October 3, 1996

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4036), as amended, was
passed.

RECORD ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF
THE 104TH CONGRESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before the
104th Congress does come to an end, |
want to take this opportunity to thank
all Senators for their cooperation and
hard work with regard to many accom-
plishments of this Congress. This is one
of the most productive Congresses in
recent memory, maybe not in terms of
absolute numbers but in terms of his-
toric legislation. There is a long list.

I personally was involved and en-
joyed working on such bills as the tele-
communications reform legislation,
which was a mighty effort that had
been in the making for 10 years. We
had good bipartisan cooperation on
that. We did get small business tax re-
lief and, of course, we have all talked
about welfare reform, health insurance
reform, illegal immigration and the
monumental task of putting together
the omnibus appropriations bill with-
out extensions of time, and we got it
done.

I think we should rightfully take
pride as we went along with more and
more bipartisan effort, not always co-
operation but we were working to-
gether and we were able to get an
agreement on a number of issues that
looked as if we might not be able to
just days or weeks ago.

When | was first elected majority
leader in June, the Senate was, frank-
ly, in a logjam situation with regard to
several key issues. It was with great
cooperation and patience of all Sen-
ators, and especially my Republican
colleagues, our leadership team, and,
quite frankly, with the leadership on
the other side of the aisle that we were
able to resolve many of those outstand-
ing issues in an orderly fashion.

However, with triumph does come
disappointment. That goes to the fact
that the Senate was not able to address
some of the issues that | really had
hoped that we would address in a dif-
ferent way—the partial-birth abortion
ban veto vote which was disappointing,
and | fully expect that matter will be
considered again in the next Congress.
But we had ample opportunity to de-
bate and make our case. We had a vote,
and in that one we just did not have
enough votes to prevail, to override a
veto.

All in all, | believe that the entire
membership of the 104th Congress can
leave today proud of their accomplish-
ments and return in January ready to
take on the many new challenges that
face us.

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, let me
just make a couple of remarks prior to
the time we finish our work today.

Let me first begin by again congratu-
lating the majority leader on his first
few months in his new position. | would
not characterize this Congress quite as
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he has, but | think we need to end on
as positive and as bipartisan a note as
we can.

I congratulate him on many of his ef-
forts over the last several months. |1 do
believe this has become a more biparti-
san and more cooperative and a more
productive session in part because of
the leadership that Senator LOTT has
demonstrated. | hope that we can work
as successfully together in the new
Congress.

STAFF CONTRIBUTIONS

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, as we
watch them work, | am reminded again
of the remarkable contribution made
by our staff, the floor staff, our clerks,
so many of the people in the cloak-
rooms and in every facet of the oper-
ation of the Senate. | admire them for
their amazing dedication to this insti-
tution and for their hard work each
and every day they come to work. We
do not thank them enough. They are
hard workers on both sides of the aisle.

I will not begin to name names ex-
cept John Doney only because we know
he is retiring, but we thank him, we
applaud him, and we admire his great
work—and their great work and con-
tribution to our effort each and every
day.

Again, | thank my colleagues and I
thank our leadership, and | certainly
thank my personal staff for the great
job they have done in serving me and
working with us in the last 2 years.

With that | yield the floor.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | thank the
Senator from South Dakota, the Demo-
cratic leader, for observing the fine
work that we do receive from our staff.
Some of them are on the back rail
today. They work long hours. They
produce a lot of good legislation on
both sides of the aisle. Our own per-
sonal staffs in our offices work long
hours, but the people here at the desks
in front of us, they are here when the
doors open and they are the last ones
out. We would not dare presume to pro-
ceed without their very capable and ef-
ficient work. As we have seen here in
the last few minutes, there has been a
real scramble to get the work done, but
it is always done very professionally
and accurately, and | also extend my
thanks to them.

PROVIDING FUNDING FOR THE OF-
FICE OF SENATE FAIR EMPLOY-
MENT PRACTICES

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask unan-
imous consent to proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Senate Resolu-
tion 324.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the resolution.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 324) to provide fund-
ing for the Office of Senate Fair Employ-
ment Practices to carry out certain transi-
tion responsibilities.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the immediate consider-
ation of the resolution?

The

S12409

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | ask that
the resolution be adopted and the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the resolution is
agreed to.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to, as follows:

S. Res. 324

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
shall transfer an amount not to exceed
$100,000, from the resolution and reorganiza-
tion reserve of the miscellaneous items ap-
propriations account, within the contingent
fund of the Senate, for use by the Director of
the Office of Senate Fair Employment Prac-
tices for salaries and expenses of such Office
through January 30, 1997, related to carrying
out the responsibilities of such Office in ac-
cordance with section 506 of the Congres-
sional Accountability Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C.
1435). Effective date is October 1, 1996.

324) was

RETIREMENT OF SENATOR ALAN
SIMPSON, U.S. SENATOR, WYO-
MING

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, | rise
to join other colleagues in wishing AL,
Ann, and their children the best for
their future. Senator SIMPSON has wise-
ly reclaimed his life, the balance, for
them.

I have waited until this moment, as
the Senate ‘‘retires’” from the 104th
Congress to make my statement on be-
half of one of the most valued and re-
spected friends | have ever had.

A fearless advocate for what he be-
lieved. Integrity that could never be
doubted.

As the “whip’’ of our side of the aisle,
his leadership reconciled the ‘“‘moun-
tainous” Senate egos—ambitions—
when all seemed unreconcilable. Lead-
ership is ‘““background and backbone.”
He was truly a son of the Senate, a son
of a proud father, himself a Senator
from Wyoming.

By his side, to steady his hand, often
to protect, on occasion, fellow Senators
from the “whip,” to temper his flowing
humor, to correct his record, was his
wife—loved and respected by all. | shall
dearly miss the Simpson family.

SENATOR HOWELL HEFLIN

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, does the
Senator from Alabama have anything?
Is he willing to allow us to wrap this
up? | know he is enjoying these last
few moments that he is sitting here as
a Senator. We all have enjoyed working
with him so much. | found it interest-
ing that he is here watching these last
few moments. Would you like to leave
one last word for posterity?

Mr. HEFLIN. It has sort of been a
historical sine die session. This being
my last few moments in the Senate, |
though | would be here and watch this
historic event. Thank you.

Mr. LOTT. We felt you presence.

Mr. HEFLINN. Thank you.
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Mr. LOTT. We wish you Godspeed in
all you do.

Does the Senator from Florida wish
to speak?

Mr. GRAHAM addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, | wish
to add my voice, first to the great
warmth of which we feel towards our
esteemed colleague from Alabama and
how much we will miss his presence.
And | appreciate the leadership that
has been provided by both the majority
and minority leaders during the ses-
sion.

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 2026

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, to keep
on this historical plane as we conclude,
what would be more appropriate than
to conclude the session by adopting
singularly a bill that we already adopt-
ed as part of the coin bill package, and
that is the one to recognize our first
President, George Washington?

So, Mr. Leader, with your permis-
sion, | ask unanimous consent that we
proceed to a bill, H.R. 2026, which is at
the desk, which is the bill to com-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —SENATE

memorate, by coin, President Washing-
ton. | ask unanimous consent to pro-
ceed to that bill.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, it falls as
our responsibility as leaders sometimes
to object when we really would rather
not. | would like to do this. | would
like to accommodate the Senator from
Florida. | would like to accommodate
him on this particular bill. But there
are a number of Senators who have
very important coin bills that they
would like to move freestanding, and
they had objected to moving them indi-
vidually and objected to them being
moved unless they were moved in a
group. | do not agree with that anal-
ogy. | do not quite understand it, but I
am constrained, unfortunately, to ob-
ject, as much as | prefer not to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Mr. LOTT. There being no further
business to come before the Senate——

Mr. President, does the Senator from
Virginia wish to add one final word?

Mr. WARNER. | just—

Mr. LOTT. You do not have a unani-
mous consent request, do you?

Mr. WARNER. No. Just to speak on
behalf of retiring Senators. But | judge
that has now come to an end.
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Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | believe it
has. The bewitching hour is before us.

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT SINE
DIE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if there is
no further business to come before the
Senate, | now move that the Senate
stand in adjournment sine die under
the provisions of House Concurrent
Resolution 230, or until 6 p.m., Friday,
October 4, if the House fails to adopt
House Concurrent Resolution 230. And
God be with you all.

The motion was agreed to, and at 6:54
p.m., the Senate adjourned sine die,
conditioned on the House concurrence
in the Senate amendment to House
Concurrent Resolution 230.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate October 3, 1996:
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

GEORGE W. BLACK, JR., OF GEORGIA, TO BE A MEMBER
OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2001. (REAPPOINT-
MENT)
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