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EC-3471. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in
Simon v. Commissioner,” received on July
15, 1996; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3472. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in
Tele-Communications, Inc. v. Commis-
sioner,” received on July 15, 1996; to the
Committee on Finance.

EC-3473. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in Es-
tate of Clack v. Commissioner,’”” received on
July 15, 1996; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3474. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in
Lauckner v. United States,” received on
July 15, 1996; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3475. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in
Murphy v. Commissioner,” received on July
15, 1996; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3476. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Action on Decision in
Fisher v. Commissioner,” received on July
15, 1996; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-3477. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report regarding
the rule entitled ‘‘Revenue Ruling 96-36,” re-
ceived on July 3, 1996; to the Committee on
Finance.

EC-3478. A communication from the Chief
of the Regulations Branch, Customs Service,
Department of the Treasury, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Rules of Origin for Textile and Apparel
Products,” received on July 17, 1996; to the
Committee on Finance.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MACK, from the Committee on Ap-
propriations, with amendments:

H.R. 3754. A bill making appropriations for
the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 1997, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 104-323).

By Mr. PRESSLER, from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
without amendment:

S. 1831. A bill to amend title 49. United
States Code, to authorize appropriations for
fiscal years 1997, 1998, and 1999 for the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 104-324).

By Mr. HATFIELD, from the Committee
on Appropriations, with amendments:

H.R. 3675. A bill making appropriations for
the Department of Transportation and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1997, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 104-325).

By Mrs. KASSEBAUM, from the Com-
mittee on Labor and Human Resources, with
an amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 969. A bill to require that health plans
provide coverage for a minimum hospital
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stay for a mother and child following the
birth of the child, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 104-326).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself, Mr.
CRAIG, Mr. KEMPTHORNE, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, and Mr. COCHRAN):

S. 1975. A bill to amend the Competitive,
Special, and Facilities Research Grant Act
to provide increased emphasis on competi-
tive grants to promote agricultural research
projects regarding precision agriculture and
to provide for the dissemination of the re-
sults of the research projects, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. D’AMATO:

S. 1976. A bill to authorize the President to
enter into a trade agreement concerning
Northern Ireland and certain Border Coun-
ties of the Republic of Ireland, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. GRAHAM:

S. 1977. A bill to designate a United States
courthouse located in Tampa, Florida, as the
“Sam M. Gibbons United States Court-
house’’, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself,

Mr. CRAIG, Mr. KEMPTHORNE,
Mr. GRASSLEY, and Mr. COCH-
RAN):

S. 1975. A bill to amend the Competi-
tive, Special, and Facilities Research
Grant Act to provide increased empha-
sis on competitive grants to promote
agricultural research projects regard-
ing precision agriculture and to pro-
vide for the dissemination of the re-
sults of the research projects, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
THE PRECISION AGRICULTURE RESEARCH, EDU-

CATION, AND INFORMATION DISSEMINATION

ACT OF 1996
e Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President,
today several colleagues and I are in-
troducing the Precision Agriculture
Research, Education, and Information
Dissemination Act of 1996.

This legislation emphasizes research
on precision agriculture technologies.
These technologies are very existing
and will enable the United States to
maintain and augment our competitive
edge in global agricultural markets.
The legislation amends the Competi-
tive, Special and Facilities Research
Grant Act of 19656 by modifying the Na-
tional Research Initiative [NRI] to give
the Secretary of Agriculture authority
to provide research, extension, and
education competitive grants and pro-
grams that emphasize precision agri-
culture technologies and management
practices.

This legislation represents a com-
promise between various interests. The
bill is supported by the Fertilizer Insti-
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tute, National Center for Resources In-
novations, Experiment Station and Ex-
tension Service Directors, Lockheed
Martin, and a consortium of other high
tech companies.

An identical bill H.R. 3795 was intro-
duced by Congressman LEWIS and Con-
gressman CRAPO on July 11, 1996.

Precision agriculture technologies
are rapidly advancing, and it is crucial
that the agricultural community in-
vest in this field of research so that all
farmers will be able to benefit. This
bill will not only increase the invest-
ment in precision agriculture, but it
will also emphasize an educational
process that will assist all farmers in
adopting precision agriculture tech-
nologies and applications.

Emerging technologies in production
agriculture are changing and improv-
ing the way farmers produce food and
fiber in this country. New technologies
such as global positioning satellites
field mapping, georeference informa-
tion systems, grid soil sampling, vari-
able rate seeding and input applica-
tions, portable electronic pest scout-
ing, on-the-go yield monitoring, and
computerized field history and record
keeping are just a few of the next gen-
eration technological tools in use
today.

These technologies allow the agri-
culture producer to adjust hundreds of
variables in the farm field, form soil
pH to nutrient levels to crop yield, on
a 2 foot by 2 foot grid that were pre-
viously far too costly to calculate for
each field. Today, these technologies
can map these variables and data in-
stantaneously as an applicator or com-
bine drives across the field. In short,
each farm field using precision tech-
nology becomes a research pilot. And
in the down months or winter season a
farmer can collect the data from the
previous growing season and adjust
dozens of important agronomic vari-
ables to maximize the efficient use of
all the farmers inputs: time, fuel, com-
mercial inputs, seed rate, irrigation—
the list goes on and on.

These precision farming tools are al-
ready proving to help farmers increase
field productivity, improve input effi-
ciency, protect the environment, maxi-
mize farm profitability and create
computerized field histories that may
help increase land values. Collectively,
these and other emerging technologies
are being used in a holistic, site-spe-
cific systems approach called precision
agriculture. Progressive and produc-
tion minded farmers are already using
these technologies. In a decade, they
may be as commonplace on the farm as
air-conditioned tractor cabs and power
steering.

Precision farming seems to offer
great promise for improving production
performance. Inherently, it just sounds
very appealing to be able to evaluate
production conditions on an individual
square foot, yard, or acre basis rather
than that of a whole field. It would
seem that we should be able to treat
any situation more appropriately the
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smaller the plot we are considering.
There have been great strides in meas-
uring things on the basis of smaller
and smaller units on the ground than
we have ever realistically envisioned in
the past. Measuring yields as we har-
vest. Being able to collect soil samples
on a very small pilot basis and apply
prescribed corrective measures ‘‘on the
g0.” All of these things are possible.
They are being done on an experi-
mental basis in many locations. Some
producers have adopted the new tech-
nology and are using it.

Precision farming is, in its simplest
sense, a management system for crop
production that uses site-specific data
to maximize yields and more effi-
ciently use inputs. The technology is
quickly gaining acceptance and use by
producers, farm suppliers, crop consult-
ants, and custom applicators.

Precision farming links the data-
management abilities of computers
with sophisticated farm equipment
that can vary applications rates and
monitor yields throughout a field.

Mr. President, the capabilities of pre-
cision agriculture technologies are rap-
idly increasing. The economic and en-
vironmental benefits of these tech-
nologies have not been fully realized.
Increasing the use of these tech-
nologies and development of com-
plementary new technologies will ben-
efit American agriculture, the U.S.
economy, and both domestic and global
environmental concerns. In Kentucky,
this type of research can help pro-
ducers increase their yield while pro-
tecting environmental concerns such
as water quality.e

By Mr. D’AMATO:

S. 1976. A bill to authorize the Presi-
dent to enter into a trade agreement
concerning Northern Ireland and cer-
tain border counties of the Republic of
Ireland, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

THE NORTHERN IRELAND FREE TRADE,
DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY ACT
e Mr. DDAMATO. Mr. President, I in-
troduce the Northern Ireland Free
Trade, Development and Security Act.

The resurgence of sectarian unrest
that we have witnessed in the last
weeks in Northern Ireland has seri-
ously jeopardized the chances of a last-
ing peace in that province. The current
uncertainty brought about by the re-
cent confrontation between the Catho-
lic and Protestant communities does
not augur well for the prospect of a
prosperous and progressive Northern
Ireland adhering to the principles of
democracy, restraint and mutual re-
spect.

Throughout the six counties the an-
cient drums of a harsh and unbending
history have been once again been re-
placed by the fierce and acrimonious
sounds of cross community hatred.
Shattering glass and car bombs have
once more become part and parcel of
daily life in parts of Northern Ireland.

Mr. President, voices throughout Ire-
land continually echo the need for re-
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straint and reconciliation. These are
the voices of Northern Ireland’s future.
Voices which for so long have fallen on
deaf ears. These voices Mr. President
must be heard. It is in everyones self-
interest to go forward. It is in no ones
self-interest to slow down the peace
process. Sadly this process may have
come to a grinding halt, sadly too, the
good and honest people of Northern Ire-
land will once again be the victims of a
tyranny of violence and intransigence.
The legislation that I introduce today
is a marker that says that the men and
women of Ulster are not alone in this
period of instability and hour of need.
We must verify hope, not concede to
dispair.

Mr. President, the Northern Ireland
and Border Counties Free Trade, Devel-
opment and Security Act, that I intro-
duce today, is modeled on the Gaza/
West Bank Free Trade Act pending in
this body. Both bills are based on the
premise that a country or region that
has a vibrant, growing and exporting
economy requires underlying economic
and social cohesion and cooperation.
The legislation that I am introducing
promises an open, liberalizing trade ar-
rangement between Northern Ireland,
the border counties of the Irish Repub-
lic and the United States. It will act as
a primary inducement and incentive
for indigenous Irish business to trade
and flourish. This program will mean
real jobs for the people of Northern Ire-
land, jobs that will prove to be crucial
if the improvement of social and eco-
nomic life in the North of Ireland is to
be realized. In doing so, it will not only
assist in revitalizing Northern Ire-
land’s economy but it will help to rid
Ulster of the religious and racial ha-
tred which has plagued its people for
more than 300 years.

Mr. President, the paradox of North-
ern Ireland is that she has given so
much to other cultures and lands but
has been incapable of fully reaping the
rewards of her own peoples skills and
strengths at home. The unfortunate re-
ality is that as in the Republic of Ire-
land, a large majority of the North’s
highly educated and skilled younger
generation has been forced to emigrate
due to high unemployment levels
which are as high as 70 percent in some
areas. These disadvantaged areas are
the ones which this legislation has
been especially designed to target.
Joint cooperation and joint economic
development between the United
States, Northern Ireland, and the Euro-
pean Union will integrate the most dis-
tressed parts of Northern Ireland and
the border counties into a dynamic
economy that—while firmly rooted in
the European Union—continues to ex-

pand and cement new trading
relatonships beneficial to all trading
partners.

Mr. President the coming days in
Northern Ireland will mean that seri-
ous risks will have to be taken. The
way forward is not entirerly clear.
Great strains have been placed between
our good friends Great Britain and the
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Republic of Ireland. A close and harmo-
nious relationship between these two
nations is a necessary prerequisite to
future progress in Northern Ireland. I
would ask both of these close friends to
join this effort to help forge a new and
innovative way forward for their own
citizens. Indeed current events call for
new approaches, new modalities, and
reinvigorated efforts.

To the men and women of Northern
Ireland and the border counties, I say
that your best days are in front of you.
Stand steadfastly. Both communities
can work together to create a future
that will outshine Northern Ireland’s
dark but proud past and will signifi-
cantly increase the prospects for the
youth of Northern Ireland who hold the
key to the success of this project. Take
from your past the virtues of your fore-
fathers—industry, faith, and imagina-
tion but leave behind the quarrels of
other centuries. Just like the unity of
Catholic and Protestant at the Somme,
I ask that those heroic deeds be ema-
nated. This time ahead will take cour-
age, strength, and determination on all
sides. I remind you once more you are
not alone. As this country stood by you
at the Somme this country stands by
you now.

Northern Ireland’s peace process
must move forward and the aspirations
and goodwill of the vast majority of its
citizens must be accompanied by hard
work and endeavour. The proposed es-
tablishment of a free trade area in
these designated areas must be passed
into legislation if the predicted 3,000 to
10,000 jobs are to be created. A more
prosperous economy with more evenly
spread and meaningful job opportuni-
ties can only serve to bridge the social
and economic disparities that exist in
this region. In conclusion this oppor-
tunity cannot be overlooked, after 25
years since the outbreak of the ‘‘trou-
bles,”” the people of Northern Ireland
have suffered enough violence and de-
pravity. Now it is time to embark on a
rebuilding process that will give no
chance to the terrorist but every
chance to peace and reconciliation.e

——

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 684
At the request of Mr. HATFIELD, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
[Mr. BoND] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 684, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to provide for pro-
grams of research regarding Parkin-
son’s disease, and for other purposes.
S. 1477
At the request of Mrs. KASSEBAUM,
the name of the Senator from Utah
[Mr. BENNETT] was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1477, a bill to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act and
the Public Health Service Act to im-
prove the regulation of food, drugs, de-
vices, and biological products, and for
other purposes.
S. 1505
At the request of Mr. PRESSLER, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
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