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charge, Senator PRYOR chaired the
hearings. | chaired when Republicans
were in charge. Our objective was never
lost, and the work moved forward. Our
commitment was always to the coura-
geous soldier in the field—the individ-
ual dependent on the weapon systems.

Another Senator with whom I've had
the pleasure of working closely is SAm
NUNN, one of the most honorable, fair
and bipartisan leaders I’ve known. SAM
and | have alternated between chairing
and serving as ranking minority mem-
ber on the Permanent Subcommittee
on Investigations since 1981. On many
occasions, our staffs worked together
on joint investigations.

We launched the first congressional
investigation identifying crack cocaine
as a significant drug problem. We in-
vestigated airline safety, and explored
the Justice Department’s handling of
the Jackie Presser ghostworkers issue.
Senator NUNN has been a staunch oppo-
nent of waste, fraud, and abuse, and he
has gained world renown as an expert
in matters of defense and foreign af-
fairs.

Most recently, he and | launched the
first investigation of Russian organized
crime activities in the United States,
continuing PSI's longstanding history
of being Congress’ primary organized
crime investigator.

I am also grateful to Senator NANCY
KasseBAUM and her leadership in
health care. NANCY is another one of
the profoundly thoughtful Senators
who serve as the catalyst for important
policies and laws. She was certainly a
catalyst in the effort to successfully
pass the medical savings account dem-
onstration program, as part of our ef-
fort to make health care more acces-
sible for Americans.

Another retiring Member of the Sen-
ate, after five terms in Senator MARK
HATFIELD, a man whose dedication to
principle has distinguished his career
in the State House as well as on Cap-
itol Hill. Among his many legislative
successes, I'm grateful for Senator
HATFIELD’s work on behalf of Amtrak,
as well as his objective analysis and
contributions to debates and initia-
tives through the years.

Likewise, HANK BROWN, and his rug-
ged, no-nonsense approach in promot-
ing a strong foreign policy and fiscal
responsibility. HANK and | have served
together on the North Atlantic Assem-
bly, and we have joined efforts to
strengthen the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization. His eloquence and clear
logic make him unusually effective and
a pleasure to work with—not to men-
tion his love for St. Bernards—another
devotion we share.

| appreciate BiLL COHEN, our distin-
guished senior Senator from Maine.
Senator COHEN is a noted novelist, a
poet. I've found many of his speeches
brilliantly enriching, especially a
speech he gave a few years ago about
the changing culture around us. BiLL
has been a dogged proponent of cutting
waste, fraud, and abuse on the Govern-
ment Affairs Committee, and he has
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been active in our efforts to understand
and build relationships of trust with
the nations of the Pacific. He will be
remembered not only for his work with
ASEAN, but for his efforts on behalf of
NATO, and his chairing of the Munich
Conference.

Finally, Mr. President, | want to rec-
ognize Senator ALAN SIMPSON, a good
friend and revered colleague. There are
few men who become legends in their
own time, but AL is certainly one of
them. His easy-going, affable manner
and ready wit were equal to his majes-
tic stature and trademark smile. There
hasn’t been a time when AL’s opened
his mouth to speak that | haven’t wait-
ed in anticipation for some new spar-
kling gem of wisdom, a witty turn of
phrase, or an outright joke.

AL taught us, as his mother taught
him, that humor is the irreplaceable
solace against the elements of life; ha-
tred corrodes the container it’s carried
in. With his humor, he could diffuse
even the most impassioned and tensely
difficult moments.

It was AL who, during one very dif-
ficult period—a period of some conten-
tion on this floor—told us of the suc-
cessful marriage philosophy he shares
with his wonderful wife, Ann. It was a
simple philosophy: ‘““Never go to bed
angry * * *” he said. ‘““Always stay up
and fight!”’

During another heated moment, in
the middle of the confirmation hear-
ings on Judge Robert Bork, AL re-
minded us, with his western charm, the
“Everyone’s entitled to their own opin-
ion, but not to their own facts.”

And it was AL who taught us how to
deal with the media. Once, when
pressed for his church preference, he
answered: ‘““Red brick!”’

Indeed, as the liberal commentator,
Mark Shields, has recognized, ‘AL
SIMPSON is a man of uncommon wis-
dom.”” With his retirement, he not only
leaves behind a rich legislative legacy,
and dear memories for friends, but a
reputation akin to that which attends
Will Rogers. | can only imagine that in
the years and decades ahead, AL, like
Mark Twain, Will Rogers, Winston
Churchill, and other great wits, will
come to inherit aphorisms and jokes
that he never told. But then, those of
us who know him, realize that he truly
deserves such an honor.

It has been my pleasure to serve with
Senators SIMPSON, COHEN, BROWN, HAT-
FIELD, KASSEBAUM, NUNN, PRYOR, and
HEFLIN—as well as with Senator SIMON,
who we saluted with our bowties last
week, Senator BENNETT JOHNSTON—
four successful terms from Louisiana,
Senator EXON, and Senator BRADLEY,
who I've had the pleasure of serving
with on the Finance Committee. And |
appreciate Senator PELL, another fine
leader who leaves a great legacy, both
at home and abroad. Mr. President, |
salute all those who are retiring this
year. Each has lived a life in deeds, not
words, and in their actions have writ-
ten their legacy on tablets of love and
memory.

October 2, 1996
CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-

TION—REAUTHORIZATION CON-
FERENCE REPORT
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs.

HUTCHISON). Under the previous order,
the Senate will now resume consider-
ation of the conference report accom-
panying H.R. 3539, which the clerk will
report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

Conference report to accompany H.R. 3539,
an act to amend title 49, United States Code,
to reauthorize programs for the Federal
Aviation Administration, and for other pur-
poses.

The Senate resumed consideration of
the conference report.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there shall be 3
hours for debate on the conference re-
port, with the time to be equally di-
vided between the two leaders.

Mr. STEVENS addressed the Chair.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.

Mr. STEVENS. Madam President, the
Senate now is going to continue its
work on the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration reauthorization bill.

TRIBUTE TO ADMINISTRATOR HINSON

As we start that, | want to take a
moment to pay tribute to that Agen-
cy’s leader, David Hinson.

As many Members of the Senate
know, Administrator Hinson will be
leaving his post later this year, and he
will return with his wife, Ursula, to
their home in Idaho.

I just called him Administrator
Hinson. That is tough for me to say be-
cause over the last years, those of us
who have worked with him always
called him David. He is a very ap-
proachable guy and one who we under-
stand. He comes from the West. In my
State, where aviation is very critical
and more than 75 percent of our com-
munities can be reached only by air,
David has become well known. He has
been to Alaska several times. He had to
cancel a recent visit with our air car-
riers because of the tragedy of TWA
Flight 800.

But he is continuing to work on solu-
tions to our problems, particularly the
problems that we are experiencing at
the Juneau International Airport. Two
critical departures have been revoked,
and David is working with safety per-
sonnel to try to find a way to make
those departures safe for travelers in
and out of our capital city.

As Administrator, Mr. Hinson has set
the FAA on a good course, working
with a very competent assistant and
associate administrator, Linda
Daschle. He has been able to urge Con-
gress to address the FAA’s future fund-
ing needs, and he has worked to im-
prove commuter airline safety and,
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with the help of Congress, has stream-
lined procurement rules within the
FAA.

He is someone | have found very in-
teresting, because in his younger years,
he flew in and out of my State as a
commercial airline pilot.

He was flying for the old Pacific
Northern Airlines. He knows what it
means to be involved in commercial
aviation. He knows the people who do
the flying. | think that is the most im-
portant thing.

The FAA people have a tough job.
When a plane crashes, we are all in-
clined to look for someone to blame.
Often the finger pointing begins with
the FAA itself. But the FAA'’s record of
ensuring safety for us in our skies is
unparalleled by any nation in the
world. We move in an enormous num-
ber of planes and passengers every day,
every week, every month, every year.

While no institution is perfect, and it
is very difficult for any administrator
to really get much of a hold on an en-
tity that has such a long tradition as
the FAA, David Hinson has worked
with his team to really promote im-
provements to safety.

I am one Senator who has urged Ad-
ministrator Hinson to stay on. But he
has had a call that | think very few
people can resist and that is from his
grandchildren, | understand, and his
wife and children. It is unfortunate
that we are going to lose David Hinson
as the Administrator of the FAA.

Madam President, he is honest,
straightforward, clear thinking, and he
deserves the thanks of the American
people for what he has done.

The FAA, under his leadership, has
brought about a great many innova-
tions. One to me as a pilot that | find
most interesting is the approach that
has been given by the FAA during this
period to utilizing new technology. He
has moved forward through the termi-
nal Doppler radar weather and Air
Force surface detection equipment and
brought us into the 21st century with a
whole series of new innovations.

But above all, one of the things that
has probably been the most startling
has been the FAA’s augmentation of
the GPS system to enhance navigation
signals throughout the United States.

The FAA’s approach will allow the
airlines to use GPS for precision ap-
proaches to airports even in bad weath-
er when vision is severely limited by
smog and bad conditions. They did the
initial design and procurement work on
the accelerated timetable, cutting at
least a year off the delivery schedule.
Early deployment of this system late
in this decade will save airlines hun-
dreds of millions of dollars annually
due to more precise routings and fuel
savings and increased airport effi-
ciency.

I myself took a trip just recently
with the GPS on a very small plane,
and by virtue of using the GPS, to-
gether with our navigation system, we
saved fuel, we saved time, and above
all, we flew a safer route.
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I think that the country ought to
really realize what has happened in
this period when David Hinson, a man
with a background in aviation, has
been the Administrator. He has
brought us a new FAA, an FAA that is
not afraid of competitiveness in the in-
dustry, who wants and understands
growth in the industry, and it has been
a period of time when even general
aviation has expanded and the costs to
general aviation have decreased.

It is now, | think, a challenge for
whoever takes his place to find a way
to really ensure that there will be a
continued place for general aviation in
our aviation programs in the United
States. Some people want to sort of
squeeze out the private jets, the pri-
vate aircraft, the small planes and be-
lieve that they are inefficient and
cause difficulty within the system.

That is not true, Madam President.
There is room in our Nation’s airline
and airways system for every type of
plane. | do believe that we will improve
on what Administrator David Hinson
has done to ensure that we have not
only the best and the most active, but
we have the safest transportation sys-
tem in the world.

I do very seriously commend him for
his actions. | wish him well. He has had
a very great impact on the bill that is
before us, Madam President, and has
continually visited all of us to assure
that we try to put aside differences
that we might have and get this bill
passed.

This bill, Madam President, contains
many vitally important aviation safety
and security provisions. No single pro-
vision is more important than title
VIl, which provides long overdue as-
sistance to the families of victims of
aviation disasters.

This provision absolutely must be
adopted. It is one of the provisions
where the survivors of victims of var-
ious aircrafts came to those of us on
the Commerce Committee and urged us
to have a hearing. We did have a hear-
ing. We readily discovered that the
families of victims of past air crashes
have suffered a great deal.

The most recent tragedies, of course,
involved ValuJet’'s flight 592, TWA'’s
flight 800. Those brought forward the
issue of the treatment of victims’ fami-
lies in the wake of aviation accidents.
More and more of these accidents in-
volve larger and larger jets, more peo-
ple and more difficult circumstances.

As | said last week at the Commerce
Committee hearing on the treatment of
victims’ families—I was pleased to be
there with the distinguished Senator
from South Dakota, Senator PRESSLER;
the hearing was held at his request. He
urged many of us to come and listen to
these people.

We heard from family members who
have lost loved ones in five aviation
disasters. These witnesses eloquently
shared their harrowing experiences.
Each witness urged us the same thing,
Madam President. That is my point for
speaking about this. They urged that
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we include House bill 3923, the Aviation
Disaster Family Assistance Act of 1996,
in the reauthorization conference re-
port.

After several hours of hearing, the
FAA reauthorization conferees met and
unanimously agreed to include H.R.
3923 in the compromise reauthorization
bill as the families have requested.

This provision will improve the noti-
fication of families, protect the
privacies of grieving families, improve
the overall treatment of family mem-
bers, and ensure family members have
better access to accident-related infor-
mation.

The family assistance title of this
FAA bill, which is being blocked here
now temporarily—Il hope just tempo-
rarily—will require the National
Transportation Safety Board to des-
ignate an NTSB, one of their own
Board employees, as the family advo-
cate for each commercial aviation dis-
aster—they will designate an independ-
ent organization, such as the Red
Cross, to coordinate care and support
of the families—and to coordinate the
recovery and identification of accident
victims, to brief families before press
briefings, and to—let me emphasize
that—to brief the families before they
brief the press. All of them said they
have a right to know before they hear
it on the television or over the radio or
read in a newspaper what has hap-
pened.

This is one of the key provisions of
this bill. It is one of the reasons the
bill must be passed this year. We can-
not wait until next year for that basic
change. It tells people involved, in as-
sembling information about these dis-
asters, to brief the families involved
first and inform the families of public
hearings on the accident and allow
those families to attend any public
hearings.

The family advocate created by this
legislation will assist grieving families
by acting as the point of contact with-
in the Federal Government for the fam-
ilies, acting as liaison between the
families and the airlines and obtaining
passenger manifests and providing
manifest information to families who
have requested it.

Madam President, | spoke to mem-
bers of the airline industry. They wel-
come this concept. They welcome hav-
ing someone who is known to be the
person in charge of information for
family information.

This family assistance provision in
this legislation will also require the
National Transportation Safety Board
to designate an agency, such as the
Red Cross, to assist grieving families,
as | said. That agency would coordi-
nate the care and support of families,
meet with families who come to the
scene and contact other families who
cannot, provide counseling for the fam-
ilies, ensure privacy of the families
from anyone, whether it is media or
lawyers, whomever it might be, com-
municate with families about the role
of Government and the agencies and
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airlines involved, and arrange for suit-
able memorial services when possible,
obtain the passenger list, and use it to
provide information to the families,
and use the airlines’ resources and per-
sonnel to the extent practical.

Now, this family assistance provi-
sion, Madam President, would require
airlines to take a number of steps to
compassionately work with families of
aviation tragedies. Airlines would be
required to publicize a reliable toll-free
number and provide staff to handle
calls from families, to notify families
as soon as possible of the fate of their
loved ones, in person if practical, using
suitably trained individuals to give out
that information, provide the pas-
senger list to the NTSB family advo-
cate and to the Red Cross immediately.
Even if the names on the list have not
been verified, they must start imme-
diately working with the NTSB and the
Red Cross.

Further, they must consult with fam-
ilies before disposing of the remains
and personal effects of the passengers,
and return the passengers’ possessions
to the family, retaining all unclaimed
possessions for 2 years. In other words,
they must keep them 2 years in order
that family members who may finally
get information about their loved one
could reclaim possession for up to 2
years.

They must consult with the families
about any monument for the accident
and treat the families of nonrevenue
passengers and victims on the ground
the same as any other people involved.
Finally, they are directed to work with
the Red Cross to improve the treat-
ment of families.

Madam President, these compas-
sionate and comprehensive measures to
assist families of aviation disaster vic-
tims are now in this bill. If the bill is
changed in any way, and fails, it will
be at least another year before we get
back to this point. The pleas of fami-
lies who very much want to ensure that
families of victims of future aviation
disasters are treated better than they
were will be ignored if this bill is not
approved at this session.

| think it is absolutely necessary for
us to approve this conference report.

Madam President, |1 ask unanimous
consent to have printed in the RECORD
excerpts of statements and testimony
of victims and their families that real-
ly moved the committee.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION
TESTIMONY OF RICHARD P. KESSLER, JR., HUS-

BAND OF KATHLEEN PARKER KESSLER, A PAS-

SENGER ON VALUJET FLIGHT 592

My name is Richard P. Kessler, Jr., a citi-
zen of the United States and the husband of
Kathleen Parker Kessler, a passenger on
ValuJdet Flight 592, who was killed on May
11, 1996, when Flight 592 crashed into the Ev-
erglades near Miami. | am also a practicing
attorney in Atlanta. As | stated, | am a citi-
zen of the United States, but the laws of the
United States did not protect me, my daugh-
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ter or the families of the other passenger vic-
tims.

It has been over four months since the
crash, it doesn’t seem that long. During the
first two months following the crash, | wit-
nessed the best and the worst of human be-
havior. The best of human behavior was dem-
onstrated by the people of Miami; the fed-
eral, state and city agencies who assisted the
families of the victims and conducted the
search for the remains of the victims; the
volunteers; the counselors; and especially
one volunteer, Victoria Cummock, a victim’s
advocate and President of Families of PAN-
AM 103 Lockerbie. The worst of human be-
havior was demonstrated by members of the
press, the electronic media, and the members
of my legal profession.

* * * * *

I urge the Senate to introduce and pass a
Bill exactly like HR 3932 that has passed the
House and attach amendments that provide
for pilot vision equipment, passenger smoke
protection and smoke detectors and fire ex-
tinguishers. I am told that pilot vision cost
per ticket is less than one cent; passenger
smoke protection is less than five cents per
ticket and penny or two for smoke detectors.
Given this cost which is recouped from the
flying public, how can ValuJet or any other
airline be allowed to fly citizens of the Unit-
ed States without outfitting their planes
with such equipment that is available in the
marketplace?

I am dedicating the next two years of my
life to help bring about better treatment of
families of victims and the change of the
paradigm that is used in these personal in-
jury disasters. My wife died on Flight 592,
but she is in Heaven, | know, because she had
God give me two signs that were witnessed
by other people. As a trial lawyer she would
want the paradigm that we now employ in
these disasters to be changed to protect the
interests of all parties.

I do not want the families of the victims of
the next airline crash to endure the emo-
tional rape that we had to endure following
the crash of Flight 592. The next victim
could be your wife, daughter, son or parents.
TESTIMONY OF KENDRA ST. CHARLES, OF USAIR

#405

Chairman Pressler, it is with great pleas-
ure that | appear before you and your fellow
colleagues today. Hopefully, we can change
the way families are treated after an airline
disaster by enabling the NTSB to designate
an independent nonprofit organization (like
the Red Cross with professionally trained
grief and disaster counselors) to give care
and support during this horrific time. A key
provision in the House Bill.

On March 22, 1992, | was a passenger aboard
USAIr #405. We had been delayed at New
York’s LaGuardia Airport as a snowstorm
had begun. As we sat on the runway, | looked
out the window watching the snow continue
to fall and assured myself that ‘““they’” would
never let us attempt to take off if it were not
safe.

After a thirty-five minute delay, we were
finally cleared for take off. Moments after
we were in the air, the plane went violently
out of control, cart wheeling down the run-
way crashing upside down with part of it in
Flushing Bay. | survived the impact and sub-
sequent explosion, | survived being projected
through a fireball and landing in Flushing
Bay. | survived nearly drowning, as my seat
belt held me under the water. | unbuckled it
and was able to wade through the fiery wa-
ters, not unlike the scene from TWA 800, to
make my way to shore. I was one of the
lucky ones. | had survived a living hell, but
it did not prepare me for the treatment | was
about to experience from the airline and in-
surance company.
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Unconscious and barely clothed (my
clothes had been ripped off during impact) |
was taken to a hospital with no means of
identification. As | was fighting for my life,
my sixteen year old daughter was at home
watching television waiting for me to return
home. Suddenly the Sunday night movie was
interrupted by a report of an airplane crash.
Her worst fear was about to come true. She
immediately called the 800 number that was
flashed on the screen. It was busy. All alone
she sat motionless in disbelief watching the
media coverage of the crash she feared | was
on. Rescue workers were shown pulling body
bags from the wreckage. Still she was not
able to get through to receive any kind of in-
formation. As my family arrived at my home
to support my daughter, they too met with
the frustration of not being able to receive
any confirmation by either the 800 number
or USAIr directly. Finally, out of despera-
tion, my brother drove to the airport in a
blizzard to confirm that | was aboard the
doomed flight.

In the hospital the doctors were unsure if
I would live. | was hooked up to a respirator
that forced oxygen into my punctured and
burnt lungs for three days. | spent three
weeks in the burn unit until | able to return
home. During my hospital stay the person
that | was to rely on for assistance and to
help coordinate my needs as well as my fami-
ly’s needs was an untrained USAir ticket
agent whose main concern was to find any
pre-existing conditions that I might have for
the purpose of future litigation. To expect
that the same people who had almost killed
me were now going to be my caretakers was
very confusing. Not only were they not
trained for any kind of crisis intervention,
but there was a direct conflict of interest.
They were more interested in what kind of
disability insurance I might have—to know
how long | could afford to live without an in-
come. In other words, how desperate | was to
settle any damage claim.

My physical and emotional recovery con-
tinued for several years. During that time |
was under the care of doctors and physical
therapists whose services were to be paid for
by the insurance carrier. Several months
would pass without any kind of payment.
Clearly the airline was attempting to put
pressure on me in any way that they could.
| soon realized that once the media stopped
filming the ‘‘sympathetic airline officials”
that they were actually more like a brand of
angry pit bulls waiting to attack the victim
for a second time.

Unfortunately, | have witnessed this same
inhumane treatment of families by the air-
line in other aviation disasters. USAir 427-
American Eagle 4184-Valu Jet 59—and now
TWA 800. The need for change is long over-
due. There will be another snowstorm. There
will be another delay—whether it be at
LaGuardia or another airport. Regretfully,
there will be another crash. | implore you to
act now before another family suffers the
horror that mine did. Our children deserve
better, we the people deserve better.

Thank you for your consideration.
TESTIMONY OF VICTORIA CUMMOCK, PRESIDENT,

FAMILIES OF PAN AM 103/LOCKERBIE

My name is Victoria Cummock. Today, I
have come to present testimony as the
widow of John Cummock, a 38 yr. old pas-
senger who died along with 269 people, during
the terrorist bombing of Pan Am 103 over
Lockerbie, Scotland. | have also come here
to present testimony as President of Fami-
lies of Pan Am 103/Lockerbie and as ‘‘a long
time observer’” and victims advocate having
been involved in disaster response work over
the past 8 years and most recently with the
families of TWA 800, Valujet 592 and the
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Oklahoma City bombing. Although, I am a
Commissioner on the White House Commis-
sion on Aviation Safety & Security, which
was formed on July 25 by President Clinton
and is Chaired by Vice President Gore, please
note that my testimony here today does not
reflect the views of the White House Com-
mission.
* * * * *

Over the past year the House Aviation
Sub-Committee has worked very closely
with families of numerous air disasters.
After holding various hearings, legislation
was drafted to specifically address these is-
sues. HR 3923 embodies what air disaster vic-
tims families have cried out for, time and
time again . . . for years. It provides families
of air disaster victims, the same quality of
professional disaster care, currently given to
all Americans during all other types of disas-
ters, whether natural or man made. This leg-
islation expands the role of the NTSB by
placing the NTSB in the lead coordinating
role, to manage all aspects air-disaster re-
sponse and victims’ family care.

HR 3923 enables the NTSB to designate an
independent nonprofit disaster organization
(like the Red Cross, with certified grief coun-
selors and disaster professionals to care for
the families). This will insure humane and
uniform treatment, by providing a profes-
sional disaster response thus avoiding future
mis-handling, conflicts of interest or abuse
of authority by airlines. We strongly support
this change and respectfully ask the Senate
to adopt the House language and pass this
legislation on to the President desk to sign.
More planes will go down for different rea-
sons. Let’s not wait for another disaster be-
fore we implement this change.

* * * * *

STATEMENT OF DARIO J. CREMADES, FLIGHT 800

Good morning Mr. Chairman and Members
of the Committee. | wish to thank you for al-
lowing me to present my views on S.R. 253
and H.R. 3923, the Aviation Disaster Family
Assistance Act of 1996. Although the testi-
mony | am presenting are my personal views,
they are shared by many other families of
victims of flight 800.

In spite of all the ink that has flown since
TWA flight 800 exploded and fell into the At-
lantic, these are things that have remained
unsaid and which deserve to be told. Because
the wounds that this disaster has left in its
victims will only heal if adequate measures
are taken to prevent it from ever happening
again.

Our story really started on the eve of July
17th, 1996 when, after having supper, we sat
to watch television in our apartment’s living
room in Manhattan. The scheduled programs
were interrupted by news briefs, informing
us that an accident had occurred at about 8
pm, off the coast of Long Island shortly after
the plane departed from JFK. Our mood was
somber and concerned about the tragedy,
keeping in the back of our minds the depar-
ture of our nephew Daniel, 15 years of age,
bound for Paris that same evening.

* * * * *

In light of the prior statement, our family
feels H.R. 3923 and S.R. 253 combined and ex-
panded reflect the needs of the families of
TWA flight 800 and tries to correct some of
the issues presented in this testimony and
we support its implementation into law. But
we also propose the following specific rec-
ommendations to consider.

HANS EPHRAIMSON, FAMILIES OF KOREAN
AIRLINES 007

Mr. Chairman: Your initiative to hold a
Hearing on air crash passenger issues at
short notice is welcomed. We thank your
Committee and its hard working staff.

We endorse H.R. 3923 as passed by the
House of Representatives and regret not to
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have had the opportunity to participate in
the legislation contemplated by the Senate,
hoping that the issues, that have to be ur-
gently addressed in the wake of the TWA 800
tragedy be incorporated in the forthcoming
legislation.

Mr. STEVENS. For instance, Kendra
St. Charles, who was a passenger
aboard the USAIir flight 405 appeared
before us, just an incredible statement
concerning her personal survival from
that crash. She was taken unconscious
and barely clothed to a hospital, and
had no means of identification. She
found her 16-year-old daughter was at
home watching television and had the
Sunday night movie interrupted with a
report of the airplane crash. When she
called the 800 number that flashed on
the screen, she had no way to find out
what was going on.

She said, ‘“Hopefully, we can change
the way families are treated after an
airline disaster by enabling the NTSB
to designate an independent nonprofit
organization—like the Red Cross, with
professionally trained grief and disas-
ter counselors—to give care and sup-
port during this horrific time.”

I commend to all the testimony of
Kendra St. Charles.

We heard from Victoria Cummock, a
dedicated woman whose husband was a
survivor of the Pan Am 103 Lockerbie
disaster. She has been responsible for
working with various people through-
out the country to try and urge a dif-
ferent way of dealing with the survi-
vors of victims of air disasters. She
specifically came to our committee and
urged we look at H.R. 3923. She said,
this ““embodies what air disaster vic-
tims have cried out for time and time
again * * * for years. It provides fami-
lies of air disaster victims the same
quality of professional disaster care
currently given to all Americans dur-
ing other types of disasters, whether
natural or manmade.”

She made a great impression on me.
We should all thank her for the work
she has done to bring about the Coali-
tion of Families of Aircraft Disasters.

We also heard from Richard Kessler,
Jr., who was the husband of Kathleen
Parker Kessler who was a passenger on
ValuJet flight 592. He came to us on
the Commerce Committee and made
this statement:

I urge the Senate to introduce and pass a
bill exactly like H.R. 3932 that has passed the
House, and attach amendments that provide
for pilot vision equipment, passenger smoke
protection and smoke detectors, and fire ex-
tinguishers.

We did not have the time to do that
because of the situation that existed at
the end of Congress, but we have adopt-
ed that bill, H.R. 3932, as an amend-
ment to this conference report. It is in
this bill.

We also heard from Dario Cremades.
He appeared with regard to the treat-
ment of families of aviation disaster
victims. He particularly referred to the
TWA flight 800. He had some very dif-
ficult problems. I commend his state-
ment, likewise. He said:

In light of the prior statements, our family
feels H.R. 3923 combined and expanded re-
flects the needs of families of TWA Flight 800
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and tries to correct some of the issues pre-
sented in his testimony.

He urged us to support that House
bill.

Lastly, Hans Ephraimson-Abt is one
of the members of the families of the
Korean Airline 007 disaster, an aircraft
that took off from my home city, 