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In response to the Russian shelling of

Pervomayskoye, Turkish nationalists
sympathetic to the Chechen cause
highjacked a Russia-bound ferry in the
Black Sea. The highjackers threatened
to kill the more than 200 passengers
and blow up the ferry in the Straits of
Bosporus if the Chechens were not al-
lowed to go free. After 3 days at sea,
Turkish negotiators convinced the
highjackers that they had gained the
world’s attention and nothing would be
achieved by carrying out their threats.
The highjackers then released their
hostages and surrendered to Turkish
authorities.

I applaud the Turkish Government
for patiently working to find a peaceful
solution to this crisis.

The United States Government is
committed to promoting democracy in
the New Independent States of the
former Soviet Union and is investing
millions of taxpayer dollars to help the
NIS on the path toward democracy. I
strongly support this goal. But, the
Russian military campaign against the
Chechens, especially during the past
month, demonstrates to the world that
Russia’s transition to democracy and
human rights remains fragile and un-
predictable, and that Russian national-
ism is on the rise.

The war in Chechnya is far from over
and a solution is not likely to be found
in the near future unless both sides are
willing to abide by a cease-fire and ne-
gotiate in good faith. President Yeltsin
should not view the defeat of
Raduyev’s small force as a victory. All
sides lost.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO JERI MELLON

∑ Mr. BRYAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to Geraldine M.
‘‘Jeri’’ Mellon, who passed away on
January 7, 1996 in Henderson, NV.

Jeri’s courage and determination
helped to convict Charles Keating, the
former owner of Lincoln Savings and
Loan, who was responsible for the Na-
tion’s worst savings and loan swindle
in history. The innocent victims of the
savings and loan collapse were mostly
elderly bondholders who lost their life
savings.

Jeri testified about the fraud before
Los Angeles County Court in 1991,
where she represented 23,000 bond-
holders. She moved the courtroom to
applause with her emotional speech
about the swindle. In 1993, Jeri also
testified against Keating in Federal
court, helping to secure his conviction.

Jeri’s efforts to assist the victims of
the S&L scandal went far beyond testi-
fying in court. She helped organize and
lead Lincoln-American Continental
Corp. Bondholders Action Committee,
a support group for the victims.
Through the group, a lawsuit was filed
against Keating and others that re-
sulted in the bondholders’ recovery of
approximately 60 percent of the money
they had lost.

I had the opportunity to meet this
dedicated woman when she came to

Washington, DC to testify before Con-
gress. Jeri recently helped me lead the
fight against a bill in the Senate that
would undermine investors’ rights in
cases of fraudulent investment
schemes. Unfortunately, the legislation
passed.

Before her retirement, Jeri was a reg-
istered nurse and also served in hos-
pital administration. She was ex-
tremely active in her field and was a
member of many health organizations.
I am certain she was as successful and
dedicated to her career as she was to
her later endeavors.

Jeri will be remembered and missed
by her many family and friends who
loved her. She will also never be forgot-
ten by the thousands of individuals she
stood up for in a most difficult time. I
am pleased to recognize Jeri Mellon for
her life of service.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE A. SIMMONS

∑ Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I rise
today to offer a tribute to a real Amer-
ican hero and a dedicated public serv-
ant who recently passed away.

Gunner’s mate first class Wayne A.
Simmons, U.S. Navy retired, died on
December 14 at the age of 72 at a hos-
pital in Birmingham, AL, where he was
undergoing treatment for a vascular
ailment.

Mr. Simmons, who lived in College
Park, MD, was born in Minnesota and
moved to the Washington, DC area as a
child. In 1940, he dropped out of McKin-
ley High School in DC to enlist in the
Canadian Army to serve in World War
II. When it was discovered that he was
underage, he was sent home. On his
17th birthday, with the permission of
his parents, Wayne Simmons enlisted
in the U.S. Navy.

Mr. Simmons was stationed at Pearl
Harbor when the Japanese force at-
tacked the base and ushered the United
States into World War II. He served in
the Pacific during the war, including
service aboard the light cruiser, Reno,
and was recognized for his efforts in
saving the ship from sinking after an
enemy torpedo attack. Following the
war, Mr. Simmons served on several
more ships and stations until he was
medically retired from active duty as a
gunner’s mate first class in 1953.

Following his Naval career, Mr. Sim-
mons settled back in the Washington,
DC area, and earned both a bachelor of
science and master’s degree in account-
ing from Benjamin Franklin University
while working for Gateway Finance in
Mount Rainier. He joined the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in 1968, where he
was a food program specialist until his
retirement in 1982.

Mr. Simmons attended Berwyn Bap-
tist Church in College Park, MD, for 40
years and served as a deacon in his
church. He was a member of the Amer-
ican Legion Post No. 33 in Washington,
DC and the Birmingham Masonic
Lodge in Beltsville, MD.

Mr. Simmons’s family includes his
lovely wife of 46 years, Patricia W.

Simmons of College Park, MD; two
daughters, Patricia S. Bradshaw of Sil-
ver Spring, MD, and Peggy E. Wagner
of Crownsville, MD; two sons, Wayne S.
and Michael L. Simmons, both of
Bowie, MD; and eight grandchildren.

Mr. President, Wayne Simmons’s life
was one of service and devotion—exem-
plary service to the U.S. Navy and this
great Nation of ours and unwavering
devotion and love for his wife, his fam-
ily, and his church. He will be sorely
missed by all who knew and loved
him.∑
f

SMILE WHEN YOU COMPARE US
∑ Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, I suggest
all Senators will be greatly interested
in an article by Robert H. Pines,
‘‘Smile when you compare our coun-
tries,’’ which appeared in the Toronto
Globe and Mail several weeks ago.

While the United States and Canada
share many common interests, includ-
ing the longest undefended border in
the world, they also differ in many
ways. Bob Pines, who served with dis-
tinction as Deputy Assistant Secretary
of State for Canadian Affairs in the
Bush administration, eloquently iden-
tifies some of the differences between
the United States and our neighbor to
the North.

Mr. President, I ask that the text of
this article be printed in the RECORD.
[From the Toronto Globe and Mail, Nov. 30,

1995]
SMILE WHEN YOU COMPARE OUR COUNTRIES

(By Robert H. Pines)
Perhaps the holiday season is a good time

to dissect a cliché.
Earlier this month I attended my fourth

biennial conference of the Association for
Canadian Studies in the United States
(ACSUS). About 40 percent of those in at-
tendance were Canadians. Almost all the rest
were Americans who make their living
teaching about Canada. There were a few
others like myself who have had a long love
affair with your country in non-academic
pursuits.

The Canadian contingent frequently
launched into the familiar self-congratula-
tory litany of differences between the two
countries. Heads wagged in reflexive agree-
ment at mention of superior Canadian civil-
ity (undoubtedly true), the famed United Na-
tions report about Canada being the world’s
best place to live (conceivably true if real
meaning can be assigned to sociological sta-
tistics), and on and on through invidious
comparisons of descending degrees of valid-
ity. Raymond Chrétien, Canada’s ambas-
sador to the U.S., orated that ‘‘we have a low
crime rate and you have a high crime rate.’’

As noted, the American contingent num-
bered few of the Pat Buchanan stripe. One
intrepid soul at a symposium was rewarded
with icy stares when he diffidently mumbled
something about southward emigration
dwarfing that from the U.S. to Canada.

Another politically incorrect type daringly
asked a question approximately along these
lines: If your country is so great and ours so
awful, how come you are on the verge of
breaking up and we are not? (Actually, being
an academic, he put it more politely.)

Therein lies the point of this essay. I sub-
mit to Canadian readers that the American
political system (not necessarily American
people or American society) holds one enor-
mous advantage over that of Canada; that of
decisiveness.
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There is no ‘‘notwithstanding clause’’ in

the U.S. Constitution. When the U.S. Su-
preme Court renders one of its frequent 5–4
decisions, the minority has been known to
grumble; however, stare decisis, the decision
stands, and by and large the country just
goes on to the next problem.

Several Canadian speakers patted them-
selves on the back in reference to the san-
guinary American Civil War. To be sure,
more than 400,000 people died before their
time, and the result nowhere nearly approxi-
mated the end of history.

However the Civil War was as decisive as
history gets: The abomination of human
slavery ended. When I visit my grandchildren
in Florida I do not go to a foreign country.

Well-intentioned monstrosities such as the
Charlottetown accord are virtually unknown
south of the border. One of my Manitoba po-
litical friends characterized it as ‘‘everybody
shouting ‘gimmie gimmie’ ’’ until nothing
was left for the country.

The ability to respond to special-interest
groups with a brusque no is not in the long
run destructive of a country’s civility and
livability. When grievances are genuine, ex-
perience shows that the best compromise de-
rives not from liberal guilt but from self-re-
spect, with a fair offer of ‘‘thus far and no
further.’’

A 19th-century American humorist told
the story of the fellow who was so kind he
amputated his dog’s tail by inches. A cruel
inability to solve problems is the obverse of
mindless kind intent.

The usual disclaimer: This somewhat harsh
analysis does not presume to offer advice to
sovereign Canadians. The only point is that
perhaps there is something to be said for the
United States.∑

f

TRIBUTE TO JOANNA CREECH

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to a dear
friend whose service to Kentucky has
been truly amazing. Joanna Creech,
who was hired during my tenure as Jef-
ferson County judge/executive 18 years
ago, retired December 31 as a tran-
scriber for Jefferson Fiscal Court.

Joanna’s service to the fiscal court
has been extraordinary. Although Jo-
anna has been blind since the age of 15,
she recorded nearly 500 sessions of
court as her companion dog Fitz rested
faithfully by her side.

Born in Leslie County, Joanna was
educated at the Kentucky School for
the Blind, where she met her first hus-
band. Married twice and widowed
twice, Joanna has three wonderful chil-
dren. For years, she operated a musical
instrument store in Louisville with her
first husband, Robert Johnson. After he
passed away in 1977, Joanna was hired
at the Jefferson Fiscal Court under a
Federal job program.

Known as a diligent and friendly per-
fectionist, Joanna has lamented in re-
cent years that fiscal court meetings
have grown ‘‘mundane.’’ In a recent ar-
ticle in the Louisville Courier-Journal,
she said, ‘‘It was so much more fun
where they were at each other’s
throats.’’

In that article, the fiscal court clerk,
Mary Bolton, said of Joanna, ‘‘She sees
more with her ears than most people
see with their eyes. Her perceptions are
always on target.’’

After retirement, Joanna plans to
spend more time with her family and
volunteer as an instructor to the blind.
An accomplished cook, she also plans
to teach homemaking as well as Braille
skills to blind students.

Mr. President, I would ask my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to
an outstanding Kentuckian and dear
friend, Joanna Creech. I wish her well
in all her future endeavors. ∑

f

ROGER ARPAN

∑ Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, it is not
often these days that we hear good
news. It is not often that we hear about
people who some consider heroes. And
when we do hear about heroes, they are
usually sports figures who make mil-
lions or actors who have access to
media attention.

But I recently heard about a Mon-
tanan that is neither an athlete, an
actor, or any national figure. He has
not saved lives or discovered a new
drug. In fact, I would venture to bet
that most people inside this beltway
have never heard of him. And yet, he is
a hero just the same.

His name is Roger Arpan, he is 39
years old and he lives in Alzada, MT.
And recently he made such an impact
on the life of a man in Alaska, that I
received a letter commending him.

I would like to read a portion of this
letter, because it spells out so clearly
why Roger is worthy of our attention:

I met Roger by accident when my nephew
and I were in the area in mid-October for an
antelope hunt. We were on Highway 212 just
north of Alzada when we spotted a nice herd
of animals well off the road in a very large
pasture. We knew it was private property
and went to find the owner to ask permission
to hunt.

After a bit of searching, we found a road
that led to the ranch house. A man promptly
came out of the house; his arms flaying in
the air, his head was bobbing around and he
was walking with an irregular gait. Soon he
addressed us in a halting fashion. We asked
if we could get permission to hunt, and he
said, ‘‘Yes, but watch out for livestock, and
if you are not successful, come back and I’ll
help you get some.’’ He also said he would be
working in a distant back field collecting
rolls of hay and stacking them in the field.

We returned to the pasture and after lay-
ing some careful stalking strategy, we col-
lected a fine buck antelope with 151⁄2 inch
horns. As a matter of courtesy, we returned
to the ranch house to let the owners know of
our success. This time Roger was out in the
big hay field, but he drove across to meet us
at the gate. There he was operating a large
farm truck and trailer hauling hay and driv-
ing a tractor with a stacker, putting up the
hay for winter feed all by himself. His body
motions may have seemed erratic to me, but
Roger was in complete control of himself and
the equipment. I have farmed nearly all my
life and understand the requirement for dex-
terity and alertness when operating heavy
farm machinery. I could not restrain myself
and had to express my admiration for Roger
for his courage and determination in carry-
ing out these farming activities despite obvi-
ous and severe physical limitations.

It was then that I learned that Roger
Arpan was born with cerebral palsy and has
suffered the ravages of this disease all his

life. His parents determined early on that if
Roger was to have any kind of life, he had to
learn to take care of himself.

Roger suffers every day, now somewhat
less than in past years due to a new treat-
ment, but the disease is chronic and will be
with him all his life unless a cure is discov-
ered. He carries on with courage and deter-
mination, motivated by the love and support
of his family. He is disabled in his physical
body but his mind is alert and he is out there
working and making a contribution to his
family and to society. Many people suffering
disabilities far less acute than Roger’s fall
into despair and become burdens on society,
but not this man.

Mr. President, I join with Wilson
Gay, this man from Alaska, in saluting
Roger Arpan. Though I would like to
believe Roger is a typical Montanan, I
know that he stands out. His strength,
his courage, his determination, his
strong character, and yes, even his suc-
cess, make Roger a hero. Keep up the
good work, Roger. I tip my hat to you.
f

INTRALATA TOLL DIALING
PARITY

∑ Mr. BREAUX. Mr. President, when
the Senate debated S. 652, Senator
LEAHY from Vermont and I proposed an
important provision concerning the ob-
ligation of the Bell Operating Compa-
nies to provide dialing parity for
intraLATA toll calls. That provision,
which was accepted by the Senate, bal-
anced the needs of competitors to have
access to 1+dialing capabilities for
intraLATA toll calls and the Bell Com-
panies’ need to have the opportunity to
compete fairly for all long distance
traffic.

As Senator LEAHY has already indi-
cated, the conferees adopted that re-
quirement. The Bell Operating Compa-
nies’ obligations for providing dialing
parity for intraLATA toll calls are con-
tained in section 271(e)(2). It is impor-
tant to recognize that the provisions in
section 251(c)(3) do not impose any ad-
ditional obligation to provide
intraLATA toll dialing parity on the
Bell Operating Companies. Section
251(c)(3) applies to BOCs only after
they have been authorized to provide
interLATA authority in a State.∑
f

AGRICULTURAL MARKET
TRANSITION ACT OF 1996

The Senate continued with the con-
sideration of the bill.

Mr. DOLE. Madam President, as I un-
derstand it, there will be an amend-
ment offered tonight by the Senators
from Minnesota, Senator WELLSTONE
and Senator Grams, with reference to
the dairy compact provision—that will
be the first amendment debated tomor-
row—and then at approximately, what,
11 o’clock we have a series of votes to
see where we are in the process.

Mr. DASCHLE. Was it the leader’s in-
tention to come in at 7:30 in the morn-
ing?

Mr. DOLE. Yes, 7:30 in the morning.
We are looking for a presider.

Mr. DASCHLE. Just stay here a cou-
ple hours.
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