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31 years ago—Medicare must be pro-
tected and continue to provide quality
health care that seniors can rely on.
f

PERMISSION FOR SUNDRY COM-
MITTEES AND THEIR SUB-
COMMITTEES TO SIT TODAY
DURING 5-MINUTE RULE

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the following
committees and their subcommittees
be permitted to sit today while the
House is meeting in the Committee of
the Whole House under the 5-minute
rule: the Committee on Banking and
Financial Services; the Committee on
Economic and Educational Opportuni-
ties; the Committee on Government
Reform and Oversight; the Committee
on International Relations; the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary; the Commit-
tee on National Security; the Commit-
tee on Resources; the Committee on
Science; and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

It is my understanding that the mi-
nority has been consulted and that
there is no objection to these requests.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.
f

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 3603, AGRICULTURE, RURAL
DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG
ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1997

Mr. SKEEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (H.R. 3603) making
appropriations for Agriculture, Rural
Development, Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and Related Agencies pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1997, and for other purposes,
with Senate amendments thereto, dis-
agree to the Senate amendments, and
agree to the conference asked by the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Mexico? The Chair
hears none and without objection, ap-
points the following conferees: Messrs.
SKEEN, MYERS of Indiana, WALSH, DICK-
EY, KINGSTON, RIGGS, NETHERCUTT, LIV-
INGSTON, DURBIN, Ms. KAPTUR, and
Messrs. THORNTON, FAZIO of California,
and OBEY.

There was no objection.
f

b 1015

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JONES). Pursuant to the provisions of
clause 5 of rule I, the Chair announces
that he will postpone further proceed-
ings today on each motion to suspend
the rules on which a recorded vote or
the yeas and nays are ordered or on
which the vote is objected to under

clause 4 of rule XV. Such rollcall votes,
if postponed, will be taken after debate
has concluded on all motions to sus-
pend the rules, but not before 2 p.m.
today.
f

ENERGY POLICY AND
CONSERVATION ACT AMENDMENTS

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3868) to extend certain programs
under the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act through September 30, 1996.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3868

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. ENERGY POLICY AND CONSERVATION

ACT AMENDMENTS.
The Energy Policy and Conservation Act is

amended—
(1) by amending section 166 (42 U.S.C. 6246)

to read as follows:

‘‘AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS

‘‘SEC. 166. There are authorized to be ap-
propriated for fiscal year 1996 such sums as
may be necessary to implement this part.’’;

(2) in section 181 (42 U.S.C. 6251) by striking
‘‘June 30, 1996’’ both places it appears and in-
serting in lieu thereof ‘‘September 30, 1996’’;

(3) by adding at the end of section 256(h) (42
U.S.C. 6276(h)) ‘‘There are authorized to be
appropriated for fiscal year 1996 such sums as
may be necessary to carry out this part.’’;
and

(4) in section 281 (42 U.S.C. 6258) by striking
‘‘June 30, 1996’’ both places it appears and in-
serting in lieu thereof ‘‘September 30, 1996’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado [Mr. SCHAEFER] and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr. PALLONE]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado [Mr. SCHAEFER].

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 3868.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.
Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield

myself such time as I may consume.
(Mr. SCHAEFER asked and was given

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, this
bill reauthorizes certain provisions
contained in the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act. Specifically, this
bill assures that if there is an energy
emergency during the August recess,
the President’s authority to drawdown
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve and
the ability of U.S. oil companies to
participate in the International Energy
Agreement without violating antitrust
laws is preserved.

It is important that the United
States maintain a strong Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve to protect American
citizens from shutoffs in imported oil.
Similarly, the President’s authority to

order a drawdown of that stored oil in
an emergency must also be maintained.
This bill assures the President’s
drawdown authority is kept intact
until the end of the fiscal year.

This bill does not address the issue of
maintaining adequate levels of oil in
the Reserve. Over the past 18 months, I
have been greatly troubled by the
trend of selling oil from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve to meet budgetary
goals.

The Reserve is our first line of de-
fense in an energy emergency. This en-
ergy security insurance policy for
which we have paid over $200 billion
should not be squandered carelessly to
meet short-term budgetary objectives.

I have directed staff to work on a
long-term EPCA extension which
would make it more difficult for the
Reserve to be raided by people willing
to sacrifice long-term energy security
for short-term budget goals. In the
meantime, this short-term extension of
certain EPCA authorities protects
Americans in the event of an energy
emergency and gives us time to pass a
long-term extension before the 104th
Congress adjourns.

I believe these provisions of EPCA
are too important for us to leave for
August recess without reauthorizing
them. While an energy emergency
which would require the Reserve to be
drawn down during August is unlikely,
it is not impossible. Consider the im-
plications of the recent terrorist at-
tack in Saudi Arabia on our energy se-
curity. I believe this Nation must have
the ability to use all its tools to deal
with an energy emergency so I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
this temporary reauthorization of the
most important provisions of Energy
Policy and Conservation Act, through
September 30 of this year. While I
would prefer a simple extension of
EPCA—one that covered its State En-
ergy Conservation programs and other
authorities—I support this legislation
because it ensures the United States
and industry are able to fulfill their
major emergency-related responsibil-
ities. These include planning for inter-
national oil crises and management of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve.

I thank Chairman SCHAEFER for
bringing this extension to the House
floor, and I look forward to working
with him in September to resolve the
remaining issues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SCHAEFER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I certainly am willing
to work with my good friend, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
PALLONE], to extend this a bit further.
We will have to sit down and decide on
how we are going to do this. But we are
giving the President the authority dur-
ing the August recess in order to adapt
to any emergency that might exist.
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Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-

quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado [Mr.
SCHAEFER] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3868.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
ASSISTANCE AND BILL OF
RIGHTS ACT AMENDMENTS OF
1996

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3867) to amend the Developmen-
tal Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act to extend the Act, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3867

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Developmen-
tal Disabilities Assistance and Bill of Rights
Act Amendments of 1996’’.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF ALLOTMENTS FOR

STATES.
Section 130 of the Developmental Disabil-

ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S.C. 6030) is amended by striking ‘‘the fis-
cal years 1995 and 1996’’ and inserting ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 through 1999’’.
SEC. 3. REAUTHORIZATION OF AUTHORITIES RE-

LATING TO PROTECTION AND ADVO-
CACY OF INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.

Section 143 of the Developmental Disabil-
ities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S.C. 6043) is amended by striking ‘‘the fis-
cal years 1995 and 1996’’ and inserting ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 through 1999’’.
SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATION OF AUTHORITIES RE-

LATING TO UNIVERSITY AFFILIATED
PROGRAMS.

Section 156(a) of the Developmental Dis-
abilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S.C. 6066(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 and 1996’’ and inserting ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 through 1999’’.
SEC. 5. REAUTHORIZATION OF AUTHORITIES RE-

LATING TO PROJECTS OF NATIONAL
SIGNIFICANCE.

Section 163(a) of the Developmental Dis-
abilities Assistance and Bill of Rights Act (42
U.S.C. 6083(a)) is amended by striking ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 and 1996’’ and inserting ‘‘the
fiscal years 1995 through 1999’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York [Mr. FRISA] and the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. WAXMAN]
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York [Mr. FRISA].

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

(Mr. FRISA asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to bring to the floor this legis-
lation which is entitled the Devel-

opmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Reauthorization Act and
to urge its adoption.

This is, I think, an excellent example
of how the Federal Government can
best help to coordinate resources with
the States as well as localities and
other private sector programs to effec-
tuate improvements in the lives of
those who have suffered disabilities
which do not enable them to live as full
a life as possible. This program is now
being reauthorized through 1999.

I think it is important to point out
that the gentleman from Virginia [Mr.
BLILEY], the chairman of the Commit-
tee on Commerce, along with the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. DINGELL],
his counterpart on the other side, as
well as the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. BILIRAKIS], the subcommittee
chairman, and the gentleman from
California [Mr. WAXMAN], I think put
forward an excellent bipartisan effort
to ensure that this bill would come to
the floor with unanimous approval of
the Committee on Commerce.

Mr. Speaker, briefly this legislation
will reauthorize 4 particular programs:
The basic State council grant program;
the protection and advocacy systems
program; university-affiliated pro-
grams, which coordinates with some 59
universities throughout these United
States to coordinate available pro-
grams and training programs as well
for individuals; and, finally, projects of
national significance.

Mr. Speaker, I would urge adoption
of this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that the
House is considering today the reau-
thorization of important programs
under the Developmental Disabilities
Assistance and Bill of Rights Act.

These programs address the special
concerns and needs of over 3 million
Americans affected by developmental
disabilities. Conditions such as cere-
bral palsy, mental retardation, epi-
lepsy, and autism manifest themselves
early in life, result in varying degrees
of disability, and affect both individ-
uals and families for many years. Serv-
ing these people effectively requires co-
operation between the Federal Govern-
ment and States, local communities,
and the private sector. The goal is to
ensure that affected individuals and
their families have access to appro-
priate services; that programs promote
productivity, independence, and appro-
priate integration into the community;
and that affected people and families
have an opportunity to participate in
program development and implementa-
tion.

H.R. 3867 extends the authorization of
four effective programs that provide
for research, training and education,
and a variety of social and support
services.

First, the bill provides for continued
assistance to States to support activi-

ties of developmental disabilities coun-
cils. These activities include the design
and promotion of comprehensive,
statewide systems that are consumer-
and family-oriented, to help devel-
opmentally disabled people achieve
their maximum productive potential.
To qualify for these funds, a State
must have established a council which
is comprised of at least 50 percent rep-
resentation from people with devel-
opmental disabilities and their families
or guardians. The State also must have
a comprehensive plan that includes de-
velopment and operation of programs
of training, outreach, prevention, edu-
cation, and collaboration with a vari-
ety of service agencies at the State and
local levels.

H.R. 3867 also reauthorizes State pro-
tection and advocacy programs that
are designed and maintained by States
to protect the legal and human rights
of people with developmental disabil-
ities. Protection and advocacy systems
operate based on individual State
needs, are independent of any service
agency, and perform an essential role
in ensuring protection and quality care
for vulnerable citizens.

Finally, this bill, H.R. 3867, reauthor-
izes university-affiliated research, edu-
cation, training, and information dis-
semination activities; and special re-
search projects of national signifi-
cance. These programs are designed to
develop and apply creative approaches
to service delivery and care that are
workable and sensitive to special
needs; to disseminate information
about successful activities; and to pro-
vide technical assistance. The goal of
all of this research is to enhance the
ability of individuals with developmen-
tal disabilities to live and work in
their communities in the most effec-
tive ways.

All of the activities under the Devel-
opmental Disabilities Act are designed
to recognize differing needs within
States and communities, and to cap-
italize on successful ideas and actions
that originate at the State or local
level. This is a system that is working
for people, and H.R. 3867 recognizes
that success by reauthorizing the pro-
grams without change. These programs
deserve our continuing support.

H.R. 3867 is supported by a broad
spectrum of individuals and organiza-
tions whose expertise and work is dedi-
cated to providing the best care and
services for individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities.

An identical bill was passed by the
Senate, July 12, by unanimous consent,
and I urge my colleagues to support
this bill so that it can be signed into
law as expeditiously as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FRISA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from California for his
support of this legislation and helping
to craft it originally, and certainly this
reauthorization, and would just add
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