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that our businesses have been faced
with to import into the United States
to the disadvantage of U.S. companies
who have complied with our laws.

I say that we should not have any
special breaks for foreign oil compa-
nies, if they cannot meet our environ-
mental requirements, and that we
should say no to the World Trade Orga-
nization or to any foreign organization
telling this government what we will
or will not do.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. COBURN. I yield to the gen-
tleman from California.

Mr. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank the gen-
tleman for the remarks he just made.

I represent a district that has a very
substantial amount of refining as part
of the economic makeup of our district.
It has been that way for many years in
northern California. Those refiners,
based upon these Federal laws, have in-
vested billions of dollars in clean fuels
projects at each of these refineries and
have had to make that decision. As the
gentleman knows, they were very un-
easy about making that decision be-
cause the question was, what would the
market be for the gasoline and would
the consumer pay more for these clean
fuels. They went ahead and did that on
these assurances.

Now we find out that people who
were on the same notice in Venezuela
and elsewhere, they could have made
this investment in their refineries to
meet this market but they have chosen
instead to go to the World Trade Orga-
nization and to challenge this legisla-
tion, to get it overturned so they can
continue to sell a product into the
market that undermines the decisions
that this Congress made about the
health and safety of our citizens.

I want to thank the gentleman very
much for his remarks. I would join
him. We have tried to get others in the
Congress to understand that this is just
the beginning of the assault on a num-
ber of environmental health and safety
laws where this Congress has made a
determination about those benefits for
the American people that can be under-
mined by foreign competitors who
want to continue to challenge them as
though they are indirect trade tariffs
when in fact they are not. They are
health and safety laws for the benefit
of the people of this country.

Mr. COBURN. The other thing that
we ought to pay attention to is, this is
the beginning. It is not just going to be
on environmental laws. It is going to
be on every other law that this Con-
gress has passed that the World Trade
Organization is going to try to subvert
and undermine the laws that this very
Congress passed for the well-being and
benefit of this country.

We should stop it now before it con-
tinues, and we should appeal. And we
should force, through a resolution of
this Congress, the President to ask for
an appeal of this ruling.

Should we not get that, then we
should do the legislatively responsible

thing to reverse our participation in
the World Trade Organization.
f

ON THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Maryland [Mrs. MORELLA]
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MORELLA. This is the time,
Mr. Speaker, that we talk about what
action is going to take place on the
floor of this Chamber later today, be-
cause quite frankly, it is critical that
we pass this continuing resolution
today, whatever we call it, to avoid an-
other partial Government shutdown. A
partial Government shutdown leads to
a massive Government slowdown. This
is something we can ill afford.

The previous two shutdowns cannot
be repeated. They were devastating to
Federal employees, to contractors, to
their families, to the local economy,
universities, researchers, and the en-
tire American public. The previous two
partial Government shutdowns, as I
mentioned, have resulted in a massive
slowdown and an erosion of confidence
in Government.

A longer-term solution is still nec-
essary. Agencies cannot make long-
term spending decisions without long-
term appropriations. Vendors with
long-term contractors cannot be paid.
It may be unwilling or unable to con-
tinue on a month-to-month basis. Con-
tractors, Federal employees and their
families remain very anxious about
their future.

Etymologically, the word ‘‘disease,’’
if you look at the Oxford English Dic-
tionary, comes from the words ‘‘ab-
sence of ease.’’ There is really an ab-
sence of ease out there in our country,
a disease, so to speak. This is some-
thing that we in Government can cor-
rect.

I hope that this continuing resolu-
tion, whether we call it the balanced
budget down payment act or whatever,
that will come up today will be the
first step in increased cooperation to
resolve the issues surrounding the re-
maining appropriations bills and a bal-
anced budget agreement, not the first
in a series of continuing resolutions
that we are going to revisit every
month or every 6 weeks.

I strongly urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to compromise
on the provisions that are keeping
these bills from being passed. Of course
I ask the President to engage fully in
coming up with a balanced budget. We
must find a real solution to end the
disruption we have caused in the lives
of our Federal work force. So I hope,
Mr. Speaker, today will be the day.
f

STATEMENT ON CUBA TRIP

(Mr. MOAKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Speaker, my re-
cent visit to Cuba has been the subject

of some controversy. Some of my col-
leagues, who have surprisingly never
even talked to me about the trip, have
cynically tried to characterize my
views and the trip as insensitive to
human rights and pro-Castro.

Mr. Speaker, that is a blatant distor-
tion of the truth.

My position on Cuba is the same as
that put forth by the conference of
Catholic Bishops. My position is also
the same as Cuba’s Catholic Cardinal,
Cardinal Jaime Ortega.

I might add, as well, that my posi-
tion is the same as many of Cuba’s
leading dissidents—including Elizardo
Sanchez, Martha Beatriz Roque,
Vladimiro Roca, and Rene Gomez
Manzano, just to name a few.

Are these people, some of whom have
spent time in Cuban jails, insensitive
to human rights? Are these people pro-
Castro?

Their position, and my position, it
that we can best encourage human
rights reforms and begin a transition
to a more democratic Cuba through in-
creased relations and not by more iso-
lation. They, like me, oppose the so-
called Helms-Burton bill.

Mr. Speaker, I realize my public posi-
tion on Cuba makes me the target of a
very well-financed lobby here in the
United States. But, let me say clearly
and sincerely, I believe in my heart
that I am advocating what is best for
the courageous people who live on that
island and who yearn for a day when
human rights and freedoms are truly
respected.

MOAKLEY STATEMENT ON CUBA TRIP

WASHINGTON.—Congressman Joe Moakley
released the following statement from his of-
fice today on his recent trip to Cuba:

‘‘I traveled to Cuba for two basic reasons—
first, to try to create an atmosphere in
which relations between the U.S. and Cuba
could be improved; and, second, to find ways
to support ordinary Cuban people.

My trip was hosted by the ABC Forum on
Cuba, a non-profit organization dedicated to
educating U.S. citizens on issues related to
Cuba and to supporting the activities of
NGO’s promoting human rights and helping
the Cuban people.

Our delegation consisted of 23 participants
ranging from business leaders to NGO’s like
the Boston-based Oxfam America.

I met with a variety of people while in
Cuba—including top Cuban government offi-
cials, church leaders, dissidents, NGO’s, for-
eign diplomats, U.S. officials.

I even had the chance to visit a small
group of farmers who are working with
Oxfam on a project to increase agriculture
production for sale on the open market.
These farmers and all the ordinary people I
had the chance to meet, were excited to talk
with our delegation and candid about their
hopes for closer ties with people in the Unit-
ed States.

In addition, my aide Jim McGovern and I
had a 2 hour private meeting with Cuban
President Fidel Castro. After which, the
Cuban leader met with our entire group for
another 2 hour session. I told President Cas-
tro that we are at a crossroads in terms of
U.S.-Cuba relations. the United States Con-
gress is nearing final action on the so-called
Helms-Burton Bill which, if signed into law,
will strengthen the current economic embar-
go and end any possibility for improved rela-
tions anytime in the near future.
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I told President Castro that there must be

more movement in Cuba with regard to
human rights and economic reforms—and
urge him to act now. He seemed responsive
and pledged to give my request very serious
and immediate consideration.

We also had an excellent meeting with
Jamie Cardinal Ortega—the Roman Catholic
Cardinal in Cuba. His Eminence told us that
the official position of the Catholic Bishops
was against the US embargo for humani-
tarian reasons. He also was very clear about
his continued concerns regarding human
rights abuses that currently exist in Cuba.

On a related matter, I raised with the
Cuban leadership my hope that they would
invite Pope John Paul II to visit Cuba during
his visit to the Caribbean later this year.

My trip began and ended with important
meetings with Cuban dissident groups. While
these people suggested that the difficulties
in Cuba run much deeper than the economic
hardships, a majority of those we meet ex-
pressed opposition to the Helms-Burton leg-
islation.

One of the things that stunned me the
most about my trip is the explosion of inde-
pendent entrepreneurship. There are roughly
208,000 independent family businesses operat-
ing in Cuba. This entrepreneurship is allow-
ing people greater personal freedom from
government controls. When people are no
longer dependent on the government for
their jobs, they are freer from economic co-
ercion. I got the sense that the Cuban gov-
ernment recognizes that these small busi-
nesses are necessary for the country’s eco-
nomic viability and are accepting the politi-
cal space that they create.

In fact, Caritas (a Catholic charitable or-
ganization in Havana) described its plans to
establish training programs to help these
fledgling businesses succeed. Michael Ryan,
President of ABC Forum on Cuba, which or-
ganized the trip said: ‘‘It was great to see our
group get excited about helping support the
Cuban people, particularly in their efforts to
form small businesses and independent
NGOs. A number of our participants ex-
pressed a real desire to support these efforts
after we concluded our trip.’’

The European Union is about to hold talks
with the Cubans on closer economic ties—
and is using this opportunity to urge the
Cuban government to improve its human
rights record. The United States could have
ten times more leverage with Cuba than the
Europeans if we got serious about improving
relations. Right now the embargo leaves us
completely out of the picture. I’m afraid if
we let Helms-Burton become law, we will
lose an important opportunity to improve
the situation in Cuba. Of all the meetings I
had, there was consensus on one thing—that
the future of Cuba will be decided by Cubans
on the island. The degree to which we can
encourage positive change will depend on
whether or not we defeat Helms-Burton.

[From the Boston Globe, Jan. 23, 1996]
OUR BAN IN HAVANA

(By H.D.S. Greenway)
HAVANA.—‘‘Socialismo O Muerte’’—Social-

ism or Death—say the graffiti scrawled on
the walls of this once grand, now crumbly
Caribbean capital. But as communists the
world over have found, their ‘‘socialism’’
means a death of sorts: stagnation and de-
cline, a slow demise of ambition and incen-
tive and the equality of shared poverty.

There are only five countries left that call
themselves communist: China and its three
abutters in Asia—North Korea, Vietnam and
Laos—and then Cuba. In all, to varying de-
grees, the communist leaders recognize the
inadequacy of their economic system, but all
want to cling to political power. With some

justification they can point to the death of
their great progenitor, the Soviet Union, as
an example of what can happen when the
reins of political power are suddenly
dropped. In short, they want to eat the cake
of capitalism without ingesting political
freedoms.

All the ambiguities of this approach are
evident in Fidel Castro, the last of the found-
ing fathers of postwar communism. All the
others—Mao Zedong, Kim Il Sung, Ho Chi
Minh—are dead, but Fidel remains. To some,
America’s most enduring bete noire is a
Latin David to our gringo Goliath; to others
he is an irredeemable tyrant.

Nine US presidents have tried to do him
in—by invasion, assassination, economic em-
bargo—but he lives on ‘‘to remind us of our
failures,’’ as US Rep. J. Joseph Moakley put
it.

For 30 years Castro had a free ride, strut-
ting the world’s stage as a symbol of inde-
pendence to a world emerging from colonial-
ism but in fact a kept man, his bills paid by
the Soviet Union. After the demise of his pa-
tron, Castro and his economy went into a
free fall, bottoming out in 1993.

In desperation, Castro and his lieutenants
have planted the first, few seeds of a free-
market economy here. The Yankee dollar is
now a legal currency in Cuba alongside the
peso. Joint ventures with foreigners are be-
ginning to bear fruit, especially in the tour-
ist industry. Some 208,000 Cubans are per-
mitted to work in the private sector, but the
state still remains supreme, and a gulf is
widening between those who work in the dol-
lar economy and those left behind in a land
of unconvertible pesos.

Small, private restaurants called
‘‘paladares’’ are springing up in people’s
homes, but the law allows no more than a
dozen tables, and all the cooks and waiters
must be family members because it is still il-
legal for one Cuban to hire another. Thus is
entrepreneurship on the one hand encour-
aged while the other hand suppresses it.

Last week Moakley led a delegation of in-
quiry here of which I was a member. We
talked to Castro, aging now but still in com-
mand. He is trying to probe for weak spots in
the mortar of the embargo that the United
States has imposed. Moakley, in turn, was
trying to squeeze human rights concessions
from Castro, concessions that Moakley could
use back in Washington to defeat the Helms-
Burton bill, sponsored by Sen. Jesse Helms
of North Carolina and U.S. Rep. Dan Burton
of Indiana, which would put even more re-
strictions on doing business with Cuba.

It seemed evident in conversations with
Castro and his ministers that Cuba isn’t
going back on the meager reforms they have
instigated. Castro said the changes are irre-
versible. But Cuba’s leaders are afraid of
moving forward too fast. Castro and his lieu-
tenants appear to have no clear vision but
are making policy up as they go along.

Listening to Castro—his famous beard now
gone gray—I was struck by how much the
world had changed and how much Fidel has
been bypassed since the heady revolutionary
days of 30 years ago. Fidel Castro no longer
presents the United States with the mortal
threat of Russian missiles 90 miles offshore.
His expeditionary forces no longer rampage
through Africa, spreading socialismo and
death. Nor are his agents stirring up trouble
in the hemisphere. Che Guevara and the rev-
olution he represented lie in an unmarked
Bolivian grave.

In an era when the United States is helping
North Korea with nuclear power, scrambling
for investment in China and no longer in-
volved with embargoing Vietnam, the
present restrictions on trade with Cuba seem
somewhat anachronistic. Castro may have
suffered from the U.S. embargo, but he has

also benefited enormously by having some-
one other than himself to blame for Cuba’s
economic inadequacies, able to wrap himself
in the nationalist flag against the big bully
of the North.

In the long run, communism in Cuba is
doomed. Both the United States and Cuba
have a convergence of interest in seeing that
the transition is smooth and the landing is
soft. A breakdown of order on the island
would bring another vast armada of Cubans
fleeing to our shores, and that would be de-
stabilizing to both countries.

The best way to ensure a soft landing is to
defeat counterproductive legislation such as
the Helms-Burton ‘‘Cuban Liberty and
Democratic Solidarity Act,’’ which would
threaten our allies that do business in Cuba
and tie even more restrictions on the present
embargo. The bill will not help Cuba’s tran-
sition to a market economy and could only
retard the very forces of freedom and open-
ness the United States wishes to encourage.
The embargo is strict enough without addi-
tional baggage and should be used as a bar-
gaining chip to nudge Cuba into the demo-
cratic and human rights reforms that will
one day set its people free.

HAVANA, January 19.—Cuban dissidents
have met a visiting U.S. congressman in pub-
lic, the first time in years such a meeting
has taken without interference from the au-
thorities, one of dissidents said on Friday.

Elizardo Sanchez told Reuters he and other
dissidents met visiting Democratic Rep-
resentative Joe Moakley of Massachusetts
for several hours in the state-owned Hotel
Nacional.

Sanchez, leader of the Cuban Committee
for Human Rights and National Reconcili-
ation, said he was surprised the dissidents
had been able to hold a meeting in public
without problems. Meetings with members of
Cuba’s small and illegal opposition groups
generally take place in dissidents’ homes or
foreign embassies.

We are not bothered (by officials) either
entering or leaving (the hotel),’’ Sanchez
said, adding that the group discussed issues
such as proposals in Congress to toughen the
longstanding U.S. embargo against com-
munist-ruled Cuba.

Moakley, who also met the dissidents on
Tuesday at the house of the senior U.S. dip-
lomat in Cuba Joseph Sullivan, is on a fact-
finding mission that included talks with
President Fidel Castro on Wednesday night.

Moakley said on Thursday he found Castro
flexible on the congressman’s suggestion
that if there were some change on the island
it might help defeat moves to toughen the
embargo.

f

FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTINGS

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks and include extra-
neous material.)

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker,
now that it’s almost certain that Presi-
dent Chirac of France will be making a
state visit to our Nation’s Capitol next
week to meet with President Clinton
and the leadership of the Congress, this
will be a sad occasion for me, Mr.
Speaker, and the millions of peoples
throughout the world and through rep-
resentation of leaders of some 168 coun-
tries throughout the world who have
earnestly pleaded with President
Chirac not to break the moratorium on
nuclear testing. And yet despite all


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-23T11:13:51-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




