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“Whereas, beginning in the period 2002-
2005, there may be an increasing gap between
supply and demand for natural gas in the Pa-
cific Rim; and

“Whereas market and economic studies in-
dicate favorable conditions for the sale of
liquefied natural gas (LNG) to these Pacific
Rim markets; and

“Whereas major permits for a pipeline
route from the North Slope to Valdez have
been completed; and

* * * * *

““and be it further

‘““Resolved, That the State of Alaska re-
spectfully requests the President of the Unit-
ed States to demonstrate national support
for an ANS gas transmission project to Asian
LNG buyers; and be it further

““Resolved, That the Governor is respect-
fully requested to

““(1) assure the Asian LNG buyers that the
state will provide continuity and stability in
regards to North Slope natural gas supply,
tax structure, and regulatory policy;

““(2) continue support of the Joint Pipeline
Office, which administers an innovative, effi-
cient, and cost-effective permitting system;

“(3) encourage the private developers of
the gas pipeline and the state’s labor forces
to develop an Alaska hire agreement for the
ANS gas transmission project; and

““(4) meet with all parties to determine how
the state can help facilitate the ANS gas
transmission pipeline; and be it further

“Resolved, That the President of the Sen-
ate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Alaska State Legislature, ap-
point an interim working group to track
progress and assist the transportation per-
mit holder, the working interest owners of
the Prudhoe Bay and Point Thompson units,
and the administration in developing a uni-
fied proposal for presentation to the Asian
market; the legislative interim working
group shall report on the status of the
project and any proposed legislative actions
to the Resources Committees of the Alaska
House of Representatives and Alaska Senate
by February 1, 1997; and be it further

““Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla-
ture strongly supports the construction of an
ANS gas transmission pipeline and offers its
assistance to the parties involved in order to
speed completion of an ANS gas trans-
mission project.”

POM-630. A concurrent resolution adopted
by the Legislature of the State of Michigan;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

““SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 266.

“A concurrent resolution to make an ur-
gent request to the Congress of the United
States to release to the states, including
Michigan, all federal road funding due under
the gas tax formula.

“Whereas, The quality of Michigan road-
ways has a great deal to do with the state’s
competitiveness in attracting and retaining
jobs for our citizens. Every individual and
every business in Michigan is affected when
Michigan roads suffer from insufficient
maintenance. Finding the means to meet
this financial challenge is of the utmost im-
portance to both state and local policy-
makers as we prepare for the twenty-first
century; and

“Whereas, The difficult task of providing
excellence in transportation in Michigan is
made far worse by some of the current prac-
tices of the federal government with regard
to the allocation of money raised by the fed-
eral gas tax; and

“Whereas, The current practices of the fed-
eral government with regards to the alloca-
tion of dollars raised by the federal tax made
it difficult for Michigan to improve and ex-
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pand its transportation system. Of the states
required to send money to the federal gov-
ernment, in accordance with the federal
funding formula, Michigan sends signifi-
cantly more money to Washington than it
receives back. In 1993, for example, Michigan
paid a total of $733.7 million to the Federal
Highway Trust Fund, and only $520.1 million
was returned; and

“Whereas, In addition, even more money
designated for return to Michigan, and sev-
eral other states, is being withheld by fed-
eral transportation authorities. This money
is critical to our transportation infrastruc-
ture and a vital component of the state’s
economic well-being.

“Whereas, The current budget debate of-
fers an opportunity to reexamine this criti-
cal aspect of public spending. This examina-
tion should include immediately correcting
the gross inequities in allocating the funds
generated by the federal gas tax; now, there-
fore, be it

““Resolved, by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That we respect-
fully, but urgently, ask the Congress of the
United States to release to the states, in-
cluding Michigan, any federal road funding
due under the gas tax formula but currently
being held back by the federal government;
and be it further

““Resolved, That copies of this resolution be
transmitted to the President of the United
States Senate, the Speaker, of the United
States House of Representatives, and to each
member of the Michigan congressional dele-
gation with the request that each member
review this issue, offering a formal response
to this body, the Michigan State Senate.”

POM-631. A joint resolution adopted by the
Legislature of the State of Colorado; to the
Committee on Finance.

““SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 96-11

“Whereas, Encouraging the private provi-
sion of health care coverage is a laudable and
legitimate governmental objective; and

“Whereas, The provision of health care in-
surance or other health care coverage assists
in mitigating the impacts of providing un-
compensated health care on the health care
system; and

“Whereas, Tax benefits associated with the
payment of health care insurance premiums
and the costs of funding other methods of
covering health care costs should be fair and
equitable regardless of the method used; and

“Whereas, Individuals and employees
should be encouraged and have the freedom
to choose the method by which they provide
for the expenses of the health care they re-
ceive; now, therefore, be it

““Resolved by the Senate of the Sixtieth Gen-
eral Assembly of the State of Colorado, the
House of Representatives concurring herein:
That we, the members of the Colorado Gen-
eral Assembly, are desirous of federal legis-
lation that affords equal tax treatment for
the costs of health care insurance purchased
by employers, by employees and individuals
who are self-employed, and by individuals
who are not self-employed; be it further

““Resolved, That we support federal legisla-
tion that affords equal tax treatment for the
management of health care costs through
the use of medical savings accounts; be it
further

“Resolved, That we call for the United
States Congress to establish a plan for tax
equity in the treatment of contributions, ex-
penses and costs associated with employer-
based health care insurance, individually-
paid health care insurance, health care not
covered by Medicare, and the use of individ-
ual medical savings accounts; and be it fur-
ther

““Resolved, That copies of this Resolution
be sent to the President of the United
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States, the President of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives of
the Congress of the United States, and to
each member of Colorado’s Congressional
delegation.”

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. HATFIELD, from the Committee
on Appropriations:

Special Report entitled ‘“Revised Alloca-
tion to Subcommittees of Budget Totals
from the Concurrent Resolution for Fiscal
Year 1996”" (Rept. No. 104-289).

By Mr. CHAFEE, from the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, without
amendment:

S. 1802. A bill to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to convey certain property contain-
ing a fish and wildlife facility to the State of
Wyoming, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
104-290).

By Mr. CHAFEE, from the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 1871. A bill to expand the
Pettaquamscutt Cove National Wildlife Ref-
uge, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 104-
291).

By Mr. CHAFEE, from the Committee on
Environment and Public Works, without
amendment:

H.R. 1772. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to acquire certain interests in
the Waihee Marsh for inclusion in the Oahu
National Wildlife Refuge Complex.

H.R. 2660. A bill to increase the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for the Tensas River Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.

H.R. 2679. A bill to revise the boundary of
the North Platte National Wildlife Refuge.

H.R. 2982. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey the Carbon Hill Na-
tional Fish Hatchery to the State of Ala-
bama.

By Mr. BOND, from the Committee on
Small Business, with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute:

S. 1784. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958, and for other pur-
poses.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second time by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. HEFLIN:

S. 1902. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of National Senior Citizen Hall of
Fame Commission, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. BOND (for himself, Mr.
ASHCROFT, Mr. LOTT, Mr. DASCHLE,
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr.

SMITH, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. CRAIG, Mr.
COATS, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DORGAN, Mr.
THOMAS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. SIMON, Ms.
MIKULSKI, Mr. BROWN, Ms. SNOWE,
Mr. KyL, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. MACK,
Mr. GRAMM, Mr. THURMOND, and Mr.
RoBB):

S. 1903. A bill to designate the bridge, esti-
mated to be completed in the year 2000, that
replaces the bridge on Missouri highway 74
spanning from East Girardeau, lllinois, to
Cape Girardeau, Missouri, as the “Bill Emer-
son Memorial Bridge’”, and for other pur-
poses; considered and passed.
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By Mr. COATS:

S. 1904. A bill to implement the Project for
American Renewal, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. KOHL:

S. 1905. A bill to establish an independent
commission to recommend reforms in the
laws relating to elections for Federal Office;
to the Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion.

By Mr. AKAKA (for himself and Mr.
INOUYE):

S. 1906. A bill to include certain territory
within the jurisdiction of the State of Ha-
waii, and for other purposes; to the Commit-
tee on Energy and Natural Resources.

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HEFLIN:

S. 1902. A bill to provide for the es-
tablishment of National Senior Citizen
Hall of Fame Commission, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Governmental Affairs.

THE NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZENS HALL OF FAME
ACT OF 1996

Mr. HEFLIN. Mr. President, | rise to
introduce a bill which will provide for
the establishment of a National Senior
Citizens Hall of Fame Commission.
This concept grew out of an idea by Dr.
Ruben Hanan, who chairs the Alabama
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame Commis-
sion, and Dr. Earl Potts.

Each year, the Alabama Senior Citi-
zens Hall of Fame Commission bestows
honor upon living Alabamians in rec-
ognition of their outstanding accom-
plishments, services, and contributions
to the lives of older American citizens.

The Alabama Senior Citizens Hall of
Fame was created by the Alabama
State legislature in 1933, and has been
very successful in inducting worthy in-
dividuals into the organization. I am
delighted that Dr. Hanan and Dr. Potts
came up with the idea of establishing a
National Senior Citizens Hall of Fame.
The National Hall of Fame will provide
a forum to bestow honor and recogni-
tion upon deserving citizens for their
outstanding accomplishments, services
and contributions to the lives of older
American citizens.

Mr. President, the population of
older Americans is projected to in-
crease to 35 million by the year 2000.
This means that older Americans
would constitute 13 percent of the total
population. As the national population
is projected to exceed 300 million by
the year 2000, the senior population
would drastically increase with the
entry of the baby-boomers in the senior
population. Therefore, by the year 2030,
the senior population will increase to
approximately 70 million.

Mr. President, the older population is
growing. If we look back over the last
few years, we will notice that in 1993,
the age group between 75 and 84 was
10,800,000. This was 14 times larger than
in 1900. Every day, more than 5,000 indi-
viduals in the United States celebrate
their 65th birthday. Their mature judg-
ment, keen insight, historical perspec-
tive, perceptive vision, and gifted lead-
ership are invaluable to our Nation.
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By establishing a Senior Citizens
Hall of Fame, we will have in place an
organization that will recognize the
contributions made by older American
citizens to our Nation. I am delighted
that the Alabama Senior Citizens Hall
of Fame Commission, which has con-
tributed greatly to the well being of
thousands of Alabamians, will serve as
a model for this national entity. In ad-
dition, the Alabama Hall of Fame Com-
mission has improved the quality of
life of those in need, and many have
served in the Retired Senior Volunteer
Program.

Finally, a National Senior Citizens
Hall of Fame will also honor patriotic
Americans for their spirit of loyalty
and selfless labor in serving the needs
of the people of our Nation.

I urge the entire Congress to join me
in the adoption of this important legis-
lation.

By Mr. COATS:

S. 1904. A bill to implement that
Project for American Renewal, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

THE PROJECT FOR AMERICAN RENEWAL ACT

Mr. COATS. Mr. President, earlier
today | joined with my colleagues from
the House, the chairman of the Budget
Committee, JOHN KASICH, in reintro-
ducing a program that | have been
working on for a long time. It is called
the Project For American Renewal.

It attempts to address the question
of how we can more effectively provide
assistance to people in need, people liv-
ing in poverty, without resorting to
more of the same, which is simply fun-
neling money into Washington, estab-
lishing a bureaucracy, and handing out
welfare checks to, in many cases, per-
petuate a lifestyle and a behavior that
is not desirable, not giving us the re-
sults we wanted.

A lot of well-intentioned programs
have been offered to deal with some of
the social problems that exist in our
country: teen pregnancy, spousal
abuse, juvenile delinquency, substance
abuse, and on and on it goes. Many of
those, as | have said, have been well-in-
tentioned but have simply missed the
mark. They have not solved the prob-
lem. And, in many cases, they have
made it worse.

It seems that the alternative to that
that has been discussed in the last year
or so is what was called devolution, a
word that | hate. | do not know for sure
exactly what it means, but | think it
means washing our hands of the prob-
lem, and let somebody else worry about
it.

I do not believe either of those alter-
natives are acceptable alternatives. |
do not believe more of the same or
none of the above are the alternatives
we ought to be examining. | believe
there is a place for our encouragement
of hopeful solutions to some of the
problems that exist in our society as it
affects our families and our children
and our neighborhoods and our commu-
nities.
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The Project for American Renewal is
my attempt at addressing those ques-
tions, to strengthen families, to en-
courage communities and to utilize
mediating institutions of volunteer as-
sociations, of charities, particularly of
faith-based charities, to address some
of these most pressing problems. Utili-
zation of these institutions, other than
Government institutions, means that
we can bring to bear not just efforts to
meet the material needs of individuals,
but also the spiritual needs of individ-
uals. We can bring to bear values that
are important in addressing some of
these more fundamental problems.

The Project for American Renewal
consists of 16 separate pieces of legisla-
tion designed to strengthen families, to
provide mentors where fathers are not
present, to strengthen communities,
rebuild communities across America,
and to provide effective compassion.
The centerpiece of this is the charity
tax credit, which will allow a joint-fil-
ing couple to contribute up to $1,000 a
year as an offset against their taxes.

Today | joined with Congressman
KASICH in announcing how we would
pay for this charity tax credit, esti-
mated at $44.8 billion over a 5-year pe-
riod of time. We propose that we will
ask the Ways and Means and the Fi-
nance Committee to designate a third
of that amount in corporate loophole
closings, corporate welfare.

We think if we are addressing some of
the most fundamental problems in
America, we ought to look for funding
sources to offset the revenue loss from
subsidies given to special interests over
the years that do not serve as high a
national purpose.

We also think it is appropriate to
shift some resources from some of the
existing Federal social policy programs
that have not proven effective. While
we do not specify directly what those
offsets should be in the corporate wel-
fare area, we do specify offsets of some
of the Federal programs that we do not
think are as effective as they ought to
be.

The goal here is to encourage mediat-
ing institutions to play a greater role
in addressing some of our more fun-
damental problems. They can bring
hope and a vision of hope that, in many
cases, Government is constrained to
bring or is unable to bring.

| am today reintroducing this legisla-
tion, with the hope that it will con-
tinue to be a topic of discussion among
our colleagues as to where we go next
with some of these great social de-
bates. It is my hope that it can be a
very important part of our party’s
platform, a very important part of the
discussion that will take place, as this
is a Presidential election year and an
election year that will elect or reelect
435 Congressmen and 34 Senators.

It is then, finally, my hope that we
can seriously address this issue in the
next Congress, make it part of our
budget discussion, and examine ways in
which we can more effectively provide
assistance to those in need.
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