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majority leader. The majority leader,
BoB DOLE, is to be commended for his
leadership. Once again, Senator DOLE
has delivered for the American people.
I personally express my gratitude to
our distinguished majority leader.

I also want to acknowledge the work
of Chairman HENRY HYDE over in the
House, and my fellow conferees, Sen-
ators THURMOND, SIMPSON, BIDEN, and
KENNEDY. Senators NICKLES and INHOFE
deserve mention, too, because they
never let this institution forget who
this bill was for. All of the survivors
from the OKklahoma tragedy and the
Pan Am disaster were critical to this
bill’s passage. So they all deserve our
thanks.

I want to mention a few of the other
people who worked on this bill, as
well—in particular, the staffers who
worked long hours out of deep commit-
ment to public service. Jeanne
Lapatto, Christina Rios, Nick Altree,
Mike Ashburn, John Gibbons, and Ed
Richards were invaluable. Ashley
Disque—a young woman who came to
the committee as an L.C. and has not
looked back—epitomized initiative.
Mike Kennedy, an attorney who is
going to go places, in my opinion,
worked around the clock. Finally, I
want to commend Mike O’Neill, our
crime counsel. Mike is going to be
leaving here in a few weeks to clerk for
Justice Thomas over at the Supreme
Court. Our loss is the Supreme Court’s
gain. Quite simply, Mike O’Neill, more
than any other staffer, made this bill
happen. Manus Cooney, our committee
staff director and senior counsel is also
to be commended.

Some of Senator BIDEN’s staff should
be mentioned as well—Demetra
Lambros and Chris Putala are true pro-
fessionals. Also, I would like to thank
Valerie Flappan of the legislative
counsel’s office.

I also want to compliment the other
House conferees and, in particular,
Congressmen HYDE, McCOLLUM, SCHIFF,
BUYER, and especially BoB BARR from
Georgia, who worked very hard on this
bill and has provided an awful lot of
input on this bill. Another staffer who
should be mentioned here is Pat Mur-
ray, HENRY HYDE’s able and dedicated
counsel who, in working with our staff,
helped craft a true terrorism bill. Paul
McNulty also deserves credit. There
are so many others I would like to
commend at this point. But I will end
at this point and thank all of these
good people for the good work they
have done.

I pay respect to my distinguished col-
league, the minority leader on the Ju-
diciary Committee. He is a tough,
tough opponent. He is a very good ad-
vocate. It is one of the privileges in my
life to be able to work with him on the
Judiciary Committee and to be able to
have this type of a relationship, and
still to occasionally fight each other on
the floor and, hopefully, walk away
still friends.

In particular, I want to make all
those congratulations.
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I yield the floor.

APPOINTMENT BY THE VICE
PRESIDENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Vice President,
pursuant to Public Law 77-770, appoints
the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr.
BREAUX], to the Migratory Bird Con-
servation Commission, vice the Sen-
ator from Arkansas, [Mr. PRYOR].

Mr. SPECTER addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that there now be a
period for the transaction of routine
morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HISTORIC 70 WINS FOR THE
CHICAGO BULLS

Mr. SIMON. Mr. President, Senators
often make statements on the floor to
inform the Senate and the Nation
about the accomplishments of their
constituents, and today I wish to ac-
knowledge some folks back in Illinois
who have achieved a historic feat un-
equaled by their peers. My colleagues
may be familiar with this group of
Chicagoans. I am speaking of the Chi-
cago Bulls, who last night defeated the
Milwaukee Bucks in a hard-fought, 86
to 80 game, to become the first Na-
tional Basketball Association [NBA]
team to win 70 games in a season.

In the nearly 50-year history of the
NBA, 70 wins has been a mythical,
seemingly unattainable goal. The 1971-
72 Los Angeles Lakers came close with
69 wins, but now the Bulls have secured
their place in the history books with
70, and with 3 games left in the season,
that record could be higher.

Of course this achievement would not
have been possible without the return
of Michael Jordan, unarguably the
game’s greatest player ever. But we
cannot overlook the efforts of his star
teammates, from Scottie Pippen, Toni
Kukoc, and Dennis Rodman, to the less
publicized but invaluable players like
Ron Harper, Luc Longley, Steve Kerr,
and Bill Wennington, to name just a
few. The talent of individuals however
can only take you so far. A true cham-
pion needs a great leader, and coach
Phil Jackson has fulfilled that role
throughout his career, having guided
the Bulls to three previous champion-
ships.

Should the Bulls go on to win the
championship in June—their fourth of
the decade—there is little doubt that
they would be considered the greatest
team in the history of professional bas-
ketball. I am proud to represent this
group of individuals and congratulate
them on their unprecedented accom-
plishment. I wish them the best of luck
as they head into the playoffs.
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CHICAGO BULLS WIN 70 GAMES

Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, I want to take this opportunity
to commemorate a historic moment for
the city of Chicago and the State of I1-
linois. Over the years, the members of
this greatest deliberative body have en-
gaged in some of the most compelling
debates the world has ever heard:
issues of States’ rights, war and peace,
and individual liberty. But as of last
evening, one debate need no longer be
considered: which is the greatest NBA
team of all time, at least through the
regular season. By recording their un-
precedented 70th win of the regular
season, the 1995-96 Chicago Bulls are
one of the best teams of all time, and
when they go on to secure an NBA
championship, they will be without
question, the greatest team in the his-
tory of professional basketball.

In the 49-year history of the National
Basketball Association, no team has
won 70 games in one season until the
Chicago Bulls accomplished that re-
markable feat—I am sad to say to my
dear friend and colleague from Wis-
consin, Senator KOHL—by defeating the
Milwaukee Bucks last night 86 to 80.
By winning their 70th game in 79 tries,
the Bulls eclipsed a 24-year-old record
set by the Los Angeles Lakers and now
stand alone on the other side of what
once was considered an impregnable
barrier.

This year’s Bulls team has elevated
itself to an elite level in the history of
sports. This team deserves to be ranked
on the same level as the 1927 New York
Yankees, the 1972 Miami Dolphins, and
the 1977 Montreal Canadiens—all teams
that embodied perfection in sports. It
might also be noted that with this 70th
win, Chicago now holds the distin-
guished honor of having or sharing
three of the four major sports records
for most wins in a regular season—the
1906 Cubs in baseball, 116 wins, the 1985
Bears in football, 156 wins and now, the
Chicago Bulls. I know I speak for Bulls
fans across the country in saying that
we are energized and excited by the
zealous pursuit of victory exhibited by
our team this year.

It is no coincidence that the greatest
team of all time is being propelled by
the greatest player of all time—Mi-
chael Jordan. Michael Jordan has a
combination of power and panache un-
matched in the history of the NBA. He
refuses to lose and his competitive na-
ture, floor leadership, and will to win
lifts the playing level of all those
around him.

Mr. President, we all know that in
team sports, true greatness cannot be
achieved alone. Michael Jordan is sur-
rounded by outstanding players in
their own right—Scottie Pippen, Den-
nis Rodman, Toni Kukoc, and the rest
of the lineup. Coach Phil Jackson has
been able to skillfully mesh all the per-
sonalities of this team into an extraor-
dinary combination of teamwork and
individual achievement. The result is
the 70-win accomplishment that has
eluded basketball’s best players and
teams for decades.
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On behalf of the city of Chicago and
the State of Illinois, I want to offer my
State’s hearty congratulations to
Coach Jackson and the entire Bulls or-
ganization for winning 70 games in the
1995-96 regular season, a record that
may never be equaled.

——

CONGRATULATING NATIONAL PEO-
PLE’S ACTION ON 25 YEARS OF
ACCOMPLISHMENT AND THEIR
256TH NATIONAL NEIGHBORHOODS
CONFERENCE

Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN. Mr. Presi-
dent, on Saturday, April 27, National
People’s Action (NPA), a national net-
work of more than 300 community or-
ganizations, churches, and senior cit-
izen groups from 38 States across the
country, will open its 25th national
neighborhoods conference here in
Washington, DC.

I want to call the Senate’s attention
to this conference, because National
People’s Action represents America at
its best—people from neighborhoods
working together to improve their
neighborhoods. The hundreds of organi-
zations and the thousands of people
from all walks of life who make up Na-
tional People’s Action are committed
to their communities. They know that
neighborhoods are critically impor-
tant. They know that neighborhoods
with good housing, neighborhoods that
are safe, and neighborhoods with access
to good jobs are places where families
can achieve their own piece of the
American dream. And perhaps most
importantly, they know that by put-
ting fundamental American values to
work—by working hard to make those
values an everyday part of life in their
neighborhoods—they are making a real
difference in their communities and in
our country.

National People’s Action is known as
the first voice of our Nation’s neigh-
borhoods. This people’s organization
has, from its inception, spoken out for
investing in neighborhoods, ending red-
lining by financial institutions, ex-
panding the stock of good, affordable
housing, implementing community-
based approaches to crime prevention
and policing, and expanding economic
opportunity and the access to good jobs
at good wages that are so essential to
healthy communities.

NPA is a grass roots movement with
an enviable record of accomplishment.
I would like to take just a moment to
highlight a few of those many suc-
cesses. First, NPA played a key role in
making the Community Reinvestment
Act, the primary Federal tool for ex-
panding access to capital, a reality,
and NPA has used that tool to obtain
over $25 billion worth of CRA lending
agreements. These agreements mean
access to mortgage money, home reha-
bilitation money, and economic devel-
opment money for hard-working people
living in hard-pressed neighborhoods
that have all too often been cut off
from capital in the past.

NPA created the Ilease-to-purchase
mortgage product, the first of its kind
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in the United States. This innovative
approach allows people who may not
have the money to make a downpay-
ment on a home to have a real oppor-
tunity to achieve perhaps the single
most important element of the Amer-
ican dream—owning their own home.

And NPA, working with Freddie Mac,
created an ingenious new type of mort-
gage for buildings with two-to-four
units, thereby helping to revitalize this
kind of housing, which is so important
to so many cities and neighborhoods,
and making it possible for neighbor-
hood residents to become homeowners
and landlords. The result of this re-
sourceful approach are more home-
owners in neighborhoods, and a better
stock of rental housing.

While NPA’s successes are varied,
however, they all have the same theme.
They are all about people, about mak-
ing it possible for people in the neigh-
borhoods and communities around our
Nation to build a better life for them-
selves. NPA is a quintessentially Amer-
ican organization. It accomplishes a
huge amount with very little money. It
is nonbureaucratic. And it works right
at the neighborhood level. It doesn’t
tell people what to do. Rather, it
brings people together so that, by
working together, they can make their
neighborhoods better places to live for
themselves and for their families.

National People’s Action, and its na-
tional chairperson Gale Cincotta, de-
serve the Senate’s commendation. As I
stated at the beginning of my remarks,
this organization embodies the essence
of American values. NPA puts the val-
ues on which this Nation was founded
to work for all of its people. I am
therefore glad to have the opportunity
to bring NPA’s 25th annual neighbor-
hoods conference to the Senate’s atten-
tion, and I hope every Member of the
Senate will attend this important
event.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that a complete list of NPA’s
major proneighborhood accomplish-
ments be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the list was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

NPA’S MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
REINVESTMENT

Spearheaded enactment of the Home Mort-
gage Disclosure Act (HMDA) and the Com-
munity Reinvestment Act (CRA) which pro-
tect urban areas and minorities from loan
discrimination.

Provided technical assistance to commu-
nity groups which directly led to over $25 bil-
lion in NPA assisted CRA lending agree-
ments.

Developed 10 city pilot affordable housing
programs with the secondary market and
private mortgage insurers which led to a na-
tionwide low-downpayment program called
the Community Homebuyers Program. The
development of the CHBP has resulted in in-
dustry-wide changes in the standards for
conventional lending and millions of home
loans to low income families.

Coordinated the Chicago Reinvestment Al-
liance, which in 1984 developed a $363 million
Neighborhood Lending Program. The pro-
gram has been renewed twice, and to date,
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over $500 million have been lent and over
14,000 units of affordable housing and busi-
nesses have been created or rehabilitated in
Chicago.

Coordinated the NPA/Aetna Neighborhood
Investment Program, which provided over
$100 million in loans for rehabilitation or
construction of over 10,000 affordable housing
units in 14 urban neighborhoods throughout
the country.

Brought the Neighborhood Housing Serv-
ices (NHS) to Chicago and has continued to
support its expansion by developing new loan
programs and funding sources.

Successfully advocated for increases in
Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) funding and for increases in the tar-
geting of CDBG funds to low and moderate
income neighborhoods.

Created the Lease-to-Purchase mortgage
product, the first-of-its-kind in the nation.
This product allows individuals to enter the
home as tenants and after a 2-3 year lease
period become the homeowner, having accu-
mulated a 10-15% downpayment to purchase.
Lease-to-Purchase has become a standard af-
fordable housing option.

Successfully advocated for performance
oriented goals for Government Sponsored
Enterprises (GSEs) requiring 30% of mort-
gages to be purchased in underserved mar-
kets and from low and moderate income fam-
ilies.

Created a unique low downpayment mort-
gage product for 2-4 unit buildings with
Freddie Mac that allows for 75% of rental in-
come to be used to qualify the applicant,
thus creating an opportunity for homeowner-
ship for low income people.

Developed in conjunction with the Mort-
gage Guaranty Insurance Corporation
(MGIC) the first ever purchase and default
counseling training for community based
counselors.

FEDERL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION

Through a national advocacy campaign,
stopped abusive lending practices that re-
sulted in catastrophic FHA foreclosures in
the 1970s.

Secured 518(b) and (d) Payback Programs
for buyers of defective FHA homes which
provided funds for repair of major systems
and structural defects.

Developed Repair and Sell Programs that
rehabilitated vacant FHA homes in blighted
neighborhoods.

Spearheaded the development of the FHA
Assignment Program which provides assist-
ance to those behind in their mortgage in
order to prevent foreclosure.

Continued to research FHA lending prac-
tices and uncover abuses, such as illegal
minimum loan amounts imposed by some
FHA lenders.

Negotiated a HUD demonstration program
that allows not-for-profit developers to ob-
tain vacant, foreclosed properties at a 30%
discount. Over 600 homes have been rehabili-
tated for low income families. This pilot pro-
gram has become a permanent HUD pro-
gram.

Successfully advocated for public disclo-
sure by HUD of FHA lending activity and
loan failure rates by mortgage company and
census tract. Analysis of data has uncovered
high default rates far exceeding HUD’s defi-
nition of trouble areas.

CRIME AND DRUG PREVENTION

Developed 1976 community anti-crime pro-
gram with the law Enforcement Assistance
Administration which redirected LEAA
funds to local community groups for local
anti-crime programs.

Changed Illinois policy regarding the dis-
tribution of Asset Forfeiture funds to allow
$500,000 to be returned to communities for
crime prevention programs.
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