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service members received at the time.
Underpaid, having been denied benefits
and lacking proper recognition, Gen-
eral MacArthur’s words truly depict
the plight of the remaining Filipino
veterans today as they did half a cen-
tury ago.

I urge my colleagues to support
House Concurrent Resolution 191 and
consider this resolution as a commit-
ment toward future legislation to fully
recognizing the contributions and rec-
ognize status of Filipino World War 11
veterans.

To the many fine residents of Guam
are members of the Philipine Scouts: |
salute you. Your service should not be
forgotten and will not be forgotten.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | have no
further requests for time, and | yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | want to not only rec-
ognize the leadership of the gentleman
from New York [Mr. GiLmMAN] and
thank the gentleman from New York
[Mr. ENGEL], but to recognize that a
lead cosponsor was the gentleman from
California [Mr. FILNER], whose remarks
you heard, and thank the gentleman
from Guam [Mr. UNDERwoOOD] for his
very salient remarks.

Additionally, | wanted to mention
that the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, the gentleman from Ari-
zona [Mr. STumP], and the gentleman
from Mississippi [Mr. MONTGOMERY],
original cosponsors, along with the
gentleman from New York [Mr. SoLo-
MON], the gentleman from California
[Mr. DORNAN], the gentleman from
California [Mr. CAMPBELL], the gen-
tleman from California [Mr. BILBRAY],
the gentleman from |Illinois [Mr.
FLANAGAN], the gentleman from Mis-
souri [Mr. TALENT], the gentlewoman
from California [Ms. PELOSI], the gen-
tleman from Hawaii [Mr. ABERCROM-
BIE], the gentlewoman from Hawaii
[Mrs. MINK], the gentleman from Illi-
nois [Mr. EVANS], the gentleman from
California [Mr. MILLER], and the gen-
tleman from Illinois [Mr. GUTIERREZ].

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of this resolution to provide long-de-
layed recognition to persons considered to be
members of the Philippine Commonwealth
Army veterans and members of the Special
Philippine Scouts—by reason of service with
the Allied Armed Forces during World War II.

We must correct the grave injustice that has
befallen this brave group of veterans, since
their valiant service, on behalf of the United
States, during the Second World War.

On July 26, 1941, President Roosevelt is-
sued a military order, pursuant to the Phil-
ippines Independence Act of 1934, calling
members of the Philippine Commonwealth
Army into the service of the United States
Forces of the Far East, under the command of
Lt. Gen. Douglas MacArthur.

For almost 4 years, over 100,000 Filipinos,
of the Philippine Commonwealth Army fought
alongside the Allies to reclaim the Philippine
Islands from Japan. Regrettably, in return,
Congress enacted the Rescission Act of 1946.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

This measure denied the members of the Phil-
ippine  Commonwealth Army the honor of
being recognized as veterans of the United
States Armed Forces.

A second group, the Special Philippine
Scouts called New Scouts who enlisted in the
U.S. Armed Forces after October 6, 1945, pri-
marily to perform occupation duty in the Pa-
cific, have also never received official recogni-
tion.

| believe it is time to correct this injustice
and to provide the official recognition long
overdue for members of the Philippine Com-
monwealth Army and the Special Philippine
Scouts that they valiantly earned for their serv-
ice to the United States and the Allied cause
during World War II.

These members of the Philippine Common-
wealth Army and the Special Philippine Scouts
served just as courageously and made the
same sacrifices as their American counter-
parts during the Pacific war. Their contribution
helped disrupt the initial Japanese offensive
timetable in 1942, at a point when the Japa-
nese were expanding almost unchecked
throughout the Western Pacific.

This delay in the Japanese plans bought
valuable time for scattered Allied Forces to re-
group, reorganize, and prepare for checking
the Japanese in the Battles of the Coral Sea
and Midway.

It also earned those who were unfortunate
enough to be captured the wrath of their Japa-
nese captors. As a result, these Filipino pris-
oners joined their American counterparts in
the Bataan Death March, along with suffering
inhumane treatment which redefined the limits
of human depravity.

During the next 2 years, Filipino Scout units,
operating from rural bases, tied down precious
Japanese resources and manpower through
guerilla warfare tactics.

In 1944, Filipino forces provided valuable
assistance in the liberation of the Philippine Is-
lands which in turn became an important base
for taking the war to the Japanese homeland.
Without the assistance of Filipino units and
guerrilla forces, the liberation of the Philippine
Islands would have taken much longer and
been far costlier than it actually was.

In a letter to Congress dated May 16, 1946,
President Harry S. Truman wrote:

The Philippine Army veterans are nation-
als of the United States and will continue in
that status after July 4, 1946. They fought
under the American flag and under the direc-
tion of our military leaders. They fought
with gallantry and courage under the most
difficult conditions during the recent con-
flict. They were commissioned by us, their
official organization, the Army of its Phil-
ippine Commonwealth was taken into the
Armed Forces of the United States on July
26, 1941. That order has never been revoked
and amended. | consider it a moral obliga-
tion of the United States to look after the
welfare of the Filipino veterans.

Accordingly, | urge my colleagues to support
this resolution that corrects this grave injustice
and provides recognition to members of the
Philippine Commonwealth Army and the mem-
bers of the Special Philippine Scouts, which
they fully deserve.

Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise to add my
support to the recognition of the Philippine
Commonwealth Army veterans who stood be-
side the United States servicemembers during
the Second World War. The efforts of these
members of the Philippine Army were essen-
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tial in operations that helped free the nation of
the Philippines from Japanese aggression and
resulted in the defeat of Japan’s expansion ef-
forts. Nearly 100,000 Filipino soldiers endured
more than 4 years of battle that left over 1 mil-
lion Philippine civilians, soldiers, and guerrilla
fighters dead.

In 1946, Congress passed a Rescission Act
that declared that the service provided by
these brave people did not qualify them for
veteran's benefits. These veterans were called
to duty under the command of Gen. Douglas
MacArthur and they were U.S. soldiers. The
Philippine Scouts, who served after October 6,
1945, were also United States soldiers. House
Concurrent Resolution 191 restores the rec-
ognition these brave soldiers deserve.

This recognition is long overdue. We long
ago promised these veterans the benefits they
earned and we turned our backs on them.
After ignoring the injustice of this country’s
bias so long, | am pleased that we can now
provide a first step toward correcting this long-
standing oversight. These veterans deserve
the same rights and benefits as members of
the U.S. services. It is only right that we fulfill
our promises and recognize these deserving
servicemembers.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | have
no further requests for time, and |
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. BE-
REUTER] that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, House Concurrent Resolution
191.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
191.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

O 1530

SUPPORTING A RESOLUTION OF
THE CRISIS IN KOSOVA

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 155)
concerning human and political rights
and in support of a resolution of the
crisis in Kosova, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. REs. 155

Whereas the Constitution of the Socialist
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, adopted in
1946 and the amended Yugoslav Constitution
adopted in 1974, described the status of
Kosova as one of the 8 constituent territorial
units of the Yugoslav Federation;

Whereas the political rights of the Alba-
nian majority in Kosova were curtailed when
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the Government of Yugoslavia illegally
amended the Yugoslav federal constitution
without the consent of the people of Kosova
on March 23, 1989, revoking Kosova’s autono-
mous status;

Whereas in 1990, the Parliament and Gov-
ernment of Kosova were abolished by further
unlawful amendments to the Constitution of
Yugoslavia;

Whereas in September 1990, a referendum
on the question of independence for Kosova
was held in which 87 percent of those eligible
to participate voted and 99 percent of those
voting supported independence for Kosova;

Whereas in May 1992, a Kosovar national
parliament and President, Dr. Ibrahim
Rugova, were freely and fairly elected, but
were not permitted to assemble in Kosova;

Whereas according to the State Depart-
ment Country Reports on Human Rights for
1995, ““police repression continued at a high
level against the ethnic Albanians of Kosova

and reflected a general campaign to
keep [those] who are not ethnic Serbs intimi-
dated and unable to exercise basic human
and civil rights™’;

Whereas over 100,000 ethnic Albanians em-
ployed in the public sector have been re-
moved from their jobs and replaced by Serbs
since 1989;

Whereas the government in Belgrade has
severely restricted the access of ethnic Alba-
nians in Kosova to all levels of education, es-
pecially in the Albanian language;

Whereas the Organization on Security and
Cooperation in Europe observers dispatched
to Kosova in 1991 were expelled by the gov-
ernment in Belgrade in July 1993, and have
not been reinstated as called for in United
Nations Security Council Resolution 855 of
August 1993;

Whereas following the departure of such
observers, international human rights orga-
nizations have documented an increase in
abuses;

Whereas the United Nations announced on
February 27, 1995, that Serbia had granted it
permission to open a Belgrade office to mon-
itor human rights in Serbia and Kosova;

Whereas Congress directed the State De-
partment to establish a United States Infor-
mation Agency (U.S.1.A.) cultural center in
Prishtina, Kosova, in section 223 of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal
Years 1992 and 1993;

Whereas Secretary of State Warren Chris-
topher announced on February 27, 1996, that
Serbian leader Slobodan Milosevic has
agreed to the establishment of such center
and that preparations for the establishment
of the center are proceeding;

Whereas, with the signing of the Dayton
agreement on Bosnia, future peace in the
Balkans hinges largely on a settlement of
the status of Kosova; and

Whereas the President has explicitly
warned the Government of Serbia that the
United States is prepared to respond in the
event of escalated conflict in Kosova caused
by Serbia: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of the
Congress that—

(1) the situation in Kosova must be re-
solved before the outer wall of sanctions
against Serbia is lifted and Serbia is able to
return to the international community;

(2) the human rights of the people of
Kosova must be restored to levels guaran-
teed by international law;

(3) the United States should support the le-
gitimate claims of the people of Kosova to
determine their own political future;

(4) international observers should be re-
turned to Kosova as soon as possible;

(5) the elected government of Kosova
should be permitted to meet and exercise its
legitimate mandate as elected representa-
tives of the people of Kosova;
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(6) all individuals whose employment was
terminated on the basis of their ethnicity
should be reinstated to their previous posi-
tions;

(7) the education system in Kosova should
be reopened to all residents of Kosova re-
gardless of ethnicity and the majority ethnic
Albanian population should be allowed to
educate its youth in its native tongue;

(8) the establishment of a United States In-
formation Agency cultural center in
Prishtina, Kosova, is to be commended; and

(9) the President should appoint a special
envoy to aid in negotiating a resolution to
the crisis in Kosova.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CAL-
VERT). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER]
and the gentleman from New York [Mr.
ENGEL] each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Nebraska [Mr. BEREUTER].

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

(Mr. BEREUTER asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, House
Concurrent Resolution 155 notes our
continuing concern about the situation
in Kosova and its Albanian majority.
As we have focused most of our atten-
tion on Bosnia, the people of Kosova
have suffered under unlawful amend-
ments to their Yugoslav constitution,
police repression, employment dis-
crimination, restricted education, ex-
pulsion of international observers and
more.

Indeed, many believe the seeds of the
conflict that erupted in the former
Yugoslavia were sown in Kosova.

I hope all Members will join in send-
ing a message to the Kosovan people
that we have not forgotten them and
that the United States Congress will
continue to press for restoration of
their civil and political rights. Let us
adopt this resolution today.

Mr. Speaker, | reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | yield my-
self such time as | may consume.

It is my honor and pleasure to speak
in favor of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 155, which is a resolution which 1
have authored. | have spent many,
many years in this Congress bringing
forth the case of the Albanian people in
Kosova before this Congress, and | am
delighted to see this resolution on the
floor.

I want to thank my good friend, the
gentleman from Nebraska, MR. BEREU-
TER, as well as the gentleman from
New York, Chairman GILMAN, and also
the gentleman from New Jersey, Chair-
man CHRIS SMITH, who has played a
major role, a very, very helpful role, in
bringing forward the terrible human
rights violations so that this Congress
understands that.

I also want to thank the cosponsors
of the bill, the people who have agreed
to sponsor the bill with me, the gentle-
woman from New York [Ms. MOLINARI],
the gentleman from California [Mr.
LANTOS], the gentleman from Illinois
[Mr. PoORTER], the gentleman from
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Michigan [Mr. LEVIN], the gentleman
from New York [Mr. KING], the gen-
tleman from New Jersey [Mr.
TORRICELLI], the gentleman from Vir-
ginia [Mr. MORAN], the gentlewoman
from New York [Mrs. KELLY], the gen-
tleman from Michigan [Mr. BONIOR],
the gentleman from California [Mr.
MILLER], and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia [Mr. ROHRABACHER]. | want to
thank them all for their support as
well.

Mr. Speaker, | have recently, just
last week, come back from a trip to
Kosova where | had the honor of cut-
ting the ribbon and hoisting the Amer-
ican flag at the opening of the new
USIA office in Prishtina, which is the
capital of Kosova. | can tell my col-
leagues that, as we hoisted the Amer-
ican flag in our new office, there were
throngs of people across the street
chanting USA, USA, and free Kosova,
free Kosova.

Indeed, the human rights violations
in that region of the world are non-
existent. Let me say a little about
Kosova. Kosova is an area contained in
what is now Serbia, former Yugoslavia,
which contains at least 90 percent eth-
nic Albanians. These ethnic Albanians
have no political or civil rights whatso-
ever. The situation there is very bleak
and grim and seems to be getting
worse, not better.

| have often said that, if we allow the
incidents in Kosova to remain un-
checked, Bosnia would be a tea party
compared with what might happen to
the people in Kosova, because the na-
tionalism there is just as terrible as it
was in Bosnia. With the repression of
the Albanian majority, | shudder to
think what might happen if the United
States might turn the other way.

House Concurrent Resolution 155
simply says that the outer wall of
sanctions shall remain in place against
Serbia until there are improvements in
the human rights situation in Kosova.
The outer wall of sanctions prevents
Serbia from joining certain inter-
national organizations, including mon-
etary organizations, which they are
eager to join.

I must say that in visiting Kosova |
also visited Belgrade, the capital of
Serbia, and met with Serbian President
Milosevic and made it clear to him as
well that the United States was not
prepared to lift the outer wall of sanc-
tions until we saw substantial improve-
ment in the human rights situations in
Kosova. | relayed this to the Serbian
authorities in Kosova as well.

The resolution also demands the res-
toration of all human and political
rights in Kosova. | must say that the
Albanian Parliament there was elected
more than 4 years ago and was never
allowed to meet, under threat of jail
and repression. None of its leaders were
allowed to meet. The 4 years have come
and gone, and, as a result, they have
never met and have no political rights.

It also commends the opening of the
United States Information Agency of-
fice. This is a small step but a step in
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the right direction. | have often said
that we need to have an American pres-
ence on the ground in Kosova with the
American flag flying. It sends very im-
portant messages to two parties, one to
the ethnic Albanians there, again com-
prising over 90 percent of the popu-
lation. It tells them this United States
has not abandoned them, that the Unit-
ed States stands by them, that the
United States will continue to monitor
the situation and that we will not tol-
erate lack of human rights for all peo-
ples in Kosova.

It also sends a very important mes-
sage to the Serb Government, particu-
larly Serb President Milosevic. It says
to him again that the United States is
engaged; the United States is watch-
ing; that the United States will not
tolerate the abuses, human rights
abuses of the majority in Kosova.

So | believe it sends a very, very im-
portant message. It is also significant,
the fact that, since we are closing con-
sulates and closing offices around the
world due to budgetary constraints,
here is the one place where we are
opening an office. So it further empha-
sizes the United States concern with
the lack of human rights in Kosova.

As my friend from Nebraska said,
there was an expulsion of international
observers again by the Serbs, so we do
not have international observers ob-
serving the human rights situation in
Kosova. So the United States Informa-
tion Agency office is all the more im-
portant, and we must have inter-
national observers back as soon as pos-
sible.

The resolution also and very impor-
tantly says that the President ought to
send a presidential envoy to help medi-
ate the situation there between the Al-
banians and the Serbs. We have seen in
other parts of the world, notably
Northern Ireland, where a United
states envoy was appointed. We have
seen in Bosnia, for instance, where,
with United States envoys, the United
States is involved, and the United
States grabbed the bull by the horns so
to speak to prevent further atrocities
from happening.

I believe very strongly, and this reso-
lution says very strongly, that the
United States envoy there would be
very, very important. On the appoint-
ment of a presidential envoy, | raised
this with Mr. Milosevic the other week
in Belgrade. While he rejected it and
said it would be meddling in Serbian
internal affairs, | believe that it is
something that we should continue to
pursue and something that we should
do.

Now, let us talk about the lack of
freedoms that the Albanians have in
Kosova. They are constantly harassed
by Serbian police and the Serbian pres-
ence. There is 80 percent and higher un-
employment amongst the Albanian
population because there has been
wholesale firings and expulsion of Al-
banian workers in hospitals, in univer-
sities, in schools.

So the Albanian population has no
hope of getting jobs or being employed.
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| have said to the Serbian authorities
when they talked about wanton actions
of terror, | said | was absolutely op-
posed to terror; but I thought despair
breeds terror, and right now the Alba-
nian population is in despair. They are
in despair because there is no hope for
the future with the situation just the
way it is.

With our European allies recognizing
Serbia, many of the Kosovars feel even
more abandoned. So the United States
is the one country in the world that
holds the promise of opportunity to
them so that they know that the Unit-
ed States has not abandoned them.
That is why when they were yelling
USA, USA, those American flags were
being flown. They were waving Amer-
ican flags and handing me and other
members of our delegation flowers. It
was really something to behold.

The Albanian language is repressed.
Albanian schools are repressed. Alba-
nian health facilities are repressed, so
basic health care cannot be gotten by
the average Albanian. And again this
Congress has provided, other Con-
gresses have provided $6 million of hu-
manitarian assistance to Kosova. | saw
firsthand on the ground what our
American dollars are doing so that
mothers who have never had any kind
of health care whatsoever can go to
these clinics, helped in large part by
American funds and governmental
funds and private donations so that
these women can have their babies in
clean surroundings for the first time
attended to by medical doctors.

Again, these Albanian doctors who
have been fired from their jobs are all
volunteering and have a tremendous
spirit of all for one and one for all.

So this resolution, | believe, goes a
long way in sending a very, very impor-
tant message in that area of the world,
both to the Albanians, who are re-
pressed by the Serbian authorities, and
to the Serbs and Mr. Milosevic that the
United States again is engaged and the
United States says the sanctions will
not end until there are human rights
improvements and we demand the res-
toration of all human and political
rights.

Mr. Speaker, | think that this Con-
gress ought to be commended. In some
of our other legislation we passed simi-
lar legislation involving the points of
House Concurrent Resolution 155, but
this is the first time that we are actu-
ally having a freestanding resolution.
For that, | think that the Committee
on International Relations, the gen-
tleman from New York, Chairman GIL-
MAN, the gentleman from Indiana [Mr.
HAMILTON], and others are to be com-
mended.

I think that this Congress is about to
be commended because the United
States again is looked upon as a cham-
pion of freedom by so many people in
the world, but certainly by the ethnic
Albanians in Kosova. They know that
the United States is the champion of
freedom. This little small effort says to
them we have not abandoned you, we
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will not forget you, we will be there
until all human and political rights are
restored in Kosova.

Mr. Speaker, 1 include for the
RECORD documents relating to this
topic.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, DC, July 19, 1996.
Hon. ELIOT ENGEL,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. ENGEL: Thank you for your June
11 letter to President Clinton regarding the
situation in Kosovo. The State Department
has been asked to respond on his behalf.

We appreciate and are gratified by your
comments concerning the Administration’s
deep engagement in the search for a peace-
ful, equitable solution in Kosovo. Like you,
the Administration is fully committed to en-
suring that all the people of Kosovo have the
ability to participate fully in the life of the
region.

Early in his term, President Clinton re-
affirmed President Bush’s ‘““Christmas Warn-
ing”” of a military response to Serb-insti-
gated violence in Kosovo. Likewise, a key re-
quirement for lifting the *““Outer Wall”’ of
sanctions is progress towards resolving the
situation in Kosovo. These sanctions apply
to membership in the United Nations and
other international organizations; normal-
ization of our bilateral relations; and mem-
bership in the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund and other International Fi-
nancial Institutions. Milosevic is very eager
to overcome these sanctions and we have left
him with no doubts how to do so.

While we share your concern regarding the
situation in Kosovo, we do not believe that
there is a need for a special envoy to deal
solely with this issue. Assistant Secretary
John Kornblum, who leads our efforts in the
former Yugoslavia, has made Kosovo a prior-
ity. He meets frequently with President
Milosevic and always makes clear that there
must be progress on Kosovo if the “FRY” is
to emerge from the shadow of the Outer
Wall. In fact, every high Administration offi-
cial who has met with Milosevic has insisted
on the need to act on Kosovo.

In addition to continuing pressure on the
Belgrade authorities, Secretary Christopher
and Ambassador Kornblum have met with
Dr. Rugova and other LDK leaders on several
occasions. It is our hope that these contacts
will lead to serious talks between the parties
on the future of Kosovo. We are hopeful that
both sides will soon be prepared to sit down
and discuss a peaceful solution to the situa-
tion in Kosovo.

Sincerely,
BARBARA LARKIN,
Acting Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Washington, DC, June 11, 1996.
The PRESIDENT,
The White House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We would like to ex-
press our appreciation for the steps your ad-
ministration has taken to encourage an equi-
table resolution to the crisis in Kosova, in-
cluding high level diplomatic meetings with
President Ibrahim Rugova and progress to-
ward the establishment of a USIA office in
Prishtina.

Unfortunately, in recent weeks the situa-
tion in Kosova has deteriorated, with ten-
sions rising significantly following the
deaths of two young Albanians. Moreover,
Kosovars feel increasingly slighted because
the United States and the international com-
munity did not place their very legitimate
claims on the agenda during the talks in
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Dayton and have not yet appeared to make
Kosova a priority.

We believe that the time has come to af-
ford the situation in Kosova the attention it
deserves. This means that the United States
must give the highest level of attention to
Kosova right now to prevent the situation
there from worsening even more.

We, therefore, strongly urge you to appoint
a special envoy to help negotiate a settle-
ment of the Kosova crisis.

Thank you for your immediate attention
to this matter.

Sincerely,

Members of Congress Eliot L. Engel, Tom
Lantos, Susan Molinari, John E. Por-
ter, Sander M. Levin, Eva M. Clayton,
Sue Kelly, James P. Moran, David E.
Bonior, Peter T. King, Martin R. Hoke,
Nita M. Lowey, Donald M. Payne,
George Miller, Edolphus Towns, Jose E.
Serrano, Robert G. Torricelli, Dana
Rohrabacher, John W. Olver, Charles E.
Schumer.

[From the Washington Post, July 21, 1996]
KOsSoOVA’sS ALBANIANS LOOK To U.S. FOR HELP
AMERICAN OFFICE OPENED IN SERB-RULED
REGION
(By Michael Dobbs)

PRISHTINA, YUGOSLAVIA.—Ibrahim Rugova,
an ethnic Albanian, says he is the duly elect-
ed president of Kosova—even though it is a
Serbian province whose official leaders are
appointed by authorities in Belgrade. Non-
sense, insists Aleksa Jokic, a Serb, who re-
cently was appointed governor of Kosova—
even though its population is overwhelm-
ingly Albanian.

Today, the two men stood on either side of
a U.S. congressman from the Bronx, as the
Stars and Stripes rose over the new U.S. in-
formation center here in Kosova’s capital.
Rugova was smiling. Jokic grimaced as a
crowd of a hundred or so Albanians changed
“Free Kosova,” ‘““Rugova’ and “USA, USA.”
The two rivals shook hands gingerly but did
not exchange a word.

“This is diplomacy at its best,”” murmured
Larry Butler, charge d’affairs of the U.S.
Embassy in Belgrade, after declaring the
first representative office of a foreign power
in Prishtina open for business. “You can’t
imagine how awkward this occasion is for
some people here.”

The scene outside the U.S. information
center in this sprawling, dirt-poor town il-
lustrated the complexities of politics in this
part of the world and the influence the Unit-
ed States is capable of wielding, when it
chooses to do so. Along with Bosnia and
Macedonia, Kosovo is one of those proverbial
Balkan tinderboxes that only attract the
world’s attention when there is an almighty
explosion. Ninety percent of Kosovo’s 2 mil-
lion people are Albanian. Historically and
culturally, however, the region is the cradle
of Serbdom.

It was here, in the year 1389, that Serbia’s
most potent historical image was born, when
the Serb Prince Lazar was slain by his Turk-
ish enemies on the Field of Blackbirds, just
outside Pristina. For the next 600 years, in-
cluding more than four centuries of Ottoman
rule, Serb children were brought up to
avenge Lazar’s defeat.

Accordingly, it was here too that Serbian
President Slobodan Milosevic began his as-
cent to power in 1986, when he unleashed the
demons of nationalism by promising to de-
fend the rights of the beleaguered Serb mi-
nority in Kosovo. In fact, human rights mon-
itors say it is the minority that is oppressing
the majority. Over the past five years, more
than 125,000 ethnic Albanians have been dis-
missed from their jobs and deprived of access
to state-run health services. Many factories
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have closed, and there is virtually no invest-
ment. Western aid workers in Pristina say
Albanians are frightened to open businesses
of any significant size, because they fear ex-
propriation by the Serbian authorities.

Kosovo’s predominantly Muslim Albanians
dream of the day when they will shake off
Serbian rule and unite with Albania. In the
meantime, their leaders have embarked on a
policy of total noncooperation with Bel-
grade. They boycott Serb-run elections, or-
ganize their own schools, universities and
medical services, and publish their own
newspapers. Rugova heads a shadow govern-
ment that boasts its own parliament and
taxation service.

Key to Rugova’s strategy of nonviolent
civil disobedience is the support of the out-
side world. When West European govern-
ments extended full diplomatic recognition
earlier this year to Yugoslavia—of which
Serbia is the dominant republic—many
Kosovo Albanians felt abandoned. The Unit-
ed States is the only major country that still
refuses to send an ambassador to Belgrade,
as long as human rights abuses continue in
Kosovo.

The Kosovo cause has been kept alive in
Washington by a small group of congressmen
led by Rep. Eliot L. Engel (D-N.Y.), whose
constituents include 20,000 ethnic Albanians
living in the Bronx. Engel, who was on hand
for today’s ceremonies in Pristina, will spon-
sor a resolution in the House of Representa-
tives next week urging the Clinton adminis-
tration to appoint a special envoy to Kosovo
to negotiate a settlement between the rival
sides.

““Human rights violations here are getting
worse, not better,”” said Engel, citing a series
of recent arbitrary police beatings and con-
tinuing dismissals of Albanian workers. He
said that the opening of the U.S. information
office, for which he lobbied hard, would send
a message both to Milosevic and to the Alba-
nians that the United States had ‘‘not for-
gotten Kosovo.” The two-story center con-
tains reference materials and computer ter-
minals that visitors can use to view CD-
ROMs.

Despite a generally tense atmosphere in
Pristina and other Albanian towns, the Serb
police presence on the streets is significantly
less onerous than it was several years ago.
The Clinton administration, like the Bush
administration before it, has privately
warned Milosevic that it will react forcefully
to any attempt by Yugoslavia to resolve the
Kosovo problem through “‘ethnic cleansing,”
the forced expulsion of non-Serbs. The result
is a political standoff, in which Serbs and Al-
banians are having little to do with each
other.

At a meeting with Engel, Jokic brushed
aside allegations of human rights abuses and
complained of a series of ‘“‘terrorist acts”’ by
Albanians against the Serb police. He said
that over the last few months five Serb po-
licemen have been killed and two injured in
Albanian attacks. He also criticized the Al-
banians for refusing to take part in Serbian
elections, saying that they were depriving
themselves of the ability to influence the re-
sult.

The United States, along with several Eu-
ropean countries, has linked relaxation of
sanctions still being imposed against Yugo-
slavia to a “‘significant improvement” in the
human rights situation in Kosovo. This
“outer wall” of sanctions includes member-
ship of international financial institutions
and access to international credits. But
there is disagreement over precisely what is
required of Yugoslavia. Engel argues that
the Serbs would have to offer the Kosovo Al-
banians the right of self-determination. The
State Department has suggested that it
would be satisfied with some kind of auton-
omy for Kosovo.
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In their isolation, many Albanians have
come to look upon the United States as a
mythic great power that will come to their
aid. Rugovo described the U.S. information
center as ‘“‘a direct link with the United
States”’—U.S. diplomats point out that it is
actually only an adjunct of the embassy in
Belgrade—and said that today was ‘“‘a his-
toric day for Kosovo.” Albanian-language
newspapers rarely mention that Washington
does not recognize Rugovo as president of
Kosovo and is opposed to the region’s seces-
sion from Yugoslavia.

“The Albanians think that America is
their only hope for getting a republic, for
getting independence,” said Lisa Adams, an
American physician who has spent the past
two years in Kosovo running a medical as-
sistance program. ‘“‘People want to see this
information center as a mini-embassy.”’

Jokic, the Serb provincial governor, sees
things very differently. He blames the West
for Kosovo’s economic plight, arguing that
sanctions have deprived the region of invest-
ment. As for the chants of ‘““Free Kosovo,”” he
shrugged his shoulders. ‘““Kosovo is already
free,” he said. “They are saying what al-
ready exists.”

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, |
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
myself such time as | may consume.

Mr. Speaker, | want to thank and
congratulate my colleague, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. ENGEL], for
the leadership that he has shown on
this issue. It has been extraordinarily
important. He approaches these issues
related to Albania, the former Yugo-
slavia Republic of Macedonia, and
Kosova in a very responsible and en-
lightened fashion.

| regret the fact he has left the Com-
mittee on International Relations for
other responsibilities in the Congress,
but we will continue to seek and re-
ceive, with gratitude, his outstanding
efforts in advising us on this troubled
part of the world.

I think that the relationships be-
tween the country of Albania, the
former Yugoslavia Republic of Macedo-
nia and Kosova are very much related
in the southern Balkan region. The re-
lationships between Albania and the
United States are improving rather
dramatically. | think we now have that
opportunity with the former Yugo-
slavia Republic of Macedonia.

Now we have to focus once more and
indeed with additional emphasis, |
think, on the abuses that exist toward
the Albanian majority in Kosova.
Former Members of Congress and Mem-
bers of Congress have to approach this
issue in a very responsible fashion. We
have unfortunately, the opportunity
also not to do just good and to do what
is important in our national interest,
but to do things which are provocative
and unfortunate.

The gentleman from New York leads
the way in an enlightened responsible
approach toward our relationship to
Serbia with respect to Kosova and the
Albanian majority that exists there.
What we do in this Congress and what
we do outside of this Congress is very
important in restoring stability in that
part of the world, and that is very cru-
cial, or we may find that we have a

yield
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deep problem within the NATO alli-
ance.

So | commend once more my col-
league for his leadership and look for-
ward to additional examples of it in
this and other areas.

Mr. GILMAN. This concurrent resolution of
the House concerns the deplorable human
rights situation in Kosova, a formerly autono-
mous republic of the former Yugoslavia. Its
autonomous status under the consideration of
the former Yugoslavia was revoked by Serbian
President Milosevic in 1989, and many cite
this action by Serbia as the beginning of the
conflict which was to consume most of the
former Yugoslavia in the years 1991-95. |
commend the gentleman from New York [Mr.
ENGEL] for introducing this resolution, and | am
proud to be listed as a cosponsor.

Many in the Congress, myself included, feel
that it was a mistake to lift the sanctions
against Serbia without linking this action with
the situation in Kosova. The prospect for
peace in Bosnia has raised hopes all over the
region.

However, the people in Kosova do not feel
that hope. For them the lesson of Bosnia is
that violence is a way to win concessions from
the international community. They see the
Serbs in Bosnia rewarded for their aggression
by the creation of the so-called Republic of
Srbska. What is the international community to
say to the long-suffering people of Kosova
who have seen their autonomy trampled upon
by the Serbian authorities, the loss of their
civic institutions and the denial of their most
basic rights?

Earlier this month the United States Infor-
mation Agency opened an office in Pristina,
Kosova. This will allow for a permanent Amer-
ican presence in the Republic to monitor
human rights and the overall situation. As with
USIA offices in other parts of the world that
have been deprived of fundamental freedoms,
this office will also provide a window to a bet-
ter and fairer system.

The Congress included authorization to
open this office in the State Department’s fis-
cal year 1994 and 1996-97 authorization bills
adopted by this House. While | commend the
administration for finally acting on this expres-
sion of congressional intent, it should note the
Congress’ strong opposition to a further eas-
ing of sanctions on Serbia until the situation in
Kosova is addressed and resolved.

This resolution will send a message of hope
to the people of Kosova, and a message to
Serbia that the Congress is keeping the issue
of Kosova under review. | also hope that it will
serve to strengthen the administration’'s com-
mitment to improving the human rights situa-
tion in Kosova. | urge all of my colleagues to
join in adopting House Concurrent Resolution
155.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as one
of the original sponsors of this resolution to
voice my strong support for House Concurrent
Resolution 155 which expresses the sense of
Congress on the situation in Kosova.

In 1989, Belgrade unilaterally revoked the
autonomous status of Kosova. Albanians in
Kosova, who make up over 90 percent of the
population, subsequently voted for Kosavar
independence in 1991. Since that time, Serb
security officials have waged a campaign of
repression that has included widespread tor-
ture, beatings, killings, and harassment of Al-
banians throughout Kosova. Over half of the
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more than 250,000 Albanians in the work
force have been fired from their jobs and even
more have fled the region rather than face
certain persecution.

While the administration has taken an active
role, including opening of USIA office in
Prishtina, more needs to be done. The admin-
istration needs to appoint a special envoy to
Kosova to help resolve the crisis. Furthermore,
the United States along with our European al-
lies must condition the lifting of sanctions
against Serbia with clear and concrete
progress on the matter of Kosova.

By appointing a full time envoy and linking
the lifting of sanctions on Serbia with the res-
toration of the full spectrum of human and po-
litical rights to the people of Kosova, the Unit-
ed States can help to broker a peaceful and
lasting resolution to the matter. To not to do
so, would be to invite the situation to escalate
into a new, even wider conflict in the Balkans.
Thereby ending our best chance for peace in
the Balkan region.

The resolution presents an effective policy
for accomplishing these goals. | urge my col-
leagues to vote “yes” on the resolution and
send a clear statement in support of the rights
of the people of Kosova.

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska [Mr. BE-
REUTER] that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, House Concurrent Resolution
155, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BEREUTER. Mr. Speaker, | ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Concurrent Resolution
155.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

0O 1545

ANNUAL REPORT OF DEPART-
MENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, 1994—MESSAGE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. CAL-
VERT) laid before the House the follow-
ing message from the President of the
United States; which was read and, to-
gether with the accompanying papers,
without objection, referred to the Com-
mittee on Banking and Financial Serv-
ices:

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the requirements of 42

U.S.C. 3536, | transmit herewith the
30th Annual Report of the Department

H8633

of Housing and Urban Development,
which covers calendar year 1994.
WIiLLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, July 29, 1996.

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman  from Pennsylvania [Mr.
CLINGER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. CLINGER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois [Mrs. COLLINS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mrs. COLLINS of Illinois addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.]

CAMPAIGN COMMERCIALS
DECEIVE SENIOR CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina [Mr.
JONES] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, a few years
ago | served in the North Carolina Gen-
eral Assembly and as a member of the
assembly 1 had a very deep concern
about political ads, and in particular
those ads that were intentionally de-
veloped to mislead and to distort fac-
tual information.

My concern was that for a democracy
to remain strong, we have to have in-
formed voters and the people have to
know the facts, and the facts from the
fictions. from the distortions.

Mr. Speaker, | have really been upset
in the last few months and concerned
that the labor unions throughout our
country have been running ads about
Medicare cuts and in my opinion out-
right distortions intentionally done to
fool and to scare the voters. | think
that is a tragedy for any democracy,
because the strength of a democracy is
informed voters and people that par-
ticipate in the system.

Mr. Speaker, as it has happened over
the past few months, many of my
freshmen Republican colleagues have
been the target of those half-truths and
distortions. In the State of North Caro-
lina, my home State, two of my very
good friends, Congressman FRED
HEINEMAN and Congressman DAvVID
FUNDERBURK have been targets, just
like other members of the freshman
class, of these distortions and half-
truths.

Mr. Speaker, | thought it would be
good today if | could read an editorial
from my district, | thought, to even
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