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projects and programs related to the
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park
and Preserve. In addition, he has been
very active and helpful in the creation
and early beginnings of our newest
park units in Louisiana, the New Orle-
ans Jazz National Historical Park and
the Cane River National Historical
Park and Heritage Area.

Mr. President, Jean Lafitte is a very
unique park unit. It’s like a wheel with
many spokes. Jean Lafitte consists of a
French Quarter unit; the Barataria
marsh unit, Chalmette, the site of the
Battle of New Orleans in 1815; and two
Cajun cultural centers in Eunice and
Thibodaux, LA, that interpret Cajun
history. This type of park is very dif-
ficult to administer. It takes a dedi-
cated person of many interests, skills,
and talents to bring together these di-
verse elements and resources into a co-
herent whole. Not only has Bob man-
aged to accomplish this difficult task,
but he has done it with flair and good
humor.

Over the years, Bob Belous has al-
ways been available to provide assist-
ance to me and my staff here in Wash-
ington as well as my offices in Louisi-
ana, especially my New Orleans office.
He has always provided us with sound
professional advice and counsel. | know
I speak for many people in Louisiana
and all over the country when | wish
Bob well in his retirement from the
Park Service and thank him for his
many contributions to our National
Park System.e

SALUTE TO OKLAHOMA GIRL
SCOUTS

e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today |
salute 10 outstanding young women
from Oklahoma who have been honored
by Red Lands Council of Girl Scouts in
Oklahoma City, OK. Each has received
the prestigious Girl Scouts of the USA
Gold Award.

They were honored April 25, 1996, for
earning the highest achievement award
in Girl Scouting. The Girl Scout Gold
Award symbolizes outstanding accom-
plishments in the areas of leadership,
community service, career planning,
and personal development. The Girl
Scout Award can be earned by girls
aged 14-17 or in grades 9-12.

Girl Scouts of the USA, an organiza-
tion serving more than 2.5 million
girls, has awarded more than 25,000 Girl
Scout Gold Awards to Senior Girl
Scouts since the inception of the pro-
gram in 1980. To receive the award, a
Girl Scout must fulfill five require-
ments: Earn four interest project
patches, earn the Career Exploration
pin, earn the Senior Girl Scout Chal-
lenge, and design and implement a Girl
Scout Gold Award project. A plan for
fulfilling the requirements of the
award is created by the Senior Girl
Scout and is carried out through close
cooperation between the girl and adult
Girl Scout volunteer.

As members of the Red Lands Coun-
cil of Girl Scouts, these young women
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began working toward the Girl Scout
Gold Award in 1995, and all completed
their projects in the areas of leadership
and community service.

The earning of the Girl Scout Gold
Award is a major accomplishment de-
serving of special public recognition
and commendation.

| salute the following girls for their
accomplishments and for their service
to their community and their country:

Melanie Brockman of Girl Scout
Troop 55. She helped design, organize,
and carry out a Special Kids Day.
This was a program for the special edu-
cation students in the community. The
children were divided by age and abili-
ties to provide them an opportunity to
participate in normal activities. This
very successful program gave each spe-
cial education student a chance to feel
good about themselves.

Kansas Conrady of Girl Scout Troop
569. She designed an overnight lock-in
for sixth grade Junior Girl Scouts and
Cadette Girl Scouts to discuss the con-
temporary issues of substance abuse,
facing a family crisis, youth suicide,
and teen pregnancy. Professionals were
brought in to speak and share their
knowledge with the girls, and the girls
then participated in activities from the
Contemporary Issues Program for Girl
Scouts in a round robin format.

Melanie Foglesong of Girl Scout
Troop 17. She undertook the massive
project of cleaning and painting the
Wichita Lodge at Camp Red Rock. She
organized a work crew, collected sup-
plies, and directed the cleanup from
washing walls and windows through the
painting of all the interior of the lodge.

Leslie Hooks. She planned a program
to help Junior Girls Scouts through
Senior Girls Scouts know the joys of
sailing by learning the fundamentals of
sailing and culminating in a hands-on
sailing event.

Andrea Johnson of Girl Scout Troop
569. She created an informative video
of Camp Red Rock and Camp
Cookieland for the use of Red Lands
Council of Girl Scouts to introduce the
camp properties to prospective camp-
ers.

Danette Kniffin. She planned a pro-
gram to teach girls of the community
the art of canoeing. The program is de-
signed for both beginning and inter-
mediate canoers and included a basic
water safety program.

Kimmie Kohl of Girl Scout Troop 55.
She designed, organized, and carried
out a Special Kids Day. This was a pro-
gram for the special education students
in the community. The children were
divided by age and abilities to provide
them an opportunity to participate in
normal activities. This very successful
program gave each special education
student a chance to feel good about
themselves.

Amanda Newman. She organized the
first active Youth Red Cross Chapter in
Blaine County. The goal of the organi-
zation is to be trained to help meet the
emergencies of their community.

Ambra Prestage of Girl Scout Troop
55. She helped design, organize, and
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carry out a Special Kids Day. This was
a program for the special education
students in the community. The chil-
dren were divided by age and abilities
to provide them an opportunity to par-
ticipate in normal activities. This very
successful program gave each special
education student a chance to feel good
about themselves.

Nicole Robertson of Girl Scout Troop
127. She organized a Girls’ Day Out to
introduce the girls to the joys of being
a Girls Scout. She also worked with
the In-School Program for Red Lands
Council Girl Scouts and helped bring
the Scouting program to numerous
girls.e

TRIBUTE TO MS. DANETTA FAITH
FISHER-RAINING BIRD

® Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, | rise
today to pay tribute to a young Mon-
tanan. Ms. Danetta Faith Fisher-Rain-
ing Bird has been awarded a Rocke-
feller Brothers Fund Fellowship, as 1 of
25 outstanding minority students en-
tering the teaching profession.

The Rockefeller Brothers Fund is in
their fifth year of awarding these fel-
lowships and |1 am proud that Danetta
joins with four other native Americans
from Montana who have received this
award since the award began. With the
stiff competition nationwide, it took a
very strong commitment to the edu-
cation of minorities and to improving
teaching in public schools to be se-
lected. No doubt Danetta met that
challenge.

This award will allow Danetta to
take part in a summer project and to
go on to graduate school to pursue fur-
ther training in education or a related
field. And once she begins teaching, the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund will help
with loan repayments. This is exactly
the type of private sector involvement
that our education system needs. And
it is exactly what students like
Danetta depend on in order to succeed
these days.

I congratulate Danetta on this
achievement. | know she will put this
award to good use and I am hopeful
that she will not only continue her
studies in our great State, but use her
valuable training to improve the edu-
cation for other native Americans. |
am proud of her as a Montanan and as
a representative of our future and |
wish her all the best.e

URI DEBATE TEAM DOES WELL IN
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS DEBATE

e Mr. PELL. Mr. President, the Univer-
sity of Rhode Island debate team was
honored last week at the Rhode Island
State House, where the team members
received citations for their recent out-
standing performance at the National
Forensics Association [NFA] Individual
Events Nationals at Western Illinois
University.

I understand that this competition,
which was one of the largest in the his-
tory of NFA, drew 2,000 competitors
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representing 29 States. In the Lincoln-
Douglas debate there were 92 competi-
tors representing 33 different colleges
and universities.

Rebecca Makris, Derek Young, Jona-
than Cross, and Tara McErien rep-
resented the University of Rhode Is-
land. During the six preliminary
rounds the team defeated teams from
Northeastern University, Simmons
College, Oakland University, Colorado
State University, Cornell University,
Ohio University, Morgan State, and
Central Michigan University.

Overall the winning record of the
team placed them at 10th in the Nation
and Rebecca Makris compiled an out-
standing record, earning her a place as
the 4th best debater in the competi-
tion.

Kristen Maar, director of the debate,
states: “This is quite an accomplish-
ment for the team and the University.
The debaters that qualified for this na-
tional tournament were the best in the
country, and to have Rebecca place
fourth overall is a true achievement.”

Coincidentally, the debate topic this
year and the debate topic next year re-
flect some of my own interests in the
Senate—the topics “United Nations”
and ‘‘Education Reform.”

This year’s topic was ‘‘Resolved:
That participation in one or more of
the six principal bodies of the United
Nations should be significantly re-
stricted by altering the U.N. charter
and/or rules of procedure.”’

The debate season will begin again in
September, with the resolution dealing
with education reform. The exact word-
ing of the resolution will be released on
August 1, 1996.

I want to commend the URI team for
its excellent job and all the partici-
pants this year for their focus on the
United Nations and key issues affect-
ing our global future. I look forward to
learning more about next year’s de-
bate.®

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. CRAIG addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from ldaho is recognized.

THE WELL-BEING OF THE
AMERICAN FAMILY

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, while our
leaders are deciding the outcome of the
evening and, more important, the out-
come of a most important vote on the
repeal of the gas tax, | guess | am sur-
prised that the minority would not
allow us to go forward to consider H.R.
2137.

We talk about the lack of security
within the American family today, be
it income security or job security. |
know one thing that the American
family is extremely concerned about,
and that is the security and well-being
of their own children. The House over-
whelmingly has just voted on a law
that will deal with the issue of sexual
predators, Megan’s law. | am amazed
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that we could not move swiftly, as the
House has moved, to deal with this
issue. | hope that we can deal with it.

I hope that the minority will not
block us from dealing with it in the fu-
ture. Clearly, it is something that has
to be dealt with. The American people
need to know that when these kinds of
problems arise, and there are glitches
within the legal system that allow
young people like Megan to be de-
stroyed, their lives to be taken by peo-
ple who clearly never should have been
let out of incarceration, that this Con-
gress will deal with it.

Mr. President, on Monday of this
week, | was reading in USA Today an
article by Tony Snowe, where he was
talking about the concern and uneasi-
ness of the American family, whether
it is the issue of sexual predators, or
the loss of a job, or working a multiple
of jobs to get ahead, or whether it is
the fact that in his article the Amer-
ican family was experiencing income
stagnation.

I thought it was interesting when he
pointed out that prior to President
Clinton being elected, the average fam-
ily was looking at about 31.3 percent of
the gross national product of this coun-
try being taken away in taxes. Now,
that is up 1%z to 2 percent in this ad-
ministration. And one of the greatest
bites out of that, which dragged down
the ability of the family to use their
income or to use their salary increases,
was the gas tax increase.

In my State of Idaho, with 1.3 million
people, it is a big bite. This gas tax
hike that, for the first time in our Na-
tion’s history, goes to welfare pro-
grams instead of roads, bridges and
transportation systems, costs $32.1 mil-
lion. And, boy, anybody who serves
large rural States like mine knows
that it strikes right at the heart of the
productive sector of my State, whether
it is the farmer, rancher, or the people
who commute long distances, as nearly
everybody in my State does, to the su-
permarket, to the business center, to
visit, and to work. Those who are the
working people of our society are the
ones that are now paying even more.

I am amazed that our administration
keeps talking about sticking it to the
rich, soaking it to the rich. I am
amazed they do not say, “And we
soaked it to the worker, to the wage
earner because we are sucking away
from them at the gas pump an ever in-
creasing amount of their income.”’

I also find it uniquely ironic that
while taxes have ticked up aggressively
in this administration from 30 percent
of GDP to 31.3, that candidate Clinton
in 1992 said he opposed increasing a gas
tax, that he opposed increasing those
kinds of taxes, he said they were re-
gressive and unfair to working fami-
lies, | am amazed that he somehow
through what he may think is slight of
hand or subterfuge created an omnibus
tax bill and then, of course, says the
way you pay them back is to force ev-
erybody to pay higher wages.

In my State of Idaho, that does not
work because most of the people did
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not get higher wages, and a minimum
wage increase would affect few of these
kinds of people who are our farmers
and ranchers and small business people
and commuters who travel hundreds of
miles daily, not 20 or 30, not down the
street in the commuter bus, not on the
Metrorail, but 50 miles one way to
work and 50 miles home at night. And
when it starts costing $20 or more, or
$25 to fill the gas tank a couple of
times a week, that is one very large
bite out of the pocketbook of the
American family.

I am amazed that this administration
would even begin to drag its feet on
that kind of reality. And while this
Congress should be holding oversight
hearings on the ramp up in gas prices,
we ought to be responding immediately
in the areas that we can respond in,
and that is in the area of bringing this
tax down and doing it in a way that
makes sense.

I respect highly the move that our
majority leader has made. That is the
kind of responsiveness and leadership
that we ought to be hearing from this
Congress, and now we are locked up
again, blocked, if you will, by the mi-
nority because they want it their way
when the American people are saying:
Wait a moment. Your way was to in-
crease our taxes. Your way was not to
give us economic opportunity. Your
way was to create through the 1993 tax
act and the budget an economy that
did not produce like it should, that
could have produced billions of dollars
more, that lost 1.2 million jobs it oth-
erwise would have created if the tax
act pushed by, endorsed by, rec-
ommended by President Clinton had
not gone through.

Now, that is from 1993 to 1996 that |
use that figure. Those are real figures
just being brought out by the Heritage
Foundation. Absent the tax increase in
1993, this economy would have created
1.2 million more jobs. Last month, we
did not create a job. Something is
wrong in an economy, a growth econ-
omy like ours when our President says
that the economy is good and we create
no jobs, zero jobs.

I am sorry; | do not figure it the way
you figure it, Mr. President. | look at
these kinds of figures and while they
may be statistics, in my State of Idaho
they are real jobs; they are food on the
family table; they are a little more gas
in the gas tank; they are a few more
dollars in savings; it is the new house
purchased or the clothes bought for the
kids. That is what job creation and
economic vitality is all about.

When | mentioned 1.2 million jobs
lost, not created by the tax increase,
when we carry that through next year,
that will be an estimated 1.4 million
jobs. That is 40,400 new business starts
that did not start, that did not happen.
Those are real figures in this country.
Why? Because the risk of taking that
opportunity just was not there, the
money was not available because it was
drained into the public sector to go out
in ways that some of us would question
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