
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S12339October 3, 1996
PATSY GUYER

When I arrived in Washington in No-
vember 1972, I was taken in tow by Bill
Cochrane of the Rules Committee, who
gave me invaluable assistance and
counsel in setting up my office. Like
most new Senators, I was short-handed
and uncertain about the best way to
staff my office and deal with the ava-
lanche of mail, telephone calls, and
visitors. Bill mentioned to me that he
knew of a young woman, Patsy Guyer,
who had worked with him on the staff
of Senator B. Everett Jordan of North
Carolina, and who was available and
was a prodigious worker. She was
quickly hired, and I don’t think her
output has slowed one iota over the 24
years she has been on my staff. As my
executive assistant, Patsy has handled
a huge array of responsibilities over
the years, ranging from supervising
State offices to managing summer in-
terns, to creating and overseeing an ex-
ceptionally efficient mail operation.

But if Patsy should be singled out for
anything, it is her management of and
deep personal commitment to a case
work operation that is unmatched in
the volume and quality of service it
has rendered to countless thousands of
Louisianians in need. I am very proud
of the aid my office has given over the
years to people who had nowhere else
to turn, whether it was securing a visa,
locating a loved one, or breaking an
impasse on a disability payment or a
VA widow’s benefits.

We were able to be effective prin-
cipally because Patsy Guyer has an as-
tounding network of friends and col-
leagues throughout the Congress and
among Federal agencies and, most of
all, because she greeted every case, no
matter how routine, with the enthu-
siasm and commitment she brought to
her first day on the job in November of
1972. Whether the challenge was to
bring home from Abu Dhabi a trag-
ically injured Louisiana businessman,
locate a missing child in a Rwandan
refugee camp or organize a food airlift
to Cambodia, we always knew Patsy
would have the ingenuity and contacts
to start the process and the absolutely
iron-willed determination and dedica-
tion to see it through to completion. I
have never known a more selfless and
giving individual, and I know I speak
for untold thousands in Louisiana in
expressing deep gratitude for the ex-
traordinary service that this loyal
daughter of North Carolina has ren-
dered to Louisiana and our country.

BECKY PUTENS

Mr. President, as many Senators
know, Becky Putens has been my per-
sonal secretary for the last 18 years.
While that is her title, it hardly does
justice to the multitude of roles that
she has had to play in that time. She
has been my gatekeeper, my scheduler,
my right-hand person; she keeps track
of where I need to be, arranges how I
will get there, and generally has acted
as a buffer between me and the enor-
mous number of outside demands on
my time and attention that go along

with being a Senator. Most of all,
though, Becky Putens is a fixer: she
takes care of problems, from the rou-
tine to the seemingly insurmountable,
with an aplomb and calmness that is
remarkable, and that has, in countless
large and small ways, made my time as
a Senator more effective, more effi-
cient, and generally more fun.

As my colleagues and her peers—a
group of Senators’ personal secretaries
who call themselves the Senior Babes—
can attest, the small area just outside
a Senator’s personal office often takes
on the aspect of Grand Central Station
at rush hour. Becky is the person who
keeps it all together and running
smoothly. Through it all, and maybe
because of it all, Becky displays a
sense of humor and a way with people
and with words that is legendary
among many of the longtime staff and
Senators. For someone in a position
that is always demanding and often
thankless, such an attitude and out-
look is almost a requirement, and for
me it has often served to make even
the most tiring and demanding days
and nights in the Senate bearable.

But, to me, the most fundamental as-
pect of Becky’s personality is her un-
questioning dedication. Whatever the
circumstances, however late or early,
on weekends or during vacations, if I
am there, Becky is there; if I am under
the gun, Becky is at my side. In short,
in a field of endeavor where loyalty is
an often-invoked but seldom-realized
ideal, Becky personifies it. I am grate-
ful for her service.

ERIC SILAGY

Mr. President, Eric Silagy has man-
aged to pack more achievements into
his brief career than any young man I
know. He came to my office in 1987,
fresh out of the University of Texas. In
less than 2 years, he was chief sched-
uler for a Senate campaign that was as
politically significant and hard fought
as any in this century. His intelligence,
good judgment and youthful energy
were important factors in our victory.
For the next 4 years, he served as my
legislative assistant while attending
Georgetown University Law School,
performing superbly in both capacities.
Since 1994, he has been my administra-
tive assistant and chief of staff.
Thanks to his excellent organizational
skills and his tact and good humor, it
is an office that has been a productive
workplace for a happy, hardworking,
and extremely talented staff.

Just as important to me as his skill
in running the office, however, has
been his remarkable political and pol-
icy judgment, which I rely upon in
making all the most crucial decisions
that come before me; and his extraor-
dinary effectiveness in getting the job
done, no matter what the odds against
it. Once a legislative goal has been tar-
geted, there is very little that can
stand in the way of Eric’s efforts to
achieve it. In short, while some divide
the world into thinkers and doers, Eric
Silagy manages to combine the best as-
pects of both. I want to express my

gratitude for his diligence and devo-
tion, and commend him for a job well
done.∑
f

VERMONT’S GREEN MOUNTAIN
POWER CORP. WINS DISTIN-
GUISHED AWARD

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I
would like to rise today in recognition
of the Green Mountain Power Corp.
Green Mountain Power [GMP] was re-
cently honored with the Edison Elec-
tric Institute Common Goals Special
Distinction Award for energy effi-
ciency.

Douglas Hyde, GMP president and
CEO, and a close friend of mine, was in
Washington to accept the award which
recognizes GMP’s work as a part of
EVermont. A public-private partner-
ship, EVermont was formed to test and
improve the winter performance of
electric vehicles, or EV’s. EV’s provide
clean, quiet, and environmentally
sound transportation. For this service,
we commend Green Mountain Power
and EVermont and congratulate them
on winning the EEI Common Goals
Award.∑
f

SATISFYING THE HUNGER FOR
READING

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, en-
couraging strong reading habits in
schoolchildren is a goal that we all
share. Reading skills are a core ele-
ment of the National Education Goals,
and literacy is the subject of a new
Presidential initiative.

To highlight the importance of read-
ing, I would like to take a brief mo-
ment to describe the achievements of
an innovative program at a very spe-
cial school in New Mexico that I be-
lieve captures what we should all be
trying to do to promote reading.

This fall, the lunch period at Dolores
Gonzales Elementary School in Albu-
querque will be satisfying a different
kind of appetite: A hunger for reading.
Thanks to their Join-a-School Part-
ners—Sunwest Bank, Bueno Foods, the
Albuquerque Zoological Park, and
community members—more than 50
students at Dolores Gonzales Elemen-
tary will have a partner to read with
under a pilot program which I helped
initiate at the school last spring.

The Read-Write-Now program pairs
an adult volunteer with a student from
Dolores Gonzales for reading. The pro-
gram has grown from a dozen or so vol-
unteers last spring to more than 50 this
fall. I commend principal Dora Ortiz
and her dedicated staff and teachers for
fostering the Read-Write-Now program
at their school.

I borrowed the idea from a similar
program which originated in New York
City. Volunteers pledge 1 lunch hour a
week for the entire semester to read
with the children. This one-on-one ap-
proach helps the children develop their
reading ability and love of books, as
well as make a new friend. It is impos-
sible to overestimate the value of this
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program because so much of one’s edu-
cational and personal success is built
on one’s ability to read.

If we are to be a nation of learners
and achievers, we have to first be a na-
tion of readers. A recent National Edu-
cational Goals Panel report indicated
that students in New Mexico and many
other States are not achieving in read-
ing comprehension as well as they need
to do in order to succeed in school and
work.

This initiative will help us improve,
and I would urge other businesses in
our communities in New Mexico and
around the Nation to initiate the Read-
Write-Now program at their partner
schools.∑

f

NATIONAL MARKET
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 1996

∑ Mr. D’AMATO. Mr. President, I am
very pleased that the Senate passed the
conference report to H.R. 3005, the Na-
tional Market Improvement Act of
1996, on Tuesday, November 1, 1996.
This bill is a critical piece of legisla-
tion that will streamline securities
regulation and provide important in-
vestor and consumer protections—
maintaining the preeminence of the
U.S. capital markets.

Section 102 of the bill will enable is-
suers whose securities are listed or au-
thorized for listing on the New York
Stock Exchange, the American Stock
Exchange, the National Market System
of the Nasdaq or a comparable ex-
change (or tier or segment thereof) to
register those securities only with the
Securities and Exchange Commission.
Those issuers would not have to reg-
ister their listed securities—or those
securities that have been authorized
for listing—with the 50 States.

The conferees intended for this provi-
sion to accord equal treatment to each
of the exchanges explicitly listed in the
statute (the New York Stock Ex-
change, the American Stock Exchange,
the National Market System of the
Nasdaq) as well as any other exchange
(or segment or tier thereof) with com-
parable listing standards.

The conferees are concerned, how-
ever, that a strict reading of the statu-
tory language may lead to the inter-
pretation that the conferees intended
the provision to accomplish something
different than absolute parity of treat-
ment among the eligible exchanges.
Mr. President, this is unequivocally
not the case.

In the future, I will seek to correct
the drafting error to avoid any ambigu-
ity in the statute. Pending that legisla-
tive fix, I take this opportunity to
make the record clear—the conferees
intended for issuers whose securities
are listed or authorized for listing on
the National Market System of the
Nasdaq to be exempt from State reg-
istration requirements under section
102 of H.R. 3005.∑

TRIBUTE TO DR. BILL WILEY
∑ Mr. JOHNSTON. Mr. President, I
have been privileged in my career in
the U.S. Senate, through my work on
the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee and on the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water
Development, to work with many of
the great scientific minds of this coun-
try. I rise today to pay tribute to one
of those scientists with whom I worked
especially closely and who was a long-
time close personal friend before his
death last summer.

Dr. Bill Wiley of the Battelle Memo-
rial Institute built a monumental ca-
reer and left a huge legacy first and
foremost because of his special gifts
and training as a fine scientist. His
achievements over his 30-year career
with Battelle, beginning as a staff re-
search scientist and ending with his po-
sition as vice president for Science and
Technology, contributed significantly
to this country’s scientific understand-
ing.

But I believe that the work for which
Bill Wiley should and will be best re-
membered is the concrete result of his
vision which is now nearing completion
on the banks of the Columbia River in
Richland, WA, the Environmental Mo-
lecular Sciences Laboratory (EMSL),
which will be the jewel of the Pacific
Northwest National Laboratory and
which may very well hold the key to
this country’s Herculean effort to the
cleanup of the Hanford Nuclear Res-
ervation and other, similar sites
around the country.

Armed only with this vision and his
irrepressible charm and enthusiasm,
Bill Wiley came to see me several years
ago to lay out his plans for EMSL, un-
daunted by skeptics who had told him
at every turn that it might be a good
idea, but the Congress was unlikely to
embrace such a costly project. I must
say that had it been anyone other than
Bill Wiley pushing the dream, the skep-
tics probably would have been right.
But Bill not only convinced me that it
was worth doing, he persuaded all the
other relevant players that not only
was it something we could do, but that
it was something a great nation should
not fail to do. I visited the EMSL facil-
ity in its late stages of construction
shortly before Bill’s death last sum-
mer. Anyone who ever harbored doubts
about the wisdom of this research facil-
ity should go have a look when it opens
its doors next month. It will be home
to America’s finest scientists employ-
ing the latest tools doing the best re-
search in the world today. And it is a
point of special pride to those of us
who were his friends that they will be
doing so in the building named in
memory of William R. Wiley.

This African-American son of an Ox-
ford, MS, cobbler served his Nation
well professionally and as a humani-
tarian who was never too busy in his
career to help the less fortunate who
were trying to work their way up the
ladder or merely to get to the first
rung of the ladder. I know many col-

leagues join me in expressing our con-
dolences to Bill’s loving wife Gus and
to his daughter Johari Wiley-Johnson
and in expressing our deep gratitude
for the paths that Bill Wiley charted
and the mark he left behind.∑
f

RECOGNITION OF KEVIN PRICE
∑ Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, before
the 104th Congress adjourns, I want to
take a moment of the Senate’s time to
thank someone who will be leaving my
office in a few weeks.

Four years ago, Kevin Price joined
my staff as a legislative assistant for
agriculture from Senator KERREY’s of-
fice, where he had served as a legisla-
tive correspondent. Kevin quickly es-
tablished himself as one of the hardest
working people on my staff. It seemed
like he was almost always one of the
first here in the morning and one of the
last to leave at night. And that was be-
fore serious preparation for the 1995
farm bill had even begun.

Kevin also was very successful at
reaching out to North Dakota farmers
and farm groups. Although he initially
had to overcome some skepticism be-
cause he was from the northwestern
Minnesota town of Steven, and not a
native of North Dakota, he soon earned
their trust, respect, and friendship
through his work for me on the 1993
budget, disaster assistance, grazing,
and many, many other issues.

At the same time, Kevin developed a
strong working relationship with other
staff on agriculture issues that made
him a persuasive actor in all of the
staff work that goes on behind the
scenes around here. His ties to both
Democrats and Republicans, House and
Senate staff, and key administration
players made him very effective at pro-
tecting the interests of North Dakota
farmers on myriad, small but often
very important, issues that are effec-
tively determined at the staff level.

For the past 3 years, Kevin immersed
himself in the details of the 1995 farm
bill to ensure that my priorities were
addressed. For North Dakota, the farm
bill is essential legislation. Its provi-
sions, in large part, determine my
State’s economic future. During con-
sideration of the farm bill, it is essen-
tial that I have accurate, timely infor-
mation and thoughtfully prepared op-
tions. I ask a lot of my staff.

Kevin came through—for me, and for
the people of North Dakota. He not
only worked incredibly long hours him-
self, he did a terrific job of coordinat-
ing the many other members of my
staff who also helped work on the farm
bill, and, despite the enormous pres-
sure that he must sometimes have felt,
Kevin was always a pleasure to be
around. Although I believe the overall
approach to farm policy taken by the
Republicans in the 1995 farm bill is
misguided and I could not support it, it
does contain numerous provisions that
will make an important difference for
North Dakota that would not be in the
bill had Kevin not worked so hard on
my behalf.
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