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So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 393, I was inadvertently detained and
missed the rollcall vote. Had I been present, I
would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
393, I am advised I was not recorded as vot-
ing. Since I was present on the floor, I do not
know why. Had I been recorded, I would have
voted ‘‘aye.’’
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
393, I was attending a committee markup.
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’
f

MAKING IN ORDER AT ANY TIME
CONSIDERATION OF CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3517,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 1997, AND
CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R.
3845, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 1997

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that it be in
order at any time to consider con-
ference reports to accompany the bills
H.R. 3517 and 3845, that all points of
order against both conference reports
and against their consideration be
waived, and that both conference re-
ports be considered as read when called
up.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEY). Is there objection to the request
of the gentlewoman from Navada?

There was no objection.

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3517,
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 1997

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to the previous order of the
House, I call up the converence report
on the bill (H.R. 3517) making appro-
priations for military construction,
family housing, and base realignment
and closure for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1997, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of today,
the conference report is considered as
having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
Tuesday, July 30, 1996, at page H8958.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Nevada [Mrs. VUCANO-
VICH] and the gentlemen from North
Carolina [Mr. HEFNER] each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Nevada [Mrs. VUCANO-
VICH].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 3517, and that I may in-
clude tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Nevada?

There was no objection.
Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, The conference report
we present to the House today for mili-
tary construction, family housing, and
base closure recommends a total appro-
priation of $9.9 billion. This represents
a $1.2 billion, or 10-percent, decrease
from last year. The conference report
is $50 million below the House-passed
level and is within the subcommittee’s
revised 602(b) allocation.

Mr. Speaker, the House conferees had
more than 200 differences to resolve,
representing over $1 billion. We have
done so in an equitable manner. At the
same time, we held to our priorities
and provided an additional $195 million
for troop housing and $271 million for
family housing above the President’s
request.

Overall, the agreement recommends
$4 billion for items related to family
housing; $2.5 billion for the implemen-
tation of base realignments and clo-
sures; and $3.2 billion for military con-
struction.

Mr. Speaker, the projects to be im-
plemented with this appropriation are
still subject to authorization. We have
worked closely with the National Secu-
rity Committee in crafting this bill.
This cooperation has been invaluable
and I understand they support this
agreement.
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As always, I want to express my ap-

preciation to all members of the sub-
committee and especially our ranking
member, Mr. HEFNER, for this coopera-
tion in crafting this agreement. It has

been done in a bipartisan manner and
is an equitable compromise.

This bill represents an investment
program that has significant payback
in economic terms and in better living
and working conditions for our mili-

tary personnel and their families. I
urge my colleagues to support this con-
ference report.

Mr. Speaker, I include the following
material for the RECORD:
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Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I

reserve the balance of my time.
I rise today in support of the military con-

struction appropriations conference report,
which was signed by all the conferees, and
has strong bipartisan support.

I also want to compliment the distinguished
chairwoman of the Military Construction Sub-
committee for her fine work. Mrs. VUCANOVICH
has worked hard to produce a good bill that
responds to needs of our service men and
women, and she has done so in a bipartisan
fashion. She will be missed on both sides of
the aisle. Our service people and their families
will also miss Mrs. VUCANOVICH, who worked
so very hard for their well being.

The bill contains almost $10 billion in total
funding and responds to the highest priority
requirements of the Joint Chiefs and adminis-
tration.

There has been a significant reduction in
funds for military housing with all the base clo-
sures, bottom up reviews and 5-year plans. I
am very pleased that the conference agree-
ment continues our bipartisan effort to address
the quality-of-life issues for both enlisted per-
sonnel and families of military members, in-
cluding facilities in North Carolina. It may not
seem that glamorous to fund barracks, family
housing and child care centers, but if you
have had any exposure to the military way of
life, you know that providing a decent place to
live is an important factor in military readiness.

This bill also takes care of many other criti-
cal needs of the Department including the
base closure construction and clean-up re-
quirements, critically needed medical facilities,
major new homeporting facilities and other
operational upgrades. I’m pleased to see the
report includes funding for both a hospital and
a clinic badly needed at Fort Bragg, as well as
completing an important land acquisition there.

It is an excellent bill and I urge all Members
to support this bipartisan conference report.

Mr. HEFNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a very good bill.
We are happy with the end product
that we have here. I would just like to
take this time to tell the gentlewoman
from Nevada [Mrs. VUCANOVICH], the
chairman, that we are going to miss
her in this body and congratulate her
and the staff on a job well done on this
military construction bill. It is a very
good bill. It enhances the quality of
life for our military personnel.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Maryland [Mr. HOYER].

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me this
time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to rise as well
and express my admiration and respect
for the gentlewoman from Nevada
[Mrs. VUCANOVICH], the chairman of
this subcommittee. She has done an
outstanding job both as a member of
the Subcommittee on Military Con-
struction of the Committee on Appro-
priations, and as chairman of that sub-
committee. I had the privilege of serv-
ing with her as a member of that sub-
committee for a number of years. Her
leaving the House will be a loss not
only to the House, but to the men and
women of the Armed Services for whom

she has done a great deal in terms of
quality of life and in terms of assuring
ourselves that from a military infra-
structure standpoint we have facilities
that are adequate not only to protect
the quality of life for our men and
women in the Armed Services, but also
to protect our readiness.

I wanted to rise, Mr. Speaker, and
pay tribute to her. This will be prob-
ably the last time, at least in terms of
a sole bill, and hopefully this bill is
going to be signed relatively soon, that
she will be presenting this legislation.
As one who has had the opportunity to
work with her, she has been a credit to
this institution and a credit to her
State and a credit to our country.

I also want to say, of course, that the
gentleman from North Carolina, BILL
HEFNER, the ranking member, who has
been the chairman of this committee,
worked very closely with the gentle-
woman from Nevada [Mrs. VUCANOVICH]
himself, is someone who has been a
leader on behalf of the quality of life of
our men and women in the Armed
Services. I rise in strong support of
this legislation and congratulate both
the chairman and the ranking member
on their leadership in this effort.

Mr. BLILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3517, the military con-
struction appropriation conference report. I
want to especially commend chairwoman
VUCANOVICH for the good work, and to let her
know that this House will sorely miss her.

Contained in the conference report is fund-
ing which will allow the army to finish the plan-
ning and design work, and to purchase the
land for the construction of a new national
ground intelligence center (NGIC) in Char-
lottesville, VA.

The NGIC’s mission is to produce scientific,
technical and general military intelligence on
foreign ground forces. The NGIC currently oc-
cupies six geographically separate buildings in
Charlottesville. By all accounts, these facilities
are woefully inadequate to fulfill the NGIC’s
vital mission. In 1986, an army corps of engi-
neers facility requirement review concluded
that the Charlottesville facilities ‘‘are grossly
inadequate in virtually every parameter meas-
ured.’’

There are critical management inefficiencies
and costs associated with operating an intel-
ligence organization spread out over six loca-
tions. In addition, the main building in down-
town Charlottesville has serious structural and
environmental safety shortcomings, as well as
electric power and mechanical deficiencies.

For many years, the army has been working
to build a suitable facility to house the NGIC.
A number of studies—including the BRACC—
have determined that relocation of the NGIC
outside of Charlottesville is neither operation-
ally nor economically feasible.

Once again, I applaud chairman Vucanovich
for her leadership is helping to give the NGIC
the facility that it so urgently needs.

Mr. FAZIO of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in support of the Military Construction Appro-
priations Conference Report for fiscal year
1997. I would like to thank the chairwoman of
this committee, BARBARA VUCANOVICH, who
has once again moved this bill swiftly through
the Appropriations Committee and the con-
ference committee, and I am sad to say will

be doing it for the last time. I want to wish her
well and would like to personally thank her for
the service that she has provided to this im-
portant subcommittee and this institution. I
would also like to thank the ranking member
of the Subcommittee, BILL HEFNER, for his
help and assistance in bringing this legislation
to the floor.

This bill provides nearly $10 billion in fiscal
year 1997 for military construction, family
housing and military base closures. This bill
continues this House’s commitment to funding
initiatives that upgrade the quality of life for
the men and women of the armed forces and
their families.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to highlight a few
important projects in the bill that are important
to the Air Force bases in my district.

The first project is the ongoing renovation of
the dormitories at Travis AFB. This bill pro-
vides funding for one dormitory scheduled for
construction this year, and funding to speed
up construction of a second dorm at Travis.
Additionally, this bill includes $8.63 million for
the construction of 70 multi-family housing
units for enlisted personnel stationed at Travis.
This project goes a long way to improve Trav-
is’ housing situation. The construction of the
dormitories are part of a base-wide project to
upgrade and improve base housing in order to
meet Air Force requirements.

This bill also provides funds to replace Trav-
is’ underground fueling system. The system
was designed to provide a quick and efficient
way to refuel two jets at one time. Travis cur-
rently relies on an underground system from
the 1950’s, which often fails because of elec-
trical shorts which occur after rainstorms. The
new fuel system is safer and more efficient
than the fuel trucks on the runway. It will also
put an end to the occasional leaks which are
so bad for the environment.

These upgrades are a clear sign that Travis
is, and will remain, vital to Air Mobility Com-
mand’s mission.

Mr. Speaker, this bill also provides for three
projects at Beale AFB: the closure of Landfill
No. 2, the CARS Deployable Ground Station
Support Facility and 56 units of family hous-
ing.

Funding for the closure of Landfill No. 2 will
allow the base to comply with California stand-
ards governing landfills. Currently, Beale is out
of compliance with California law.

The bill also will provide for the construction
of a new home for the Contingency Airborne
Reconnaissance System [CARS] Deployable
Ground Station [DGS]. The DGS is an impor-
tant mission that provides Air Force command-
ers with a satellite downlink that provides criti-
cal information from the battlefield. The current
facility is stationed in mobile trailers and is un-
able to adequately support this mission. Fail-
ure to provide adequate support for this func-
tion would significantly degrade CARS oper-
ational capability to provide theater command-
ers worldwide with dynamic, responsive intel-
ligence support for battlefield management
and execution.

Finally, funding is provided for 56 family
housing units on base. Funding for the 56
units of family housing at Beale is the second
phase of a multi-year plan to eventually re-
place 1,700 family housing units on base. The
new housing will significantly improve the
quality of life for those stationed on base. Cur-
rent housing facilities are substandard and are
in need of being replaced.
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Mr. Speaker, each of the initiatives I have

outlined will help maintain Travis AFB and
Beale AFB as critical defense assets and as
integral parts of their respective communities.
The projects that I have indicated are impor-
tant to the ongoing missions at each base.

In closing, I want to reiterate my support for
this important bill that provides for the quality
of life for our troops and is vitally important to
maintaining military readiness.

Mr. HEFNER. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. VUCANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I
appreciate the kind words from the
gentleman from Maryland. It has been
a great honor to serve this body and to
carry this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HAYWORTH). Without objection, the
previous question is ordered on the
conference report.

There was no objection.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

question is on the conference report.
Pursuant to the provisions of clause 7

of rule XV, the yeas and nays are or-
dered.

Pursuant to clause 5, rule I, further
proceedings on this question are post-
poned until the end of consideration of
the conference report on the bill, H.R.
3845.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3845,
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 1997

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, I
call up the conference report on the
bill (H.R. 3845) making appropriations
for the government of the District of
Columbia and other activities charge-
able in whole or in part against the
revenues of said District for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 1997, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the order of the House of today,
the conference report is considered as
having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see proceedings of the House of
earlier today.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. WALSH]
and the gentleman from California [Mr.
DIXON] each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. WALSH].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the conference report to ac-
company H.R. 3845, and that I may in-
clude tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, i yield my-

self such time as I may consume.
(Mr. WALSH asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, I will be
very brief. The conference agreement
we bring to the House this evening is
essentially the same bill that was
passed by this House 2 weeks ago. Our
conference agreement includes $719
million in Federal funds and is within
our 602(b) allocation in both budget au-
thority and outlays. In District funds,
we retain the ceiling of $5.108 billion on
total operating expenses, and we were
successful in getting a deficit cap re-
duced to $74 million instead of $99 mil-
lion, as proposed by the consensus in
the Senate bill.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
members of the subcommittee for their
hard work. This is a good conference
agreement. I urge the Members to sup-
port it.

Mr. Speaker, this evening we have before
the House the conference agreement on H.R.
3845, the District of Columbia Appropriations
Act for fiscal year 1997. It is essentially the
same bill that was passed by this House 2
weeks ago with a few exceptions that I will
highlight in a moment.

Our conference agreement includes $719
million in federal funds and is within our
602(b) allocation in both budget authority and
outlays.

In Federal funds, the $719 million agreed to
by the conferees is $1 million above the
amounts recommended in the bill as passed
by the House and Senate. The efforts of the
gentleman from California [Mr. DIXON], the
ranking member on our subcommittee, re-
sulted in this $1 million being added to our bill
for the control board to contract with private
entities to inspect, flush, and repair the drink-
ing water distribution system in the District.
There is a strong Federal interest in assuring
that those who visit, live, and work in the Na-
tion’s Capital have safe water to drink.

In District funds, we retain the ceiling of
$5.108 billion on total operating expenses for
fiscal year 1997, and we were successful in
getting the deficit cap reduced to $74 million
instead of $99 million as proposed in the con-
sensus budget and the Senate bill.

Mr. Speaker, there are four items I want to
mention briefly.

First, on the abortion issue, the Senate re-
ceded to the House language that no appro-
priated funds, Federal or local, are available
for abortions except to save the mother’s life,
or in cases of rape or incest.

Regarding the domestic partners provision,
the House language was agreed to by the
conferees and provides that no funds, Federal
or local, are to be used for a registration sys-
tem or to implement or enforce the District’s
Domestic Partners Act.

Mr. Speaker, our subcommittee is con-
cerned about deficit spending by the District
government and borrowing long term to fi-
nance those deficits. We are urging the
Mayor, the Council, and the control board to
hold spending to the level of revenues col-
lected. The District cannot spend its way to
prosperity; nor can it borrow its way to pros-
perity.

And lastly, we have included an important
provision regarding the Chief Financial Officer.
Language in section 142 makes clear that all
financial personnel in the executive branch of
the District government, including all inde-
pendent agencies and excluding the legislative
and judicial branches, are under the exclusive
control of the CFO. The CFO is making
progress. It has been reported that the time
delay in making vendor payments has been
reduced from months to between 30 to 45
days. This is good progress.

I would like to thank the members of the
sbucommittee for their hard work on this bill—
the gentleman from Texas [Mr. BONILLA], the
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. KINGSTON], the
gentleman from New Jersey [Mr.
FRELINGHUYSEN], the gentleman from Wiscon-
sin [Mr. NEUMANN], the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi [Mr. PARKER], the gentleman from
California [Mr. DIXON], the ranking member on
our subcommittee and my predecessor as
subcommittee chairman, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. SERRANO], the gentlelady from
Ohio [Ms. KAPTUR], and the ranking member
of the committee, the gentleman from Wiscon-
sin [Mr. OBEY].

I want to especially thank the full committee
chairman, the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr.
LIVINGSTON], for his extraordinary efforts on
this bill. He took time to participate in our
markups and meetings while still tending to
other important appropriations matters.

Each of these Members is to be com-
mended. I also want to thank the House and
Senate staff as well as my personal staff for
their hard work.

Mr. Speaker, at this point in the RECORD, I
will insert a tabulation summarizing the con-
ference action.

[The tabulation referred to follows:]
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