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HONORING ST. MARTIN OF TOURS

SCHOOL AS A BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOL

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor
St. Martin of Tours School in Maple Heights,
OH, of my district, for being selected as a
Blue Ribbon School. I would also like to rec-
ognize the school’s principal, Mrs. Rozann
Swanson, M.A.Ed., for the excellent leadership
she has provided to the St. Martin of Tours
academic community. This year, the U.S. De-
partment of Education gave this prestigious
award to only 263 public and private elemen-
tary and middle schools across the Nation in
recognition of their effectiveness in meeting
local, State, and national education goals.

St. Martin of Tours School is very deserving
of this distinguished achievement. As we seek
to improve education across the Nation, this
school serves as a model of educational ex-
cellence. St. Martin of Tours School won the
Blue Ribbon Award because of its high aca-
demic standards, warm and nurturing environ-
ment, innovative programs and methods of in-
struction, as well as parental involvement. This
is a school where faculty, staff, students, and
parents join together in community to ensure
that the students are fully equipped for suc-
cess in our changing global economy.

At St. Martin of Tours School, instruction is
based on the goals of fully engaging the inter-
est, thinking, and participation of students. Ac-
tive learning lessons allow students to gain
knowledge and understanding of subject mat-
ter by doing, acting, inquiring, and discovering.
Teaching is respected as an art, and instruc-
tion is approached as much more than simply
imparting factual information. Faculty serve as
facilitators for their classes and carefully guide
their students intellectual growth. Additionally,
the school’s curriculum is focused on building
students’ critical thinking and problem solving
skills.

Mr. Speaker, I want to extend my best wish-
es to St. Martin of Tours School and offer con-
gratulations to the students, faculty, and ad-
ministration of St. Martin of Tours School in
Maple Heights, OH, for their dedication, lead-
ership, and standards of excellence.
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A CONGRATULATORY STATEMENT
TO SANJAY SHARMA

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS
OF ILLINOIS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
congratulate Sanjay Sharma, a junior at St. Ig-
natius College Prep in Chicago, IL, who has
been named a national winner for the 1997
Voice of Democracy Program for the State of
Illinois, and the recipient of the $2,500 Troy
and Sandy Rothbart Memorial Scholarship
Award. Sanjay, who lives in Elmwood Park is
the son of Ms. Prabha Sharma.

Sanjay was sponsored by the Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 1612 in Chicago, IL. The
program requires high school student entrants
to write and record a 3- to 5-minute essay on

an announced patriotic theme. This year’s
theme, ‘‘Democracy—Above and Beyond,’’ at-
tracted over 109,000 students to participate in
the competition nationwide.

The Voice of Democracy Scholarship Pro-
gram was started 50 years ago by the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters, the Elec-
tronic Industries Association, and the State
Association of Broadcasters, with the endorse-
ment of the U.S. Office of Education. Starting
in the 1958–59 program year, the Veterans of
Foreign Wars became a secondary sponsor in
cooperation with other sponsors.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to highlight a part
of Sanjay Sharma’s well-written essay on de-
mocracy.

Democracy is a form of government above
and beyond all other forms of government
because democracy explores our human es-
sence. Democracy explores what it means to
be an American and what makes each and
every one of us who we are and who we can
be. The United States of America has
emerged as a pillar among nations, through
the 220 years of ups and downs of its char-
ismatic history. You can’t help but realize
that there has got to be something special
about this democracy business. The power of
democracy delves into our hearts, our minds,
and our inner beings, revealing to us, that
Destiny, Fate, and Choice are all the same
breeze that floats over eternity and turns
the windmill of our lives.

I am including the entire text of Sanjay
Sharma’s essay on democracy for the
RECORD. All of us in the Seventh Congres-
sional District of Illinois are rightfully proud of
Sanjay Sharma.

‘‘DEMOCRACY—ABOVE AND BEYOND’’
(By Sanjay Sharma)

Democracy is a form of government above
and beyond all other forms of government
because democracy explores our human es-
sence. Democracy explores what it means to
be an American and what makes each and
every one of us who we are and who we can
be. The United States of America has
emerged as a pillar among nations, through
the 220 years of the ups-and-downs of its
charismatic history. You can’t help but real-
ize that there has got to be something spe-
cial about this democracy business. The
power of democracy delves into our hearts,
our minds, and our inner beings, revealing to
us, that Destiny, Fate, and Choice are all the
same breeze that floats over eternity and
turns the windmill of our lives.

Inside each one of us there burns a flame of
love, hope, and leadership; and from that
flame, there shines a light of character and
personality. This light, inside each of us, is
enveloped by a cocoon of windows that are
enclosed by shutters. One by one, Democracy
throws up those shutters, opens those win-
dows, and allows the light within us to shine
forth.

Bringing freedom, responsibility, and op-
portunity into our lives, democracy chal-
lenges us to live up to our greatest individ-
ual potential and pool our talents and ideas
together as a nation, in harmony and
progress. And truly the glories of democracy
guiding our inner strengths are exhibited in
the events of our past and present and the
prospects for our future.

Throughout history, an American legacy
has taken shape from the past wonders of de-
mocracy. In the early foundations of the
United States, the opportunities of democ-
racy brought out a light of innovation and
pioneering in the millions of immigrants
who came from around the world and an-
swered democracy’s call by helping to build
America. Esterian Mazzuca was a little girl

when she arrived from Italy, when she re-
turned to Ellis Island seventy-four years
later, she came with eighty-one American
descendants. In the 1960’s the power of the
freedoms of democracy was brilliantly dis-
played, as lights of unity and hope beamed
forth from Martin Luther King, Jr. And his
followers in their peaceful demonstrations
against segregation. And in 1985, the respon-
sibilities of democracy unveiled lights of
goodwill and service in forty-five music ce-
lebrities who gathered together to record:
‘‘We Are The World’’ and donate the album’s
earning (almost $62 million) to the poverty-
stricken nations of Africa. Now think, for a
moment, about a time when you gathered to-
gether with others of the good of a common
cause. The warmth and belonging you felt
was the warmth of a ray of inner light shin-
ing from one of the opened windows inside of
you—opened by the power of democracy.

The sands of time are piled in our hands, as
memories are being made in our present day
and age. In Missoula, Montana, when the
children needed a merry-go-round, Chuck
Kaparich started to carve the horses himself,
and as the contagious democracy spread,
soon schoolkids had collected one million
pennies and grown-ups assisted in the carv-
ing. After four years of communal effort,
Missoula has one heck of a merry-go-round.
As a little girl performs with her class in
their first school pageant, singing her heart
out, a tear of joy falls from her parent’s eye.
The joyous teardrop—a beautiful symbol of
the efforts, choices, and qualities which illu-
minate democracy. A grandmother and
grandfather look high into the blackness of
the night sky as a rocket scoots upwards,
then disappears beyond the stars, only to
burst forth in a fountain of blazing reds and
blues, in the true fashion of a Fourth-of-July
firework. As the night sky is lit up in cele-
bration, there is, for a moment, a twinkle in
their eyes—a symbol of the light with which
democracy guides America.

As we look toward the future, we are awed
by the dawn of a new century—the 21st cen-
tury. The younger generations of Americans
now must grow with democracy and kindle
their own inner lights of unity, hope, and
leadership shining in democracy’s freedoms,
responsibilities, and opportunities.

In its wonderful uniqueness, democracy
finds a balance between absolute freedom
and absolute control. The guiding light of de-
mocracy shines above and beyond, showing
us that even freedom does not come free;
freedom and opportunity demand our devo-
tion and perseverance—in turn, democracy
challenges us to use our talents, ideas, and
skills, to carry the nation to its greatest po-
tential.
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HONORING HEMPFIELD HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENTS COMPETING
IN THE ‘‘WE THE PEOPLE’’
FINALS

HON. JOSEPH R. PITTS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997
Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, today I would like

to honor several students from Hempfield High
School in Lancaster County, PA who have re-
cently traveled to Washington to compete in
the ‘‘We the People . . . The Citizen and the
Constitution’’ national finals.

These Hempfield students—who were part
of teacher Elaine Savukas’s advanced place-
ment government classes—won first and sec-
ond place in the Pennsylvania ‘‘We the Peo-
ple’’ contest.
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The ‘‘We the People’’ competition tests stu-

dents’ knowledge of the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights—the two historic documents on
which the country was founded.

I cannot emphasize enough the positive im-
pact that gaining a solid understanding of the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights will have on
these gifted students.

It is vital that America’s students follow the
lead of those who so diligently studied,
learned, and competed in the ‘‘We the Peo-
ple’’ national finals. By taking part in the com-
petition, the Hempfield participants are true
winners. Their work will benefit them and their
communities long into the future.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the gov-
ernment students from Hempfield High School
and we wish them the best in their futures.
f

TRIBUTE TO DR. JEFFREY
MEILMAN

HON. JACK QUINN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Dr. Jeffrey Meilman. For almost 70
years, Variety Clubs International and their
thousands of members worldwide have led the
fight to aid sick and handicapped children. Va-
riety Clubs legendary fundraising efforts have
helped build hospitals, schools, and play-
grounds bringing countless untold joy to young
people and their families.

Each year Variety Clubs holds an Inter-
national Convention to share new ideas and
give special recognition to those individuals
who have merited distinguished achievement.
This year, one of my constituents, Dr. Jeffrey
Meilman, was honored with Variety’s Sir
James Carreras Award. This prestigious honor
recognizes those physicians whose dedication
and skills in pediatric medicine is truly excep-
tional.

Dr. Meilman has provided plastic surgery to
countless children throughout the world, many
times at his own expense. The result is that
through the skillful hands and extraordinary
care provided by Dr. Meilman, children in the
United States, China, Poland, and throughout
the Third World have had the opportunity for
their physical health and emotional well being
to be restored.

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to bring Dr.
Meilman’s superlative achievements to the at-
tention of my colleagues in the House, and
ask that they join me in expressing our heart-
felt appreciation to Dr. Jeffrey Meilman and
Variety Clubs International. May they continue
to work together to utilize their God-given tal-
ents to save the lives of so many of our chil-
dren.
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TRIBUTE TO CATHY MAGUIRE

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN
OF CALIFORNIA
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Tuesday, June 10, 1997

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
pay tribute to my good friend Cathy Maguire,
who has just completed a 1-year term as
president of the San Fernando Chamber of

Commerce. Under Cathy’s dynamic leader-
ship, the chamber strengthened the ties be-
tween businesses and residents in the city of
San Fernando. She will be a tough act to fol-
low.

Anyone who knows Cathy—and there are a
lot of us—is not surprised by her successful
tenure as chamber president. She is a very
hard worker, as well as a regular presence at
business and community events throughout
the San Fernando Valley. I am amazed at her
energy and impressed by her dedication.

The San Fernando Chamber is only one of
many organizations to have been the bene-
ficiaries of Cathy’s leadership skills over the
years. For example, she is also on the board
of directors of the Valley Industry and Com-
merce Association; a member of the Commu-
nity Advisory Board of El Nido Family Serv-
ices, San Fernando Valley; president of So-
roptimist International, San Fernando Valley;
and a member of the board of directors of
New Directions for Youth.

In addition to her outside activities, Cathy is
district manager for the Southern California
Gas Co., where she plays a key role in strate-
gic planning and implementation, financial
management and marketing and advocacy. In-
deed, the gas company is fortunate to be rep-
resented by a person as devoted and person-
able as Cathy.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting Cathy Maguire, whose selflessness and
spirit are an inspiration to us all. I am proud
to be her friend.
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TRIBUTE TO JUDGE RUDOLPH A.
SACCO

HON. JOHN W. OLVER
OF MASSACHUSETTS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 10, 1997
Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, balancing the

scales of justice is often a very difficult task.
The work of a judge is demanding, complex,
and difficult, and it takes a very rare breed to
handle the job successfully.

I am honored to have such a judge within
the First Congressional District of Massachu-
setts. During his 23 years on the bench, Pro-
bate Court Judge Rudolph A. Sacco has admi-
rably served the citizens of western Massa-
chusetts.

A Boston College and Suffolk Law School
graduate, Judge Sacco has never forgotten
where he comes from. As an alumnus of Pitts-
field High School, Judge Sacco returned to
Berkshire County with his degrees, prepared
to give back to the community.

After some years in private practice, Judge
Sacco was appointed as a special probate
judge in 1973. He flourished in that part-time
position, and was named a full judge in 1979.

As probate judge, Rudolph Sacco has
logged thousands and thousands of miles
traveling the beautiful landscape of western
Massachusetts. His territory not only covered
his home Berkshire County, but Hampshire,
Hampden, and Franklin Counties as well. But
Judge Sacco has done much more for his
community than doling out justice. In 1957,
He—along with his wife, the former Katherine
Turschmann—founded Camp Karu, a day
camp for area children.

Judge Sacco is also a proud father and
grandfather, and has been an inspiration to his
family.

I join with the Berkshire, Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Franklin Bar Associations, as well
as the Massachusetts Bar Association, in sa-
luting Judge Sacco for his 23 years of dedi-
cated service. I join with the members of the
legal community in recognizing his achieve-
ments and in hoping that he will continue to
offer his talents to western Massachusetts and
the court system.

Probate Judge Rudolph A. Sacco serves as
an inspiration to his community and the up-
coming crop of members of the bench. I would
like to express my best wishes to Judge
Sacco and his family at this special time. His
contributions will never be forgotten.

f

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY—
ORANGE COUNTY RELAY FOR LIFE

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ
OF CALIFORNIA
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
address my colleagues about an issue that af-
fects every family in this country. I am certain
that all of you have a friend or relative, as I
do, that has been afflicted by the scourge of
cancer. Cancer is a disease that does not dis-
criminate, it strikes every race, every eco-
nomic level, every age, and every ethnic
group. In 1997 alone we can expect over
130,000 new cases of cancer to be diag-
nosed, and that will be in the State of Califor-
nia alone.

However, in the war against cancer, we are
beginning to see success. Effective and dedi-
cated organizations such as the American
Cancer Society are leading the fight in the bat-
tle for a cure. For the first time in history, over-
all death rates from cancer are actually declin-
ing, and with an enhanced nationwide effort,
the cancer death rate could be cut in half by
the year 2015. A major part of that nationwide
effort is the contribution of the Orange County
American Cancer Society, which served over
5,000 cancer patients in the county last year.

On June 20 and 21, 1997, the Orange
County American Cancer Society will hold its
annual Relay for Life to raise awareness of
the disease and call attention to the work of
the American Cancer Society. Community col-
leges from around Orange County will host
teams of runners and walkers competing
against each other to raise money for cancer
research. Each team will field from 15 to 20
runners. For 18 hours, one team member will
be on the track at all times, walking, jogging,
or wheelchairing in 30-minute intervals. During
the race an all night vigil entitled ‘‘The Mile of
Hope’’ will take place to honor cancer survi-
vors and those who have lost their battles
against cancer. The Relay for Life is sure to
be an enlightening and consciousness raising
event. It is the only relay event that raises
money for the American Cancer Society in Or-
ange County. I am pleased to call attention to
the event and I wish to commend the Orange
County American Cancer Society for its work
on behalf of our families. I look forward to its
continued efforts in the areas of cancer re-
search, education, advocacy, and service.
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