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Today. The article asserts that the public
housing bill recently passed by the House
would return a sense of stability and work
ethic to American communities. In fact, the au-
thor argues that to leave the current system of
public housing intact is ‘‘only to punish the
poor in the name of protecting them.’’

In anticipation of House consideration of the
conference report on the House and Senate
public housing bills later this year, I commend
the attached article to Member’s attention.

[USA Today, June 18, 1997]
WORKING-CLASS ETHIC MADE PUBLIC HOUSING

PROUD; IT COULD AGAIN

By Samuel G. Freedman
On a frigid morning in January 1949, about

500 people lined up, shivering but stoic, to
apply for apartments in the first low-income-
housing project to be built in New Rochelle,
N.Y. War veterans still bunking with rel-
atives, Italian laborers barely recovered
from the Depression, blacks working as
maids or drivers for the affluent—all had
been waiting years for this chance.

None of them saw residence in the Robert
Hartley Houses as anything but a privilege,
and a privilege that connoted responsibil-
ities. They had to produce wedding licenses
and military-discharge papers; they had to
submit to a virtual whiteglove evaluation of
their housekeeping skills.

And for 240 families who passed muster,
there was the rule book. The rule book speci-
fied the week each tenant was required to
sweep the stairwell and the type of pushpin
acceptable for hanging pictures. It dictated
the fines for a child who walked across the
grass. Where the rule book left off, the build-
ing superintendents picked up, enforcing an
unofficial curfew for teen-agers with 11 p.m.
knocks on the door.

The social compact established in the
Hartley Houses and scores of similar devel-
opments made public housing one of New
Deal liberalism’s greatest successes for a
time. Hartley was integrated by race and re-
ligion and animated by the ethics of hard
work and upward mobility. As late as 1964, a
single mugging in the complex of five build-
ings was rare enough to make news.

Just about that time, however, two dev-
astating changes were taking place. The first
generation of Hartley residents, having
climbed into the working class, moved out,
partly because their incomes exceeded the
project’s upward limits for tenants. Simulta-
neously, the wave of litigation that came to
be known as the ‘‘rights revolution’’ began
destroying the honorable bargain between
the taxpayers who funded the welfare state
and the tenants who enjoyed its benefits.

Individually, the court cases that under-
mined public housing seemed reasonable
enough. They won the rights of various types
of people, from political radicals to single
parents to welfare clients, to be permitted
into public housing and to stave off eviction
from it.

Collectively, however, these cases taught
the managers of public-housing projects—
whether run by the federal government or,
like the Hartley Houses, by state and local
agencies—that screening current or prospec-
tive tenants invited costly litigation. The
doors of public housing swung open as long
as one was poor enough to qualify.

By the early 1980s, then, the Hartley
Houses had gone from a stepladder for the
working poor to a sinkhole of the welfare
poor, with 85% of the households headed by a
single parent and relying on public aid. The
local housing authority defaulted on loan
payments to the state. An $11 million pro-
gram of repairs had to be halted due to
rampant vandalism. Drug use and violent

crime grew so brazen that in 1990 the tenants
themselves asked the city to declare a state
of emergency in the project.

Sadly, there is nothing new in the saga of
the Hartley Houses. It is the story of the
Robert Taylor Homes in Chicago, a vast
project known locally as ‘‘the world’s biggest
mistake,’’ and of the Flag Houses in Balti-
more, which will be razed in 2000. One of its
predecessors in demolition, the Columbus
Houses in Newark, N.J., had been pronounced
by a federal inspector unfit even for animals.
And who has lost, after all, in the failure of
public housing? In a political sense, liberals
have. But day by day, the poor have. They
are the ones isolated and beleaguered; they
are the ones left to beg for martial law.

So liberals and Democrats, including
President Clinton, should not be so quick to
dismiss the public-housing bill recently
passed by the House of Representatives and
headed for the Senate simply because it is
the handiwork of the same conservative Re-
publicans who designed the punitive welfare-
reform law. The lesson of that law, in fact, is
that when liberals refuse to reform failed so-
cial programs, they leave correction, by de-
fault, to the right.

The housing bill has its flaws, particularly
in its intention to alter the Section 8 pro-
gram that already succeeds in using market
incentives with private landlords to distrib-
ute poor tenants throughout metropolitan
areas rather than concentrating them in
bleak, highrise projects. But in direct ways,
the measure would restore public housing to
its original ideal of placing the fabric of
community above the rights of the individ-
ual. Among its provisions, the bill would
streamline the eviction of dangerous ten-
ants, refuse housing to those with proven
histories of sexual violence or substance
abuse, and give housing officials unprece-
dented access to national criminal records in
screening applicants.

Most importantly of all, moderate-income
tenants would be permitted to rent apart-
ments at market rates alongside the poor. In
the heyday of public housing, it was work-
ing-class families that established the value
system of places like the Hartley Houses.
Their return can again provide a critical
mass of stability and work ethic.

There is a reason many middle-aged blacks
speak almost witfully about the segregated
neighborhoods of their childhood. Those
neighborhoods, walled in by white racism,
contained all the social classes, from the hod
carrier to the teacher to the dentist. With
fairhousing laws came black flight, trans-
forming ghetto into slum.

If some of the workers still in the central
cities can be enticed by decent rents to live
in public housing, then no one will benefit
from their presence more than their impov-
erished neighbors. It is not sufficient to say,
as opponents of the housing bill have, that
the needlest people stand to lose. There al-
ready are huge waiting lists for public hous-
ing, and the federal government has gotten
out of the business of building low-income
projects. To leave the current system intact
is only to punish the poor in the name of pro-
tecting them.
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PENNSYLVANIA SHERIFF’S
ASSOCIATION 75TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PHIL ENGLISH
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I want to congratulate the Pennsylvania Sher-

iff’s Association on its 75th anniversary. For
75 years, this association and the sheriffs of
Pennsylvania have worked together to im-
prove the office of sheriff so as to better serve
the public. Under the dynamic leadership of
Butler County sheriff, Dennis Rickard, the as-
sociation has continued providing a forum for
the sheriffs to exchange ideas and experience
and provide training and education programs
for sheriffs and their deputies. It has done this
to ensure that every sheriff has the skills and
knowledge to perform his or her duties in a
professional, responsible, and efficient man-
ner.

We all know the law and legal procedures
have become infinitely more complicated than
they were 75 years ago. The increase in vol-
ume of work has also imposed more burdens
on Pennsylvania’s sheriffs.

The association has helped our sheriffs
shoulder these burdens in a manner that has
reflected well on Pennsylvania. Because of
this, I want to congratulate the Pennsylvania
Sheriff’s Association on its 75th anniversary
and commend it and Pennsylvania’s sheriffs,
for a job well done.
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IN HONOR OF GEORGE J.
KOURPIAS

HON. SAM GEJDENSON
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. GEJDENSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to pay tribute to a great friend of working peo-
ple throughout the world: George J. Kourpias
is retiring tomorrow from his post as president
of the International Association of Machinists;
he will be deeply missed.

As president of the Machinists, Mr. Kourpias
has served as a member of several govern-
mental and labor organizations. In particular, I
would like to note his service on the board of
the Overseas Private Investment Corporation,
also known as OPIC. I have fought throughout
my career for increasing the export capabilities
of our Nation’s businesses. At the same time,
I have been concerned that we do not trample
on labor rights as we make American busi-
ness more competitive. That is why I was so
pleased when President Clinton appointed Mr.
Kourpias to the board 4 years ago. This vital
organization for the first time has a working
voice on the board. We can learn a lot from
that example.

Mr. Kourpias also has done tremendous
work for our senior citizens, working both with
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
and the National Council of Senior Citizens to
ensure the retirement savings of our retirees.

Mr. Kourpias’ dedication to improving the
lives of working Americans goes back long be-
fore he achieved the highest post with the Ma-
chinists. Before his term as president began,
he served as vice president at the Machinists,
overseeing the National Capital region. As an
expert on the IAM’s governing document, Mr.
Kourpias has been of great help to Presidents
before him. Learning the details has always
been important to Mr. Kourpias, same as the
details are important in the work of the ma-
chinists he represents.

His leadership has been clear to the world
since the 1950’s when he first began taking
leadership positions in the union movement.
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From the local, district, and national levels,
George J. Kourpias has served the working
men and women of the Machinists for dec-
ades, but his legacy will stretch far beyond
them.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I honor George
Kourpias for a lifetime of commitment to the
men and women he served. I know the Ma-
chinists will find someone equally dedicated to
succeed him, but in a larger sense, they will
never be able to find someone to replace him.
George Kourpias is that special kind of person
who has devoted his life to the proposition that
the men and women who work to make this
country great deserve a fair reward for their la-
bors.

Mr. Speaker, I wish George and his wife
June all the best in retirement and thank him
for the service he has provided to this Nation.
f

TRIBUTE TO REV. DR. BENNETT
WALKER SMITH, SR.

HON. JACK QUINN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997
Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in

honor the Rev. Dr. Bennett W. Smith, Sr.,
Pastor of St. John Baptist Church on his twen-
ty-five years of dedicated and outstanding
service to our community.

In addition to his duties with the St. John
Baptist Church in Buffalo, Pastor Smith serves
as president of the Progressive National Bap-
tist Convention, Inc., upon being elected to
that high honor in August 1994. As president,
Pastor Smith provides leadership and guid-
ance to its 3 million members.

As Pastor, Bennett Smith leads the St. John
Baptist Church, a 2,700 member congregation,
and has emerged as world-renowned evan-
gelist and author.

Pastor Smith has truly served our Western
New York community through many charitable
endeavors, including the construction of
McCarley Gardens, housing for low-income
families; the St. John Baptist Church Edu-
cation wing; and a full-time Christian day
school. Further, Pastor Smith’s Leadership
has brought to our community the Board of
Christian Education, Senior Citizens Fellow-
ship, Junior and Senior Youth Fellowship,
Youth Church, Prison Outreach Ministry, Sin-
gles Ministry, a radio-television broadcast, and
Project Gift, an after-school program for youth
with special needs.

He has also served in numerous local and
national organizations for the betterment of
mankind, including a national board member
and local chairman of the Virginia-Michigan
Housing Development Fund, the Sheehan Me-
morial Hospital Board of Directors, Buffalo
Metropolitan Ministries, the Council of Church-
es, and the NAACP and Kappa Alpha Psi Fra-
ternity.

In recognition of that commitment to our
community, Rev. Dr. Smith has received the
Buffalo News Citizen of the Year award, and
the prestigious Grammy Award for his famous
sermon, ‘‘Watch them Dogs.’’ He has also had
the high honor of serving as an official election
observer in the first free election in South Afri-
ca, and has published the widely acclaimed
Handbook on Tithing.

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to bring
Rev. Dr. Smith’s superlative achievements to

the attention of my colleagues in the House,
and ask that they join me in expressing our
heartfelt appreciation and enthusiastic con-
gratulations to Pastor Bennett Walker Smith,
Sr., as he celebrates his 25th year of out-
standing service in Western New York and
throughout the world.
f

THE NATIONAL RAILROAD HALL
OF FAME—HONORING THE MEN
AND WOMEN WHO BUILT THE
RAILROAD

HON. LANE EVANS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the history and tradition of the Railroad
Industry in America. On June 27 and 28, mil-
lions of Americans across the country will cel-
ebrate Railroad Day by recognizing the Amer-
ican Railroad Industry and its rich history in
this country.

Today, I recognize the memory of the men
and women who actively participated in the
founding and development of the railroad in-
dustry—surveyors, mechanics, engineers,
teachers, railroad leaders, miners, financiers,
inventors, and government leaders. The rail-
road industry has had a tremendous influence
on American society, impacting the economy,
science and technology, national defense, and
most important, the transportation of our Na-
tion’s citizens.

In order to preserve the memory of the ef-
forts of these people, the community of Gales-
burg, Illinois is erecting a monument dedicated
to the accomplishments and contribution of the
railroad industry. I have introduced legislation,
H. Res. 172 to express the support of this
House for this important endeavor. The estab-
lishment of a National Railroad Hall of Fame
in Galesburg, IL, is a fitting and just reward to
a community that has made significant con-
tributions to the railroad industry.

The National Railroad Hall of Fame will be
a privately funded museum and research facil-
ity dedicated to promote and encourage a bet-
ter understanding of the origins and growth of
the railroad industry. It will recognize the con-
tributions of the men and women who actively
participated in the founding and development
of the American railroads. A library and collec-
tion of materials that document and preserves
the accomplishments and contributions of the
railroad industry will also be housed at the
proposed facility.

Please join me in recognizing the great
value of the railroad industry and its workers
have to this country. Please help me celebrate
Railroad Days and the importance of the peo-
ple who built the industry by cosponsoring H.
Res. 172, the National Railroad Hall of Fame.
f

TRIBUTE TO THE COLUMBIA
GORGE NATIONAL SCENIC AREA

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER
OF OREGON
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Thursday, June 19, 1997

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to pay tribute today to a place that is un-

paralleled in its beauty and wonder, the Co-
lumbia River Gorge National Scenic Area in
the Pacific Northwest. With its abundant natu-
ral beauty, unique economic development op-
portunities, and cultural significance, the Co-
lumbia River Gorge is a national treasure.

The Gorge stretches 85 miles along the Co-
lumbia River from the dry eastern region to
the dense conifer forests and surging creeks
of the west, dazzling wildflower displays, in-
cluding species found nowhere else on Earth,
cover hillsides and plateaus along the river.
Diverse ecosystems within the scenic area
range from temperate rain forests to arid,
pine-oak woodlands.

The scenic beauty of this area offers high-
value, low-impact recreational opportunities for
biking, hiking, windsurfing, and sightseeing to
entertain residents and tourists. Multnomah
Falls, the single most visited attraction in the
National Forest system, is one of the region’s
many notable sites. These attractions, com-
bined with the region’s role as a source of the
Northwest’s renowned apples, pears, and
cherries, allow unique opportunities to balance
this valuable ecosystem with the pressures of
economic development.

The region also has a rich cultural heritage
dating back to tribal life of 10,000 years ago.
Ancient petroglyphs and village sites bear wit-
ness to thousands of years of Indian life and
commerce. The Gorge figured prominently in
the journals of Lewis and Clark, and later,
travelers on the Oregon Trail navigated the
area.

The unparalleled beauty and geologic won-
der of this area inspired Congress to pass the
National Scenic Area Act in 1986. It was de-
signed to protect the unique natural resources
of the Gorge, while at the same time develop-
ing a sustainable economy for an area that
had been economically depressed. The act
promotes shared responsibility by Federal and
local entities for land-use and natural resource
management and regional economic develop-
ment. Since the signing of the act, positive
progress has been made toward that goal.
Gorge economic development projects have
spawned new jobs and increased diversifica-
tion of the region’s economy. The scope of
public recreation has been increased through
new trails and parks in the Gorge. Over
28,000 acres of wildlife and plant habitat and
scenic vistas are now publicly owned. Con-
ferences and workshops have been held to
encourage and provide citizens and residents
of the Gorge with the skills to take action in
their own communities. Thanks to the commit-
ment and effort of Northwesterners, the natu-
ral beauty and recreational opportunities of the
Gorge will continue to be safeguarded for fu-
ture generations to enjoy.

Oregonians recently honored the Columbia
Gorge during Gorge Appreciation Week in
May organized by Friends of the Gorge, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to the protec-
tion and preservation of this incredible natural
resource. This tradition was begun last year in
honor of the 10-year anniversary of the Co-
lumbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act.
Oregonians showed their appreciation of and
commitment to the Gorge by participating in a
series of restoration and cleanup projects.
This year, over 200 volunteers undertook the
job of repairing the damage done to the region
by last winter’s ice storms. In addition, they
worked to restore native plants, re-establish
wetlands, clean up the historic Columbia River
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