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Well, Presidents have vetoed bills

throughout history, Washington, Lin-
coln, Jefferson, and Roosevelt. But
what is different this time is not that
the President vetoes bills but that this
is the first Congress and only one
House of this Congress because Senator
DOLE is not going along that says, if
the President does not sign every bill
we pass, we are shutting down the Gov-
ernment. That is a disgrace. It is a dis-
grace to all Americans, particularly
those affected by this horrible shut-
down.
f

SPEAKING OF DOUBLESPEAK

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker,
speaking of Orwellian doublespeak, to
hear my friends from New York talk
about Washington and Jefferson and
Lincoln and mention the current occu-
pant of 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in
the same breath is truly astounding.

My colleagues, once you get past the
politics of victimization, the debate is
about this: Why is $12 trillion over the
next 7 years not enough? Why should
the children being born today pay over
$185,000 in interest on the debt if we
fail to act? My friend from New York
indicts this majority in Congress be-
cause he would rather go back to busi-
ness as usual, to the 40 years that gave
us this mind-boggling debt, to just con-
tinuing on with spend and spend and
tax and spend some more.

Mr. Speaker, the American people de-
serve better. I am proud to stand up for
the people.
f

THE GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN,
DAY 20

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today is
day 20 of the Government shutdown.
The fault lies entirely with the House
Republican leadership.

Yesterday there was an opportunity
or there would have been an oppor-
tunity because the Senate sent over a
continuing resolution to allow the Gov-
ernment to operate once again. But
Speaker GINGRICH and the House Re-
publican leadership would not bring
the resolution up. There are 198 Demo-
crats on our side that are prepared to
vote to keep the Government operat-
ing. We only need 20 Republicans in
order to accomplish the goal of reach-
ing 218 and opening up this Govern-
ment again.

My understanding is that in the
House Republican conference there are
enough votes to do that. But the
Speaker, Speaker GINGRICH, and the
House Republican leadership will not
allow a vote to come to the floor. In-
stead, we understand today they want
to bring up a resolution that would
allow them to recess this House for 2 or

3 weeks until January 23 and the Gov-
ernment would be shut down that en-
tire time. I say no to that motion to
recess. Let us stay here and let us get
this Government going again.
f

REPUBLICANS DO NOT HOLD THE
KEYS

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, the
President seems to think that House
Republicans are keeping the Govern-
ment shut down. I must say, as a House
Republican that is news to me.

You see the Government’s front door
has got a big old deadbolt on it. Repub-
licans managed to open the door when
we passed the Balanced Budget Act of
1995. President Clinton slammed the
door shut and locked it tight when he
vetoed the Balanced Budget Act.

Now, Mr. Speaker, here is my
keychain. None of my keys will open
the Government. I checked around
with some of my colleagues. None of
their keys will open the Government
either. As it turns out, when the Presi-
dent vetoed the Balanced Budget Act,
he did not just shut the door, he
changed the lock.

Mr. Speaker, we do not hold the
keys. The President does. There is only
one way the Government is going to
open back up, and that is when the
President of the United States agrees
to a plan that balances the budget in 7
years and uses honest numbers.
f

KUWAIT AND CHINA

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, in
1991, America went to war. America
went to the front lines to free Kuwait
from Iraqi occupation. America spent
over $75 billion. American troops died
in the gulf. American troops still suffer
from that war disease.

After all that, ladies and gentlemen,
let us talk some business. Kuwait just
awarded China, that is right, China, a
$391 million contract to build two oil
gathering projects. Now, if that is not
enough to change the oil filter, folks,
Kuwait did not even consider American
bids. Think about it. After good old
Uncle Sam saved their assets, put our
young people’s lives on the lines,
quoting news reports, Kuwait did not
even consider American bids. Beam me
up. With a foreign policy like this, it is
a wonder we have any budget to bal-
ance.
f

TRAVELGATE

(Mr. CHABOT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, for 2 long
years, Mr. Speaker, a career public

servant has been targeted, smeared,
and ultimately prosecuted, all the news
suggested, as part of a political cover-
up designed to justify the Travelgate
firings and the transfer of White House
business to political cronies. Thank
God for the jury system which acquit-
ted Billy Dale in just 2 hours. But
chilling facts continue to emerge.

Today the AP reports a newly re-
leased memo in which a high adminis-
tration official explained the origins of
this Orwellian case by saying, and I
quote, ‘‘We knew that there would be
hell to pay if we failed to take swift
and decisive action in conformity with
the First Lady’s wishes.’’ That is
shocking, and I will tell my colleagues,
regardless of how powerful the person
who ordered it, no matter how high in
the Clinton administration, if Federal
law enforcement agencies were turned
against a career public servant as part
of a political coverup, there ought to
be, and I quote, ‘‘hell to pay’’ on the
part of all those responsible.
f

REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN

(Mr. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RICHARDSON. Republicans, this
is your Government shutdown, and it is
now item No. 11 of the Contract With
America. It is your baby and you are
going to have to defend it. Good luck.

It is unconscionable to go again on
recess without reopening the Govern-
ment. What you are forgetting is that
you are not just hurting Federal em-
ployees. You are hurting average
Americans, small businesses. Do not
hide behind the balanced budget rhet-
oric. Who is President Clinton expected
to negotiate with? Senator DOLE, who
is being shellacked already by the right
wing? Senate Republicans who appear
to be responsible? Or GINGRICH and
House Republicans who want a hard
line?

Mr. Speaker, we cannot negotiate
with five Republican parties. Repub-
licans, get your act together. This in-
stitution is not looking good these
days. We are all going to have to suffer
unless we get these games stopped.
f

GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE
REOPENED

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I under-
stand there is a resolution to allow the
Congress to recess until January 23. I
personally think we should reopen the
Government, but under no cir-
cumstances should the Congress leave
town while the Government is shut
down. The soldiers in Bosnia are not
leaving Bosnia.

And do not clap, because I do not
agree with you on the other side of the
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aisle, too. You all have been partisan
and politicizing this place.

The soldiers in Bosnia are not leav-
ing. The cancer researchers are not
leaving. The FBI agents are not leav-
ing. I personally believe, and we all
only answer to our constituents and to
our conscience, but I believe it would
disgrace the Congress for us to leave
while the Government is shut down.

One other thing to my side, this is
not a leadership vote. This is a con-
science vote. And my conscience is not
for sale. Congress should not leave
while the Government is shut down.

You all ought to stop being so par-
tisan, because when we can get to-
gether in the spirit of reconciliation,
we can solve these problems. Each side
eggs the other side on and nothing gets
done.
f

TAX DOLLARS NOT AT WORK
(Mr. WYNN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, at the State
and local level, when you pass a road-
way, there is a big sign that says your
tax dollars at work. Here in Washing-
ton we ought to have a sign that says,
your tax dollars are not at work. Be-
cause that is the reality in day 20 of
the Government shutdown. Let us be
real. The Republicans are trying to say
this is President Clinton’s shutdown.
Absolutely wrong. The President could
not open the Government if he wants
to.

The Republicans set the agenda. The
Republicans are in the majority. The
Republicans have the vote. Let there
be no mistake. This is a Republican, a
Gingrich Republican government shut-
down.

This is not about a balanced budget
in 7 years with real numbers. I am for
that. A lot of Democrats are for that.
There are budgets out there to do this.
This is about their desire to give tax
breaks to the wealthy while cutting
Medicare and Medicaid.

Meanwhile our employees, the tax-
payers’ employees and their families
are suffering. Mortgage payments are
not being made. Utility bills are not
being met. Car payments are not being
made. Clothes for the kids are not
being met, and contractors are not
being paid. I hope Federal employees
will come to Washington, to Capitol
Hill to share their pain with these Re-
publican revolutionaries.
f

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE EXPECT
US TO BALANCE THE BUDGET

(Mr. GUTKNECHT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I am
a House Republican freshman. The
President calls me an extremist, right-
wing, radical Republican freshman.

What am I so extremist about? Well,
I want the Government to balance its
budget, just like my family has to. A
balanced budget means lower interest

rates, which means cheaper car loans,
mortgages, and student loans. Pretty
scary stuff.

I want to cut taxes for working fami-
lies and I want to reduce capital gains
tax to create more jobs. Yes, I know it
will mean more take home pay for
working Americans and better jobs.
Well, I guess that is extreme if my col-
leagues are big government liberals.

I have been in Washington for an en-
tire year, and am still being overcome
by commonsense, practical, and honest
solutions to our Nation’s problems. I
guess in Washington that is pretty ex-
treme. Mr. Speaker, the American peo-
ple expect us to balance the budget and
do the right thing for our children’s fu-
ture.
f

WE HAVE OUR PAY SO WE ARE
GOING TO GO PLAY?

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, we
have heard excuse, after excuse, after
excuse. Let us put the record straight.
Let us look at facts, not rhetoric.

Yesterday we had on this floor the
potential of bringing up what the
House should have brought up, and
that was the resolution, passed unani-
mously in the U.S. Senate because the
Senate, with BOB DOLE, said enough is
enough. Of course it is. Today the tax-
payers will spend another $40 million
for nothing, for nothing because they
are going to keep this shutdown as we
watch Head Start going into trouble,
as we watch 240 small businesses a day
not be able to get capital loans to keep
going, and on, and on, and on.

What are the Gingrich Republicans in
the House saying? They get the Marie
Antoinette compassion award. They
are saying, ‘‘Let them eat cake. We
have our pay.’’

So, today we are going to vote a re-
cess resolution. We are going to go
play.

Now I think the American people are
very angry if they say, ‘‘We have our
pay, we’re going to go play.’’

We cannot open it with keys. We
open it with a voting card. They keep
voting ‘‘no.’’ That is what is wrong.
f

I AM HERE TO BALANCE THE
BUDGET

(Mr. BAKER of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BAKER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 year ago the 1st day of the 104th
Congress began. In short it was the be-
ginning of the end. It was the begin-
ning of the end for the Washington
business-as-usual crowd, and when the
balanced budget is signed into law, the
American people will understand why
they held the second Boston tea party
here in Washington on November 1994.

Oh, in the past, yes, our leaders in
Washington have always backed down
from making tough decisions necessary
to lead this country, and they always

found a way to protect their spending
while adding new taxes and new debt to
the American people. As a result we
have a $5 trillion debt. We spend $200
billion a year on interest just to keep
that debt alive.

That is what these folks are really
for. Mr. Speaker, the new majority is
here to say no. The President said the
House Republicans are unwilling to
compromise. Well, I want to tell my
colleagues I am here to balance the
budget, and I believe that we have com-
promised for 26 years. We have added
the spending. We have compromised
the business of big Government. We are
not going to do it anymore.

f

JOIN THE SENATE AND PASS A
CONTINUING RESOLUTION

(Mr. SANDERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, 480,000
Federal employees are working with-
out pay, a form of involuntary ser-
vitude; 280,000 Federal employees are
not working, and they will be paid. Vir-
tually all of these workers have mort-
gages to pay, children to feed, and fi-
nancial obligations to meet.

Mr. Speaker, what is happening to
these workers is immoral, is wrong,
and must be rectified immediately.
NEWT GINGRICH and the Republican
leadership must not continue to hold
the House and the American people
hostage while they push their disas-
trous 7-year balanced budget plan. The
gentleman from Georgia, Mr. GINGRICH,
and the Republican leadership must
join Senator DOLE and the entire Sen-
ate and pass a continuing resolution
now, now to reopen Government.

Mr. Speaker, that is what the Amer-
ican people want, that is what they
need, and that is what this body must
do.

f

WHAT IS RADICAL OR EXTREME
ABOUT BALANCING THE BUDGET
IN 7 YEARS?

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, today
some in the national media and some
for partisan political purposes are ac-
cusing House Republicans of being ex-
tremists or radicals.

If ever there was an inside the belt-
way line, this has to be it.

Out in the country, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the people do not see
anything radical or extreme about try-
ing to balance the budget in 7 years.

Most people wonder why we cannot
do it sooner than that.

Most families have to balance their
budgets every year.

And then there are the so-called cuts.
James K. Glassman, the Washington
Post columnist who is not partial to ei-
ther party, has called the Republican
budget the ‘‘No-Cut Budget.’’
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