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are being made in other diseases every day,
we cannot let another generation of children
slip away.

I have recently met with the parents and
professionals of a group called CURE AU-
TISM NOW, and they have let me know that
there is hope for people with autism. The top
neurologists and geneticists in the country say
that autism will yield to medical research,
there will be prevention, treatments, and
maybe even a cure. It is only a question of
time, energy, money, and will.

Sick children are at a special disadvantage
in this world. They cannot raise money for re-
search, they do not vote, they have no political
access. Their voices are small and soft. This
is even more so for autistic children, many of
whom have no voice at all and whose parents
are distracted and depleted by the challenges
of caring for them, fighting for insurance cov-
erage, fighting the State for services, and
fighting exhaustion, disillusionment and de-
spair. It is, therefore, no surprise that pediatric
illnesses are funded at a level far below dis-
eases that affect adults.

Recently, the parents of autistic children
have visited me and many other Members and
their staffs to inform us about autism and the
deficiency in current spending. We hope that
Congress will support strong report language
encouraging the NIH to redouble its efforts in
the fight against autism. In particular, I encour-
age my colleagues to support Centers of Ex-
cellence for Autism modeled after the very
successful center program for Alzheimers.

I know that every disease is worthy and
every parent’s pain is deep. Human suffering
is not a competitive sport to be ranked or
rated. But in autism we have been so behind
for so long, and there is so much progress to
be made at this critical moment. I ask all of
my colleagues to give us a helping hand, and
find a cure for autism.
f
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Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, for the benefit
of my colleagues I would like to have printed
in the RECORD this statement by a high school
student from Harwood Union School in Ver-
mont, who was speaking at my recent town
meeting on issues facing young people.

Ms. SWEET. The instances of young chil-
dren, children under age of 6 living in pov-
erty in the United States has risen dramati-
cally over the last two decades. Child pov-
erty is a problem that encompasses urban,
suburban, and rural areas and affects chil-
dren of all ethnic backgrounds.

Between the years of 1975, 2 years after the
lowest recorded child poverty level, 11.1 per-
cent, the rate increased 39 percent, so that
by 1994, one in four young children lived in
poverty in the United States. Forty-five per-
cent of all children under the age of 6 lived
in poor or nearly poor families.

Because poverty has proved to be more det-
rimental to young children than to any
other age group, because poverty often
means hunger, poor health care, poor edu-
cation, and even because of the economic
problems of a future ill-prepared work force

the issue of child poverty is one that neces-
sitates immediate action.

Why the great rise in child poverty? Over
the past two decades and especially since the
beginning of the 1980’s there has occurred an
increasing gap between the rich and poor in
this country. The average workers wages
have declined since 1970 while the wealthiest
fifth of the population has seen their in-
comes increased. This small distribution of
wealth significantly affects the poverty of
children when 62 percent of all poor children
live with at least one working relative.

Even more important than reforming the
welfare system will be the reform of an econ-
omy that has created the largest gap be-
tween the rich and the poor in any industri-
alized nation. In the past 2 years because of
the increased funding of the welfare system
and other programs, poverty rates have
made a moderate decline. With the new wel-
fare reform bill passed in 1996, loss of funding
may cause another increase in child poverty.
The work requirement of the new welfare bill
will not be affected until backed up with ade-
quate child care and health care programs
and a reform of the economy.

Many welfare recipients also because they
are unable to find work for a living wage and
unable to care for their children while at
work, single parents especially need to be
provided with access to affordable and ade-
quate child care and health services if they
are to work outside of the home.

Children are the future leaders, the future
work force, the future citizens of the United
States of which one in four even today is liv-
ing in poverty or near poverty or without
many of the opportunities needed to live suc-
cessfully as citizens of the United States.

Congressman SANDERS, I thank you for
your time and urge you to consider the chil-
dren of the Nation as much as possible in the
future.

Poverty gives young children, especially
young mothers, pregnant mothers, children
can end up with low-birth weight and are
more—after they are born—are more suscep-
tible to disease and malnutrition and other
health problems and are also more unable to
get a good education as children of welfare.

It generally impacts the future of a child
who grows up poor who has considerably less
access to a good education, is less motivated
in school and doesn’t really see a way out of
poverty.

Considering that welfare only takes up 2
percent of the Federal budget I think that
more funding could be put into helping peo-
ple who have children who are unable to
make a decent wage, to help the children get
a better education and get decent health
care.

Most people that are receiving welfare are
unable to make a decent wage and even if
they are unable to pay for education that
would provide them with a better job.

The percentage that I found was that only
2 percent of the population is receiving Fed-
eral aid and is entirely unemployed, so 62
percent of all families with four children are
working, have at least one relative that is
working, so I think that we need to provide
people with better jobs, with better pay.

With the new computer technology there
are a lot of jobs predicted but I do not think
most people who are poor are properly edu-
cated to go in those sorts of fields.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is truly my
pleasure to rise today to congratulate Mr.
Adam James on winning the 1997 Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States and its La-
dies Auxiliary Voice of Democracy broadcast
script writing contest for Indiana. A resident of
Hobart, IN, Adam is one of 54 high school stu-
dents Nation wide to win a college scholarship
for his script on the topic, ‘‘Democracy—
Above and Beyond.’’

The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States and its Ladies Auxiliary is now in its
50th year of sponsorship for the Voice of De-
mocracy audio-essay scholarship competition.
The program requires high school student en-
trants to write and record a 3- to 5-minute
essay on an announced patriotic theme. Adam
James was sponsored by VFW Post 5365 and
its Ladies Auxiliary in Hobart, IN. He was
named the recipient of the $1,000 Department
of Arizona and Auxiliary Harry A. Kosht Me-
morial Scholarship Award earlier this year. A
junior at Hobart High School, Adam aspires to
pursue a career in law.

Adam’s winning broadcast script reads as
follows:

Living in the United States, the one thing
that I cherish is democracy. Waking every
morning and not donning this cloak of free-
dom is a notion I cannot fathom. Many
Americans, myself included, often take our
freedom for granted. We treat it as a right
instead of the privilege that it is. Fortu-
nately for us, in our democratic society,
freedom is a right.

I wish that I could praise my ancestors for
providing me with freedom, but I cannot. I
am not related to any of the soldiers who
fought or played a part in the American Rev-
olution. My father’s family were immigrants
who came here in the 1800s. My mother’s side
of the family came to the states after World
War II.

Although they did not fight for America’s
freedom, my grandparents on my mother’s
side are subjects of a story that truly dem-
onstrates what democracy is. My grand-
father Nikola was a leader of a European un-
derground movement against the Communist
government. He used to tell stories about
having to carry a semi-automatic pistol with
his whenever he took my grandmother on a
date. In fact, on the day he died, three years
ago, he was still wanted dead or alive in the
former Yugoslavia. In the 1940s, my grand-
father was fighting against his government
when Adolf Hitler invaded Eastern Europe.
Being a high-ranking soldier, my grand-
father knew that Hitler would imprison him,
so he and my grandmother packed up their
few possessions and escaped. They made it
back on foot to middle Italy, where they
were captured by German soldiers and placed
in a work camp. Held as prisoners there,
they slaved until the United Nations freed
Europe from the grasp of the demoniacal
Hitler. After the war, my grandparents were
put in a detention camp, where my mother
was born. Later, they moved to America, set-
tled in the Midwest, and my grandfather be-
came a steelworker. Here they bought a
home and raised five children.

This is what makes democracy what it is.
In their former country, my grandparents
had to hide to prevent being killed and would
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have been lucky to live to the age of thirty.
In America, they had a choice of how they
wanted to live their life, and how they
wished to raise a family. Few countries of
this world would allow this to happen. Many
countries claim to be democratic but impose
laws similar to those of a third world dicta-
torship. If these and all other countries had
a government like the one in the United
States, the world would not carry the burden
of wars, both civil and global. These disputes
claim thousands of lives and ruin the fami-
lies of those who die. Besides wars, millions
of people die each year from starvation be-
cause of dictators withholding food from the
poor citizens. If these people lived in the
United States, they would still be alive
today.

A democracy has many benefits for its citi-
zens. Those who live in a democratic system
are allowed to make choices that those in a
communist or socialist society are not al-
lowed to make. We are allowed to choose
what career to pursue, and the amount of
education we need in order to train for this
career. Communist societies choose careers
for their people at an early age and force
them to endure the government’s choice.
Even if the people are successful with this
venture, they cannot keep all profits made.
These governments take all money earned by
their subjects, then dole out an equal
amount to each of them.

Although this provides a proverbial safety
net for people, this monotonous equality
cannot make for an enjoyable life. Under the
quilt of democracy, people are allowed to
choose their livelihood. People are allowed
to strive to be better and not worry about
giving extra earnings to the government.
Democratic societies are fertile fields of
hopes and aspirations.

Democracy is a way of life that all people
should respect, although some people do not.
I often become angry when I see images of
people burning American flags or building
militias against our government. I cannot
comprehend how anyone could disagree with
the concept of democracy. Then I have to
stop and think of why this angers me. These
people are just expressing themselves as our
democracy allows them to do. This ability to
express ourselves freely is what makes de-
mocracy so great. Burning the symbol of
freedom that thousands of men have given
their lives for is ignorant and wholly dis-
respectful, but these people are entitled to
their opinion in a country such as America.
The human mind has no boundaries in de-
mocracy. People can choose to do what they
please, even if it is disrespecting the very
idea that allows them to be free. This is
what first attracted my grandfather to this
great country. I am proud to live in a coun-
try where democracy is the type of govern-
ment practiced.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once again ex-
tend my most heartfelt congratulations to
Mr. Adam James on his receipt of the Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars and its Ladies Auxiliary
‘‘Voice of Democracy’’ national scholarship.
His parents, Doug and Zagorka James, can
be proud of their son for the tenacity he has
displayed in achieving this most noteworthy
accomplishment. This young man has a
promising future ahead of him, which will
undoubtedly include improving the quality
of life in Indiana’s First Congressional Dis-
trict.
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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr. Speaker,

I rise today to honor Ellsworth G. Stanton III.
Tonight, the James N. Jarvie Commonweal
Service will be celebrating his ministry in New
York City.

Mr. Stanton, an Illinois native who is cur-
rently living in New York, has dedicated his life
to serving others. As a ruling elder in the
Presbyterian Church, he is the executive di-
rector of the James N. Jarvie Commonweal
Service, an endowment administered by the
church to provide services and financial assist-
ance to elderly people in the New York area.
Before joining the Commonweal Service, Mr.
Stanton served the National Council of
Churches of Christ, UNICEF and CARE, Inc.

Mr. Stanton’s contributions to the community
touch a wide variety of people. Among his
many affiliations, he is a trustee of the New
York Theological Seminary, the director of the
New York City Mission Society, president of
the John Milton Society for the Blind, president
of the Brookwood Child Care Agency, presi-
dent of the Third Street Music School Settle-
ment and a delegate to the White House Con-
ference on Aging.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join
with me in saluting Ellsworth G. Stanton III. He
has made innumerable contribuitions to many
people in need in the New York metropolitan
area. It is with gratitude that we honor him.
f
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I invite my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Ambas-
sador Ronald S. Lauder who is being honored
June 8, 1997, at the annual dinner of the
Emanuel Foundation for Hungarian Culture.
Each year the Emanuel Foundation honors
outstanding individuals whose service to the
community and whose dedication to teaching
current and future generations the history and
lessons of the Holocaust deserve the highest
recognition. Ambassador Lauder’s unparal-
leled efforts toward these worthy goals merit
our praise. I am delighted that the Emanuel
Foundation has chosen to honor him this year.

Ambassador Lauder demonstrates his active
support for culture and education in the United
States through his leadership positions in
some the our most distinguished institutions.
He was elected chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Museum of Modern Art in New
York, serves as a trustee for the New York
Landmarks Conservancy and the World Monu-
ments Fund, and is a member of the Board of
Governors of the Joseph H. Lauder Institute of
Management and International Studies at the
University of Pennsylvania and the Visiting
Committee of the Wharton School.

Ambassador Lauder’s commitment to ad-
vancing our Nation’s democratic and free mar-
ket principles is underscored by his activities
to assist in the economic, social, and political
transformation of Central and Eastern Europe.
A leading proponent of private enterprise in
that region and in the former Soviet states, he
is chairman of the Central European Develop-
ment Corp. chairman and primary stockholder
of Central Media Enterprises, Ltd., and has
formed RSL Communications, Inc., a company
involved exclusively in telecommunications in-
vestments. He has been involved in such
projects as the privatization of Hungary’s old-
est bank, the development of the American
Business Center at Checkpoint Charlie, and
the opening of NOVA TV in Prague, which is
the first privately owned television station in a
former Communist country. Through his active
involvement the economies of the former So-
viet bloc and his efforts to build free and pri-
vate media resources in those societies, Am-
bassador Lauder is making a tremendous con-
tributions to the future prosperity and freedom
of millions of people in Central and Eastern
Europe.

Ambassador Lauder is being honored also
for his passionate commitment to protecting
and teaching Jewish culture and history, and
preserving the Jewish legacy to the world. He
serves as president of the Ronald S. Lauder
Foundation which he founded in 1987 in re-
sponse to the need to revitalize Jewish life
across Central and East Europe where it has
been devastated by the Holocaust. The foun-
dation supports Jewish schools camps and
community centers stretching across Eastern
Europe from Austria to Ukraine.

Ambassador Lauder has further dem-
onstrated his commitment to Jewish education
and cultural prosperity by this leadership ac-
tivities in some of the most important Jewish
organizations and institutions in American and
around the world. He is chairman of the Inter-
national Public Committee of the World Jewish
Restitution Organization and treasurer of the
World Jewish Congress. He serves as Presi-
dent of the Jewish National Fund, chairman of
the Jewish Heritage Council, director of the
International Board of Governors of the Inter-
national Society of Yad Vashem, member of
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, member
of the Board of Directors of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the American Jewish Joint Distribu-
tion Committee, member of the Board of
Trustees of the Anti-Defamation League Foun-
dation, member of the Board of Trustees of
the Abraham Fund, chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Sakharov Archives at Brandeis
University, and member of the International
Board of Governors of the Tel Aviv Museum.

Mr. Speaker, Ambassador Ronald Lauder is
a man of outstanding commitment and accom-
plishment in the noblest of pursuits. His con-
tributions to culture, education, and the
spreading of democratic and free market prin-
ciples is truly awe inspiring. Through his vast
commitments to preserving and nurturing Jew-
ish communal life both in the United States
and in Eastern Europe, Ambassador lauder
has made a tremendous and enduring con-
tribution to the education of future generations
about the Holocaust. I applaud the Emanuel
Foundation for choosing to honor this remark-
able American citizen and I invite my col-
leagues to join me in applauding Ambassador
Lauder’s continuing mission.
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