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As an entrepreneur, Mr. Headley is the

president of Diversified Flintlock Corp., a gen-
eral contracting company. His company has
built numerous medical centers, low-income
affordable housing units, and has just recently
completed a senior citizen housing unit of
Berean Missionary Baptist Church in Brook-
lyn’s east New York neighborhood, and a
branch of the Carver Federal Savings Bank in
Harlem.

DeCosta has been widely recognized for his
civil, political, and corporate endeavors. I am
pleased to commend his efforts and recognize
his vast contributions.

f

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER WILLIAM
COLEMAN COOK AND OFFICER
ROBERT VARGAS

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is in-
deed a distinct honor to join with our commu-
nity on July 11, 1997 to pay tribute to two of
Dade County’s finest, Officer William Coleman
Cook and Officer Robert Vargas, who sac-
rificed their lives in the line of duty.

When he responded to a domestic disturb-
ance on Wednesday May 16, 1979, 25-year-
old Officer William Coleman Cook was already
a 6-year veteran of the Metro-Dade Police De-
partment. Officer Cook was shot and killed in
the process of apprehending a U.S. Army de-
serter who had shot his wife, another woman,
and critically wounded two other Metro-Dade
officers.

Officer Robert Vargas had just celebrated
his 28th birthday on February 4, 1997 when
he was assigned to a robbery task force as
part of Dade County’s Operation Clean
Sweep. On February 7, he responded to a call
for assistance from fellow officers in pursuit of
fleeing robbery suspects. While en route to as-
sist his colleagues, Officer Vargas collided
with two vehicles as he attempted to avoid a
wheelchair bound individual along the way.
His car was struck head-on by another vehi-
cle, and he died instantly on the scene.

Officers William Cook and Robert Vargas
represent the best and the noblest of our
Dade County Police Department. They put
their lives on the line on behalf of our commu-
nity and risked their own safety. Their ultimate
sacrifice truly exemplifies the willingness and
readiness with which they served and pro-
tected us—above and beyond the call of duty.

The dedication and commitment to duty
shown by Officer Cook and Officer Vargas is
a great legacy they have forever bequeathed
to our community. We owe a debt of gratitude
to them and the loved ones they left behind.

Public servants to the very core, Officers
Cook and Vargas truly epitomize the genuine
bravery and heroism of which the great sol-
dier, Gen. Douglas McArthur, spoke when he
said, ‘‘They only are fit to live—those who are
not afraid to die.’’

TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY WATSON

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Mr. Anthony Watson for his out-
standing contributions to the health care com-
munity. Mr. Watson is the president and chief
executive officer of the Health Insurance Plan
of Greater New York [HIP], one of the largest
health maintenance organizations [HMO’s] and
the largest HMO in the northeastern United
States.

HIP is celebrating its 50th anniversary and
Anthony Watson has played a pivotal role for
HIP since 1985. Anthony has almost 20 years
of experience in major public health agencies.
He was formerly the supervising public health
adviser at the Centers for Disease Control
[CDC], the former deputy director of the New
York City Comprehensive Health Planning
Agency, in addition to having served as an in-
structor in health planning at the Herbert J.
Lehman College of the City University of New
York. Anthony has received numerous acco-
lades and awards. He serves on various
boards.

Mr. Watson resides in New York City with
his wife, Desiree, and their two children,
Alayja and Sheridan.
f

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID MAYER

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to an outstanding individual, David
Mayer of Franklin, WI. On July 5, 1997, David
was honored by the Franklin Civic Celebra-
tions Commission with a moving recognition
ceremony highlighting his many years of dedi-
cated service to his community.

David was born in the town of Franklin in
the fall of 1918. For many years he was a
partner with his brothers in a business found-
ed by his father, Robert Mayer. He is a World
War II veteran who has raised four children
with his wife, Doris.

David was first elected as a Franklin super-
visor in 1948 following the retirement of his fa-
ther. He was responsible for many of the early
accomplishments in the growing community.
The town’s first fire truck was brought to
Franklin with David’s help. That same truck
was in Franklin’s Fourth of July Parade this
year.

David was a vital part of Franklin’s city in-
corporation in the mid-1950’s, going house to
house to collect signatures from supporters of
the incorporation. In the city’s first election on
October 2, 1956, he was elected as an alder-
man, and for the next 40 years he would
serve under 7 mayors until his retirement in
1993.

As an alderman, David was active on many
boards and commissions. He served as the
council president and was also a member of
the 4th of July Commission, the board of pub-
lic works, and the library board. David was
also an active member of the Franklin Histori-
cal Society.

I am proud to say that I know David Mayer.
He has always been a man of integrity,
warmth, and sincerity. Congratulations, David,
on this ceremony. You truly deserve it.
f

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN DOUGLAS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Brian Douglas of
Cablevision of New York City has been a vital
contributor in the field of telecommunications.
As the public affairs manager for Cablevision
he is responsible for government relations,
community affairs, and public relations.

His duties include administration of the com-
pany’s franchisee requirement with the city of
New York, dealing with elected officials, edu-
cational outreach, and responding to the pub-
lic and the press.

Brian has been employed by Cablevision
since 1988 and is formerly a sales representa-
tive for Time Warner’s Brooklyn Queens Divi-
sion. He holds a B.A. in television and radio
from Brooklyn College and graduate degree in
mass communications from Drake University.
Brian is also a member of the National Asso-
ciation of Minorities in Communications
[NAMIC]. I am pleased to commend Brian for
his numerous contributions and to introduce
him to my House colleagues.
f

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. MINA
SARA BARRETT

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to join with my constituents and the students
and faculty of SUNY College at Old Westbury,
NY, as they honor Mina Barrett for outstanding
professional and public service. Dr. Barrett
was born in New York City in 1948 and at a
very early age established her academic cre-
dentials. She was an honor student at Ocean-
side High School and received her graduate
and undergraduate degrees at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Stony Brook in the field
of psychology.

In 1975, Dr. Barrett came to SUNY College
at Old Westbury and became one of the
founders of the Psychology Department. Ris-
ing to the position of associate professor, Dr.
Barrett immediately became active on a vari-
ety of academic committees. Yet to the great
benefit of both the academic and general com-
munities of the greater New York metropolitan
area, Dr. Barrett embarked upon a course of
community service that would serve as a
model for effective community activism.

Recognized for her deep understanding of
the human mind, Dr. Barrett was appointed as
a Red Cross Disaster mental health psycholo-
gist and became codirector of the Nassau
County Chapter of the Red Cross for mental
health. It was in 1994 that she was called
upon by the city of Los Angeles to serve in an
assisting office in the city’s tragic earthquake.
For her service rendered to the city of Los An-
geles she received the Henri Dunant Humani-
tarian Award. Her services were again utilized
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by the residents of Long Island in 1994 during
the east end fires for which she received a
service citation. During the tragic crash of
TWA flight 800, she served as coordinator of
mental health, rescue and relief working 18
hours a day training and directing health
teams.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Barrett’s activities in
human relations and women’s issues have
given her an international reputation. I ask my
colleagues to join with me and rise to salute
Dr. Mina Barrett for her devotion and for all
she has done to enhance our world.
f

TRIBUTE TO JOHN L. EDMONDS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to highlight the accomplishments of Mr. John
L. Edmonds, a prominent real estate devel-
oper in New York City. Mr. Edmonds and the
Edmonds Group specializes in the develop-
ment and rehabilitation of housing units for
low- and moderate-income families.

It is the dream of every American family to
own their own home. The Edmonds Group
has been directly responsible for making home
ownership a reality for many families in New
York. The group utilizes a combination of
sources to achieve home ownership, including
Federal funds, HUD tax credits, and State and
local loan guarantees.

As the largest minority developer in the city
of New York, Mr. Edmonds has recently devel-
oped five low-income housing projects in Man-
hattan. Despite fierce competition, the Ed-
monds Group has been able to prosper and
has a 100 percent completion rate of projects
it has undertaken in New York City.
f

ODYSSEY OF THE MIND WORLD
FINALS

HON. RON PACKARD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 10, 1997

Mr. PACKARD. Mr. Speaker, today, I come
before you to recognize a few very special
and talented young people from my district.
On Wednesday June 6, the opening cere-
monies for the Odyssey of the Mind world
finals were held at the University of Maryland.
This competition challenges the intelligence,
creativity, and team work of those participat-
ing. Competitors came from all over the world
to be a part of this wonderful event.

Among those who placed were 13 young
men and women from the 48th Congressional
District of California. Palmquist Elementary
School in Oceanside and Aliso Viejo Middle
School in Aliso Viejo won top honors. Both
schools won first place in the Odyssey of the
Mind State competition and earned their way
to the world competition this summer.

It is refreshing to see programs like Odys-
sey of the Mind, that challenge the young peo-
ple of this country to get involved. These men
and women hold the key to the future of
America. It is encouraging to see their young
minds at work, bettering themselves and this
country with each new challenge they take on.

I congratulate each of these young people
for their accomplishment. With that in mind, I
would like to close with the Odyssey of the
Mind’s pledge: ‘‘Let me be a seeker of knowl-
edge, let me travel uncharted paths, and let
me use my creativity to make the world a bet-
ter place in which to live.’’ This is a motto we
could all live by.
f

TRIBUTE TO SETH EDWARDS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 9, 1997

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize Mr. Seth Edwards for his valuable
contributions in the banking industry. Mr. Ed-
wards is a vice president in Chase Manhattan
Bank’s Community Development Group, and
is the manager for Chase’s community affairs
in Brooklyn.

During his 28 years of service with Chase,
he has performed a variety of duties at inter-
national posts in Greece, the Middle East,
Canada, and the Dominican Republic.

Seth was born in Oklahoma and grew up in
Liberia, West Africa. He graduated magna
cum laude from the University of Liberia with
degrees of anthropology and sociology. He
joined Chase after a year of graduate study in
France, and a tour of duty in South Vietnam
with the United States Army. He is presently
on the board of the HOPE Program and on
the business advisory council of community
school district 13. I am pleased to acknowl-
edge Seth Edwards’ contributions.
f

DISAPPROVAL OF MOST-FAVORED-
NATION TREATMENT FOR CHINA

SPEECH OF

HON. VINCE SNOWBARGER
OF KANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 24, 1997

Mr. SNOWBARGER. Mr. Speaker, during
the past several months, I have listened care-
fully to the residents of the third district who
took the time to contact me about renewal of
most-favored-nation status for the People’s
Republic of China.

To those who passionately oppose renewing
MFN because of China’s treatment of dis-
sidents, let me say that we agree on every-
thing but the solution. I have heard from many
of my constituents that China’s human rights
record is an abomination—and I agree. Many
have pointed out that China’s repression of
Christians and members of other faiths is an
outrageous assault on the most basic of
human liberties—and I agree. Others have
suggested that the Chinese Government’s pol-
icy of forced abortions and sterilizations cries
out for condemnation from every civilized
country—and I agree. Still others have ex-
pressed grave concern about China’s involve-
ment in the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction—and I agree.

We disagree on one point. I do not accept
the notion that the United States can effec-
tively deal with human rights abuses in China
by raising taxes on Americans. And that is
what this issue is about.

I have enormous respect for those, like Dr.
James Dobson, who point to the need to ad-
dress China’s human rights violations. How-
ever, I also note that others whose moral vi-
sion I hold in equally high esteem, such as Dr.
Billy Graham and many Christian missionaries
in China itself, argue just as passionately
against disengagement with China. The perse-
cution of Christians and other religious minori-
ties in China is appalling. Yet those that
preach the gospel in China say that if America
were to revoke MFN Christians would face
even greater persecution.

It seems to me the key test of the effective-
ness of any sanction, such as withholding
MFN, is whether the sanction is likely to
produce the desired effect. Does anyone be-
lieve that a government that is willing to com-
mit heinous crimes against its own people will
be moved to reform its system as a result of
a sanction aimed more at Americans than at
China? Clearly, there is legitimate difference
of opinion on how best to support those who
suffer under the Chinese Government’s op-
pression. I would hope that those who differ
on the means would not vilify each other when
they share the same ends.

I have co-sponsored a bill that would target
tough sanctions at the elements of the Chi-
nese Government that are responsible for
atrocities against their own people and threats
to our country. Under this proposed bill, the
Chinese companies responsible for the illegal
importation of AK–47’s into California would
be prohibited from exporting to the U.S. and
the Federal Government would be required to
publish a list of all companies affiliated with
the Chinese People’s Liberation Army [PLA]. It
would prohibit the granting of U.S. visas to
Chinese government officials involved in the
Tiananmen massacre. The United States
would be required to reduce assistance to or-
ganizations that support China’s so-called
family planning program and to vote against
all loans to China from international organiza-
tions to which we belong. Finally, the Presi-
dent would be required to encourage our allies
to join us in these sanctions.

Many Members of Congress—on both sides
of this issue—have taken stands for their be-
liefs. It would have been easy to voice my out-
rage at China’s transgressions by voting
against renewal of MFN, regardless of wheth-
er doing so would have any impact on China’s
behavior.

But I believe I owe it to my constituents to
base my vote on the merits of the issue, not
on the politics. My vote is based on what rev-
ocation of MFN would do to Americans. First,
we should understand that most-favored-na-
tion status is the normal trade treatment we
extend to nearly every country in the world. In
fact, there are only six countries that the Unit-
ed States does not extend MFN to: Cuba,
Laos, Vietnam, Afghanistan, North Korea, and
what’s left of Yugoslavia. Even Iran, Iraq, and
Lybia, on which the United States has im-
posed a total embargo on trade, technically
have most-favord-nation status.

Revoking MFN means that imports from that
country are subject to dramatically higher
taxes—taxes that are paid not by China, but
by American companies and passed on to
American consumers. A cut-off of MFN would
increase the average tariff on Chinese imports
from about 6 percent more than 44 percent,
resulting in $27 to $29 billion in higher costs
to American consumers. The shoes Kansas
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