for his 50 faithful years of service to
the Riverhead fire department. Since 1947,
whenever fire or other peril threatened a mem-

ber of the Riverhead community, Frank has
answered the siren’s call, whether that call
came in the dead of night, on a blustery winter
day or in the wilting heat of summer. Time and
again, Frank joined his comrades as they has-
tened to the scene, placing themselves in
harm’s way to aid another human being in
danger, regardless of whether it be a friend, a
neighbor, or stranger.

It was exactly 50 years ago to the month
that Frank Corwin enlisted in the Riverhead
fire department and that very night he was
thrust into action during a fire at the GLF
building. Rising to the position of 2d lieutenant
with the Reliable Hose and Engine Co. No. 1,
Frank was also a member of R.F.D.’s New
York State Champion Ironmen Racing Team
in 1948.

Frank’s commitment to the Riverhead fire
department and the community it protects is
exceeded only by his devotion to family. In
1949, he married his wife Muriel and together
they lovingly raised their children Beverly, Jef-
frey, and Todd. In each of their children, Frank
and Muriel have instilled the community pride
and love for their neighbor that has motivated
Frank during his career as a volunteer fire-
fighter.

Demonstrating that true heroes are created
over a lifetime of selfless acts and service to
their God, family, and country, Frank Corwin is
a perfect role model for every volunteer fire-
fighter who will come after him. So I ask my
colleagues in this esteemed House to join me
in congratulating Frank for 50 years of service
to the Riverhead community.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, the March of

Dimes is an organization with a noble mission:
to fight birth defects and childhood diseases.
We all share the March of Dimes dream that
every child should have the opportunity to live
a healthy life.

For the past 14 years, the southeast Michi-
gan chapter of the March of Dimes Birth De-
fects Foundation has honored several
Macomb County residents who are outstand-
ing members of our community and have
helped in the campaign for healthier babies.
This evening, the chapter will be hosting the
14th annual ‘‘Alexander Macomb Citizen of the
Year’’ award dinner. The award, instituted in
1984, is named after my home county’s name-
sake, Gen. Alexander Macomb, a hero of the
War of 1812.

This year, the March of Dimes has chosen
Chuck Dharte as a recipient of the award.
When Chuck retired from his position as chair-
man of the board and CEO of Huntington
Bank of Michigan in 1996, he did not retire
from public service. He has continued to serve
on the board of St. Joseph’s Mercy Hospitals
of Macomb and as president of the Boys and
Girls Club of southeastern Michigan while re-
maining active with the March of Dimes. As he
recently said about receiving the award, ‘‘I am
still at a loss for words. And I assure you, I will
continue in my care and support of this great
human endeavor.’’ Chuck’s involvement within
the community exemplifies his commitment to
fighting birth defects.
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