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country for showing exceptional dedication to
providing a top notch education to its students
and preparing them for the next century. Linda
Vista was the only school in the 41st District
to receive this highly sought-after award. Blue
Ribbon schools must show strong leadership,
a clear vision, and sense of mission that is
shared by all connected with the school, high
quality teaching, a challenging up-to-date cur-
riculum, policies, and practices that ensure a
safe environment conducive to learning, a
solid commitment to parental involvement and
evidence that the school helps all students
achieve high standards.

Linda Vista School was selected through a
highly competitive process in which state edu-
cation departments, the Department of De-
fense dependent schools, the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, and the Council for American Private
Education nominate schools which best meet
the superior standards of the award. The se-
lected schools are then visited and reviewed
by a panel of 100 outstanding members of the
education community. This panel then makes
final recommendations to the U.S. Secretary
of Education.

Linda Vista will be honored next fall at a na-
tional ceremony in Washington DC where the
school will be given a plaque and a special
flag to fly.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in commending Linda Vista School for its dedi-
cation to preparing its students for the chal-
lenges they will face growing up in and around
Orange County. Behind this Blue Ribbon
school is a dedicated group of faculty, stu-
dents, and staff whose commitment to edu-
cation is an example for schools around the
country to follow.
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SERVES PRAISE FOR SUCCESS
DURING HIS FIRST YEAR

HON. WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON
OF LOUISIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 22, 1997

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to note that Monday, May 20, 1997, marked
the first anniversary of the administration of
President Lee Teng-hui and Vice President
Lien Chen of Taiwan.

A few weeks ago, several Members of Con-
gress and I stopped briefly, too briefly, in Tai-
pei on our return to the United States from a
congressional trade development trip to Asia
and the Pacific rim.

During our stopover, we had the opportunity
to visit with President Lee and Vice President
Lien. President Lee impressed me, and I be-
lieve other members of the delegation, with his
commitment to instituting full democracy in
Taiwan. I was equally impressed by President
Lee’s commitment to provide a higher stand-
ard of living in Taiwan and to improve rela-
tions with both the United States and China.

The first-year record of President Lee and
Vice President Chen offers promise for future
progress. Taiwan has maintained a steady
economic growth with a per capita income of
$13,000—U.S.—that is equivalent of many
Western European countries. Taiwan has ex-
panded relations with several countries and
has sought a continuing dialog with the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China about eventual unifica-

tion with a more democratic and open govern-
ment in China.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, President Lee de-
serves congratulations on the many accom-
plishments during his first year in office and
best wishes for continued success and
progress. I hope that I will be able to visit Tai-
wan again and to stay longer than just a few
hours.
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Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I come before this
body today in honor of Arthritis Awareness
Month. This month is set aside to increase the
public’s knowledge about arthritis, and the
many related diseases which affect the joints,
bones, muscles, skin, and other connective
tissues.

Arthritis and its related diseases are among
the most common causes of chronic pain, dis-
ability, and disfigurement in Americans today.
These diseases occur at all ages, impair the
quality of life, and many require medical care
and attention over long periods of time.

Health experts estimate that by the year
2020, when the Baby Boom generation ap-
proaches the prime years for the onset of
chronic illnesses, 60 million Americans will
have arthritis, a 50 percent increase over to-
day’s estimate.

Currently, the combined cost to society of
medical care and lost wages for arthritis and
related diseases is estimated to be at least
$143 billion a year.

Arthritis is the No. 1 cause of disability in
America. It can limit everyday activities, such
as dressing, climbing stairs, and getting in and
out of bed, for approximately 7 million Ameri-
cans. This figure is expected to increase to 12
million by the year 2020.

Though these figures are astounding, they
do not truly make an impact until arthritis
touches your family. That is what has hap-
pened to me. In early 1990, my wife of 31
years, Joe Anne, was experiencing pain in her
hands.

After repeated visits to our family doctor, we
discovered she has arthritis in her hands. My
wife is a very active, determined, and ener-
getic woman. For example, when she was
pregnant with our daughter Ashley, Joe Anne
delivered calves on her father’s farm. For
years she was a high school teacher in our
hometown. Now she devotes her time and en-
ergy to the horses she has bred and trained
for years.

Though she has not allowed her arthritis to
stop her activities, she is in constant pain and
has difficulty doing some things that many of
us take for granted.

Joe Anne and I are fortunate enough to re-
side in the great State of North Carolina. Our
State’s many opportunities have attracted
some of the best and brightest minds in the
medical field. In fact, there is a research cen-
ter in my home State that is one of the leaders
in the fight against arthritis.

The Thurston Arthritis Research Center at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
has joined the National Institute of Arthritis,
the Centers for Disease Control, and the Ar-

thritis Foundation to bring together a superior
medical research team. They have dedicated
their facilities to achieve their mission: to
eradicate arthritis and ease the suffering of ar-
thritis victims.

The work these facilities have already done
speaks to their skill and determination. Their
recent breakthroughs are bringing us closer to
preventing—and curing—some of the most
crippling and costly diseases that affect our
Nation.

For example, researchers believe that treat-
ments involving adequate calcium and nutri-
ents, coupled with an exercise program, may
provide the most practical approach to the
prevention of osteoporosis.

There is also an exciting new avenue of re-
search which indicates that lupus may involve
abnormalities in the body’s ability to eliminate
unnecessary, damaged, or potentially harmful
cells. This process is known as programmed
cell death. A better understanding of pro-
grammed cell death may lead to new treat-
ments for arthritis.

In addition, the studies currently being con-
ducted which examine the causes of cartilage
breakdown, and ways to stimulate growth of
cartilage, will lead to new treatments in osteo-
arthritis.

I support the ongoing search for a cure to
arthritis. As we work on the fiscal year 1998
budget, I urge my colleagues in the House to
consider the thousands of people, present and
future, who suffer from arthritis and related
disorders.

The Thurston Arthritis Research Center and
organizations like it are very close to a break-
through in their research. Please join me in
lending these researchers all the support you
can. Your health, or the health of someone
you love, could depend on it.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I would

like to congratulate Mr. Bruce Seymore as he
retires after thirty-one years of service with the
city of Port Huron as the director of finance.
His colleagues will be honoring him with a din-
ner on June 27, 1997.

Mr. Seymore began his career with the city
of Port Huron in 1966 as director of finance.
Under his leadership and guidance, for twenty-
one years, the department received the Certifi-
cate for Excellence in Financial Reporting by
the Government Finance Officers Association
of the United States and Canada. The depart-
ment has received this distinction longer than
any other unit of government in Michigan.

Along side his success with the city of Port
Huron, Mr. Seymore has been an incredible
asset to his community. Throughout the years,
Mr. Seymore has served on the Michigan Wa-
terways Council of Girl Scouts Board and as
president of Goodwill Industries. His compas-
sion and devotion to those in need prompted
the board of directors at Goodwill to give Mr.
Seymore the Scotty Hanton Award in 1979.
The Scotty Hanton Award is granted yearly to
a person who personifies the essence of
Goodwill. The nominees are picked based on
their time of service, time investment, personal
contributions, and spirit.
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I would like to congratulate Bruce Seymore

as he retires and wish him and his family all
the best.
f
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, this Monday is
Memorial Day. Members of Congress will be
home in joining with our constituents at many
important ceremonies honoring the memory of
those who sacrificed their life in the service of
our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, one of our new Members,
WALTER CAPPS, of California, will be giving the
keynote address as a major Memorial Day
gathering in Los Osos, CA. Congressman
CAPPS is a true friend of those currently serv-
ing in the military and a staunch advocate on
behalf of our veterans and their families.

Representative CAPPS has shared his
planned remarks with me. I am pleased to
submit a copy of Representative CAPPS’ re-
marks into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD mov-
ing speech and I urge my colleagues to read
and reflect on his remarks.

IN OUR HEARTS

(By Walter Capps)
Corporal Haley, Father Kozanecki, Master

Sergeant Martin, Supervisor Laurent, Rev-
erend Ford, esteemed Veterans, ladies, and
gentlemen.

It is a humbling and awesome task to
stand before 1,000 people this morning in this
breathtaking location to help observe Memo-
rial Day.

Today, all over this great nation, Ameri-
cans from every walk of life are taking time
to honor the memory and reflect on the sac-
rifices of those who gave their lives so that
we can live our lives in peace and freedom.
Today more than any day, they are in our
hearts.

And just as importantly, we pay tribute to
those—like the hundreds in this gathering
today—who served in our military forces.
You may not have given your lives, but you
certainly gave of your bodies and souls in de-
fense of your country and the cherished prin-
ciples which make our nation so great. You
too are in our hearts.

From the first shot fired of the Revolution-
ary War to the scud missile casualties in the
Persian Gulf, nearly 1.2 million Americans
have been killed at war.

This statistic is staggering. Simply utter-
ing it and moving on threatens to obscure
the individuality of each fallen man or
woman, and to dim the historic lessons of
each American conflict.

The first Memorial Day was observed on
May 30, 1868, three years after the Civil War
set our nation against itself and claimed the
lives of half a million people from the Union
and the Confederacy.

Nearly 130 years later, these deaths must
remind us of the urgency to settle our own
differences under the rule of law and with
the decency of a civil society. We must never
resort to the internal warfare that has killed
countless people across the globe—from
Zaire to Chechnya—even this year. And the
lesson of the Civil War about the cruelties
and degradation of racial bigotry are sadly
those that still have not been fully realized
by our society.

Many of you fought in World War II. In
fact, some have made their home in this

beautiful county because you trained here
before shipping out overseas.

To you, and your 400,000 comrades in arms
who perished in Europe and in the Pacific,
the world will forever owe a priceless debt of
gratitude for vanquishing tyrants who com-
mitted unspeakable crimes against innocent
people and who threatened the very exist-
ence of civilized life on earth. The lessons of
World War II, of course, are that we can
never tolerate the unchecked genocidal pas-
sions of ruthless dictators and expansionist
military campaigns which threaten fellow
democracies and even our own shores.

I see many Vietnam vets here today. I have
known and worked with some of you since I
first came to California 32 years ago and
began teaching a university course on the
Vietnam War.

The lessons of the Vietnam war are pro-
found. From this war, we learned that we
must never blame the war on the warriors.
The sad fact that more Vietnam vets have
killed themselves than died on the battle-
field teaches us that when we send soldiers
to war, we must, as a nation, support them
when they return.

And from the Vietnam war, we must re-
solve only to send U.S. troops into harm’s
way when critical American strategic or
moral interests demand our engagement, and
never make this decision out of a sense of
ideological zealotry.

Those who join us today who served in
World War I, Korea, the Gulf War, and other
conflicts and peacekeeping missions have, of
course, made their own special contributions
in defense of American security and values.

My friends, I have participated in Memo-
rial Day exercises for many years, but this is
the first year that I have been honored to do
so as your Congressman.

It is an unparalleled honor and high privi-
lege to represent our communities and its
people in our nation’s capital. And as your
Representative, I have new challenges and
responsibilities.

As a Congressman, I have no higher duty
than to preserve the security of our nation
by ensuring that our military remains the
best trained, best equipped, and most pre-
pared in the world. Yes, even in the age of
budget cuts and downsizing, we can and must
maintain an efficient and cost-effective mili-
tary skilled not only in conventional war-
fare, but at combating the new enemies of
terrorism, drug trafficking and organized
crime.

As a Congressman, and a Member of the
International Relations Committee, I am
doing all I can to rid the world of the most
horrifying weaponry of past and potential
wars. I am active in the efforts to ban anti-
personnel land mines and am pushing for
swift action on the critical chemical weap-
ons treaty.

As a Congressman, I am committed to
maintaining the highest level of Federal ben-
efits for our veterans and their families. In
this effort, I will continue my previous work
as a private citizen, when I helped bring the
first ever Vet Center to Santa Barbara.

I am, for example, cosponsoring legislation
to ensure that veterans receive substantial
health benefits and that they are never
shortchanged on retirement pay. And I am
proud to say that my office has been able to
help a number of veterans secure medals to
which they were entitled but never received.

As a Congressman, I will keep pushing our
government and the governments of Vietnam
and other former adversaries to leave no
stone unturned in our sacred battle to deter-
mine the final status of all the brave com-
batants who are still missing in action.

And as a Congressman, I will honor the
memory of those who died in service of our
nation by trying to preserve the unique

American values for which they fought.
Today is the day when all of us should pledge
to redouble our fight to ensure that the basic
rights we all enjoy—freedom of speech, free-
dom of religion, freedom of the press, and the
freedoms afforded by our democratic politi-
cal system are never, ever, diminished.

My friends, some of you know that I was
born in Omaha, Nebraska. That’s why I’m
particularly proud to quote the inscription
that many of you have read for yourselves at
the Omaha Beach Cemetery in Normandy:

‘‘To these we owe our highest resolve, that
the cause for which they died shall live.’’

Freedom, peace, justice, dignity, and pros-
perity. These are the qualities of life all of us
here on the Central Coast and across Amer-
ica enjoy. We must never take them for
granted. And we must forever remember and
honor those who fought and died for the
cherished causes that will endure for genera-
tions to come.

Today, and every day, they are in our
hearts.
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Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is a great
privilege for me today to rise and pay tribute
to an exemplary American, Maj. Hal Geer,
who is being honored by his peers with the
Military Order of the World Wars for his ex-
traordinary devotion to our country. The order
symbolizes distinguished service within the
Armed Forces and is awarded to one who em-
bodies the highest degree of honor, duty, and
patriotism.

Hal’s life story exemplifies those virtues that
make a true hero. The tenderfoot oath that he
swore when he was 12—‘‘On my Honor I will
do my best to do my duty to God and my
Country,’’—became the creed by which he
lived his life. Just 1 week after the tragedy of
Pearl Harbor, Hal heeded the call of duty to
his country and voluntarily enlisted in the
Army, leaving behind his wife, to fight for de-
mocracy abroad. Hal also passed up officer
candidate school to become a combat photog-
rapher and he actively sought front-line as-
signments.

Gen. George Patton once said, ‘‘Wars may
be fought with weapons, but they are won by
men.’’ We can stand here free today because
of men like Hal Geer who went beyond the
call of duty.

Hal’s courage and valor place him among
the pantheon of true American heroes. He
flew more than 85 air combat missions in
China, risking his own life to show the Amer-
ican people the courage of our troops in ac-
tion. Hal later volunteered to work behind
enemy lines in China where he stood under
constant fire. That heroism has brought Major
Geer countless decorations and commenda-
tions, and has made him World War II’s most
highly decorated combat photographer.

However, Hal showed his devotion not just
in war but also in peace time. In addition to
serving as president of the Congregational
Church of North Hollywood, he has also de-
voted countless hours to teaching religious
education classes. Furthermore, Hal has pro-
duced Memorial Day services to ensure that
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